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A dvertisement 


TPH P following Meirtoirs are taken from 
the manufcript of an officer of great merit, 
and undoubted honour. It is immaterial to 
add, that they are genuine, as they bear fuch 
internal marks of authenticity, as will admit 
of no difpute. 

Any anecdotes that relate to the chara&er 
of fo extraordinary a perfonage as the Czar 
Peter, eannot fail of being acceptable to 
the reader ; who will of courfe enjoy an ad^ 
ditional pleafure in receiving them from the 
pen of a man who was in his Service, and in 
his confidence. It is this circumftance that 
will render it Unneceflary to apologize for 
any deficiency in point of ftyle, as it is en¬ 
tirely disregarded in this narration, the chief 
merit of which confift9 in a ftrid regard to 
truth, without the leaft pretentions to embel- 
liffiments. 


a a 


As 



iv ADVERTISEMENT*. 

As the manufcript leaves off abruptly, in 
the middle of the Rebellion in 1745, it may¬ 
be neceffary to mention, that the author was, 
about that time, employed in fortifying Ber¬ 
wick, and, after having finifhed that work, 
he retired to his houfe in the country, where 
he died in the year 1757. 
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T HE following journal was originally BOOK I. 

written in the German, my native' 
language; but as I have lately enjoyed the 
leifure of a country retirement, I have, in this 

B vear 



2 MEMOIRS OF 


book I. y gar 1755, tranflated it into Englifti (to me a 
V ~*~ v ' foreign tongue), for the entertainment of my 

friends, and the information of my family, 
that they might know their connexions in 
Germany, and the particulars of a life fpent 
in war for a feries of years in different parts 


The au¬ 
thor’s de¬ 
scent. 


of the globe.—To begin then : 

James Bruce and John Bruce, coufins and 
descendants of the family of Airth, in the 
county of Stirling, (a branch of the family of 
Clackmannan) in Scotland, formed a refolu- 


tion, during the troubles of Oliver Cromwell, 


to leave their native country, in order to pufh 


their fortunes abroad; and, as there were 


fome {hips in the port of Leith ready to fail 
for the Baltic, they agreed to go together to 
that part of the world: but as there happen¬ 
ed to be two of thefe fhip-mafters of the lame 
name, by an odd miftake the coufins embark¬ 
ed in different veffels, the one bound to 


Prufiia, the other to Ruffia, by which acci¬ 
dent they never again faw each other. 

His John Bruce, my grandfather, landed at 

fher^oes Konigfberg, i* 1 Pruffia; from thence he went 
into the to Berlin, and entered into the fervice of the 
Pruffian eleXor of Brandenburgh, and by degrees vras 
e ' advanced to the command of a regiment, 
which was the higheft military preferment he 
ever obtained, notwithftanding the eleXor, in 
other refpeXs, fhewed him many favours: 
amongft the reft the following was no fmall 
inftance of his regard. My grandfather one 
day attended the eleXor in hunting, when 

his 
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his highnefs, in the eager purfuit of the 
chace, entered a large wood, and was fepa- 
rated from all his attendants except my grand¬ 
father, who kept up with him. Night over¬ 
taking them in the wood, they were obliged 
•todifmount, and lead their horfes, when, after 
groping their way for a confiderable time in 
the dark, they at length perceived a light at a 
little diftance, and upon their getting up to 
it, they found themfelves at the miferable hut 
of a poor tar-burner, who lived a great way 
in the wood. Being informed by the poor in¬ 
habitant that they were a long way from any 
town, village, or other habitation, the prince, 
who by this time was both tired and hungry, 
alked him what he had got to eat; upon 
which the poor man produced a loaf of coarfe 
bread and a piece of cheefe, of which the 
elector ate very heartily, and finifhed his meal 
with a draught of water, declaring he had 
never eat any thing with fo good an appetite 
before. He then enquired how large that 
wood was, and was told that it bordered on 
Mecklenburgh Strelitz, and that it was of 
very great extent. Upon this my grandfather 
obferved, that it wa 3 a pity fuch a large trail 
of land fhould lie ufelefs, and if his highnefs 
would give him a grant of it, he would un¬ 
dertake to build a village in the middle of it, 
and another upon the pot where they then 
were. To this the eledor agreed, and foon 
after confirmed his grant by an ample charter, 
with great privileges annexed thereto; and 

B 2 my 
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BOOK I. m y grandfather, according to his engagement, 
" v " built a village in the middle of the wood, 
which he called Brucenwold (or Bruce- 
Wocd); and another at the tar-burner’s hut, 
which he called Jetzkendorf, its ancient name; 
for a village of that name had formerly flood 
there, part of the ruins being then Hill vifi- 
bk The eledor flept upon fome flraw till 
day-break, when he was awakened by the 
noife of his other attendants, who had been 
•a fearch of him all night; and on their ar~ 
.val he departed for Berlin. 

J- n . My grandfather married at Berlin a lady of 
maniac-- fortune, of the family of Arenfdorf, and got 
ovide- with her feveral eftates in land, of confider- 
^nrs d •• J a! ' !e va l ue< He had by her two fons and three 
theau- daughters; the youngeft of his fons was my 
birth* father; his eldell daughter was married to 
colonel Dewitz, who was afterwards governor 
of Pomerania, and who got whth her a laftid- 
ed eflate in that province called Malchin; the 
fecond daughter was made abbefs of a pro- 
teftant monaftery, founded for the education 
of young ladies, but the w r as afterwards mar¬ 
ried to lieutenant colonel Rcbeur, who got 
Brucenwold for her fortune; and his youngeft 
daughter w ? as married to major general Lat- 
torff, wfoo got for her fortune his moll valu¬ 
able eftates of KonikendorfF and Woletz: he 
thus difpofed of all the landed eftates he got 
by his wife in favour of his daughters, and 
gave his two fons an education only, and a 
fmall ftock of money. Having placed them 

in 
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>n the ele&or’s grand mufkelteer guards, he BOOK f. 
left them to pufh their fortunes in the army, v ' 
as he himfelf had done before them. His 
eldeft fon, Charles, was a lieutenant at the 
fiege of Namur, where he was killed ; his 
youngeft fon James, my father, married Eli¬ 
zabeth Catherina Detring, of a confiderable 
family in Weftphalia, and was himfelf then a 
lieutenant in a Scotch regiment, commanded 
by the earl of Leven, in the fervice of Bran- 
denburgh, and I was born at Detring-Caftle, 

.(the manor houfe of that family) in the year 
1692. 

This regiment was ordered to Flanders, 
and my father carried my mother with him, 
and we remained there till 1698, when the 
regiment returned to Scotland, and whither 
we accompanied him. The regiment being 
then put in garrifon at Fort William, I was 
left in Fife to the care of a grand uncle, my 
grandfather’s youngeft brother, who pofleffed 
a fmall eftate near Cupar, at which place I 
was put to fchool, where I continued three 
years, when my father fent for me to Fort 
William, and I remained there three years 
more. 

In the year 1704, my father got leave of i 7 o 4 . 
abfence from the regiment, and fet out on a 
vifit to Germany, whither he carried his wife 
and family; and after one year’s ftay with 
their relations, he returned to Scotland, leaving 
me behind in the care of their friends, who 
undertook to educate and provide for me. 

B 3 Their 
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book i. 'Their firft attempt in my favour was to got 
me made a page to the king of Pruflia, and 
when I was going to be prefented to his ma- 
jefty by the marfhal count Witgenftein, the 
prince royal enquired of him who I was; and 
being informed, and alfo that I was going to 
be prefented to the king for a page,, he afked 
me feveral queftions, and told the marfhal 
that he himfelf would have me for his page. 
We returned without my being prefented to 
the king ; and on my telling this piece of 
news to my friends, they would by no means 
confent; alledging, that the prince did not 
ufe his pages well, which my coufm, a fon of 
general LattorfFs, had experienced, who had 
been page of honour to him, and was then a 
gentleman of the bed-chamber to the king, 
for which reafon they would not fuffer me to 
accept the offer. 

The next thing they endeavoured was to 
get me into the Royal Academy, as a cadet; 
hut they were told that was now impractica¬ 
ble, as I had refufed the prince’s offer of be¬ 
ing his page : however, they fent me to the 
academy, at their own charge, to learn forti¬ 
fication and other neceffary branches. My 
uncle Rebeur arrived at this time from Flan¬ 
ders ; he was then lieutenant-colonel of the 
marquis de Varen’s regiment, and when he 
was about to return, I expreffed a defire to 
go with him. He very kindly approved my 
defign, and on the fuggeflion of my friends, 
that it might be hurtful to me in my educati¬ 
on, 
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on, the colonel allured them that it would BOOK I, 
rather be an advantage, as there were in al- 
moft every town in Flanders exceeding good 
mafters for teaching fortification and gunnery, 

&c. and that I fhould have double advantage 
in improving the theory by feeing many parts 
of it in real practice; he farther offered not 
only to keep me with himfelf, but that no op^ 
portunity to improve my education fhould be 
negle&ed. This kind offer was very fatisfac- 
tory to all my friends, and he performed his 
promife with a moll paternal care. 

I fet out with him accordingly for the regi- Hisenter- 
ment, which was then in garrifon at Maeft- theFWR- 
richt, where we arrived in April 1706, and Ian fer- 
was entered in the colonel’s company to carry vice ' 
arms, and foon became a proficient in the 
manual exercifesj after which I found my 
duty very eafy, for I had only to mount guard 
once in a week, the reft of my time being de¬ 
voted to the ftudy of fortification, &c. 

This year was memorable for the defeat of 
the French army under marfhal Villeroy, at 
Ramillies: the battle was fought on the 12th 
of May, when the duke of Marlborough 
gained a complete vidory over them : the vic-r 
tory was followed by the furrender of many 
places both in Flanders and Brabant. This 
year was alfo remarkable for the king of 
Sweden’s entering Saxony, and dethroning 
king Auguftus, where he raifed five millions 
fterling by levying contributions. Among the 
prifoners who were lent in here after the batr 
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Book I tie of Ramillies, was a marquis, who was a 
1706. colonel of horfe: general DopfF, the governor 
of this place, not only gave him the liberty of 
the town, but alfo allowed him to go a hunt¬ 
ing in the country ; yet, notwithstanding- this 
polite ufage, and his own parole, this officer 
thought proper to make his efcape, but w T as 
foon fent back under a guard by marffial Vil- 
leroy, and was afterwards allowed the liberty 
only of the tow r n, attended by a ferjeant for 
his vade mecum. 

Lines on After the battle the following French verfes 
ofVamil- mat ^ e their appearance: 

lies 

C’eft a cecoup, que Vill?roy, ce marefbal incomparable. 

Pour avoir bien lervi le roy, aura l’Epee de connetable: 

Car pour un moindre evenement, Tallard un gcuverr.ment. 

Varus rends moi mes legions, Cecrioit l’empereur Auguite ; 

Tallard, rends moi mes battailbons, dit Louis, a Titre plus 
jufte. 

Tallard repond—He, grand roy, demande les aVilleroy. 

A re- At the houfe where I lodged with the co- 
markable Jonel, I w r as told a very remarkable florv that 
f!i°e au- happened between my landlady and her for- 
tiior’s mer hufband, who was a native of this town* 
landlady. j^ s narne was Niepels, and was a captain of 
dragoons in the Dutch fervice; he courted our 
landlady at the Hague, the was the daughter 
of a merchant there, and after a lolemn pro- 
mi fe of marriage, he firft feduced, and then 
left her pregnant: her father was fo incenfcd 
at her, that he turned her out of the houfe ; 
but an aunt taking compaifion on her kent 
her till fhe was brought to bed, and afterwards 
fupplicd her with a little money, with which, 

unknown 
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unknown to any of her friends, fhe equipped book i. 
herfelf in men’s cloaths, bought a horfe, and 
went and offered herfelf as a volunteer in 
captain Niepels’ troop: her offer was accept¬ 
ed, and fhe continued fome time in the troop; 
the captain ufed fometimes to tell his volun¬ 
teer that he was very like an old miftrefs of 
his, but never had the leaft fufpicion that he 
was fpeaking to the very perfon : fhe ffaid 
till the end of the campaign, when captain 
Niepels, being informed of his father’s death, 
left the fervice, and went home to take pof- 
feffion of his eflate. By this accident fhe 
feemed to lofe fight of any opportunity to call 
the captain to an account, which was the foie 
jixotive of her adventure: however, fhe fol¬ 
lowed him, but laid afide the cavalier, and 
re-affumed the female, and arriving atMaeft- 
richt, fhe prevailed upon, his maid fervant (for 
a little money) to allow her to fleep in a pri¬ 
vate room in the houfe for one night, as fhe 
was a flranger, and did not chufe to lodge in 
any public inn. Having thus broke the 
ground, and got admiflion, file had an oppor¬ 
tunity to reconnoitre the houfe, particularly 
the captain’s apartment, who was generally 
abroad the whole day, and came home late at 
n : ght. She kept very clofe, till fhe thought 
every body in the houfe was afleep, and then 
proceeding w ith a candle in cue hand, and ' a 
poniard in the other, to his bed-fide, file 
awaked him, and afked if he knew her, and 
upon his demanding what had brought her 

theie, 
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there, fhe told him, that he now mufl refolve 
i?oa to perform his engagement to her, otherwife 
the was determined to put him to death. 
The captain thought proper to refufe, and, at 
the fame time, called to his fervants 7 but, 
before any of them could arrive the ftruck 
him in the bread; and notwithftanding all 
the defence he could make, fhe gave him fe- 
verai other wounds in different parts of his 
body; the fervants at length came to his af- 
iKfance, and finding their na after tftreaming 
with Hood, they fent for a magiflrate and 
guards to fecure her. In the mean time, the 
lady never offered to move off, but continued 
upbraiding him with his treachery, although 
he entreated her to fave herfelf, as he thought 
himfelf mortally wounded; at laft the magif- 
trate came with a guard to conduct her to 
prifon, which the captain would not fuffer, 
but begged them to fend for a prieft, to whom, 
on his arrival, he confeffed how much he had 
injured the young woman, and defired the 
prieft, in the prefence of the magiflrate, to 
marry them -without lofs of time, which ac¬ 
cordingly he did: upon the furgeon’s declar¬ 
ing that none of the wounds were mortal, the 
gu ;rd was withdrawn, and by the careful at¬ 
tendance of the furgeon, and the no lefs ten¬ 
der care of his now fpoufe, the captain foon 
recovered of his wounds. They lived after¬ 
wards in the greateil harmony for feveral 
rears, till an ill-fated accident put an end to 
Ids life: one evening they were walking toge- 
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ther before the Trowen-Port, and palling by BOOK 1 
an arlcnal, where a number of old ufelefs i;o6 
arms were lying, a gentlewoman in their 
neighbourhood, with whom they l.ved in great 
intimacy, met them, and taking up an old 
rufty piftol, faid jocularly to captain Niepels, 
that it was decreed he fhould die by the hands 
of a woman, which he a&ualiy did, for the 
piftol went off and fhot him dead upon the 
fpot. He left three daughters, who were 
now marriageable; his widow (our landlady), 
fome time after his death, married his ne¬ 
phew. 

One night as I was on guard with our lieu¬ 
tenant upon Peter (berg, and Handing fentry 
with my mufket in my hand, the but-end on 
the ground, and pulling it after me in a care- 
lefs manner over the gravel, it accidentally 
went off, and alarmed the whole garrifon : 
this accident obliged the lieutenant to fend a 
ferjeant to acquaint the officer at Peterfport; 
and next day I was brought before the gover¬ 
nor, where i appeared in great fear, having 
been told by the foldiers that I fhould think 
myfelf well off if I had only to run the 
gauntlet; but, to my great joy, it ended in 
a reprimand, and being told, if a common 
foldier had done the like he would have been 
feverely punifhed : this reproof made me 
more cautious in future when on duty. I 
Was this winter made a ferjeant, it being cuf- 
tomary in the Pruflian fervice to go through 
all the low degrees before the)' can obtain an 

officer’s 
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officer’s commiffion ; by this promotion I was 
>7C>7 advanced two heps above the ordinary rule. 
In the month of April, 1707, the prince-royal 
of Pruffia came to this place, and reviewed 
our regiment ; and in paffing by him, and 
anfwering to my name, accqrding to the 
mufter-roll, he recollected me, and blamed 
the colonel for making a child firft ferjeant in 
his company •, but on the colonel’s informing 
him that I performed my duty very well, and 
was affiduous in learning the military art, the 
prince feemed very well fatisfied. 

His firft In May our regiment marched from Macf- 
campaign. tricht, and joined the army at Mildert; and 
on the 9th of Auguft, we advanced to Genap, 
with an intention to attack the enemy; on 
the 10th, at night, we palled the Deyle at 
Florival, and marched till morning: at day¬ 
break we, arrived at Waveren, and found the 
enemy had retired, upon which we returned 
to Genap. The French kept ■ retiring before 
us the whole campaign, fo warily, that we 
were never able to bring them to an engage¬ 
ment, which harraffed our troops by conti¬ 
nual marches and countermarches, without 
being able to effedt any thing. Towards win¬ 
ter the army marched to Afche, where we 
feparated, and went into quarters. The prince 
of Orange was at this time declared general 
of the Dutch forces, though no more than 
twenty - one years of age. Our regiment 
marched to Huye for winter quarters, where 
the Swedifh general, Q^nftein, was gover¬ 
nor : 
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nor : this town lies on both fides of the ROOK r 
Meufe, and is but indifferently fortified, yet l?07 
it is ftrengthened by a cattle and three 
other forts, eroded upon eminenc.es, which 
proted the town. I mounted guard one day 
with a Dutch lieutenant, a very plain man, 
who could neither read nor write, but was ad¬ 
vanced from a ferjeant for a pretty extraordi - 
nary exertion of perfonal courage and gallant 
perfeverance : the French had befieged and 
taken a town with all its fortifications, ex¬ 
cepting one tower, where this ferjeant was 
polled with twenty men, and which he brave¬ 
ly maintained againft every effort of the ene¬ 
my, till the place was retaken the following 
year; to which he alfo contributed greatly 
from his fituation. 

As I was one day out with a party, and 
palling near a monaftery, we obferved a wo¬ 
man running, and feveral perfons in purfuit 
of her; we went and met her: being inform¬ 
ed that we belonged to the garrifon at Huye, 
fhe feemed to be overjoyed, and being thus 
relieved a little from her fright, fhe told us 
that fhe belonged to Namur, and had engaged 
herfelf to a French officer without the con- 
fent of her parents, who, upon the officer’s 
demanding her in marriage, had fhut her up 
in that monaftery, from whence fhe had juft 
made her efcape over the garden-wall by the 
help of a ladder, and that fhe intended to go 
to Liege, where fhe had relations who would 
protect and favour her : the event juftified 

the 
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BOOK i. thg aflertion, for on her arrival there, her 
, 7Cl7 friends procured a paffport for her lover, and 
the got the hulband of her own choice. 

1708. I n May 1708, we marched from Huye to 
Mud cam- j°' n tne army, and came to Anderleeh on the 
pai^n.. 23d, when the Pruflians, Hanoverians, and 
Dutch began to form ; on the 26th, we went 
to Bellinghen, where we joined the Englilb, 
and other troops ; the army confifted of 180 
fquadrons, and 112 battalions. The French 
army, under the duke de Vendofme, formed 
at St. Ghiflain, and confifted of 197 fqua¬ 
drons, and 124 battalions; the two royal 
princes, the dukes of Burgundy and Berry, 
were with the army. At Bellinghen we were 
joined by the electoral prince of Hanover, 
(his prefent majefty,) and prince Eugene, 
whofe troops from the Mofelle were come to 
Maeftricht, and foon after joined us. 

Defeat The French opened the campaign with 
‘>f th e taking Ghent and Bruges by furprize-, they 
French. ma( j e a f ru }tiefs attack on Damme, but they 
took fort Plaflendahl, between Bruges and 
Oftend ; and on the 9 th of July, they in veil¬ 
ed Oudenarde, but on our approach they 
raifed the fiege, and retired over the Scheld. 
We purfued them clofe, and brought them to 
an engagement on the 1 ith. It was fix o’clock 
in the afternoon before our lines were formed; 
Prince Eugene commanded the right and the 
duke of Marlborough the left wing. After 
a moll vigorous and well-condu&ed attack, 
the French were beat, and fled under cover 

of 
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of the night, which faved them from being BOOK I 
cut to pieees. Next day 4000 of the enemy 
were found dead on the field of battle; 7000 J 
were made prisoners; befides 535 officers, 
(generals included); 34 fiandards, 25 colours, 
and 5 pair of kettle-drums, but no cannon, 
the battle being fought without artillery on 
either fide. The lofs on. our fide was 2972, 
killed and wounded. 

After this battle, the French retired behind 
the canal, between Ghent and Bruges ; and of 
count Lottum, the Pruffian general, was 
fent with a refpe&able detachment, to attack 
their lines at Ypres, which we took and le¬ 
velled with little or no refifiance. The army 
then went and invefted Li fie, which was af¬ 
terwards befieged in form by prince Eugene, 
whilft the duke of Marlborough covered the 
fiege. This fiege, which lafted fo long, and 
coft fo much blood, was attended with va¬ 
rious events. 

A pretty remarkable occurrence happened a remart- 
to prince Eugene in the time of it. His high- aWe acc *" 
nefs received a letter from fome unknown 
hand, and upon opening it, he found it con- Eugene 
tained a greafy paper, which he immediately 
and fortunately let fall upon the ground; his 
aid de camp took it up and fmelled at it, and 
was diredtly feized with a giddinefs, fb much, 
that they were obliged to give him an anti¬ 
dote : this paper was then tied about a dog’s 
neck for an experiment, and he died within 
twenty-four hours, notwithfianding a coun¬ 
ter- 
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• ter-poifon was given him. The officers about 
' the prince expreffing their concern at the ac¬ 
cident, he replied, without the leaft emotion, 
“ You need not wonder at it, gentlemen; I 
“ have received feveral letters of this fort 
“ before now.” 

The duke of Burgundy being defirous to 
know in what condition the garrifon was, one 
captain Dubois undertook to get into the town, 
and having got undifeovered to the outworks 
of the place, he Gripped himfelf, and having 
hid his clothes, fwam over feven canals and 
ditches, and got fafe into the town, and re¬ 
turning the fame way, brought the duke a 
letter from marfhal Bouffleur, which he car¬ 
ried in his mouth, fo enveloped that it was 
preferved quite dry. 

In the night of the 28th of September, we 
were alarmed with a loud crack, and in half 
an hour another, and at midnight there was 
fuch a thunder-clap that the earth was fhaken 
under us : this fo alarmed the whole army, 
that we lay under arms till day-light, when 
we were informed that 1200 of the enemy’s 
cavalry, having each fifty pounds of powder 
in bags behind them, were endeavouring to 
get into the town, but being difeovered and 
fired upon, they fpurred haftily forwards, by 
which means fome of the bags got untied, 
and the powder pouring to the ground, catch- 
ed the fire which flew from the horfe’s feet, 
ftriking on the caufeway, and communicating 
with the powder in the bags, the whole blew 

up; 
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up ; about lixty of the men perifhed on en- 

tcring the lines, and an hundred near the i?W 6. 

gate; it was a fhocking fight next day, to fee 

the road ft rewed with half burnt heads, limbs, 

and carcafes of men and horfes ; the reft of 

the corps threw away their powder and made 

off, but it was believed about three hundred 
# * 

got into the town. 

Some few days afterwards, fifty peafants 
were taken endeavouring to convey powder 
into the town in their wheel-barrows : as they 
had the liberty to fell milk to the army, they 
brought it in barrels, two on a barrow ; and 
on this occalion, one of the barrels on every 
barrow proved to be powder ; and being all 
convi&ed, they were every one hung up. 

About this time, Auguftus, King of Po¬ 
land, and feveral other princes, came here to 
be eye-witneffes of this famous fiege. The 
enemy, in endeavouring to obftrud our con¬ 
voys from Oftend, brought on themfelves their 
defeat at Weynendahl. They had ftrongly for¬ 
tified themfelves by a triple entrenchment 
round their camp at Oudenarde, where they 
had retired, beyond the Schelde, which great¬ 
ly impeded our communication with that quar¬ 
ter, and the duke of Bavaria, at the fame time, 
befieging Bruffeis, reduced us to the necelfity 
of living for fome time on turnips and onions. 

To relieve ourfelves from this diftrefs, and o- 
pen the communication with our provilions, a 
fufficient body was detached from the army, 
and by a forced march in the night, crofted 

C the 
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KOOK T. the Schelde, and attacked their lines next day, 
w hen they gave us much lefs trouble than we 
expe&ed, for they fled with the utmoft preci¬ 
pitation, leaving us their whole pamp, bag¬ 
gage, and all; in the purfuit, our cavalry took 
a number of prifoners; here we got a very 
happy relief of provifions of all forts in great 
plenty, after fo {lender a diet. We next 
marched to the relief of Bruffels, but before 
wc arrived the duke had abandoned the flege, 
leaving behind him fifteen pieces of heavy 
cannon, and two mortars ; having thus hap¬ 
pily fucceeded in our enterprize, we returned 
to the fiege of Lille. 

Upon our breaking ground on the glacis, 
or covered way, I was with the pioneers; the 
engineer who marked out the ground being 
killed, and our men quite expofed to the ene¬ 
my’s fire, I took upon me to finifh what he had 
begun, and very foon got ourfelves under co¬ 
ver ; for which fervice the general of the 
trenches for that night, recommended me to 
our commander in chief, general count Lot- 
turn, who wrote to the king in my favour, 
and in the winter I got an enfign’s commifii- 
on ''; but I was generally employed as an en- 


* The commifiion was fent to his uncle col. Rebeur, who 
concealed it from Mr, Bruce on account of his vouth, being on¬ 
ly in his Sixteenth year, till fome time riext campaign ; coming 
to the knowledge of it, he walked to the door of his uncle’s 
tent, and ftickir g his halberd in the ground with fome refent- 
ment, cried our, “ There Hands the ferjeant !” and walking-a 
ft w 1 fteps from it, he called out, “ Here itands the officer!” and 
then received his comniilfion. 


gmeer. 
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gincer. The town furrendered the 23d of BOOK 
October, and as we were then quartered in 
the barracks, we were better able to profecute 
the fiege of the citadel, which Rill held out, 
and was carried on by fap, under the directi¬ 
on of general Coehorn, in very cold weather 
and hard froit : this fervice lafted to the 9th 
of December, when the citadel alfo furrender¬ 
ed ; on the 10th, marlhal Bouffleur, marched 
out with his gamTon, and was conducted to 
Do way. 

During the fiege, after we had made a lodge- Summer 
ment upon the fecond counterfcarp, a Butch 01 
captain, who was polled there, Red from his 
poll, on the approach of the enemy, without 
making the leaft refinance ; his ferjeant, re¬ 
flecting on the dilhonourable retreat, endea¬ 
voured to perfuade him to return and recover 
,it, but in vain; the ferjeant then addrefled him- 
felf to the men, telling them if they would fol¬ 
low him, he would endeavour to regain the 
;poft they had deferted in fo cowardly a man¬ 
ner j the men immediately agreed, rallied, 
and attacked the enemy with fuch bravery, 

-that the poll was very foon regained. Upon 
a reprefentation of this adtion, the officer was 
degraded for cowardice, and the ferjeant re¬ 
warded as he deferved. A foldier without 
courage is like a dead corpfe ; forrow hangs on 
the countenances of its late belt friends till it is 


buried out of their fight. Abonmot 

A bon mot of the duke of Marmoraugn was of the 
at this time much talked of in the camp ^ when ;^ L of 

^ 1 , Man bo- 


rough. 
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poor r the king of Poland was going for Saxony* and 
the duke had taken his leave of him, wifhing 
him a good journey, his majefty alfo wifhed 
his grace a good voyage to England; upon 
which the duke anfwered him in French, 
“ Qjie le terns dtant fort froid, il ne vouloit 
pas paffer la mer fans Gandthat is the wea¬ 
ther being very cold, he w T ould not pafs the 
fea without gloves; the word gand, in French, 
being the name of the city of Ghent , as well 
as the term for gloves ; and his grace was as 
good as his word. 

siege of Our army, notwithftanding the rigour of 

Ghent. f ea f 0 n, marched immediately for Ghent, 

and we inverted it on the 17th of the fame 
month. The duke of Malborough command¬ 
ed the fiege, and prince Eugene covered. The 
•garrifon confifted of 30 battalions and 19 fqua- 
drons; but the water in their moats being all 
hard frozen over, and apprehending a furprize, 
they thought proper to furrender the 31 ft of 
December. The garrifon marched out the 2d 

1709. G f January, 1709, and was conduded to Tour- 
nay ; the duke of Argyle immediately took 
poffeffion of the town and citadel. The ene¬ 
my foon after evacuated Bruges, Redfort, 
Plaffendahl, and Leffinghen, which finifhed 
this memorable campaign, and our army went 
into quarters: our regiment marched to Bruf- 
fels, where we wintered; the French made 
propofals this winter for a general peace, but 
they did not fucceed. 


Ia 
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In the beginning of June we marched to r OOK I. 
join the army, which was formed the 21ft, 
between Courtray and Menin, 110,000 ftrong; Third 
from thence we paffed the Lower Deyle, and ca,n P ai S n - 
encamped on the plains of Lifle. The French 
army, which conlifted of 130,000, encamped 
on the plains of Lens, where they entrenched 
themfelves fo ftrongly, that it was thought im¬ 
prudent on our part to attempt to force them, 
and it was then refolved to bcfiege Tournay; SIege of 
the enemy had fo little fufpicion of fuch an Touriiay. 
attempt, that they had withdrawn a part of 
the garrifon to {Lengthen their army. The 
town was accordingly invefted on the 27th, 
under the command of the duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough, and the lines of circumvallation were 
begun the 30th; count Lottum commanded 
the attack on the citadel, where I was employ¬ 
ed for the firft time as engineer; the other 
two attacks, againft the city, were command¬ 
ed by generals Schullcmburg and Fagal, and 
the prince of Naflau, at this time, took the 
two forts, St. Amand and Mortagne, which 
were very neceffary in covering the fiege. The 
6th of July, the lines of circumvallation were 
finifhed, and on the 7th at night, the trenches 
were opened; on the 13th, our batteries began 
to play upon the town. In (hort, the town 
furrendered the 28th, and the garrifon to the 
number of 4000, retired into the citadel; and 
two captains, four lieutenants, and 150 men, 
deferted and came into our camp, and 800 of 
their wounded were conveyed to Dowav. In 
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this fiege we had 3,210 men killed and wound" 
1709. e d ■, the earl of Albemarle was appointed go¬ 
vernor in the town. 

O11 the 1 ft of Auguft, they began to fire upon 
us from the citadel, which was immediately 
returned from our batteries, and on the 3d, 
one of our fhells fell into a powder magazine 
of their’s, which blew up; a ceffation of ho- 
ftilities on both fides was foon after agreed to, 
on condition of furrendering on the 5 th of 
September, if they were not then relieved by 
the French army. During the truce, a num¬ 
ber of deferters from our army, being then in 
the citadel, got leave to attempt the making of 
their efcape, but being informed againft by one 
of their number, they were all caught and 
'hanged. 

The conditions of the truce being made 
known to the French king, he would not a- 
gree to the propofition of furrender, which be¬ 
ing communicated to the befiegers, hoftilitics 
were recommenced. The enemy fprung ma¬ 
ny mines, and our counter-mining occafioned 
many fkirmifhes under-ground ; on the 26th, 
they fprung a mine, which blew up 400 of 
our men, and killed Mr. Du May, our chief 
engineer; after this they fprung feveral others, 
which did'us con adorable mifehief, cfpecially 
one which left an opening iixty paces lono; and 
twenty feet deep, and which bade fair to have 
blown up a whole Hanoverian regiment, had 
ft not been vcy opportunely di ["covered, fo 
that we loft only one private ccntinel killed by 
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it. On the 30th, we cannonaded and bom- book r. 
barded them fo warmly, that they beat a par- 
ley on the 31ft in the morning: they now sti¬ 
pulated for conditions, but no other terms 
could be granted than furrendering prifoners 
of war,' which they were not, even yet dif- 
pofed to agree to, fo that hostilities were re¬ 
newed, and upon our redoubled efforts, with 
every warlike engine, they at kit were oblig¬ 
ed to Surrender on our own terms, and march 
out on the 5th of September with 3500 men, 
betides their Tick and wounded. 

Before Tournay an exprefs arrived from 
prince Menzikoff to the duke of Marlborough, 
informing his grace that the czar’s army had 
obtained a complete vidory over the king of 
Sweden at Pultowa, on the 8th of July laft. 

Our next operation was direded againft The ba(- 
Mons : the eledor of Bavaria, who refided ^ipL- 
there, hearing thereof, retired to Namur. q«t. 
Marthal Bouffieur was now fent by the French 
king to affift marthal Villars, with orders ra¬ 
ther to hazard a battle than fuffer Mons to 
fall in the general career of our arms. On the 
8th, prince Eugene joined us w r ith his army, 
when we were very much fatigued with march- , 
ing night and day in rainy weather, and 
through bad roads. On the 9th, we obferved 
the enemy moving towards Blarignies, in or¬ 
der to poffefs themfelvcs of the woods and 
hedges of Taniers and Malplaquet ; upon 
which we moved forward in order of battle ; 
but as the Englith were foraging, they could 

not 



24 


MEMOIRS OF 


not join, us that day, and fhe two armies bc- 
,709. S an cannonading each other, which continued 
till night, and was renewed next morning, 
when we did not choofe to engage, as we ex¬ 
pected to be joined by twenty-three battalions 
from Tournay. This day I very narrowly e- 
fcaped being fhot by one of our own foldiers, 
who being out of his rank I ordered him to it, 
and as he took no notice of the orders, I 
ftruck him acrofs the fhoulders, and puffiing 
him into it, he fcepped back and cocked his 
piece, which he diredly prefented to my breaft; 

I inftantlv parried the muzzle downwards, 
and the bullet went into the ground between 
my feet; the fellow immediately flung down 
his muiket and ran for it, but was purfued by 
the adjutant on horfeback, and being a flout 
fellow, he took the adjutant by the foot, threw 
him out of the faddle, and was juft going to 
mount, when the major came up with andfe- 
curedhim. But to return*, the enemy by our 
delay, got time to cut. down the wood and en¬ 
trench themfelves; in the evening we convert¬ 
ed with the French officers, and entertained 
each other with fuch fare as we had, in a very 
friendly manner ; this we were the more in¬ 
duced to, from a perfuaflon on both tides, that 
a collation of arms was to take place previous 
to a peace, but we were undeceived by mid¬ 
night, when every man had orders to repair 
to his pofl, and prepare to engage the enemy 
tarlv next morning. 

Oi\ 
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On the nth, at two in the morning, we book I. 
attended at prayers, and then prepared by 
forming in the order of battle; about eight 
we advanced and attacked their entrenchments, 
which we carried, driving the enemy with 
great diforder and confufion in their trenches, 
out of which we beat them, with numbers 
(lain on both fides: the regiment ours was 
engaged with, happened to be that with 
whofe officers we had been fo fpcial the night 
before, and in it was a lieutenant, who had a 
brother a lieutenant in our’s, and who was with 
us, a French refugee ; the lieutenant in the 
French regiment, furrendered himfelf a pri- 
foner to his brother, and was aftedtionately 
received under his prote&ion; but unfortu- - 
nately, at the very inftant, a foldier of our’s 
ran him through the body, and killed him in 
his brother’s arms: the fellow alledged in ex- 
cufe for himfelf, that he did it to prote<fl his 
officer, not knowing the other : yet he had 
feen the brothers the evening before conver- 
fmg together as fuch. Fatal miftakes occur 
too frequently in the fury and rage of con¬ 
tending foes, met on purpofe to conquer or 
die, nor is it poffible to brand this poor fellow 
with any foul defign on this occafion :—»but 
to my ftory. The French retiring over a 
hedge, we purfued them clofe, and finding 
them reinforced, we were obliged to retire in 
our turn, and making our way back through 
the hedge, we loft our colonel and feveral of 
our men; but being fupported by our line of 

referve, 
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Book L refer ve, we were enabled to force the enemy 
a fecond time from the hedge, and to drive 
them to their fecond entrenchment, from 
which we alfo diflodged them, and purfued 
them to their third, where I found myfelf Ihot 
through the leg, and was obliged to be carried 
out of the field, and arriving at a little cot, I 
there found the corpfe of my colonel, and got 
my wound dreffed. After a very clofe en¬ 
gagement of fix hours, the enemy gave way, 
and left us mailers of a dear bought field, 
which cod us not lefs than 20,300 men. The 
particulars of this famous battle of Malplaquet, 
having been fo well deferibed by better pens, 
I (hall fay no more of it, only that the enemy 
loft, by their own confelfion, 540 officers kill¬ 
ed, 1068 wounded, 301 taken prifoners ; 
and 1 5000 men killed, wounded, and taken. 
We had two generals killed, counts Lottum 
and Fettace. 

After this affion, it was currently reported 
thatmarlhal Villars was for hazarding another 
battle to prevent our taking Mons, but was 
oppofed in it by marlhal Bouffieur; and that 
the king of France had fent the duke of Berwick 
to determine upon the different opinions of 
thefe two able generals, upon the,fpot. His 
grace came, and viewing the ground with their 
late entrenchments, expreffed his furprize at 
their extraordinary ftrength, declaring, as they 
had been beaten out of that poll, they muft be 
very ralh indeed to venture an engagement in 
tkp open field. 


While 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Es^- 27 

While the furgeon was attending the wound B0 °K I. 
which confined me, he told me a diverting 
Rory of a young Swifs recruit, who, when 
his regimentals were making, had procured a 
round iron plate bordered with fmall holes, 
which he defired the taylor to fatten on the 
infide of his-coat, above his left breaft, to pre¬ 
vent his being fhot through the heart: the 
taylor being a humorous fellow, fattened it in 
the feat of his breeches, and the clothes being 
fcarce on his back when he was ordered to 
march into the field, having no opportunity 
to get this aukward miftake re&ified, before 
he found himfelf engaged in battle, and being 
obliged to fly before the enemy, and in en¬ 
deavouring to get over a thorn hedge in his 
wav, he unfortunately ftuck faft till he was 
overtaken by a foe, who, on his coming up, 
gave him a pufli in the breech with his bay¬ 
onet, (with no friendly defign), but it luckily 
hit on the iron-plate, and pulhed the young - 
foldier clear out of the hedge ; this favoura¬ 
ble circumftance made the Swifs honeftly con- 
fefs, that the taylor had more fenfe than him¬ 
felf, and knew better where his heart lay.— 

But to nobler deeds. 

Our eminent leaders well knowing their si ege of 
advantage by a reputation for habitually beat- Mon*, 
ing the enemy, immediately invefted Mons, 
and the trenches were opened on the 25th, 
under the command of the prince of Nafiau; 
and, notwitbflanding the continual heavy 
rains, the fiege was bri fitly pulhed on till the 
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P oc ^Jj 20th of O&ober, when this town alfo fur- 
1709. rendered, and the garrifon marched out 8000 
men, betides 1000 that were left behind, and 
afterwards enlifted in our army. 

The victory at Malplaquet, and the taking 
of Tournay and Mons, finifhing this cam¬ 
paign, our army feparated, and went into 
quarters for the winter. Our regiment went 
to Maeftricht; and not being yet recovered 
of my wound, I was obliged to travel in a 
waggon with eight wounded foldiers, under 
the care of a ferjeant, to Bruffels. In the even¬ 
ing of the 20th we arrived at Notre Dame de 
Hall, half-way between Mons and Bruffels, 
where one of our wheels broke, and the wag¬ 
goner hearing that there was a party of French 
in the town, thought proper to fetoff with his 
horfes ; the French having got notice of us, 
came, and after enquiring for the horfes, and 
finding they were gone, fet out in purfuit of 
them : happily for me, I had formerly been 
fome time in this place, and was pretty well 
known to the people, who conveyed me to a 
place of fafety, which, for once faved me from 
being {Iripped; the party returning, ftript 
the eight wounded foldiers, and carried the 
ferjeant a pri'foner to Namur: the ferjeant, 
on his arrival there, was examined by the 
governor, who he informed that he had been 
on duty, conducting thefe wounded men to 
the hofp'ital at Bruficls, and that the French 
party had (tripped them naked, and plunder¬ 
ed them of a month’s pay. The governor fe- 
vereiy reprimanded the officer, telling him, 

he 
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he ought rather to have affifted the poor de- BOOK f - 
fencelefs wounded men, than to have uled l?09 
them in the manner he had done ; and order¬ 
ed him to reftore both the cloaths and money 
to the ferjeant, and fent the ferjeant, under 
his own pafs, to Maeftricht. A piece of ge¬ 
nerous humanity feldom met with in an ene¬ 
my. Being ftill ill of my wound, I determined 
to remain at Hall, although it was an open 
place, and vifited almoft every day by parties 
of the French : here I was attended by an 
able furgeon, who having none but myfelf 
under his care, had the more time to obferve 
the various effe&s of his treatment of the 
wound, which could not have been the cafe 
had I proceeded to Bruffels, w r here every 
place was full of the wounded of our army. 

While I continued here, I met with great 
kindnefs from the clergy of the place; but [ 

Raid no longer than I was able to walk with 
crutches, when I obtained a French pafs, and 
moved to Maeftricht, where I found a lieute¬ 
nant’s commiflion waiting for me. 

Early in the month of April 1710, we left 1-10. 
our winter-quarters, and on the 1 cth, ar- Fourtl ! 
rived near Tournay, the place of our general 
rendezvous; and on the 20th, the army be¬ 
ing formed, was ordered to march at five 
o’clock in the afternoon, and marched all 
night in two columns. Our motion was fo 
fudden, fo fecrct, and fo regularly eondudled, 
that we entered the French lines next morn¬ 
ing without the fmalleft refinance: fo little 

did 
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BOOK 1 . did. they apprehend this morning vilit, that 
they were out foraging. Our appearance 
7 * fpread fuch an alarm amongft their troops 
near Lens, that they made a very halty 
retreat, and we encamped in their room upon 
the plains of Lens. 

On the 22d, early in the morning, we laid 
Siege of our bridges over the Scarp, and the whole 
Do way. army palled the fame night, and next morn- 
ing we in veiled Do way; on the 25 th, we be¬ 
gan our lines of circumvallation, and were 
joined by the prince of Anhalt DelTau, 
who fucceeded count Lottum in the com¬ 
mand of the PrulTian troops, and now com¬ 
manded one of the attacks againll the town, 
and the prince of NafTau the other; on the 
29th, our lines were finilhed, when our ca¬ 
valry had provided a great number of fefcines 
and gabions for the liege; on the* ill of May, 
our troops took polTeinan of the cable of 
Pignonville, and on the 3d, Chateaux-Loway, 
where 340 men furrendered themfelves pri- 
foners ; the 4th our trenches were opened at 
both attacks, and our men were covered 
without any lofs, as they were not perceived 
at their work from the town; the 9th, at ten at 
night, the enemy made a vigorous fully at the 
prince of Nabau’s attack, which put the 
workmen in great diforder, and levelled fome 
parts of the parallel, but they were at lab re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs, and purfued 
to the very counterfcarp; the action was fo 
very hot that we lob 300 men killed, or 

wounded, 
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wounded, in it, and, perhaps, the enemy were BOOK f. 
not better off: the parallel was repaired the lJl9 
fame night, and next morning, at day-break, 
a battery of eight guns, and four mortars, 
began to play with great fury, from prince 
Anhalt’s attack, upon a fconce in the morals, 
which had greatly annoyed us by flanking our 
approaches: it was now foon difmounted. They 
made a fally the fame night on our fide, but 
were rcpulfed with confiderable lofs. Our 
heavy artillery arrived on the 10th, and on 
the 11 th, a battery was completed on each 
attack, each mounting twenty-four guns and 
eight mortars; the 12th, our approaches were 
advanced to the firft ditch; the 14th, % our 
batteries being completed, and mounted with 
forty-eight guns, and thirty-two mortars 
and howitzers, we began to play on the 
enemy’s outworks, but chiefly from the 
prince of Anhalt’s fide, as the ground in the 
other w r as fo boggy, that they could not ap¬ 
proach there with fuch regularity. The ene¬ 
my made a fally on the 17th, but were fo 
w-armly received, that they retired in great 
confufion, leaving above 100 priloners behind 
them; on the 21ft, they made another, in 
which a great many fell on both fides. Our 
army was now Itrongly entrenched in their 
lines to prevent the enemy from bar railing us 
in the fiege, as they outnumbered us by 
10,000 men, and we h.ul realon, from their 
continual motions, from the 26th to the 30th, 
to believe that they meant to attack us, arid 
oblige us to raife the fiege; but on the 30th, 

they 
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BOOK I. they encamped within gun-lhot of our en- 
trenchments, which flackened our progreis in 
the liege, as every regiment that could polfi- 
bly be fpared was taken off to Itrengthen the 
army. The enemy continued four days in 
this polition without offering to diflurb us, 
when marfhal Villars thought proper to retire 
to a league diftant from us; upon which the 
befieging regiments returned to their polls, 
and we now again pufhed on the liege with 
all polfible vigour. The enemy made fre¬ 
quent fallies, and fprung feveral mines, which, 
however, did not prevent us from making 
ourfelves mailers of the counterfcarp on the 
fifth of June; and on the 17th, we ftormed 
and took a ravelin, and after filling the moat 
with fafcines, we laid our bridges to the main 
breach of the town: on the night of the 2 2d, 
the trenches were opened at Fort-Scarp, which 
was a regular pentagon; and on the 25th, at 
two o’clock in the afternoon, the enemy beat 
the chamade, and furrendered both town and 
fort on the 26th. The belieged had upwards of 
4,000 men killed, and our lofs was 8000 kill¬ 
ed and wounded. On the 29th, the marquis 
d’Albergotti marched out at the head of his 
garrifon, conliftingof 4,527 effective men : ge¬ 
neral Hompelh w»as made governor of the 
town, and brigadier des Roques, the chief 
engineer, was made commandant of Fort- 
Scarp. 

Sie^e of After a few days relaxation from fuch hard 

liethuie. duty, we marched with an intention to be- 

fiegc 
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fiege Arras, which the enemy perceiving, en- BQ0 ^ ^ 
tered their new lines, and thereby prevented , 710 . 
us-, and then the fiege of Bethune became 
the objedi, and was invefted on the 15th of 
July; the trenches were opened the 23d for 
two attacks, the one by general Schuylenburg, 
the other by general Fagel. The French ar¬ 
my made a feint as if they meant to relieve 
the town, but finding us ready prepared to 
receive them, they w r ere fatisfied with fhow- 
ing themfelves, and withdrew to their lines. 

The fiege advanced britkly; and on the 29th, 
they made a fally at Fagel’s attack, where 
they almoft deftroyed a regiment of Pruffian. 
guards, who had unluckily fired upon them 
all at once, and having no fire in referve, the 
enemy poured in upon them, caufing great de- 
ftrudtion: our regiment marched quickly up 
to their affiftance, and faved them from be¬ 
ing entirely cut off. There happened, the 
fame day, a fad misfortune to fix officers of a a fad mlf- 
Scotch regiment, who were fitting in a row fortune to 
on the banquet, and had their legs all (hot off officer^ 1 * 
by a cannon-ball, except one, who faved one 
of his by having it on the banquet; and he 
was the only one who furvived the rough am¬ 
putation, the reft died of their wounds: 
this ill-fated ball came from one of our own 
guns at Schuylenburg’s attack, diredted at a 
baftion, but unhappily miffing that objedt, 
the ball flanked our own trenches. The town 
threw a great number of bombs at our batte¬ 
ries, but falling fhort, they dropped, for the 

D moft 
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BOOK I. mofl: part, into our approaches, which kept 
,, 10 us who were employed there, in perpetual mo¬ 
tion to fhun them. One day I happened to 
ftep into a dertiolifhed cellar, on a necelfary 
occafion, when I had fcarce well got there, 
till the centry called out, “ Gare la bombe,” 
and down it came into the cellar, and I made 
the belt of my way out of it, which I had 
fcarce cleared till it burft, and threw down a 
great quantity of ftones and rubbifh about 
me, but I efcaped unhurt. The garrifon 
beat the chamade on the 28th of Auguft, and 
on the 31ft, M. de Vauban marched out at 
the head of 1700 men remaining of the gar¬ 
rifon, having loft near 2000. It coft us 3665 
men, killed and wounded.: major general 
Keppel was appointed governor. 

Sieges of The fieges of Aire and St. Venant came 
St f Ve- d next ' n our route ; we marched on the 2d, and 
iiant. they were both invefted on the 5 th of Septem¬ 
ber. The prince of Anhalt commanded the 
liege of Aire, and the prince of Naftau that of 
St. Venant. About this time the enemy inter¬ 
cepted a convoy of our’s coming up the river 
Lys in boats w r ith warlike ftores and provifi- 
ons, which they took and deftroyed, killed 
and wounded a great number of the efcort, 
and took 800 prifoners: this, however, did 
not retard the fieges a moment, for St. Venant 
furrendered on the 30th, and Mr. Bruyn, the 
engineer, was appointed governor; we loft 
940 men, killed and wounded at this fiege. 

The 
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The French governor was afterwards commit- BOOK r. 
ted to the Baftile for his bad behaviour. , 7 , 0 

At Aire the trenches were opened the 12th 
of September for two attacks; on the 21ft, 
the befieged made a Tally, in which they were 
repulfed with the lofs of 40 men; the 23d, 
we took a redoubt with little oppolition: at 
this time marlhal Villars refigned the com¬ 
mand of the French army to marlhal Har- 
court, who was fent by the king for that pur- 
pofe. The 8th of October we took another 
redoubt, fword in hand, and at night made 
ourfelves matters of the covert way : after 
much labour and fatigue to us, the enemy 
beat a parley on the 3d of November, and on 
the 12th, general Goefbriant, the governor, 
marched out at the head of 3628 men, befides 
1 500 wounded left in the town; our lofs on 
this occafion was 7000 men, killed and 
wounded; count Naflau Woudenburg was 
appointed governor of this town, and our 
whole army marched to the plains of Lille, 
where they feparated on the 15 th of Novem¬ 
ber, and went into winter-quarters; and thus 
ended this campaign, and the laft I ferved in 
this country. 

Perhaps no age or country, not even ex¬ 
cepting thofe fields ttill famous for the ce¬ 
lebrated viittories of Julius Caefer, can parallel 
the rapid fuccefs of the combined arms in 
thefe wars; they were continually conquering 
armies of fuperior numbers of well-difciplined 
troops, abundantly fupplied with every war- 

D 2 like 
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BOOK I. like weapon and engine of deftrudion, and 
commanded by generals of renowned martial 
knowledge and experience, and ftill beating 
them from plain to plain : neither could they 
find a refuge in their ftrong walled cities and 
towns, well fortified with every additional 
ftrength of out-works; thefe fell by numbers 
in each campaign, and the conquering heroes 
fhine illuftrious in every page of martial ftory, 
grateful to the eye and ear of youthful ardour, 
and pleafing to the with of military ambition. 
But we fhall not find them deferving fuch ad¬ 
miration in the lines of civil life, where hu¬ 
manity conflrains us to commiferate the 
childlefs parent and the helplefs orphan, the 
fevered brothers, and the widowed dame’s be¬ 
wailed lofs of many dear connexions; and 
friends lamenting their friends, whofe lives 
were facrificed to raife the flrudure of the 
hero’s fame, built on the havock of the defo- 
lating fword; unfheathed on this occafion by 
the boundlefs ambition of that afpiring prince, 
whom nothing could pleafe fhort of univerfal 
‘’monarchy, Lewis the Fourteenth, but was at 
length obliged to fit dowm with Gallic fove- 
reignty. 

Terrible Tournay, of which the earl of Albemarle 
was now governor, became our quarters 
fom- for this winter. An affair happened here 
a little while before, in the Jefuits college, 
which amazed the whole town. A fhoe- 
maker, near the college, having a handfome 
wife, one of the fandified fathers made fre¬ 
quent 
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quent vifits to befpeak (hoes and flippers for book I. 
himfelf and others of the fraternity; at length, , 71C> 
giving an order, he defired the fair dame, 
when they were done, to bring them home to 
the cloifler, and receive the payment for 
them, and fhe accordingly carried them; fhe 
was admitted into the houfe, but never re¬ 
turned, which much alarmed the poor huf- 
foand and his neighbours, who were naturally 
led to enquire after her at the college, when 
they were told, that fhe had received the mo¬ 
ney, and went away again: as the veracity of 
thefe fathers was held facred, no body durft 
make any farther enquiry at the college, 
and the woman could not be found. Some 
few days after, a boy in the night-time getting 
into a garden, next to that of the Jefuits, to 
Real fruit, faw from the top of a tree (being 
moonlight) thefe very holy fathers bufy in 
burying a corpfe in the garden. The boy, 
knowing the woman could not be found, told 
his father what he had feen; the father, who 
lived in the neighbourhood of the fhocmaker, 
immediately acquainted him of it, and they 
both, with the boy, went to the governor, who, 
upon their information, fent for the magif- 
trates, and they proceeded all together to the 
Jefuits college. Upon going into the garden, 
the boy dire&ed to the fpot where he had 
feen the corpfc buried: upon digging there 
they found the body of the poor woman with 
her throat cut, and all her clothes torn in 
pices. The fathers declared their ignorance 
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and innocence of the whole matter, charging 
, 7 , a the foul deed upon two of their fociety 
who had difappeared. This was all the re- 
drefs the poor man could get for the lofs of 
his wife, notwithftanding the boy declared 
there were eight of them at the burying the 
body. The fhoemaker, his neighbour, and 
his fon, thought it prudent to retire to Hol¬ 
land, where they turned Proteftants, to avoid 
the mercilefs vengeance of thefe facred fathers. 
This ftory was told me by feveral officers, 
who were at that time in gavrifon here. 


BOOK 
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BOOK II. 


He goes into the Ruffian Jei-vice, a captain.—Overtakes 

general Bruce at Prufs-Holland. - A curious Jlory of 

a man at Elbing - They arrive at Jawernff, where 

the Czar is privately married.—General Bruce's rank 

and honours.—Account of the Ruffian army. - Their 

numbers and cloathing.—Expedition againjl the Turks. 
—Council of war at the Neijler.—Prince Cantamire joins 
them without any troops.—A fwarm of locufts.—The 
Turks appear.—The Ruffians form on the river Pruth. 

—Engage the Turks three days - The czarina faves 

the whole army and prince Cantamire. - The king of 

Sweden upbraids the grand vizier. - The Ruffians re¬ 
turn. - Colonel Pitt's lady and daughter carried off by 

the Tartars.—The grand feignior approves the treaty. 
—Captain Bruce fent exprefs to Conjlantinople. — De¬ 
fer ipt ion of that city.—Its mofques.—Accommodations 

/cr flrangers. - Strength.—The feraglio.—-Scutari, a 

fine view.—The port and harbour. — Suburbs. — Arfenal. 
—Air and climate.—The Turks contrajled.—Domeftic 
Accommodations.—Internal government of the country. 
— Religion. — IVorfbip.—The plague.—Their games.— 
Diet. — Reft.—Exercfe of their youth.—Drefs of their 
ladies.—Ointment of Pilo.—Their predominant intereft. 
—Matrimonial privilege.—Concubine marriage.— 

—Policy of their religion. -- Severities on the amorous 

(hanger.—Their laws for debt.—In criminal cafes.— 
Their punifhments.—The channel of the captain's infor¬ 
mation.—New difficulties to the Treaty at the Pruth .— 
Change of minifry.—A frefb treaty .— Frcjb interrupti¬ 
on to the peace.—Againjl which the czar remonftrates. 
—Minfry again changed. - The Ruffian ambaffador. 
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fent to the Seven Towers.—Mighty preparations for 
war , which end agaiufi the king of Sweden at Bender. 
— Reflexions. 

BOOK II. winter I received an invitation 

from general Bruce *, of the ordnance. 
Trie goes at Mofcow, to enter into the fervice of the 
into the czar, if I fhould wifh, or think it advifeable 
f rvice 1 to c l u ' t ^ at °f fhuhk; and acquainted me 
captain, that he was then at Elbing in Pruffia; where 
he would be for fome time, fo that if I ac¬ 
cepted his offer, I might reach hirn before he 
left that place. Plea fin g as the idea was to 
myfelf, I could form no refolution in the mat¬ 
ter before I had eonfulted my relations at 
Berlin, whofe friendfhip I had already expe¬ 
rienced, and it was by their unanimous confent 
and advice, that I determined to accept of his 
invitation, and having obtained leave to quit 
the Pruffian fervice, with the rank of captain, 
I prepared for my departure, and left Tournay 
1711. on the 25th March, 17n. I took the route 
of Oudenard, Ghent, and Safs, and came to 
Rotterdam the 30th ; from thence I proceed¬ 
ed by Delft and the Hague, and got to Am- 
fterdam the ift of April, and took {flipping in 
a Dutch /-yeffel for Koningfberg. We paffed 
the Texel on the 13th, and entering the 
Souncl on the 2d of May, we anchored at 
Pillaw the 7th, after above a month’s paffage: 
this is a harbour and fort belonging to the 

king 

* T/iis general Bruce was grandfon ta James, ^vhp left Scots 
with my grandfather. 
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king of Pruffia. I diredly waited on the go- BOOkii. 
vernor, who told me, he had a letter from 
general Bruce, defiring him, when I came 
there, to forward me toElbing; but the go¬ 
vernor, thinking the general would not fo 
foon leave that place, intreated me to flay 
with him a day or two, to give him the par¬ 
ticulars of the laft campaign. After dinner, 
an officer came in, who informed the go¬ 
vernor, that he was informed by a gentleman 
juft come from Elbing, that the general was 
to leave it that fame day: this fixed my im¬ 
mediate departure, and taking a boat for the 
oppofite fhore, I got on horfeback, and ar¬ 
rived at Elbing in the evening, where I found 
the general had fet off in the afternoon, having 
received an exprefs from the czar to join him 
with the utmoft expedition. 

Major-general Balck, the governor of El¬ 
bing, told me, general Bruce had defired him, 
on my arrival there, to forward me immedi¬ 
ately after him; fo that I took horfe diredly, 
in a very dark night, and overtook him next Over¬ 
morning, the 9th of May, at Prufs-Holland, S e * 
juft as he was preparing to proceed on his Bruce at 
journey. He received me very kindly, and Prufs * 
leeing me much fatigued, delired me now to 
travel in his own fleeping waggon, where, in¬ 
deed, I flept all day long, having neither reft- 
ed, nor tafted viduals, from my dining with 
the governor of Pillaw. This machine is in 
every refped a chariot, only the bottom is ex¬ 
tended fufficient to fuffer one to lie at full 
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Eooiui. length on a bed; and I found afterwards eve- 
j-ii. r y officer, in the Ruffian army, provides him- 
felf with one of them, which is very neceffary 
on their long marches through'ill-accommo¬ 
dated countries. General Bruce had engaged 
feveral officers of our artillery into the Ruffian 
fervice, two of them for engineers. 

On our journey, the general entertained 
rhe with a dory which happened during his 
flay at Elbing, where he faved an old man 
from being burnt: this old man had an only 
fon, who was a druggid in town, to whom he 
had given all he had in the world, upon con¬ 
dition that he ffiould maintain his father while 
he lived: the fon had behaved pretty well to 
him, but his wife treated the old man in fuch 
a cruel manner, that he was obliged to leave 
the houfe and board himfelf, for which the 
f. m, at the indigation of his wife, refufed to pay, 
and the people with whom he lived, threaten¬ 
ed to throw him into prifon: this undutiful 
treatment fo affedted the old man that he turn¬ 
ed quite frantic, and in his madnefs wrote an 
obligation with his own blood to furrender 
himfelf, his foul and body to the devil, if he, 
in exchange, would give him a certain fum of 
money : this was the effay on the part of the 
old man towards the agreement, and to found 
the devil’s fentiments on the fubjedt, he car¬ 
ried this paper to the eroding of two roads, 
apprehending that the mod likely place to 
meet him, and there he made a hole and de¬ 
parted the obligation: returning feveral times 

to 
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to the fpot, to fee if the devil had accepted BOOK II. 
his bill, and finding no money, he grew quite 
out of humour with the devil, and exclaimed 
bitterly againft him; fome labourers at work 
hard by, obferving his repeated vifits to that 
fpot, went to it when he was gone, and dug 
up the paper, which they carried to the mar 
giftrates: the old man was taken up, tried, 
and fentenced to be burnt. The general be¬ 
ing informed of the whole ftory, interefted 
himfelf for the old man, and convinced both 
the magiftrates and judges, that his prefent 
diftreffed fituation, and dread of future want, 
had driven the poor old man delirious, and 
that not he, but his unnatural fon, was the 
objedl of punishment: the experiment was 
eafy, and the truth would foon difcover itfelf: 
the old man was fet at liberty, the fon bound 
to pay his board quarterly, and the effe£ foon 
jullified the meafure, by his father’s return to 
his reafqn and judgment. 

On the 17th, we arrived at Warfaw, and They 
at JawerofF on the 29th, where we found the 
czar and czarina, and there they were pri- at Jawe- 
vately married, at which ceremony the gene- ^ 
ral was prefent, and upon this occafion he ; s priTate- 
was made mafter-general of the ordnance, in ly mar- 
the room of the prince of Melita, who died a ried ' 
prifoner in Sweden. General Bruce was at General 
this time knight of four orders, viz. St. An- Bruce’s 
drew, the White Eagle, the Black Eagle, and h 0 n n ojj"f 
the Elephant; and here I received my com- 
miffian as captain in the artillery and engi¬ 
neer, 
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Ki ; OK I! necr. I went from hence to Lemberg to get 
j'^rnyfelf equipped with the uniforms of my 
new corps, and was recommended to a mer¬ 
chant there of the name of Gordon, who 
fhewed me a..great deal of civility. When I 
returned to Jaweroff the army broke up, and 
we went in his majefty’s retinue to Soroka, 
upon the river Neither, where we joined the 
Ruffian army. This place is fix hundred miles 
fouth from Elbing. 

Account The Ruffian army is commanded by a field- 
marihal, and in his abfence by the general of 

aiiiiy. the ordnance, who has under him a lieute¬ 
nant-general and major-general: the regiment 
of artillery confifts of 2400 bombardiers, gun¬ 
ners, miners, and matrofles; befides every 
battalion of the army is attended by one field- 
piece, a three-pounder. The army is reckon¬ 
ed by divifions, each confifting of nine regi¬ 
ments, one of which is grenadiers,' each divi- 
ticn is commanded by a general, a lieutenant- 
general, a major-general, and a brigadier. 
A regiment confifts of two battalions, or eight 
companies, and is commanded by a colonel, a 
lieutenant-colonel, and two majors; and a 
company confifts of 150 private, commanded 
by one captain, two lieutenants, one enfign, 
two ferjeants, one fub-enfign ; and has be¬ 
fides, one captain at arms, one quarter-maf- 
ter, one clerk, a furgeon-barber, two drums, 
one tirnbe rman, five denzigs (or officers fer- 
v.mts), and fourteen waggoners; making in 
fill log: each company has its own feparate 

colours, 
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colours, there being four to every battalion. 

The generals have no regiments, nor the field , 7<i . 
officers, companies; nor have the captains, 
the paying, clothing, arming, and recruiting 
of their companies: this is performed by a 
commiffary, or paymafler; the neceffary re¬ 
cruits are demanded from and provided by the 
governors of the different provinces. A regi¬ 
ment takes its name from the town or pro¬ 
vince where they were firfl raifed, which 
name they always retain, excepting the regi¬ 
ments of grenadiers, which bear the name of 
the commanding general of the divifion; the 
companies of a regiment are commonly dif- 
tinguifhed by numbers, from the ifl to the 
8 th; they always charge in battle four men 
deep, the two foremofl ranks kneeling. The 
czar’s own divifion, at this time, confifled of 
four regiments, each of which have a compa¬ 
ny of grenadiers,’ which no other regiment 
has; the firfl of thefe regiments was that cak¬ 
ed Prebrafinfky, of four battalions; the fe- 
cond that of Samenoffky, of three battalions; 
the third that of Ingermanlandfkv, three bat¬ 
talions-, and the fourth, that of Aftrachanfky, 
of two battalions; in all thirteen battalions, 
including the four companies of grenadiers; 
each company of this divifion has a captain- 
lieutenant additional: there were likewife in 
his majelly’s divifion two other grenadier com¬ 
panies, who were bombardiers, gunners, and 
miners. Each battalion of the army has at 
leaf! one officer that is an engineer. 


The 
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The forces of Ruffia, including garrifons, 
confift of 200,000 foot, and 100,000 cavalry-, 
befides Coflack and Kalmuck Tartars, who 
can, upon occafion, bring 150,000 men into 
the field. All the army wear white cockades; 
the horfe are clad in blue, faced with fearlet; 
the foot in green, faced with fearlet; and the 
artillery in fearlet, with blue facings. 

The army, which we joined at Soroka, 
confifted of five divifions, of 6000 men each, 
commanded by count Zeremetof, field-mar- 
fhal; the firft was the czar’s own divifion, the 
fecond general Weyde’s, the third prince Rep- 
nin’s, the fourth general Hallard’s, and the 
fifth general Rentzel’s; in all 30,000 foot, at¬ 
tended by a very numerous train of artillery, 
and intended for an expedition againft the 
Turks. We were to have been joined by 
30,000 dragoons, who had been detached to 
deftroy a magazine ere&ecf by the Turks upon 
the Neifter, a little above Bender, which fer- 
vice they performed, and beat the Turks 
there, but were prevented from joining us, as 
we did not wait their return: befides thefe, 
there were 50,000 Kalmuck Tartars, and 
20,000 Cofiacks in full march to have joined 
us, and with thefe reinforcements we ifhould 
have been 130,000 ftrong. 

His majefty being now refolved to march 
upon that expedition, without waiting the 
jun&ion of the reft of his forces, iflued a ge¬ 
neral order for all the women, who attended 
the army to be fent away : the czarina, how¬ 
ever, 
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ever, infilled on attending his majefty in the book 11. 
expedition, which was granted, and the gene- rll 
rals petitioned her to obtain the fame liberty 
for their wives, that they might attend her 
majefty, which was alfo granted; and the reft 
of the officers wives, conceiving themfelves 
equally entitled to the indulgence, all went, 
notwithftanding the order. This circumftance, 
although it confiderably augmented the train 
of our baggage, proved in the end a very for¬ 
tunate one. 

Our prefent fudden march feems to have 
been occafioned by the fecret engagements of 
Brancoven, prince of Moldavia, who under¬ 
took not only to join us with his whole forces, 
but to provide us plentifully with provifions 
and forage, both of which were foon out of 
his power; for the grand feignior coming at 
the knowledge of this intended revolt, diveil¬ 
ed him of his principality, and gave it to 
Cantamire, prince of Wallachia, with orders to 
him to feize Brancoven, and fend him to 
Conftantinople; and with orders at the fame 
time to throw a bridge over the Danube, to 
facilitate the paffage of the Turkifh army to 
oppole us; but the Turk was di{appointed as 
well as we; for fome of their principal men 
ufing Cantamire extremely ill, lie protracted 
the building of the bridge inftead of haftening 
it; and in the mean time difpatched an officer 
to the czar, praying him to join him with all 
expedition wilh 30,000 men, which number 
he thought would be fufficient, with his own 

troops, 
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book II. troops, to prevent the Turks from paffing the 
j 7IJ Danube. The czar having juft been difip- 
pointed, if not deceived, by Brancoven (ror 
he afterwards made a merit of it to the Turk), 
could place no confidence in the fincerity of 
Cantamire, nor was it fufficiently nnderftood, 
till it was too late to prevent their paffing that 
river. 

Council of On the 14th of June, our army paffed the 

Neifter* 16 lifter, when his majefty called a council of 
war, which was held in general Bruce’s tent, 
when prince Cantamire’s letter was read; the 
czar then mentioned his intention to march 
forward, without waiting the junction of the 
reft of the troops; all the generals expreffed 
their approbation of the meafure, except ge¬ 
neral Hallard, who faid nothing. The czar 
obferving his filence, ordered him to declare 
his mind, and give him his opinion freely: the 
general replied, that as the council w T ere fo 
unanimous he never would have made any 
objection, had not his majefty infilled on his 
declaring his fentiments; he then frankly told 
the czar, he was very much furprifed that the 
king of Sweden’s misfortune did not ferve as 
a fufficient warning; for that prince had been 
milled by the advice of the traitor Mazeppe : 
he could not help thinking our prefent ftate 
was a fimilar one; “ The prince of Moldavia 
“ had already difappointed us, and for any 
“ fecurity we have, the prince of Wallachia 
“ may do the fame; for although he Ihould 
“ mean -well himfelf, yet he may want the 

“ power 
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“ power to ft rve us; for it is to be feared his 
“ troops, who have long been ufed to the 
“ Turkifh government, will not enter into 
“ his fentiments.”—And this proved to be tx- 
a&ly the cafe. 

The march, however, was refolved on, and 
we fet out the fame night to avoid the intenfe 
heat of the day, and continued to march for 
three nights through a barren defart heath, 
without a drop of water all the way, which 
was feverely felt both by man and bead:. On 
the 18th, we arrived at the river Pruth, 
where we loft a number of our baggage- 
horfes, by their drinking too plentifully of 
the water; we pafted the river on the 19th, 
near JafTey, the capital and refidence of the 
prince of Moldavia. At this place, prince Prince 
Cantamire joined us in perfon with very few c ? nta .*. 
attendants, both the Wallachian and Molda- tVi'e^ ,oins 
vian troops having left him for fear of the without 
Turks. We continued our march down the * r n 0 y ops _ 
Pruth till the 21ft, when we met a prodigious 
fwarm of locufts, which, at their rifmg, over- A fw 
fhadowed the whole army like a cloud ; they ot'iocutls. 
had not only deftroyed the grafs of the fields, 
but alfo the tender bark and leaves of the 
trees: here again we loft a number of our 
carriage-cattle for want of forage; it was ve¬ 
ry remarkable that the locufts never left our 
army, and we no fooner pitched our tents 
than they came down and covered the whole 
cam ; we tried by firing cannon and fmall 
arms, and burning trains of powder on the 

E • ground 
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TOOK U. ground to chafe them away, but all in vain ; 

, 7 f^“thcy attended us on our march along the ri- 
The ver till the 27th, when we difcovered the 

Turks Tnrkilh army eroding the Pruth. Upon this, 

appear. g enera l Janus was detached with a body of 
troops, and twelve pieces of cannon, to dis¬ 
pute their paffage ; but he was too late, for 
half their army had paffed before he could get 
up to them, fo that he found it prudent to 
retreat to the army. It was very furprifing, 
that we had not the leaft intelligence of fo 
numerous an army, which confifted of no lefs 
than 200,000 meii, till they were within fight 
of us. 

The Rnf- Our army drew up in order of battle, at 
fians fonn fome diftance from the river, in hopes to 
ve/prutT them to an engagement; but they kept 
out of the reach of our cannon, and extend¬ 
ing their numerous army, endeavoured to fur- 
round us, and cut us off from the river. We 
remained under arms till night, and being 
convinced of their intention, we made a very 
diforderly retreat to fecure the river, our di- 
vifions being all feparated from each other in 
the dark, and as we w r ere now greatly defici¬ 
ent in horfes, w’e burnt a number of our bag¬ 
gage waggons, that they fhould not fall into 
the enemy’s hands; and it was furprifing, that 
from the number of fires that were blazing in 
the night, the enemy did not perceive our 
confufion, which afforded them a fine oppor¬ 
tunity to have defiroyed our whole armv, and 
they might eafily have done it with a fmail 

part 
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part of theirs ; but happily for us they feemed BOOK If. 
to pay greater attention to their own fafety than I?1I 
our deftruCtion, for they happened to be very 
bufy entrenching themfelves, by which means 
we efcaped their notice. At day-break, our 
fcattered troops were again put in order, and 
our army formed into a hollow fquare, the 
river ferving for the fourth fide, which en¬ 
abled us to give our fquare a larger extent;’ 
and our waggons were formed into an inclo- 
fure within, for the protection of the ladies. 

On the other fide of the river, and opposite 
to us, the Crim Tartars were placed, where 
the king of Sweden had pitched his tent to 
difcover the motions of our army. The Tar¬ 
tars annoyed us much in watering, but bring¬ 
ing a few pieces of cannon to play upon them, 
they were foon obliged to keep at a diftance. 

Our army was furrounded by a chevaux de 
frize, which was the only protection we had. 

The Turkifh army furrounded U9 on all Ens? 
fides, with a defign to ftarve us into a fur- theVurfcs 
render, and this they certainly would have ^ r v ee 
done in a fhort time, had they not been too 
eager in attacking us, which they did three 
days and ' three nights together; but fortu¬ 
nately for us, they attacked only one fide of 
our fquare at a time, which enabled us to re¬ 
lieve our wearied troops, from time to time, 
as they became harraffed by fatigue, and it 
alfo enabled us to ufe our large train of ar¬ 
tillery, which did great execution among them,’ 

E 2 and 



MEMOIRS OF 


BOOKH. a nd luckily they had none to annoy us with, 

as t ^ ie ' r8 was not y et arr i ve( i. 

The cza- On the fourth day, the czar, being inform- 
rina faves ed that our ammunition was all fpent tq 
army and ^hfee charges of cannon and finall arms, or- 
prince dered all the officers in the army, with a 
Cann- num ber of feled men, to mount on horfe- 
back and attend in perfon ; his intention was 
to force his way through the Turkifharmy in 
the night, and to go through Tranfilvania in¬ 
to Hungary : but the czarina coming to the 
knowledge of this dangerous refolution, and 
forefeeing the hazard that would attend the 
czar, and the lofs and difgrace that would 
fall upon his arms and army, very luckily hit 
upon a better expedient, which laved us all 
from deftrudion. She colleded all the mo¬ 
ney, plate, and jewels which were in the ar¬ 
my, for which fhe gave her own receipt and 
obligation to pay the refpedive owners, and 
with this valuable prefent fhe had the addrefs 
to prevail on the grand vizier to conclude a 
peace, and the tranfadion was immediately 
finilhed in the name of the field-marlhal, with¬ 
out the czar’s knowledge, whp was juft going 
to let out on his very dangerous expedition, 
which her majefty flopped by telling him, that 
the grand vizier had agreed to conclude a 
peace on reafonable terms. This piece of 
confummate female difcretion was followed by 
a moft pundual dilcharge of her obligations 
for the plate, &c. on her return home. The 
principal conditions of the peace, on our part, 
were to deliver up to the Turks, Azoph, Tai- 

ganrog, 
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ganrog, and Caminiek, and that our troops book ft. 
Should evacuate Poland; for the performance * 7 ^ 7 ^' 
of which, the vice-chancellor Schafirof, and 
major-general count Zeremetof, were deliver¬ 
ed as hoftages. They infilled alfo, that prince 
Cantamire of Moldavia fhould be delivered up 
to them; but were told, that the prince had 
left our camp; which, indeed, was believed 
by moll of ourlelves; for the treaty was no 
fooner thought on, than the czarina Ihut 
him up in her own coach, which was known 
only to the fervant who carried him his 
vi&uals. The czar ever afterwards enter¬ 
tained a great regard for prince Cantamire, 
and gave him feveral landed eftates both in 
Rulfia and the Ukraine, befides fettling a pen- 
lion of 20,000 rubles a year upon him. 

The king of Sweden hearing of this peace, The King 
went with the cham of Tartary, who was at upholds' 1 
that time ftrongly interefled in his favour, to the grand 
the grand vizier, to know why he had con- viz,er ' 
eluded a peace fo haftily, when he had it in 
his power to have made the czar and his 
whole army prifoners^ The vizier informed 
him, that as the fultan had veiled him with 
full powers for war or peace, he could not re- 
fufe them peace, feeing they defired it upon 
terms honourable to the grand feignor, and 
by which he had gained more than could have 
been expedled. The king anfwered, that if 
he had carried the czar a prifoner to Conllan- 
tinople, they could then have obliged him to 
grant what terms they pleafed; and told the 

vizier, 
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book ii. vizier, if he would now give him 20,000 of 
, 7M _ his beft troops, he would yet recover the op¬ 
portunity that had been negleited, and was 
on the point of being loft for ever. The 
grand vizier replied, “ God preferve us from 
“ breaking a treaty of peace without any rea- 
“ fon, as I have already accepted the hoftages 
“ for the performance of it.” Poniatofiky, a 
Polifh general in Staniflaus’S intereft, being 
prefent, and feeing the king now filent, an- 
fwered, “ There is ftill a remedy without 
breaking the treaty, which is to put the 
“ king at the head of 20 or 30,000.of your 
“ beft troops, whereby he may flop the czar, 
“ and oblige him to a more honourable peace 
“ before he proceeds any farther The vizier 
then faid, “ This feems to me at leaft an im- 
“ direit violation of the treaty, in which it is 
“ provided, that the king may return into 
“ his own dominions, through the czar ; s ter- 
“ ritorieS, with a ftrong convoy of Turks, 
“ after w r hich, if he pleafes, he may. make 
“ peace with the czar.” The king looked 
full at the grand vizier, and laughed in his 
face, without making any gnfwer; but in re¬ 
tiring, he turned lb fhort on his heel, that he 
tore the vizier’s robe with his fpur, and 
mounting his horfe, he went off highly dif- 
plcafcd: he then concern-,! mealures with the 
chain to attack ns with his Tartars on our 
march, of which the vizier being informed, re¬ 
inforced us with 30,000 fpahis, the beft ca¬ 
valry in the Turkifb iei vice, to conduit us to 

the 
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the Neifter: the vizier fent us alfo feveral BOOKJI. 
waggon-loads of provifions as a prefent to our 
army. 

Matters being thus accommodated, we de- J be t Rur ‘ 
camped on the 2d of July, in good order, with turn un^ 
drums beating and colours flying: our artille- derthe 
ry and baggage marched between us and the 
river, and our chevaux de frize were carried, 
each by two men, between us and the Turks, 
to be in readinefs in cafe the Tartars had per- 
fevered in their plan to attack us: we march¬ 
ed this day in view of the Turkifh army. At Colonel 
our fetting out, colonel Pitt had the misfor • lad y 
tune to lofe both his wife and daughter, beau- daughter 
ful women, by the breaking of one of their carr *dofr 
coach w r heels; by this accident, they were left Tartars 
fo far in the rear, that the Tartars feized and 
carried them off. The colonel addrefled him- 
felf to the grand vizier, w T ho ordered a Arid 
enquiry to be made, but to no purpofe. The 
colonel being afterwards informed that they 
were both carried to Conftantinople, and pre- 
fented to the grand feignor, obtained a pafs, 
and went there in fearch of them, and getting 
acquainted with a Jew dodor, who was phyfi- 
cian to the feraglio, the dodor told him there 
had been two fuch ladies as he defcribed, 
lately prefented to the fultan; but that when 
any of the fex w r ere once taken into the fera¬ 
glio, they were never fuffered to come out 
again. The colonel, neverthelefs, tried every 
expedient he could devife to recover his wife, 
if he could not get both, till becoming out¬ 
rageous 
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BOOK 11 . rageous by repeated difappointment, and very 
clamorous, they fhut him up in a dungeon, 
17 " and it was with much difficulty he got releafed 
by the interceffion of fome of the ambaffadors 
at the court; and was afterwards told by the 
Jew do&or, that they both died of the plague: 
with which information he was obliged to 
content himfelf and return home. 

The The grand feignor receiving the news of 

grand t he peace, and the advantages he had thereby 
approves acquired, ordered public rejoicings for three 
the days, and teflified his approbation of the vh 
tItaty ’ zier’s condudi, not only in the reception he 
gave him, but by his complimentary letters 
and magnificent prefents. For want of horfes 
our march was fo flow, that it was the nth 
of July before we reached Stepanowa, when 
we croffed the Pruth, and on the 14th art- 
rived at the Neifter, after a fhort, but very 
dangerous campaign. Next day we croffed 
this river and reached the camp, where we 
found our dragoons, Coffaeks, and Tartars, 
who were now rejoiced at our fafe return, 
having heard very difmal accounts of us. 
The bafifa, who efcorted us here, faid when 
he faw thefe troops, that if they had joined 
us, we fhould have been an over-match for 
the Turkifh army. Our army now feparated 
and took different routes: the czar fet out for 
Caplin Germany, taking general Bruce with him, but 
Bruce no t before he had wrote frefh inftruftions for 
baron Schafirof, and difpatched them by, ex, 
Coniian- prefs for Conftantinople, of whigh I was tbp 
tinopl^. - bearer 1 
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bearer; fo that I returned with the baffa who BOOKIT. 
had conducted us to this place, and who J?lI . 
had now only 2000 troops, the reft having 
left us on the difappearing of the Tartars. 

The fultan, upon the reprefentations of the 
king of Sweden, had, in the mean time, twice 
broke this peace, and renewed it again with 
the fame eafe; this was apprehended, and oc- 
caftoned the inftrudtions 1 now carried. 

On our way to Adrianople, I received many 
civilities from the bafifa, and we arrived there 
the 2d of Auguft, where we found baron 
Schafirof and count Zeremetof, and who foon 
after fet out with us for Conftantinople, where 
we arrived the 25th, being met at fome dis¬ 
tance from the city by count Tolftoi, our am- 
baftador, who had been confined in the Seven 
Towers ever fince the declaration of war, but 
was now releafed. 

This city is lituated on a point, or tongue Adefcrip- 
of land, that jets out into the fea, it is of ° c f it 
a triangular form, and fourteen miles in cir- * at ° tr * 
cumference; the houfes are generally built of 
wood, and the ftreets fo narrow, that in moft 
of them, two loaded horfes cannot go a-breaft; 
and the houfes projeft fo much at the upper 
parts, that in many places one may with eafe 
ftep out of the window of one houfe into the 
window of another on the oppofite fide of the 
ftreet: this capital error in building the city 
docs not feem to have proceeded from want of 
room, for it abounds in gardens and large 
fquarcs and courts; and it is owing to this 

circumftance 
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circumfiance that a fire is always attended 
17**. with fuch devaluation, for it burns with irre- 
lifiible fury till fome garden or fquare puts a 
Hop to its progrefs. The moft regular part of 
this city is the Befeftin, inclofed with walk 
and gates, where the merchants have their 
fhops, which are ranged and difpofed in fuch 
excellent order, that a buyer may difpatch his 
bufinefs in a quarter of an hour; every trade 
has its own feparate department in the place; 
the gates are Ihut every night at ten o’clock. 
In another part of the city is the Hippodrome, 
an oblong fquare of four hundred paces by 
two hundred, where they exercife on horle- 
back: towards the end, oppofite the feraglio, 
are two obelilks; the firfi conlifts of one Hone 
feventy feet high, and Hands on a fquare pet 
deftal of marble, adorned with feveral hierc- 
glyphical figures in relievo; the other is a 
lpiral pyramid built of free ftone, without any 
ornament or infcription; near thefe Hands the 
ferpentine column, a brazen pillar of confider- 
able height; it is compofed of three ferpents 
wreathed and twified together, with their tails 
on the ground and ending at top with three 
gaping heads and forked tongues, expreffive of 
Titling. At fome difiance from this are two 
other columns, in a large court appointed for 
the exercife of the bow and arrow, where the 
archers very frequently hit a mark not bigger 
than a Ihiiling, at the difiance of an hundred 
paces. The Meidun, or parade, is a very 

large 

* 
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large fpacious fquare, and is the place of ge- BQ0 ^ Kt ^ J 
neral refort of all ranks. , 7 ,,. 

Among the principal mofques, or churches, 
in this city, the firft is that of St. Sophia, for- morgues, 
merly a chriftian church ; it is an hundred 
and twenty paces long, and eighty broad ; on 
each fide is a portico, fupported by thirty co¬ 
lumns, each fixteen feet high, ornamented 
with very fine cornices; it is covered with a 
dome, or round roof, enriched with grand 
Mofaicwork,and finely gilded; the pavement 
is of marble, and covered over with matting. 

The tomb of Conftantine the Great is ftill 
preferved, and which the Turks hold in great 
veneration, although they fuffer neither im¬ 
age or pidture in their mofques ; this being 
the only ancient building which now remains 
here of that kind; for all the reft were built 
by the fultans, or fultaneffes, whofe names 
they bear : they are built after the fame mo¬ 
del, differing only in fize, with a number of 
fountains, and variety of painting, fo that a 
defeription of one will convey a juft idea of 
all the reft. The next is the mofque of the 
fultanefs Valide, ftanding in the middle of a 
large fquare court, and is environed with archr 
ed canopies, in the form of porticos, under 
which are many fountains, with cocks for the 
people to wafh themfelves at before they enter 
the mofque; it has but one gate, which is 
furrounded with a portico of confiderable 
height, paved with white and black marble, 
and fupported by fixty-four columns of red 

marble^ 
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book H marble, eight of which are porphyry, and 
*■^ 7 " P' ace( ^ near tlne entry ; the plafond is adorned 
with painting and figures, after the Turkifh 
manner * the portico is covered with little 
domes, furrounding a large one in the middle, 
and all covered with lead ; at the four corners 
of the building are four high turrets, ending 
in a globe, or crefcent, from which their 
priefts call the people to prayers, having no 
bells for that purpofe. 

The city is rendered very commodious with 
lDoSonshoufes, called Hans, or caravanferais, for the 
for a-£n- entertainment and accommodation of foreign 
gm ' merchants ; the Hans confift of four fides of 
building, inclofing a large fquare court, with 
a fountain in the middle ; the walls are very 
ft rang, and the windows weft fecured with 
bars for the fafety of the property lodged 
there; the roots confift of little domes, cover¬ 
ed with lead, like thofe of the mofques : the 
Hans contain only two ftories, divided into 
rooms which have not the leaft communica¬ 
tion with each other j the lower ftory is di¬ 
vided into warehoufes for goods, and the up¬ 
per ftory into lodging-apartments for the mer¬ 
chants, who muft provide every thing for their 
accommodation, for they find nothing w'hen 
they come in but the bare walls. The cara¬ 
vanferais are a poorer fort of inns, and built 
in the fame manner as the Hans, which ferve 
the poorer fort of ftrangers, and fervants of the 
caravans, and have iiabling for their camels. 

Befides 
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,Befides thefe, there are no other public houfes BOOKH. 
of entertainment. 

The city is furrounded by a high and thick s^ength. 
wall, with battlements, after the oriental man¬ 
ner, and towers at fome diftance from each 
other, defended by a lined but fhallow ditch, 
and on the land-fide thefe works are double 
thofe with the Seven Towers, are all the 
ftrength of Conftantinople. The feraglio is T,ie _ 
built on the point of the land jetting into the rasho ' 
fea ; it occupies a fpace of four miles in cir¬ 
cumference, the greateft part of which is laid 
out in gardens; the whole ftru&ure is irre¬ 
gular, for it is indeed only a medley of con- 
fufed building, ornamented with a number of 
thofe little gilded fpires and globes without 
beauty or order; the principal entry is near 
St. Sophia, and refembles the gate of an old 
paltry town, without architecture or orna¬ 
ment ; through this gate we entered into a 
large court, where, on the right, are the apart¬ 
ments for the fick, and on the left are maga¬ 
zines of arms for a thoufand men ; from this 
court we palled into another, bordered with 
two large porticos; on our right hand are the 
kitchens, and Rabies for an hundred horfe on 
the left; but wc were permitted to go no far¬ 
ther. The feraglio, with its gardens, &c. is 
furrounded with a very high wall of grey 
Rone, with a parapet at the top, and battle¬ 
ments like thofe of the city, and which in¬ 
doles the old and new feraglios : in the old 
one, the it..yang fultan fhuts up the wives of 

liiS 
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bookII. hjg predeceffor, who, at their entrance, look 
, 7 , K back on the pleafures of this life as gone for 
ever; the new feraglio is contiguous to his 
own palace. The great officers of ftate are. 
but meanly lodged, moft of their houfes are 
inclofed in a kind of park, containing a gar¬ 
den, and a large court, having ftables on one 
fide, and kitchens on the other. The many 
gilded globes and fpires, refembling fleeples, 
which appear in all parts of the city, contri¬ 
bute very much to its grand appearance, efpe- 
cially at a diftance. 

Scutari, a Oppofite to the feraglio, on the fide of Afia, 
fine view, and diftant about a mile and a half, acrofs 
the water, lies Scutari : it is a large town, 
adorned with a royal mofque and a palace, or 
pleafure-houfe,, of the grand feignior’s. The 
brow of a hill, near Scutari, prefents one of 
the grandeft and moft beautiful profpecfts, per¬ 
haps, the world affords : here you have before 
you, in one view, the cities of Conftantinople, 
Galata, and Pera, the fmall leas of the Bof- 
phorus and Propontis, with the adjacent coun¬ 
tries on the fhores of each. 

The port The port and harbour have their peculiar 
and har- beauties; the harbour is three miles long, and 
one broad, clean and deep throughout, and 
fo fteep to the fhore, that the largeft veffels 
come fo clofe you may ftep on board or a 
ftiore without a boat; at the entrance of the 
port ftands Leander’s tower, a high fquare 
building; there is a fountain on the rock, 
and fome pieces of cannon, which might. de¬ 
fend 
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fend the city on that fide in cafe of neceffity. BOOK II. 
On the oppofite fide of the port are Four con- 17iI 
fiderable towns, but which are confidered as 
a part of the fuburbs of the city, as their Subu,:,>s ' 
diftance from it, over the port, is fo fmall, 
that a perfon may eafily be heard on the other 
fide i they are named Pacha, Galata, Pera, and 
Tophana, and are eight miles in circumfe¬ 
rence. Pera is the place where the foreign 
ambafladors, and all the Franks refide, for 
they are not permitted to live in the city ; 

Galata is, properly fpeaking, a city of itfelf, 
handfomely built, being furrounded by walls, 
and has large fuburbs, is exceedingly popu¬ 
lous, and moftly inhabited by Franks and 
Jews, and is a place of great trade. Franks 
is the general denomination of all ftrangcrs 
that are Chriftians. At the end of the port 
ftands the grand arfenal, which covers a con- Arfcnaf; 
fiderable fpace of ground, and contains arms 
for 60,000 men, where alfo the gallies are laid 
up in an hundred and twenty arches. 

The air is extremely pure, and fo whole- A ! r and 
fome, that the inhabitants are never fubjed to c e ' 
any epidemical difeafe but the plague, which 
vilits them every year, and then makes a 
dreadful havock amongft them. It is imagin¬ 
ed they would live till they dropt into the 
grave through mere old age, if their days were 
not cut off by this peftilential malady; ther 
are lb little acquainted with any other mortal 
diftemper, that when they are told the plague 
is hardly known in Britain, thev naturally a fit, 

“ Wlm 
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ROOK H. « What then do the people die of ?” The 
, 7I1 climate, being in 41 deg. 30 min. north, is fo 
temperate, that the winters are never cold, 
and the fummer’s heat is greatly allayed by the 
cooling breezes from the fea. 

The Turks feem to contrail us in almofl 
their whole manner: with us it has always 
contraft- been deemed honourable to be efpoufed to one 
cd - woman, they marry feveral wives ; we reckon 
our cloaths the moll commodious for being 
fhort, they wear theirs down to their heels ; 
we efteem long hair and a fmooth face orna¬ 
ments to the countenance, they fhave their 
heads and let their beards grow; we write in 
a flrait line from left to right, they in a 
crooked one from right to left : they crouch 
Domeftic down to make water like the women. They 
dations' 0 ' ^ ave no houlhold furniture, fuch as beds, ta¬ 
bles, chairs, looking-glafTes, or pictures; the 
bare Walls, with a plafond, or ceiling, and a 
fopha, are all the riches or ornaments in their 
rooms; the rich, indeed, paint their ceilings 
and walls in the Morefco talle, and their fo- 
phas are two feet high, and reach from the 
one end of the room to the other, under the 
windows,, and are ten feet broad, covered 
with Turkey or Perfian Tapeftry; befides 
thefe, there are matts laid along the other fides 
of the room, five or fix feet broad, covered 
with cloth or velvet, and over thefe are laid 
large culhions, fluffed with hair or wool; thefe 
cushions, in the houfes of the grandees, are 
curioufly embroidered, or covered with a rich 

cloth 
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cloth of gold. Loitering in floth and idlenefs, book II. 
crofs-legged like fo many taylors, the Turk ' v ’ 
waftes almoft his whole time, |plling on thefe * 71 * 
culhions, or fophas, fmoking tobacco, and 
drinking cofee or Iherbet, without either di- 
verfion or amufement, but playing with fhells, 
or at trick-track, or the goofe. 

Their provinces, cities, and towns, are go- Ipterna | 
verned by baffas, fub-baffas, waiwodes,. cadis, govern- 
(or judges), and collectors. The bafia is in- |j^ nr 
veiled with the fupreme executive authority, try. 
and is accountable for the revenues of his go¬ 
vernment to the grand feignior; but to fecure 
a free toleration to be as arbitrary a tyrant in 
his province as his mailer is in his empire, he 
farms his oppreffions at an annual tribute to 
the fultan, of money and Haves, exclulive of 
the ordinary duties, culloms, and impofls of 
the province: the fultan thus gratified, and a 
wide door opened to the rapacious avarice of 
the imperious baffa, he exercifes all manner of 
cruel oppreffions, when there is any thing to 
be got by it, in his whole dominions, without 
regard to quality or condition, widow oj: or¬ 
phan, it is all the fame. The increafing trea¬ 
sure of fome of thefe baffas enables them to 
maintain a Handing army of their own, where¬ 
by they become formidable to the grand feig¬ 
nior himfelf, who then is obliged to wink at 
their crimes rather than run the hazard of 
punilhing them; for the baffa can rely on his 
forces while he is able to pay them ; fo that 
between the defpotic tyrant and his grim lieu- 

F tenant, 
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cook ii. tenant, it is no very definable privilege to be 
a Turkifn fubicdt. The waiwode is a city 
magiftrate : tire colle&or is a receiver of the 
cuftoras, and has great authority to take cog¬ 
nizance of all fraudulent pra&ices in the pe¬ 
cuniary revenues, and in all his decifions he 
is both judge and jury ; and his fentence is 
always regulated by the profit it yields. The 
Cadi is a judge of the law. . 

Religion. The Turkifh religion acknowledges four 
prophets; Enoch, Mofes, Jefus Chrift, and 
Mahomet; they believe that Judas, who in¬ 
tended to betray his mailer to the Jews, was 
by them crucified in his ftead, and that Chrift 
was tranflated into heaven; they upbraid the 
Chriftians w'ith folly and impiety, for believ¬ 
ing that he, whom they adore as God, was 
put to fuch a fhameful death, and the very 
fight of a crucifix fills them with anger and 
rage. They believe that Chrift will come to 
judge the world, but that he will firft reign a 
thoufand years upon the earth, and marry, 
and beget children ; but they will not ac- 
knowlege a Trinity of perfons in the Godhead, 
alledging, that fuch an opinion would abfo- 
lutely deftroy the unity of that fovereign Be¬ 
ing, without which he could not be God. 
They fay that Chrift was fucceeded by Ma¬ 
homet, after whom there fhaft come no other 
prophet. They believe that there is an infi¬ 
nite number of angels, fome good, others bad; 
fome white, others black : they imagine, that 
every man has two angels who conftantly at¬ 
tend 
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t-nd him, the one writes down all his good, book II. 
the other all his bad adfions. They are of 
opinion, that the fouls of the wicked enter 
not into hell till the day of judgment, but 
remain with their bodies in the grave, where 
they are tormented by the black angels till the 
laft day, when they will be fent to hell, and 
fufFer moft cruel punifhments for a certain 
period, according to the enormity of the crimes 
they have committed in this life, at the expi¬ 
ration of which they will be releafed and ad¬ 
mitted into paradife, where they will enjoy 
the fame happinefs that is appointed for good 
men; for, fay they, it is inconfillent with Di¬ 
vine goodnefs to punifh a being eternally for 
the offences of fo fhort a life. They pray Worth?, 
five times a day; at day-break, noon, three 
o’clock; fix o’clock, and an hour after the 
clofe of the evening : on Friday, - being their 
fabbath, they affemblq for public worfhip, 
when the I man, or prieft, fays prayers, and 
delivers a kind of fermon, or exhortation, to 
his hearers, but none of their women are fuf- 
fered to appear at their public devotions. 

They keep Lent, which lafts thirty days, and 
they are obliged to faff every day from morning 
till night, during all that time, being permit¬ 
ted neither to eat, drink, or finoak tobacco : 
lent ends with the moon, and every body is 
fo impatient to fee the new deliverer that is to 
releafe them from their loathed abftinence, 
that they run to the tops of houfes, and even - 
of mountains, to fee its rife ; and as foon as 

F 2 it 
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book II. Jt peeps in the horizon, they falute it with fe-» 
^7^ veral reverential bows - r their cattles alfo pro¬ 
claim the welcome news by repeated difcharg- 
es of their great guns : the three fucceeding 
clays are l'pent in mirth and jollity. They are 
allowed at no time to eat hog’s flefh, or drink 
wine. They are fo entirely abforbed in their 
faith of predeftination, that they rife no pre¬ 
cautions in the time of the plague; and are 
offended at the Chriftians for taking care of 
their health on fuch occafions, by fhunning 
the houfes where the infedion is, aflerting, 
they ought not to forfake dying or dead men. 

The plague which fweeps away fuch vaft 
numbers of the inhabitants, feems in fome 
degree neceflary to the prefervation of the 
country, as they are increafed one fifth part 
of their number yearly; which is eafily ac¬ 
counted for, when it is confidered that every 
man is allowed to marry four wives, and keep 
feveral concubines ; and there are befides, fifty 
thoufand flaves brought into Turkey every 
. year; fo that the country would foon be over- 
ftocked with inhabitants, and the people in 
danger of ftarving, if their numbers were not 
curtailed by this malady : yet, notw r ithftand- 
ing the terrible havock made by the peftilence, 
the land is ftill full of people. 

Genius. Their manners and cuftoms, as I obferved 
before, are oppofite to ours in almott every 
refped : they are fo far from ftudying to im¬ 
prove their underftanding, that they in a man¬ 
ner glory in their ignorance; and their am¬ 
bition 
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bition is fo fmall that they never attempt any bookh. 
thing that has not fome fordid interefted view 
for its objed ; living for the mofi part a re- 
clufe and lazy Hfe, fcarce ever looking beyond 
the fphere of their own families; and provided 
their wives are handfome, their horfes well 
curried, and their fervants fubmiflive and re- 
fpe&ful, they have not the fmalleft curiofity 
about the affairs of the reft of the world. 
Contented with their lot they fit whole days 
on a fopha, without any other occupation 
than drinking coffee, fmoaking, or carefling 
their wives j fo their whole life is a continual 
revolution of eating, drinking, and fleeping, 
intermixt with fome dull recreations. . Yet 
they cannot be accufed of luxury in eating, 
for ‘a fowl boiled with rice, coriander-feed, 
and fugar, is the beft difh that is ferved up, 

(which they call pilaw) ; that, with a difh of Diet - 
fifh, &c. and a deffert of fweetmeats, makes 
their meal. When the hour of dinner comes, 
a fervant brings an odangular table of wal¬ 
nut-tree, inlaid with ivory, not above a foot 
and a half diameter, which he places on the 
fopha, and having laid the cloth, ferves up 
the difhes one after another; another fervant 
fpreads a napkin on his mafter’s knees, and 
ftands behind him to carve and help him to 
what he choofes, for it is beneath the gran¬ 
deur of a Turk to do any thing for himfelft 
They never drink at meals, though they are 
in no hurry in difpatching them, but as foon 
as the table is removed, a fervant brings a 

cup 
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BOOK II. CU p 0 f fherbet, and then the coffee and to- 
, 7lI bacco, with which his mafler beguiles the reft 
of the day : their veffels are all earthen or 
Reft. porcelain. At night, a mat, fheets, and co¬ 
verlet, are brought, and they fleep in the fame 
place where they ate, drank, fmoaked, played, 
and loitered all the day. This is their con- 
ftant courfe of life, after they ceafe to be 
Exercife y out ^ s J f° r from the age .of fifteen to twen- 
ot their ty, they learn the ufe of arms, the art of 
loath, riding, the bow, throwing the dart, and other 
exercifes of that nature; and, indeed, they 
are excellent horfemen, notwithstanding their 
high faddles and fhort ftirrups, for they rule 
their horfes with great dexterity without whip 
or fpur, inftead of which they ufe a batoon, 
three feet long, holding it by the middle, and 
ftriking with the ends as they find it neceffa- 
ry to dired the horfe’s motion. Their horfes 
are very fwift, and ftretch themfelves fo far, 
in running, that their bellies feem to touch 
the ground. The Turks throw the dart fo 
admirably well on horfeback, that they hit the 
mark at full fpeed, very feldom miffing their 
aim ; and what is more furprifing, they will 
throw their batoon as far before them as 
• they can, and following at full fpeed, catch 
it on the ground as the horfe paffes, without 
givjng him the leaft ch.ch. 

The men’s drefs confifts in long and wide 
breaches, reaching to their ancles, with lea- 
ft-.-ckings fattened to the lower part of 
■, and is called a chackfir, and fhort boots 

of 
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of red leather : a fhirt of very fine cotton book if. 
cloth, made exaflly like a woman’s frnock, 
only wider, efpecially at the fleeves, which 
are open : over this they wear a cafetan, 
which is a kind of long caffock, with narrow 
fleeves buttoned at the wrift; the fummer 
cafetan is made of white cotton cloth, and in 
winter of filk fluff quilted with cotton, and 
are girt about the waift with a filken fcarf, in 
which they fatten their poniard, the handle 
of which is made of filver or ivory, enriched 
with jewels: they never appear with a fabre 
but when they go into the country. The up¬ 
per garment is a cloth gown, which they call 
a veft ; in fummer it is lined with taffety, 
and in winter with coftly furs, thefe with the 
turban complete the drefs of the man. 

The habit of the women is not much diffe- Drefs of 
rent, and that chiefly confifts in being a great ,heladies - 
deal richer. They wear a cafetan of gold 
brocade, fattened before with large pearls, or 
a fmall knot of diamonds; it covers their 
fhoulders entirely, but is cut fo low at the 
top, that their breaft would remain naked if 
it was not covered with their frnock, and a 
little waiftcoat they wear over it; this waift- 
coat fits very clofe to the body, and keeps up 
the breafts : above the cafetan, they wear a 
leathern girdle, covered with plates and ftuds 
of gold and filver, fet with precious ftoncs of 
beautiful luftre. Their frnock is always of the 
fineft flowered filk, and hangs over their chack- 
fir, which, in fummer, is made of the fame 

filk, 
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filk, as moft agreeable in the exceffive heat. 
Their upper veil is either of fine cloth or vel¬ 
vet, embroidered, or of rich cloth of gold. 
Their head-drefs is very elegant and becom¬ 
ing ; the talpo is a large high velvet cap, 
fomewhat refembling a clofe crown, is made 
to fit neat round the head, and widens up¬ 
wards ; it is adorned with the richeft embroi¬ 
dery of gold, filver, and pearls, and is fo high, 
that it would fall back on the fhoulders, were 
it not artificially fupported above the head, 
where they plait arid fold it w ith much art : it 
, is alfo enriched w’ith long firings of pearls cu- 
rioufly interwoven and ftrewed with diamonds, 
rubies, and all forts of jewels ; it is fafiened 
to the head, with a frontlet tw’O fingers broad, 
and fo rich that it may compare with a dia¬ 
dem ; round the frontlet are little gold chains, 
with a diamond hanging at the end of one, 
an emerald at another, &c. which dangle up¬ 
on the forehead and on both fides of the face. 
Their hair is braided in a long trefs, four fin¬ 
gers broad, hanging down an incredible length, 
on fome even to the heel; they wear a little 
curl on each fide of the forehead, w hich hangs 
in a ringlet down the fide of the face, and thele 
curls ingrofs much of their attention ; they 
dye them black, as they do alfo their eye¬ 
brow’s, which are extremely regular, for they 
finape them with a razor; the women, in ge¬ 
neral, paint, and are, notwithftanding, moft 
charming creatures. They feem to be made 
for love, their adlions, gefiures, difeourfe. and 

locks. 
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looks, are all amorous, and admirably fitted BOOK II. 
to kindle that foft paflion : fince they have 
nothing elfe to do they make it their only bu- 
ftnefs to pleafe. Belides their elegance and 
beauty, their extreme neatnefs is none of their 
leaft confiderable charms ; they bathe twice a 
week to keep themfelves clean ; and then, by 
a peculiar art, they crack all the joints in Ointment 
every limb •, and to deftroy excrefcent hairs, of pilaw * 
they anoint the Ikin with pilaw, which makes 
the hairs fall off, and gives an additional 
whitenefs and foftnefs to the tkin. 

The Turks, who are commonly governed Their 
by their intereft in their marriages, are obliged predomi- 
to court by proxy, and to be fatisfied with a 
character inftead of an interview, which he is marriages, 
only ndulged with for the firft time when &c> 
they marry ; but there are fo many other con- 
veniencies allowed them, that they have not 
the leaft reafon to complain, for they are per- leges, 
mitted to marry four lawful wives ; and thofe 
who defire a greater variety may marry twen¬ 
ty concubines if they pleafe, for this alfo is a 
fort of marriage, not to mention the pretty 
ft a vc s whom they buy and fell. Thofe who 
arc weary of their wives may turn them away 
when they pleafe, paying their dowry. It is 
a pity we have not fuch a fathion, for if we 
had, we fhould fee many a fatal knot un¬ 
tied. 

The concubine marriage is ftill more com- cwu- 
modious than the other; the man takes the b ' mar- 
vyomai> lie fancies before the cadi, and tells rii * ses ' 

him 
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book!!, liirn that he is willing to keep her after fuch 
1?1 , a rate, and when he has no farther occafion 
for her, he will give her fuch a certain fum 
of money. 

Severities This is the ufual refuge of ftrangers, for if 
on the they are caught in making free with their fe- 
firaogH ' 5 ma ^ es » *hey run a rifque of coming under the 
talons of the fub-balfa for a heavy fine, which 
if they cannot pay, they are pretty fure of 
meeting with the baftinado; and as for the 
poor kind finner, the is immediately mounted 
on an afs, with her face toward the tail which 
fhe holds in her hand, and in that pofition the 
is carried through the town, and then fold 
for a flave; this feverity makes moft Grangers 
conform to the cuftom of concubinage, or 
purchafing a flave, to keep clear of the baffa; 
though the women are far from being cruel, 
yet by the feverity of the baffa, and the fuf- 
picious vigilance of the cautious hufband, it 
is almoft impoffible for a gallant to thrive in 
this place. 

Th . The Turks have no written laws but what 
hws for are contained in the Koran; all civil affairs 
debt, &c. are judged by the cadi, according to evidence 
upon oath, without any regard to writings; 
and the higheft bidder is fure of the decifion 
in his favour; but he that lofes, if it be for 
debt, muft pay it immediately or go to pri- 
fon ; and if it fo happens that his effc&s are 
infufficient to fatisfy the demand, the poor 
debtor muft receive a baftinado on the foie 
of his foot for every piafter of fuch deficiency, 

unlefs 
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unlefs the Turn exceeds five hundred; for 
they do not punifh with a greater number of l7 ,,. 
baftinadoes as the ftouteft man would not be 
able to endure it without the manifeft danger 
of lofing his life; and after this his creditor 
may take and fell him for a Have. 

Judgment, in criminal matters, belongs to i„ cr j m ;_ 
the bafla, who proceeds in the fame manner ^ nal cafes, 
for money atones for the moft barbarous 
crime, and without it juftice degenerates into 
cruelty ; fo that the flake and the gibbet is 
only the portion of the poor villain : nor can 
there be a ftronger proof of a man’s poverty, 
than his being executed for robbery or mur¬ 
der. There is, indeed, a provifion feemingly 
favourable to murderers, for if the perpetra¬ 
tor is lucky enough to get out of the way be¬ 
fore he is difeovered, the bafia and waiwode 
can charge the blood on the people before 
whofe door the murder was committed, if it 
happens in a town or village, and levy upon 
them forty thoufand afpers, (the Rated price), 
fo that there is feldom much diligence ufed 
to apprehend the criminal himfelf; nor are 
thefe tribunals lefs favourable to the robbers 
who infeft the country. 

The moft ufual punifhments in Turkey for 
capital offences are beheading, drowning, 
hanging, ftrangling, burning, impaling, and 
the ftrappado ; the two laft are the moft cru¬ 
el, and arc appointed only for Turks who re¬ 
nounce the Mahometan faith, or renegadoes 
who return to the Chriftian religion : robbers 

an4 
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and murderers are hanged; women are drown- 
, 7 ,,_ ed ; perfons eonvifted of rebellion or fedition, 
are beheaded ; and burning falls to the lot of 
Chriftians, and Jews, who blafpheme againft 
Mahomet or the Koran, or lie with a Turk- 
ifh woman. 

The chan- The baffa, under whofe efcort I came from 
nei ot the the river Neifter to Conftantinople, fhewed me 
iXrma- much civility on the way, and treated me 
tion. with great kindnefs after our arrival : it was 
owing to my acquaintance -with him that I 
obtained moft of thefe accounts of their go¬ 
vernment, laws, cuftoms, and manner of liv¬ 
ing. At our firft arrival we lived very com¬ 
fortably here, but that was foon interrupted 
Newdiffi- by the reftlefs intrigues of the king of Sweden, 
cuhies in the cham of Tartary, and the French ambaf- 
of e fador. By an article of the treaty at the ri- 
Pmth. ver Pruth, the grand vizier engaged, that the 
Swedifh king fhould leave the Turkifh domi¬ 
nions ; but the king appearing in no forward- 
nefs to depart, we ftill held Azof beyond the 
time ftipulated for our furrendering it, and 
this produced a fecond declaration of war, 
which was the more readily entered into, as 
the vizier, who had negotiated with us had 
Charge been difmiffed, and was Succeeded by another, 
of rami- entirely in the Swedifh intereft ; but the ful- 
ilry ' tan being informed, that this minifter had 
been won over to that intereft by largeffes, 
difmiffed him ; and, by the mediation of fir 
Robert Sutton and count Colyar, the Britifh 
and Dutch m : aiders at this court, a peace 

was 
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was again concluded on the 16th of April, BOOK ir„ 
17 r2, and the grand feignior acquainted the , 712 
king of Sweden with it by letter, defiring 
him to think of returning into -his own do- 
minions. 

This peace was of no long continuance, for p ^ Jn _ 
the Swedes foon interrupted it in Poland, terruptioa 
where the ftaroft Gruzinfki, who had been in t0 thc 
Turkey with the king of Sweden, made an peace ' 
irruption with a body of 4,000 Wallachians, 
Coffacks, &c. and penetrated into Great Po¬ 
land, where he furprifed and carried off a 
whole regiment of Ruffians, who were free 
from all fufpicion of an enemy: another party 
got beyond Pofnania, where they took a maga¬ 
zine and 300 Ruffians. General Baur, com¬ 
ing at the knowlege of what had happened, 
pofted to Pofnania* and haftily colleded a bo¬ 
dy of 4,000 Ruffians, with whom he furprifed 
and attacked Gruzinlki, who fo little expect¬ 
ed it, and was fo much off his guard, that he 
did not difpute the matter a moment, but left 
his camp as it flood. General Baur purfued 
him fo clofe, night and day, that he came up 
with him at Kruterfchien, where Gruzinfki, 
not choofing to rifk an engagement, and tak¬ 
ing his officers with him, abandoned his 
troops, and returned into Silefia ; the whole 
body of the troops furrendered prifoners of 
war. ^ 

The czar now remonflrated againfl this vi- w h,ch the 
olation of the treaty by the Turks ; and the «ar <e- 
,king of Sweden, although he was the r.ggref- 

for, 
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book II f orj exclaimed loudly againft the Ruffians, 
,. 12 who had piyfued fome of the Coffacks into 
the grand feignior’s territories: and the fultan 
fuffering himfelf to be impofed on by the 
cham of Tartary, the French ambaffador, 
(M. Defalcurs), and the Swedifh miniftry, once 
more broke the peace, on pretence that there 
were ftill fome Ruffian troops remaining in 
Poland. The fultan, however, to fatisfy him¬ 
felf, difpatched an aga into Poland, to know 
if any of our troops were in that kingdom; 
and | this aga having alfo tailed the fweets of 
Swediih influence, made his report according- 


Miniftjy 
again 
changed, 
and the 
Ruffian 
ambafla- 
dor, &c. 
fent to 
the Seven 
Towers. 


ly ; while the grand vizier, falling under the 
imputation of being influenced by the czar, 
got himfelf difmiffed, and Solyman Baffa was 
made vizier ; the refult of all which was ano¬ 
ther declaration of war, and an order for the 
Ruffian ambaffador, hoilages, and all the of¬ 
ficers in their retinue, to take up their abode 
in the Seven Towers. 


, This fudden declaration of war was accom- 
preparati- panied with orders to all the baffas to raife 
ons for troops ; and the fultan, with his whole court, 
war removed to Adrianople. King Auguftus, 
and the republic of Poland, had prepared 
a folemn embafiy to the fultan, which was 
now on its way, at the head of which was 
the palatine of Maffovia, with a fplendid 
retinue of three hundred perfons ; but the 
fultan,- who acknowledged Staniflaus as King 
of Poland, prevented the arrival of this em- 

baffiy. 
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bafly, by feizing them on the road, and book if. 
imprifoning them. King Auguftus, howe- 
ver, had addrefs enough to bring the cham 
of Tartary over to his intereft ; and Ali 
Coumourgi, the grand feignior’s reigning fa¬ 
vourite, coming into meafures with the czar, 
found means to perfuade his mafter that 
the aga, who had been fent into Poland, 
had made a falfe report refpeding the Ruf¬ 
fian troops there. Solyman the vizier, and 
the mufti, being minions of the favourite, 
although they had both advifcd the war, 
now finding it no longer agreeable to him, 
came as eafily into his defigns ; and, 
notwithftanding all thefb mighty preparati¬ 
ons, they foon prevailed on their inconfift- 
ent mafter to liften to propofals for an 
accommodation, which was now again fet 
on foot. The negotiation was foon fet¬ 
tled, as the chancellor Schaferof, and count 
Zeremetof, had full powers, and engaged, 
for the czar, that his troops fhould, bona 
fide, evacuate Poland; and the grand feig- 
nior engaged to oblige the king of Sweden 
to depart the Turkifh dominions. Upon 
matters being brought thus far towards a 
conclufion, I was difpatched for Peterfburg, 
where I arrived the 13th of Odober ; but 
before I got there, our troops had evacu¬ 
ated Poland. This peace, for twenty-five 
years, was afterwards ratified by the czar; 
and on the king of Sweden’s refufing to 

comply 
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BOOK II. comply with the grand feignior’s requifiti- 
1712. on to depart the Turkilh dominions, the 
cham and baffa had orders to force him to 
it ; and that brought on the famous action 
of Bender, the particulars of which are fo 
univerfally known, that I think it needlefs 
to repeat them. 


BOOK 
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BOOK III. 


Marriage of the czarowitz.—The czar's celebration of his 
old wedd ng.—General Raur's difcovery of himfelf to his 
friends and brother officers.—The emprefs Catharine's 
del cent and rife. —Prince Menzikofs rife ; and the car's 
narrow efcape from poifon.—Expedition againjl the 
Swedes.—Defcriptim of the city of Mofcow.—An am- 
baffador from Perfu ; a great fire in Mofcow. A young 
phyfician burnt by the clergy , who are therefore deprived 
deprived of the power of life and death , and holidays and 
convents abridged.—Manners of the gentry.—Defcriptim 
of the women.—Entertainments of the common people .— 
Marriage. — The princefs Natalia's humorous fancy 
in the marriage of the dwarfs.—Three women purifi ed 
for drowning their hujbands.—The punijhment of the 
knout.—The czar's birth and marriage.—A virtuous young 
lady.—Mufcovile robberies and murders —The czar's 
danger by them.—Remarkable murder of Swedijh officers 
by Jews.—Suppreffion of the Robbers.—Seat of empire 
changed from Mofcow to Peterjburgh.—A defcription of 
the cz irowitz's perfon and manners.—Ruffian re ft rift ions 
of confangiiinity in marriage.—Ridiculous cuflom inbury- 
mg.—Their images.—Their baths.—Manner of travel¬ 
ling.—Religious fajls. 

T H E czar had been in Germany to con- book hi. 

cert meafures with his allies, and then 
went to Carlfbad, to drink tbe waters for his Marriage 
health, from which he found benefit; and “owiu^" 
from thence he returned, by the way of Drcf- 
den, to Targau, where he met with his fon, 

G the 
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the czarowitz, on the point of his marriage 
>71*. with the princefs of Wolfenbuttel, filler to 
the empreis of Charles the Sixth : the czaro¬ 
witz w r as in the twenty-fecond year of his 
age, and the princefs in her eighteenth. Here 
the queen of Poland made great preparations 
for celebrating the nuptials, and the ceremo¬ 
ny was performed by a priell of the Greek 
church, with no great pomp, on the 25th of 
Qdtober 1711, the day after the czar’s arrival; 
the czarowitz was led to the altar by the czar, 
and the princefs by duke Anthony of Wolfen¬ 
buttel, her grandfather , the queen of Poland, 
and her court, the duke of Wolfenbuttel, fa¬ 
ther to the bride, and the duchefs, her mo¬ 
ther, were prelent. There was a magnificent 
entertainment at the queen of Poland’s 5 and 
if the czar would have fufFered the old duke 
to put himfelf to that expenfe r he intended, 
the fplendor of his grand daughter’s nuptials 
to have been beyond example; but inllead of 
fplendor in the introdu&ion, it were to be 
wilhed, there could have been greater happi- 
nefs in the fequel of this matrimonial engage¬ 
ment, which here indeed could fcarce well be 
expeded, as inclination, on his part, had no 
fhare in the union. The czarowitz was en¬ 
tirely given up to low, fenfual pleafures and 
mean vicious company, and had no defire at 
all to marry, nor had any other view at pre- 
fent than an endeavour to fhun the danger 
he w T as in of forfeiting his fucceffion to the 
crown : and the princefs, whofe amiable per- 

fon 
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fon and engaging accomplifhfMents deferved P ooi h fl h 
a better fate, entirely milled her road to i-i*. 
happinefs. / 

A few ; days after the marriage, the young Theczar’s 
couphvfook the route for Wolfenbuttel, and ^ l ^' a h t j ‘ s ‘ 
the czar that of Silefia, for Peteriburg, where oid wed- 
the czar’s marriage with the czarina was pub- din s- 
licly folemnized the 20th of February, 1712, 
in the following manner. M. Kyking, one of 
the Lords of the admiralty, and Jaguzinlki, ad¬ 
jutant-general, were fentto invite the company 
to his majejly’s old wedding , which were the 
terms they were ordered to ufe. The czar 
was married in his admiral’s uniform, which 
occafioned the naval officers to bear a princi¬ 
pal fhare in the foiemnities of the day ; Vice- 
admiral Kruys, and the rear-admiral of the 
gallies, were the bridegroom’s fathers j the 
emprefs-dowager and the vice admiral’s lady, 
were the bride-mothers; the bride-maids were 
two of the emprefs Catherine’s own daugh¬ 
ters ; but as thefe princeffes were too young 
to bear the fatigue, the czar’s two nieces, 
daughters to czar John, his majefty’s elder 
brother, performed as proxies : after the cere¬ 
mony, all the company met at the czar’s pa¬ 
lace, according to invitation, in a moft mag¬ 
nificent proceffion. Prince Menzikoff carried 
the marfhal’s ftaflf, and vice-admiral Kruys 
was in the fledge, with the czar on his right 
hand ; the whole entertainment was very 
fplendid ; the evening concluded with a ball 
and fire-works, and the city was illumi- 

G 2 nated 
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natecl the whole night, which finifhed the old 
wedding. 

' Prince Mcnzikoff was foon after fent into 
Pomerania, to take the command of the Ruffian 
army, confiding of 36,000 men, and was then 
joined by the Danes and Saxons : his majefly 
foon followed, and taking Berlin in his way, 
had a conference with the king of Pruffia j 
from thence, by Hamburgh, he went into 
Holftein, where he took Frederickftadt, joint¬ 
ly with the king of Denmark. Taking leave 
of the Daniffi monarch he went to Schonhau- 
fen, where he had another interview with his 
Pruffian majefly. The troops left in Holftein, 
affifted the Danes in reducing Toningen, and 
making general Steinboch and his army pri- 
foners of war ; and thofe in Pomerania took 
Stettin, and blockaded Stralfund. Prince 
MenzikofF at that time levied, by contributi¬ 
on, from the city of Hamburgh 250,000 
crowns j from Lubeck 100,000, and from 
Dantzig 150,000. 

General 'At the time our troops w T ere in Holftein, 
BaurYdif- general Baur, who commanded the cavalry, 
h"iiife!f°to an d was himfelf a foldier of fortune, his fa- 
hi? friends mily or country being a fecret to every body, 
idier b offi to °k an opportunity to difcover himfelf, which 
cers. furprifed and pleafed thofe who were about 
him. Being encamped near Hufum, in Hol¬ 
ftein, he invited all his field-officers, and fome 
others to dine with him, and fent his adjutant 
to bring the nfiller and his wife, who lived 
in the neighbourhood; to the entertainment. 
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The poor couple came very much afraid of 
the Mufcovite general, and were quite con- i?i». 
fufed when they appeared before him, which 
he perceiving, bade them make themfelves 
quite eafy, for he only meant to fliew them 
kindnefs, and had fent for them to dine with 
him that day, and talked to them familiarly 
about the country : the dinner being fet, he 
placed the miller and his wife next to himfelf, 
one on each hand, at the head of the table, 
and paid great attention to them, inviting 
them to make free and eat hearty. In the 
courfe of the entertainment he a Iked the mil¬ 
ler a great many queftions about his family 
and his relations : the miller told him, that he 
was the eldeft fon of his father, who had been 
alfo a miller at the fame mill he then poflef- 
fed ; that he had two brothers, tradefmen ; 
and one lifter, married to a tradefman ; that 
his own family confifted of one fon and three 
daughters. The general afked him, if he ne¬ 
ver had any other brother than thofe he had 
mentioned ; he replied, he had once another, 
but he was dead many years ago, for they had 
never heard of him fince he enlifted and went 
away with foldiers when he was but very 
young, and he muft certainly have been kil¬ 
led in the wars. The general obferving the 
company much furprized at his behaviour to 
thefe people, thinking he did it by way of di- 
verfion, faid to them, “ Gentlemen, you have 
“ always been very curious to know who and 
“ wlicnpe I am; I now inform you, this is 

fl tin? 
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book in. a t h e place of my nativity, and you have 
i7>»- “ now heard frotn this my eldeft brother, what 

“ my family is.”—And then turning towards 
the miller and his wife, he embraced them 


very afiedtionately, telling them, he was their 
fuppofed dead brother ; and to confirm them, 
he related every thing that had happened in 
the family before he left it. The general in¬ 
vited them all to dine with him next day at the 
miller’s, where a plentiful entertainment was 
provided, and told them that was the houfe 
where he was born. General Baur then made 


a generous provifion for all his relations, and 
font the miller’s only fon to Berlin for his 
education, who turned out an accomplished 


young man. 

As general Baur was the perfon by whofe 
means the emprefs Catherine arrival after¬ 
wards to fo great a height of grandeur, this 
leads me to relate her ftory, as I heard it 
told by thofe who knew her from her in¬ 
fancy. 

The em- She was bom at Rugh.cn, a fmall village 
I’ h rc, ‘? in Livonia, of very poor parents, who were 
defren^ on ty boors, or vaffals ; her father and mother 
and rife, dying, left her very young in great want; the 
parifh-clerk, out of companion, took her 
home to his houfe, where file learnt to read. 
Dr. Glack, minifter of Marienburgh, feeing 
]ier there, enquired of the clerk who (he was ; 
and being informed /he was a poor orphan he 
had taken intq his hou/e out of charity, what 
frem a wifii to relieve the poor clerk from a 

burlheq 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Es<>. 87 


burthen he was not well able to fupport, and BOOK Iir ' 
a liking to the little orphan, the dodor took iv*~ 
her home to his houfe, notwithstanding he 
had a numerous family of his own. Here 
her company and opportunities for improve¬ 
ment were better, and her deportment fuch, 
that ihe became equally effeemed by the doc¬ 
tor, his wife, and children ; her Ready, dili¬ 
gent, and careful attention to all their domef- 
tic concerns, ingratiated her fo much with 
the dodor and his wife, that they made no 
diftination between her and their own chil¬ 


dren. She ever after ihe wed her acknowledg¬ 
ment with the utmoft gratitude, in richly pro¬ 
viding for ail thofe who could lay claim to any 
alliance to the dodor’s family ; nor did ihe 
forget her firft benefador the clerk of Ru- 
len. In this happy fituation ihe grew up 
to a woman, when a Uivonian ferjeant, in 
the Swediih fervice, fell pafGonately in love 
with her; ihe likewife liking him, agreed to 
marry him, provided it could be done with 
the dodor’s confent, who, upon enquiry, in¬ 
to the man’s charader, finding it unexcepti¬ 
onable, readily gave it The marriage day 
was appointed, and indeed, came, when a 
fudden order came to the ferjeant that very 
morning, to march diredly with a detach¬ 
ment for Riga, who was thereby difappointed 
from ever enjoying his lovely bride. Soon 
after this, general Baur, at the head of an 


army, came before the town .and took it, in 
the year 1702, when all the inhabitants were 

made 
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made prifoners, and amongft the reft this love¬ 
ly i. ly bride. In the promifcuous croud, over¬ 
whelmed with grief, and bathed in tears at 
her unhappy fate, the general obferving her, 
faw a je ne fcai quoi in her whole appearance, 
which attracted him fo much, that he afked 
her feveral queftions about her fituation; to 
which Ihe made anfwers with more fenfe than 
is ufual in perfons of her rank; he defired 
her not to be afraid, for he would take care 
of her, and gave immediate orders for her 
fafety and reception into his houfe, of which 
he gave her the whole charge, with authority 
over all his fervants, by whom fhe was very 
much beloved from her manner of ufing 
them ; the general afterwards often faid, his 
houfe was never fo well managed as when fhe 
was with him. 

Prince Menzikoff, who was his patron, 
feeing her one day at the general’s, obferved 
fomething very extraordinary in her air and 
manner, and enquiring who fhe was, and on 
what footing Ihe ferved him, the general told 
him what has been already related, and with 
due encomiums on the merits of her conduct 
in his houfe : the prince faid, fuch a perfon 
would be of great confequence to him, for he 
was then very ill ferved in that refpedt; to 
which the general replied, he was under too 
many obligations to his highnefs to have it in 
his power to refufe him any thing he had a 
mind to, and immediately calling for Cathe¬ 
rine, told her, that was prince Menzikoff, and 

that 
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that he had occaiion for a fervant like herfelf, BOOIC m - 
and that the prince had it much mere in his i 7 u. 
power to be a friend to her than he had, ad¬ 
ding, that he had too great a regard for her 
to prevent her receiving fuch a piece of ho¬ 
nour and good fortune. She anfwered only 
by a profound courtefy, which fhewed, if not 
her confent, that it was not then in her pow¬ 
er to refufe the offer that was made: in fhort, 
the prince took her home the fame day, and 
fhe lived with him till the year 1704, when 
the czar, one day dining with the prince, hap¬ 
pened to fee her, and fpoke to her; fhe made 
a yet ftronger impreffion on that monarch, 
who would likewife have her to be his fer¬ 
vant ; from whence fhe rofe to be emprefs of 
Ruffia. 

As prince Menzikoff was alfo a perfon raif- Prince 
ed from a very low degree, I was told the 
following circumftances of his rife. He was and the 
born of genteel, but very poor parents ; and 
they dying, left him very young without any cap e from 
education, infomuch that he could neither poifon. 
read nor write, nor ever did he to the day of 
his death : his poverty obliged him to feek 
fervice in Mofcow, where he was taken into 
the houfe of a paftry cook ; w'ho employed 
him in crying minced-pies about the ftreets j 
and having a good voice, he alfo fung ballads: 
whereby he was fo generally known that he 
had accefs into all the gentlemen’s houfes. 

The czar, by invitation, was to dine one day 
at a boyar’s, or lord's hopfe, and Menzikoff 
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happening to be in the kitchen that day, ob- 
171*. ferved the boyar giving directions to his cook 
about a dilh of meat he faid the czar was 
fond of, and took notice that the boyar him- 
felf put feme kind of powder in it, by way 
of fpice; taking particular notice of what 
meat that dilh was compofed, he took him- 
feLf away to fmg his ballads, and kept faun- 
tering in the ftreet till the czar arrived, when 
exalting his voice, his majefty took notice of 
it, fent for him, and alked him would he fell 
his balket with the pies: the boy replied, he 
had power only to fell the pies, as for the 
balket he xnuft fjrft a Ik his mailer’s leave, but 
'as every thing belonged to his majefty, he 
needed only lay his commands upon him. 
This reply pleafed the czar fo much, that he 
ordered Alexander to ftay and attend him, 
which he obeyed with great joy. MenzikofF 
waited behind the czar’s chair at dinner, and 
feeing the before mentioned dilh ferved up, 
and placed before him, in a whilper begged 
his majefty not to eat thereof$ the czar went 
into another room w T ith the boy, and alked his 
reafon for what he had whifpered to him, 
when he informed his majefty what he had 
obferved in the kitchen, and the boyar’s put* 
ting in the powder himfelf, without the cook’s 
perceiving him, made him fufped that dilh in 
particular ; he therefore thought it his duty 
jo pat his majefty upon his guard. The czar 
returned to table without the leaft-difeompo-. 
fiirp ip his countenance, and with his ufual 

cheaiv 
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chearfulnefs ; the boyar recommended this difli BOOK m - 
to him, faying, it was very good ; the czar 
ordered the boyar to fit down by him, for it 
is a cuftom in Mofcow tor the matter of the 
houfe to wait at table when he entertains his 
friends, and putting fome of it on a plate, 
delired him to cat and ttiew him a good ex¬ 
ample. The boyar, with the utmoft confu- 
fion, replied, that it did not become the fer- 
vant to eat with his matter; whereupon the 
plate was fet down to a dog, who foon dif- 
patched its contents, which, in a very ftiort 
time, threw him into convulfions, and foon 
deprived him of life : the dog being opened, 
the effed of the poifon was clearly difcovered, 
and the boyar was immediately fecured, but 
was found next morning dead in his bed, which 
prevented all farther difcovery. 

MenzikofF’s remarkable introduction foon 
gained him credit and confidence with his royal 
matter, which from being one of the meaneft 
and pooreft, raifed him to be one of the rich- 
eft fubjeds in the Ruffian empire; he was not 
only dignified with the title of a prince in 
Ruffia, but alfo declared a prince of the 
Roman empire. He was tall, well-fhaped, 
very handfome in his perfon, and of great pe¬ 
netration : he aded as vice-czar at the impe¬ 
rial court, the czar himfelf appearing at all 
public meetings as a private perfon, attended 
by two fervants at moft, and, inftead of pleaf- 
ing himfelf with the pomp of grandeur, his 

delight 
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^2^-iL 1 ' delight was the improvement of his empire, 
■7»3' which he viiited every where in perfon. 
Expediti- The czar, in his return from Germany, 
onagamft came t0 Rjg a> where he met the czarina, who 
Swedes, had been delivered of a princefs, and foon af¬ 
ter fet out for Peterfburgh, where he got three 
hundred veffels in readinefs, and embarked 
the beginning of May 1713, with 12,000 
men, and landed at Helfingfoo, in Finland ; 
returning immediately to Peterfburgh, he 
embarked 6000 more, and went back himfelf 
with great expedition, and landed them at 
the fame place. He gave prince Galitzin the 
command of the army, confifting of 20,000 
foot, 4000 horfe, and a large train of artillery, 
to ad by land, and he himfelf put to fea with 
twenty men of war in quefl of the enemy’s 
fleet, but found them fo advantageoufly fhel- 
tered, that he did not think proper to attack 
them, 'but returned and joined the army 
at Shrendo ; from thence he marched to Abo 
and befieged it, and the place furrendered the 
8th of September : then leaving orders with 
his generals to follow and drive the Swedes 
out of Finland, he returned to Peterfburgh, 
where he launched feveral men of war and 
gallies. 

This city being then in its infancy, many 
thoufand workmen were employed in building, 
and lodgings were very fcarce. I had the 
good fortune to be accommodated in lieute¬ 
nant-general Bruce’s houfe, who was com¬ 
mandant pf Peterfburgh, and brother to the 

matter- 
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mafter-general of the ordnance ; but the ma- 
fter-general being left in Germany, fent me 1713. 
orders to go to Mofcow, and ftay in his houfe 
with his lady, till he fhould arrive; from 
which place I fet out the beginning of this 
year, and coming in view of it, in a clear 
fun-fhine day, I never faw fo glorious a fight 
as this city prefented at a diftance with the 
vaft numbers of gilded domes and fteeples : 
but my expectations were greatly difappointed 
when I entered it, finding only ill-built wood¬ 
en houfes, and timber-ftreets interfperfed with 
churches, and brick-houfes, with large courts 
and gardens, the habitations of the grandees 
and people of fortune; and coming to general 
Bruce’s houfe, I met with a very kind recepti¬ 
on from his lady, who treated me with the 
affeCtion of a mother: they had then no child. 

Mofcow is divided into four parts; the Defcnpti- 
firft is called the Middle, or Red-town, which °. n t of o £ he 
is furrounded by a ftrong brick wall; part of Mofcow. 
it is taken up by the caftle, called Kremelin, 
being two miles in circumference, and inclofed 
by three ftrong walls, each higher than the 
other, with a deep ditch on the outfide, 
planted with a great number of cannon ; and 
the two rivers, Mofcow and Neglina, flow by 
two fides of this divifion of the city. The 
caftle is fo extenfive, that it contains the czar’s 
palace and dwellings for his courtiers, the 
archbifhop’s palace, with many others; and 
two cloifters, one for monks, the other for 
nuns ; befides fifty churches, all built fquare, 

each 
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BooKjtL eaC ^ with five domes, the larger one in the 
ijij. middle, and the four leffer ones on each cor¬ 
ner, and are all covered with copper gilt: in 
the middle of the cafile Hands a very high 
fteeple, called Ivan Welika, of Great John, 
in which is a bell that weighs 336,0001b.; it 
is 19 feet high, 23 in diameter, 64. in circum¬ 
ference, and two in thicknefs, and was found¬ 
ed in c2ar Boris-Goodanof's time, and requires 
twenty-four men on each fide of the clapper, 
to draw it from one fide to the other; the bell 
itfelf is moveable, but is never rung except on 
feme great occafion. The other part of this 
divifion, without the caftle, is moftiy inhabi¬ 
ted by the grandees: here alfo Hand's the grand 
market, which is a very large fquare, divided 
into ftreets, where the merchants and tradef- 
men have /hops forthefaleof goods; and as 
every kind of merchandize, or manufacture, 
is claffed by itfelf, in its own department in 
the market, it makes it very convenient for the 
buyer, who may fuit himfelf with very little 
trouble. All the /hops are locked at fun-fet, 
and the four gates of entrance into the fquare, 
are /h*it by the officer of the guard, who pla¬ 
ces centries all round it, and is accountable 
for the property in the place: the /hops are 
opened at day break. This is the only place 
allowed for the fale of goods, and is much the 
fame with the befeftin at Conftantinople. 

The fecond part, or divifion, is called 
Zaargorod, and is furrounded by a ftrong wall 
with battlements, after the Oriental manner, 

and 
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and towers at proper diftances; this is alfo 
called Bela-Stena, or White-Wall; the river 
Neglina runs through it; here are the czar’s 
ftables, a foundery for cannon and bells, the 
arfenal, prince Menzikoff’s palace, general 
Bruce’s houfe, and many other gentlemen’s 
houfes of rank. 

The third divifion is called Skorodom, or 
the Houfe-Market, which the word imports, 
flioro fignifying h a$e 3 and dom a houfe. Here 
one may buy a wooden houfe of any dimen- 
fions, have it carried to the place where it 
is to ftand, fet up, and ready to dwell in, 
the third day after the purchafe; this part is 
furrounded with mud-walls fupported with 
planks ; the river Jagufa runs through it. 

The fourth divifion is called Strelitza Slabo- 
da, where the military are generally quartered, 
and is furrounded by an entrenchment; it 
Hands on the other fide of the river Mofcow, 
with a fine bridge built over it by prince 
Galitzin, favourite of the princefs Sophia, his 
majefty’s ekteft fifter, who gave him fo much 
trouble in the reign of czar John. 

It is generally computed that there are in 
this city fifteen hundred churches, chapels, 
and cloyfters ; this furprifing number is ac¬ 
counted for by every grandee’s having a cha¬ 
pel and prieft of his own. Mofcow lies in 
55 deg. 36 min. north latitude, and is in cir¬ 
cumference fixteen Englifh miles. A great 
number of foreigners live in the cit/, as 
Greeks, Armenians, Perfians, Turks, and 

Tartars, 
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Tartars, and are allowed the public exercile 
•713. of their religious worfhip. At a fmall diftance 
from the city, Hands a large fuburb called 
Inoifemfka Slaboda, or Foreign Town, where 
the Englifh, Dutch, and Germans live ; there 
are four Proteftant and one Roman Catholic 
church in it; but none of them are allowed 
to have fteeples or ufe bells. It is pleafantly 
fituated on the river Neglina, on the banks of 
which are a number of pleafure-houfes with 
fine gardens; the famous general le Fort, built 
a magnificent palace here; the people live 
very agreeably among themfelves, without 
interfering with the natives except upon bufi- 
nefs. As the country abounds with great 
plenty of every neceffary of life, people live 
at a very cheap rate, and regale themfelves 
with balls and entertainments, which they 
can furnilh at a very fmall expence. In the 
fummer-time they carry tents, and pitch them 
in the neighbouring woods, where they make 
merry with dancing on the green till night. 
The czar, when in Mofcow, ufed always to 
make one in their parties of pleafure and en¬ 
tertainments, and paid them frequent vifits. 

An am- An ambafiador from Perfia came here with 
haflacw a yer y g rea t retinue, and remained waiting 
4 ”!" a er the czar’s arrival; the prefents he brought 
great fire were ten Perfian horfes, a very large elephant, 
cow* 0 '" a ^ on ’ a tyger, an oftrich, and feveral kinds 
of parrots, and other birds; befides a great 
quantity of Perfian lilks and tapeftrv, and 
other rarities. Soon after there happened a 

great 
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great and dreadful fire, which confumed the 1 
greateft part of the city, efpecially the wood¬ 
en houfes; the fire broke out in a maiden 
monaftery without the town, and a ftrong weft 
wind blew the fire upon the city, which fet 
it all on a blaze : the only method they ufeto 
ftop the progrefs of a fire is, by pulling down 
houfes at a diftance before it, as it is impoffible 
to ufe fire-engines; the ftreets being all of 
timber, burn at the fame time with the houfes. 
On this occafion a poor fuperftitious man fee¬ 
ing the fire advancing to confumehis all, took 
a picture of St. Nicholas, and holding it be¬ 
tween him and the fire, prayed fervently for 
that faint’s protedlion, but in vain, for the 
flames foon feized his houfe, for which he be¬ 
came fo enraged at the faint, that he threw 
him into the fire, faying, fince he would not 
fave him, he might now fave himfelf: this 
coming to the ears of the clergy, the poor 
man was fentenced to be burnt alive. All the 
brick buildings, fuch as churches, and other 
religious houfes, noblemen, and gentlemen’s 
houfes, efcaped this conflagration, only the 
roofs of the latter were burnt without being 
otherwife damaged, for all the houfes of three 
or four ftories high are arched to the top, and 
their ftreet-doors and window-fhutters are of 
iron. 

After the fire, the city was very foon re¬ 
built from the Skorodom before mentioned, as 
every body could fit the dimenfions of his 
premifes with a houfe; and it was truly fur- 

H prifing 
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prifing to fee with what difpatch the timber 
Was conveyed to the place appointed, and 
with what dexterity the timbernoen reared it. 
In two days the houfe was under roof, when 
the purchafer gave directions where the doors 
and windows fhould be, the parts being cut 
out they put in the frames, which are all rea¬ 
dy prepared. 

An inftance of the fuperftition of the peo¬ 
ple, and power of the clergy, happened fome 
time before this fire. A young man, whom 
the czar had fent to Leyden for his education, 
having finifhed his ftudies in phyfic, returned 
a graduated phyfician, and at a merry-meeting 
with his friends, they queftioned him concern¬ 
ing his religion: he being then in his cups, 
told them, he was as much of the Greek 
■church as ever, but that he had loft all his 
faith in faint’s pictures, and to prove what he 
Taid, he took one down from the wall, and 
threw it in the fire; whereupon he was im¬ 
mediately feized, and put into the hands of 
'the clergy, who very foon fentenced him to the 
flames, and burnt him in a moft cruel man¬ 
ner; laying the fire at fome diftance from 
him to keep him the longer in torment. The 
czar, being informed of the cruelty of the 
•clergy, as he had formerly abolifhed the dig¬ 
nity of patriarch, took this opportunity to 
deprive them of the power of life and death, 
and made a law that all the clergy fhould ap¬ 
ply tliemfelves to ftudy, allowing them five 
years for that end; after which they were to 

undergo 
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undergo an examination, and thofe who were 
fnnd capable to perform their functions were 1713. 
to be promoted, the others to be difcarded. 

And as three fourth parts of the year were 
holidays in commemoration of fome faint or Holiday* 
other, whereby the people were for the moft ^ t j 0 a n _" 
part idle, he made a law that no holiday bridged, 
fhouldbe kept but in commemoration of our 
Saviour, the Virgin Mary, the twelve Apo- 
ftles, and St. Andrew, and St. Nicolas, the 
tutelar faints of Rufila. And as there were in 
the empire many thoufand convents full of lazy 
monks, who lived in idlenefs, he reftri&ed the 
number of thefe houfeS to fifty, each houfe to 
contain no more than fifty monks, each monk 
to be above forty years of age; the reft of them 
to be appropriated to hofpitals for fuch of the 
army and navy as were become unfit for fer- 
vice, and other indigent perfons not able to 
maintain themfelves; and their revenues for 
their fupport: and the monks, who had been 
bred to no handicraft, and were fit for fervice, 
to be employed in the army. 

The people of rank and fafhion in Mofcow Manner* 
having laid afide the old cuftoms and manners of the 
of their fathers, now live very gay, drefs in the sentr? ‘ 
French fafhion, and converfe with more free¬ 
dom than formerly ; and as the fair fex are 
allowed all manner of freedom in company, 
they live in a perpetual round of pleafure and 
diverfion, {pending moft part of their time in 
balls and entertainments, inviting each other 
by turns to their houfes; and as they were 

H 2 left 
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lonely by their hufbands who are for the 
, 7 , 3 . moll part employed abroad, the ladies took 
Swedifh officers who had been taken prifoners 
at Pultowa into their families ; fome as llew- 
ards, others as governors to their children, and 
fome to teach them mulic and dancing. So 
that all their balls were made up with Swedifh 
gentlemen, and other foreigners, of whom 
they w r ere very fond. 

Defcripti- The Ruffian women are of a middling fta- 
on of the ture, generally well proportioned, and might 
pafs for handfome in any part of Europe; 
their features far from defpicable, were it 
not for that prepofterous cuftom of painting 
their faces, which they lay on fo abundantly, 
that it may truly be faid they ufe it as a veil 
to hide theif beauty. 

Entertain- As for the fecond rank of the people, they 

.. f ftill retain much of their old manner of living; 

at their entertainments none but the men ap¬ 
pear; the matter of the houfe waits on his 
guefts till the deffert of fweetmeats comes on 
the table after dinner, when he takes his*feat 
amongft them, and does all he can to encourage 
them to drink, for it would be a great reflection 
upon them if any of the company Ihould get 
out of the houfe without being drunk. When 
the guefts offer to -go away, the miftrefs of 
the houfe makes her appearance, at a call, 
and barely enters the room, when turning 
round to the corner where the family-faints 
are placed, croffing herfelf, makes a very low 
bow, and then pays her refpeds by a bow to 
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the company, without coming a ftep farther, B00 *.^ 
but remains {landing, clad in a loofe gown 1713. 
lined with fur, and a fable cap on her head, 
and her face covered over with paint and 
patches ; but her whole body is unconfined; 
wearing neither flays, waiftcoat, or petticoat, 
or even garters to her {lockings, and the wears 
very high heeled flippers: in this fituation, 
the landlord introduces all his guefts to falute 
his fpoufe, one after another, and a fervant 
is ready behind her with a falver and four 
glafles filled with brandy, wine, mead, and 
beer, which every body is obliged to drink to 
the good health of the lady; after which fhe 
retires without fo much as opening her mouth; 
after that other females of the family are in¬ 
troduced in the fame manner, and thus they 
end their entertainments very drunk. 

In Ruflia they commonly marry very young; Marriage, 
the parents make the match without eonfult- 
ing the inclinations of their children, who do 
not fo much as fee one another till they are 
introduced in their bed-chamber: this was alfo 
cuftomary among the firft rank, till the czar 
put a flop to it by allowing young people to 
pay their addreffes in perfon, without impo- 
fing a match upon either againft their inclina¬ 
tions, whereby many fatal marriages were pre¬ 
vented ; but the old cuftom ftill prevails a- 
mong the inferior ranks. When the maiden 
becomes marriageable, the parents fend for a 
broker, or match-maker (commonly an old 
woman), and give her inftrit&ioijs to look out 

9 proper 
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a P ro P er hufband for their daughter; deliver- 
17^. ing her at the fame time, an inventory of what 
they propofe to give with the damfel, as mo¬ 
ney, jewels, plate, houlhold-goods, and her 
clothes, even to her fhifts; likewife, the num¬ 
ber of boors, or vaffals, who are commonly 
valued at ten rubles each per annum. .With 
this lift the broker goes from one bachelor to 
another, whom fhe deems a fuitable match 
for the young lady, enquiring of them if they 
have an inclination to marry, fhe can recom¬ 
mend them to a pretty young lady with a 
handfome fortune ; {hewing them at the fame 
time the conditions. If the inventory pleafes 
the young man, he figns his name to it; and, 
after {he has got feveral fubferibers, {he re¬ 
turns the paper to thofe w r ho employed her; 
then the parents of the girl make enquiry into 
the chara&ers and circumftances of the fub¬ 
feribers ; and having pitched on three or four of 
the moft eligible, they are invited by the father 
to an entertainment, where there is a meeting 
of friends, upon which oocafton the glafs goes 
brilkly about: the mother, daughter, and o- 
ther female relations, take their ftations in 
the houfe, fo as to fee the cempanv, without 
being feen by them; enquiring of the girl 
which of them Ihe would choofe for a hu{band, 
and when the point is fettled, as to their 
choice, the company, after a hearty drink, is 
difmifled, none knowing who is to be the 
happy man. The next day feme of the girl’s 
relations are fent to confer with thofe of the 

intended 
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intended bridegroom. If the match is accept- BooK ur. 
ed, twQ or three women, deputed by the in- 
tended bridegroom, are permitted to examine 
the perfon of his intended fpoufe, before 
whom fhe appears dark naked, to fliew if 
there be any perfonal defedt; after this the 
friends fettle the marriage, the intended cou¬ 
ple not being allowed to fee one another till 
they meet in the bed-chamber. 

The princefs Natalia, only lifter to the czar. The prfn- 
by the fame mother, ordered preparations to 
be made for a grand wedding for two of her morous 
dwarfs, who were to be married ; on which far c r« 
occafion feveral fmall coaches were made, and [j, 1 * 
little Shetland horfes provided to draw them • dwarfs, 
and all the dwarfs in the kingdom were fum- 
tnoned to celebrate the nuptials, to the num¬ 
ber of ninety-three ; they went in a grand pro- 
ceflion through all the ftreets of Mofcow; be¬ 
fore them went a large open waggon drawn by 
fix horfes, with kettle-drums, trumpets, French 
horns, and hautboys ; then followed the mar- 
fhal and his attendants, two and two, on horfe- 
back; then the bridegroom and bride, in a 
coach and fix, attended by their bride man and 
maid, who fat before them in the* coach; they 
were followed hy fifteen fmall coaches, each 
drawn by fix Shetland horfes, and each con¬ 
taining four dwarfs. It was fomcwhat furpri- 
zing to fee fuch a number of little creatures in 
one company together; efpecially as they were 
furniftied with an equipage conformable to 
their ftature; two troops of dragoons attended 
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BgoK m . tht e proceffion to keep off the mob, and many 
1713. perfons of fafhion were invited to the wedding, 
who attended in their coaches to the church, 
where the fmall couple vcere married ; from 
thence the proceffion returned in order to the 
princefs’s palace, where a grand entertainment 
was prepared for the company; two long ta¬ 
bles were covered; on each fide of a long hall, 
where the company of dwarfs dined together; 
the princefs, with her two nieces, princefs Anne 
and Elizabeth, the czar’s daughters, were at 
the trouble themfelves to fee them all feated 
and well attended, before they fat down to 
their own table. At night the princeffes, at¬ 
tended by the nobility, conducted the married 
couple to bed in grand ftate : after that cere¬ 
mony, the dwarf company had a large room 
allotted them to make merry among themfelves: 
the entertainment concluded with a ball, which 
lafted till day-light. The company which at¬ 
tended the princeffes on this occafion were fo 
numerous that they filled feveral rooms. 

Three Some little time after this, I faw three wo- 
won_>en ^ men buried alive for drowning their hufbands: 
tbrdrown- they had, it feems, croffed the Mofco in a boat, 
i-g their all three togc'her, in iearch of their hufbands, 
huibands. they found all drunk in a public houfe, 

and endeavouring to perfuade them to go home, 
were feverely beaten by them ; however, by the 
affiftance of fome other people, they got them 
at laflt into the boat where they fell afleep; the 
wives, to be revenged on their hufbands for 
beating them, when the boat had reached the 

middle 
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middle of the river, threw them in one after 
another, and after they had drowned them, they , 7 , 3 . 
came a-fhore very unconcerned. The matter 
immediately came to light; they were feized, 
tried, condemned, and ordered to be put alive 
into the ground up to their necks, there to re¬ 
main till they died; two of them lived ten, and 
the other eleven days * they fpoke the firft three 
days, complaining of great pain, but not after 
that; they had certainly got fome fuftenance 
in the night time, or they could not have exifted 
fo long ; the oldeft of them was not twenty 
years of age. 

If a man kills his wife, or Have, under cor- The pu- 
re&ion (as they term it), he is only whipt with nifhment 
the knout •, which is thus performed : a lufty 
fellow takes him upon his back, and another 
ties his feet with a cord, which comes through 
between the legs of the perfon who carries him. 

In this pofture he is held fo fall that he cannot 
flir, and being ftript to the middle, the execu¬ 
tioner with the knout, which is a ftrap of dried 
elk-lkin, untanned, fattened to a ftick, which 
he applies to the back fo dexteroufly, that eve¬ 
ry lafh brings the blood, or leaves a wale as 
thick as one’s finger ; this is called the mode¬ 
rate : but when the fentence orders it to be 
more fevere, then the executioner, advancing 
three or four fteps, till he is within reach of 
the offender, gives the firft ftroke in the mid¬ 
dle of the back, retreating at every ftroke, and 
is fo expert that he never hits twice in the fame 
place ; each ftrpke brings the flefh with it. 

Where 
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Where the punifhment is ordered with the ut- 
1713, raoft fevcrity, he firikes the flanks, and often 
cuts into the bowels, which few furvive. It is 
a general remark that lean people turn fat after 
the knout; and that it is an infallible cure for 
thole who are hide-bound. 

Betides this, they have another way of c.haf- 
tiling, called the batoags, which is ufed in fa¬ 
milies for the correction of children and flaves, 
and alfo in the army. The perfon to undergo 
this, after pulling off his clothes to his drawers, 
is laid flat on his belly on the ground ; one fits 
acrofs his head and neck, another upon his feet, 
each furnifhed. with a good fwitch, with which 
they foundly tickle his back. 

The czar’s During my refidence in Mofcow, I was told 

marriage. ^ following particulars of the czar. He was 
born in the year 1672, and was married in 
1690, at the age of eighteen, to Ottokefla 
Lupochio, a boyar’s daughter, by whom he had 
prince Alexis : fome time after he turned her 
away, and Ihut her up in a monaftery, on fuf- 
picion of difloyalty to his bed. It was faid, 
that in one of her jealous fits, Ihe charged 
prince Menzikoff with carrying the czar to 
drabs of his former acquaintance, who had been 
his cuflomers for cakes ; upbraiding him with 
his firft occupation, and that Menzikoff ever 
after bore an irreconcilable enmity to both her 
and her fon. After the divorce, one Mifs Mons, 
a very beautiful young lady, bom at Mofcow, 
of foreign parents, was much in favour with 
the czar* but when he was abroad, Mr. Key- 

ferling, 
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ferling, then redding at Mofcow as envoy from B(X)K _ ! ^ 
the king of Pruffia, paid his addrelfes to, and 1713. 
married her. When the czar returned, he was 
fo much offended at Keyferling, that he order¬ 
ed him to leave Mofcow, which occafioned his 
immediate recall by the king his matter, who 
Pent another in his room. It was believed, if 
his public chara&er had not protected him, he 
would have feverely felt his majefty’s difplea- 
fure. 

The czar was fome time after fmitten with A virtu- 
fhe charms of another beautiful young lady, °_^J 0Un 2 
the daughter of a foreign merchant in this 
city : he firft faw her in her fathers houfe, 
where he dined one day ; he was fo much ta¬ 
ken with her appearance, that he ottered her 
any terms lhe pleafed, if fhe would live with 
him ; which this virtuous young woman mo- 
deftly refufed, but dreading the effe&s of his 
authority, fhe put on a refolution, and left 
Mofcow in the night, without communicating 
her defign even to her parents. Having pro¬ 
vided a littie money for her fupport, fhe tra¬ 
velled on foot feveral miles into the country, 
till fhe arrived at a fmall village where her 
nurfe lived, with her hufband and their daugh¬ 
ter, the young lady’s fotter fitter, to whom fhe 
difeovered her intention of concealing herfelf 
in the wood near that village : and to prevent 
any difeovery, fhe fet out the fame night, ac¬ 
companied by the hufband and daughter. The 
hufband being a timber-man by trade, and well 
acquainted with the w r ood, conducted her to 

a little 
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a little dry fpot, in the middle of a morafs, 
1713. and there he built a hut for her habitation. 
She had depofited her money with her nurfe to 
procure little neceffaries for her fupport, which 
were faithfully conveyed to her at night by the 
nurfe or her daughter, by one of whom fhe 
was conftantly attended in the night-time. 

The next day after her flight, the czar cal¬ 
led at her father’s to fee her, and finding the 
parents in anxious concern for their daughter, 
and himfelf difappointed, fancied it a plan of 
their own concerting. He became angry, and 
began to threaten them with the effe&s of his 
difpleafure, if fhe was not produced : nothing 
was left to the parents but the moft folemn 
proteftations with tears of real forrow running 
down their cheeks, to convince him of their in¬ 
nocence and ignorance of what was become of 
her, alluring him of their fears that fome fa¬ 
tal difafter muff: have befallen her, as nothing 
belonging to her was miffing, except what fhe 
had on at the time. The czar, fatisfied of their 
fincerity, ordered great fearch to be made for her, 
with the offer of a confiderable reward to the 
perfon who fhould difeover what w r as become 
of her, but to no purpofe: the patents and re¬ 
lations, apprehending fhe was no more, went 
into mourning for- her. 

Above a year after this fhe was difeovered 
by an accident. A colonel who had come 
from the army to fee his friends, going a hunt¬ 
ing into that wood, and following his game 
through the morafs, he came to the hut, and 

looking 
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looking into it faw a pretty young woman in 
a mean drefs. After enquiring of her who fhe 
w r as, and how fhe came to live in fo folitary 
a place, he found out at laft that fhe was the 
lady whofe difappearance had made fo great a 
noife : in the utmoft confufion, and with the 
moil fervent intreaties, fhe prayed him on her 
knees that he would not betray her : to which 
he replied, that he thought her danger was 
now paft, as the czar was then other ways en¬ 
gaged, and that fhe might with fafety difco- 
ver herfelf, at leafl to her parents, with whom 
he would confult how matters fhould be ma¬ 
naged. The lady agreed to his propofal, and 
he fet out immediately, and overjoyed her pa¬ 
rents with the happy difcovery : the iffue of 
their deliberations was to confult Madam Ca¬ 
therine (as the was then called) in what man¬ 
ner the affair fhould be opened to the czar. 
The colonel went alfo upon this bufinefs, and 
was advifed by madam to come next morning, 
and fhe would introduce him to his majefty, 
when he might make the difcovery and claim 
the promifed reward. He went according to 
appointment, and being introduced, told the 
accident by which he had difcovered the lady, 
and represented the miferable fituation in 
which he found her, and what fhe muft have 
fuffered by being fo long fhut up in fuch a 
difmal place, from the delicacy of her fex. 
The czar fhcwed a great deal of concern that 
he fhould have been the caufe of all her fuf- 
fcrings, declaring, that he would endeavour 
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to make her amends. Here madam Catherine 
1713. fuggefted, that the thought the beft amends 
his majefty could make was to give her a 
handfome fortune, and the colonel fora huf- 
band, who had the beft right, having caught 
her in purfuit of his game- The czar, agree¬ 
ing perfectly with madam Catherine’s fenti- 
ments, ordered one of his favourites to go 
with the colonel, and bring the young lady 
home; where the arrived, to the inexpreflible 
joy of her family and relations, who had ali 
been in mourning for her. The marriage was 
under the diredion, and at the expenfe of the 
czar, who himfelf gave the bride to the bride¬ 
groom ; faying, that he prefented him with 
one of the moft virtuous of women ; and ac¬ 
companied his declaration with very valuable 
prefents, befides fettling on her and her heirs, 
3000 rubles a year. This lady lived highly es¬ 
teemed by the czar, and every one w ho knew 
her. Befides the concurring reports of other peo- 
Mufco- pie, I had this her ftory from her own mouth, 
be'^e r g b <d ^ ur< ^ ers are frequent in Mofcow, that 

murders, few nights pafs without fome people being 
found dead in the ftreets in the morning. The 
robbers go in ftrong parties, and kill before 
they rob: this they do w r ith fo little fear, that 
they often perform it before the perfon’s own 
door; and the terror of thefe ruffians is fo great, 
that none of the neighbours dare affift the un¬ 
happy vidim for fear of being butchered them- 
felves, or at leaft having their houfes burnt. 
This obliges people who have occafion to be 
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in the ftreets in the night, to go in companies 
together, or have a fufficient guard of fervants *j. 3 
on horfeback to attend them. The weapon 
ufed by thofe villains, is called a dmbien, 
which is a long flick with a round knob at 
one end, and made heavy with iron, with 
which they knock a man down dead at one 
ftroke ; and if any of them happens to be ta¬ 
ken, agoodfumof money from the gang they 
belong to, gets them off: it is even affirmed 
that gangs of them were proteded by fome of 
the nobility, w'ho partake of the booty: which 
aflertion I believe not ill grounded. 

The highways ate alfo much infefted by 
thofe Rajbonicks, as they are called, which 
makes it very dangerous travelling in any part 
of Ruffia; for they have their fpies in the 
towns, who inform them when any body is 
to fet out on a journey, how they are to be 
attended, and according to this information, 
they prepare themfelves for an attack, and 
way-lay them in fome wood through which 
they are to pafs. 

A gentleman of the name of Knipercron, Thecz9r , 
whofe father had been refident from Sweden danger by 
before the war, told me, how the czar himfelf 
had been attacked in his younger days: his 
majefty frequented their houfe very often, and 
always ffiewed a great regard for their family. 

One evening the czar intending them a vifit, 
being only attended by two fervants, the one 
riding before and the other flanding behind 
the fledge, up comes a fledge with eight Raf- 

bonicks 
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bonicks in it, and were juft going to faften 
*713. his fledge to theirs with a grapling-iron, which 
they commonly make ufe of on thefe occafi- 
ons; but the czar being then young, ftout, 
and vigorous, got up, and feized one of the 
robbers by the hair of his head, and pulled 
him out of their fledge; and, keeping his 
hold, drove out of their reach, dragging the 
fellow along with him till he reached the re- 
fident’s houfe, which was not far, and enter¬ 
ed to their great furprize all in a fweat, ftill 
holding the fellow by the hair. He ordered 
the gates to be immediately fliut, that none 
of the fervants might go out till he had exa¬ 
mined the robber. When the fellow under- 
ftood that it was the czar they had attacked, 
he fhook and trembled, faying if they had 
known who he was they would not have med¬ 
dled with him, and then begged he might be 
put to death, without being put to the tor¬ 
ture. To this his majefty confented, on con¬ 
dition he difcovered the reft of his gang; but 
this the fellow would not do, without a pro- 
mife of his life and a reward which was alfo 
granted him, and he went with a detachment 
of foldiers to the rendezvous of his compani¬ 
ons, and coming to the houfe he called to them 
to open the door. On hearing his voice, they 
dire&ly opened it, and in rulhed the fddiers, 
and feizef, not only his feven accomplices, 
but thirteen others of the fame gang, who 
were foon after all executed, except the in¬ 
former. 


At 
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At another time the czar was attacked on no0K ltl - 
his way from Mofcow to Novogorod, when 
he was attended by four fervants only. Go¬ 
ing from Twer, he was ftopt by a ftrong par¬ 
ty of Rafbonicks, on which he immediately 
jumped out of his fledge, with a fwoid drawn 
in one hand, and a cocked piflol in the other, 
and told them he was the czar, afking them 
what they wanted ? They replied, they were 
poor fellows reduced to great want, and as 
he was their lord and mafter, he was the pro- 
pereft perfon to relieve them : he told them 
he had no money about him; to which they 
anfwered, if he had, they would take none 
from him, but defired that he would give 
them a written order to the governor of Novo¬ 
gorod for what fum he pleafed to beftow upon 
them, begging that it might be fuch as would 
relieve them from their ftraits. The czar then 
afleed them, if one thoufand rubles would be 
fufficient; and on their faying it would, he 
wrote an order for that fum payable at fight, 
and for which they diredly difpatched one of 
their number, who very foon returned with 
the money: they then obliged the czar to re¬ 
turn to Twer, and to pledge his roval word 
not to profecute, or ever enquire after them, 
promifing to amend their lives and become 
good fubjeds for the future. Inftead of pro¬ 
ceeding to Novogorod, the czar returned back 
to Mofcow. 

I cannot omit mentioning what happened Remark- 
in my own time to two of the Svvedifh officers * b,e ninr ' 

T - dcr 01 

i who 
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book. m. w h Q h a d been made prifoners at the battle of 
i 7 ij. Pultowa. They were miffing: great fearch 
Swediih was made and much enquiry, but nothing could 
cUcers by be heard of them, from which it was conclud- 
Jews ’ ed they had been murdered: fome little time 
after four others difappeared, but were not 
miffed, till one of them, a captain Horn, re¬ 
turned fhot through the fhoulder with a piftol- 
ball; who privately addreffed himfelf 'to a 
lieutenant of our artillery, who had been his 
former acquaintance in the Swedifh ferviee, 
to whom he told the misfortune that had hap¬ 
pened to him and his comrades. The lieute¬ 
nant immediately informed major-general Gun¬ 
ter, of the artillery, what had happened to 
the Swedifh officers, and that the villains in¬ 
formed againft were then at a houfe in that 
part of the town where the artillery men were 
quartered; the general dire&ly ordered them 
to be fecured, being four in number. The 
ftory in fhort was this:—A Jew who had em¬ 
braced the Chriflian religion, of the Greek 
church, and who was an engraver by trade, 
counterfeited paffports under the chancellor’s 
feal, and agreed with the two firft for a fum 
of money to carry them to Poland, from 
whence they might fafely pafs into their own 
country. In the paflport they were defcribed 
as two officers going to the army, and each 
of them with one fervant; they arrived at the 
borders of Poland without the leaft interrup¬ 
tion or fulpieion, and having palled by Smol- 
fenfko, the Jew defired them to write to their 

companions 
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companions in Mofcow, and inform them 
with how much fafety they had made their 1713 
efcape: which they did, recommending the 
Jew as the fitted perfon they could employ, 
if any of them intended .to get away as they 
had done. After he had got thefe letters of 
recommendation, the Jew offered to conduit 
them a day’s journey farther, which they ac¬ 
cepted of, and the officers riding together 
through a wood, congratulating each other on 
their happy efcape, the Jew and his compani¬ 
on riding behind them as fervants, took out 
each a piftol, and aimed fo well, that they foot 
both the officers dead, and having plundered 
them, returned to Mofcow, where they en¬ 
trapped captain Horn, and three others, into 
the fame fnare, by fhewing the letters fiom 
thofe who had already made their efcape, and 
fetting out with a paffport for four officers, and 
as many fervants: they alfo arrived on the 
frontiers of Poland, and riding late at night, 
the fervants fired, arid each killed his matter, 
except captain Horn, who being foot through 
the thoulder, fell from his horfe, and they 
thinking him to be dead as well as the reft, 
went in purfuit of the horfes which had ta¬ 
ken fright at the report of the piftols, and 
ran away : in the mean time, captain Horn 
recovering himfelf, made the beft of his way 
into the wood, where he concealed himfelf; 
the villains- returning, miffed, and fearched 
for him, but it being then dark they could not 
find him, and having plundered the other 
I 2 three. 
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three, they returned for Mofcow, giving" 
, 7 , 3 . themfelves little concern about captain Horn, 
as they concluded he durft not return there to 
inform againft them. The captain, however, 
to prevent thofe villains from doing more mif- 
chief, and to get them punifhed, determined 
to return; and difcovering himfelf to a no¬ 
bleman’s fteward near Smolenfke, who hap¬ 
pening at that time to be fending fome car¬ 
riages with provifions to hismafter at Mofcow, 
the captain took the opportunity and went 
with them, and on his arrival made the difco- 
very as has been related. The four villains 
being fecured, were examined, and confefled 
what I have mentioned, but pretended they 
had done a meritorious adion, by deftroying 
bis majefty’s enemies, who were endeavouring 
to make their efcape from prifon. Horn’s 
prefervation was a happy circurnftance, for 
they might have done much mifchief if they 
had not been deteded, as they had now re¬ 
commendations from the four laft unfortunate 
gentlemen. The villains were tried, con¬ 
demned, and all broke alive on the wheel. 
SupprefTi- The czar being informed of thefe frequent 
on of the murders and robberies, whereby he was con- 
robbers. tinually lofmg many of his moft ufeful fub- 
jeds, fent the moft exprefs and pofitive orders 
to Knez Romadanoffki, whom he had ap¬ 
pointed vice-czar in his abfence, to put an 
effedual flop to thefe diforders at his peril. 
The vice- czar immediately iffued his orders to 
all houfe-keepers and publicans to give in the 

nao^s 
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names of thofe who belonged to their families, 
and to be anfwerable for every one who lodged 1713. 
under their roof, and on pain of death, to fe- 
cure all thofe who could not give a fatisfa&ory 
account of themfelves, and difcover all fuf- 
pedted perfons. The end of every dreet was 
barricadoed, and had a guard, and none were 
fuffered to appear in the dreets at night with¬ 
out a pafs from the vice-czar: parties of dra¬ 
goons were dationed on all the public roads, 
and the people in the country were made an¬ 
fwerable and liable for thofe who lodged un¬ 
der their roofs in the fame manner as the 
inhabitants in the cities. Great numbers were 
taken, who were executed in a very extraor¬ 
dinary manner, being hung up by one of their 
ribs on an iron hook, in which torment they 
lived eight or nine days: I faw them hung up 
by dozens in one day. Thefe executions had 
fo much the defired effeft, that one might 
travel through Ruflia, by day or night, with 
as much fafety as in any part of the world. 

On the fird of January, 1714, general >ru 
Bruce arrived in Mofcow, to remove and con- empire* 
du<d his family to Peterfburgh, when a thou-changed 
fand of the bed and mod fubdantial families [ r 0 o ™‘^ lot 
in Mofcow had received orders to prepare forPeter- 
the fame purpofc, in order to people that new fcur S- 
city, propofed for the feat of empire. The 
emprefs, dowager of czar Feodor, (lider to 
admiral Apraxin), with her court s the em¬ 
prefs, dowager of czar John, with her three 
daughters j namely, the princefs Anne, dow- 

ager 
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? 0 °* ^ ager of Courland (afterwards emprefs of Ruf- 
1714. fia); the princefs Catherine, afterwards duch- 
efs of Mecklenburg * and the princefs Profco- 
via, (who died unmarried); the princefs Na¬ 
talia, the czar’s only filter by the mother, and 
his two daughters the princeffes Anne and 
Elizabeth; with all the families of rank and 
quality, fet out this fpring for Peterfburgh, 
with all the foreign merchants, as no more 
merchandife was to be allowed to come to 
Mofcow by the way of Archangel ; fo that 
this metropolis, once the pleafanteft and moft 
agreeable city in all Ruflia, became quite de- 
ferted, none remaining in it but the vulgar; 
which was a great mortification to all ranks of 
people, being obliged to leave a place of fuch 
plenty for one where every thing was both 
fcarce and dear. 

on* of *the The czarowitz arrived in Mofcow this win¬ 

drow- ter, where I faw him for the firft lime. He 
itz s per- kept a mean Finlandilh girl for his mifirefs. 
*anners. I went often with the general to wait on him, 
and he came frequently to the general’s houfe, 
commonly attended by very mean and low 
perfons. He was very flovenly in his drefs ; 
his perfon was tall, well made, of a brown 
complexion, black hair and eyes, of a {tern 
countenance, and ftrong voice. He frequent¬ 
ly did me the honour to talk with me in Ger¬ 
man, being fully matter of that language : he 
was adored by the populace, but little refped- 
ed by the fuperior ranks, for whom he never 
{hewed the leaf*, regard ; he was always fur- 

rounded 
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rounded by a number of debauched ignorant ^^-3' 
priefts, and other mean perfons of bad charac- 1714. 
ter, in whofe company he always reflected on 
his father’s condud for aboliihing the ancient 
cufloms of the country, declaring, that as foon 
as he came to fucceed, he fhould foon reftore 
Ruffia to its former ftate j and threatening to 
deftroy, without referve, all his- father’s fa¬ 
vourites. This he did fo often, and with fo 
little referve, that it could not mifs reaching 
the emperor’s ears ; and it was generally 
thought he now laid the foundation of that 
ruin he afterwards met with. The czarowitz 
remained in Mofcow till the emperor arrived 
at Peterfburgh; who finding that his fon had 
left his confort in a melancholy fituation, he 
ordered the prince without delay to return to 
his family. 

The Ruffians may not marry any one that Ruffian 
is related to them within the fourth genera- reftriai ' 
tion •, thofe of an equal degree of confangui- confan- 
nity call each other brother and fifter, with guinity in 
the diftindion of firft, fecond, and fo on, to uiarr,a s e - 
the fourth degree ; and thofe of a higher or 
lower degree, are called uncles, nephews, See. 
with the fame diftindion. At their chriftenings 
thev commonly have three or four godfathers, 
with an equal number of godmothers, who, 
after that ceremony, reckon themfelves fo 
nearly related tint they can no more marry 
each other than if they were children of the 
fame parents. 

They 
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Ridicu¬ 
lous cuf- 
tom in bu¬ 
rying. 


Their 

Images. 


They have a very ridiculous cuftom at their 
funerals. Juft before the coffin is fhut up v 
the father-confeflor of the deceafed, puts a 
teftimonial, or pafs, for the other world, in 
writing, between the fingers of the corpfe, in 
thefe words : “ — We N. N. do certify by 
“ thefe prefents, that the bearer hereof hath 
“ always behaved himfelf and lived among us 
“ as became a good chriftian, profeffing the 
“ Greek religion ; and altho’ he may have com- 
“ mitted fome fins, he hath confefTed the fame, 

“ whereupon he hath received abfolution, and 
“ taken the communion for the remiffion of 
“ his fins. That he hath honoured God and 
“ his faints ■, that he hath not negle&ed his 
prayers, and hath failed on the hours and 
“ days appointed by the church j that he hath 
“ always behaved himfelf towards me, who 
“ am his cpnfefior, in fuch a manner that I 
“ have no reafon to complain of him, or to 
“ deny him the abfolution of his fins. In 
“ witnefs whereof we have given him thefe 
“ teftimonials, to the end that St. Peter, upon 
“ fight of them, may not deny him the open- 
ing of the gate to eternal blifs.” 

Refpefting their images, they fivffer none 
that are carved or graven, either in their 
phurches or houfes, but fuch only as are paint¬ 
ed on wood, in oil colours, by thofe of their 
own religion. They never will own to have 
bought their faints, but go to the god-market, 
and, having chofen a figure they like, depo¬ 
sit th.e money for the exchange of it; if the 

faint- 



121 


PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 

faint-maker thinks it not fufficient, he fhoves BOOK I,L 
it back, and the other party is obliged to add 1714. 
more to it, till he is fatisfied. The walls of 
their churches are every where full of them : 
over the porch of their churches, in the mar¬ 
ket-place, and over the gates of their cities, 
you are fure to meet with the pidlure of fome 
faint or other ■, fo that go which way you will, 
you fee numbers of people eroding themfelves 
with a mofl profound inclination of the head, 
repeating the Gofpodi Pomilui, or, God have 
mercy upon me. Thefe images they confider 
lb abfolutely necelfary, that without them they 
could not perform their devotion : they are 
the chief ornament of their houfes, and who¬ 
ever enters, firft pays his refpect to the faint, 
and then to thofe of the family. A Ruffian 
once coming to me with a melfage, looked 
round about the room for an image, and fee¬ 
ing none, afked me, Where is thy God ?— 

1 anfwered, In heaven : upon which he im¬ 
mediately went away without delivering his 
melfage. I told the general this circumilance, 
and he diredlly ordered a faint’s pidlure to be 
hung up in my room, to prevent giving any 
farther offence of that kind. 

All Ruffians, of what degree or condition Their 
foever, deep after dinner ; fo that about noon, baths- 
the Ihops are Ihut up, and there is no more 
fpeaking with any body than if it was at 
midnight. They bathe frequently : people of 
quality have their own private cnes, and 
bathe twice a week at leaft j but the public 
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bathing-places are all built near the tides of 
«7u- the rivers. Their ftoves are clofe places with 
furnaces, which they heat exceedingly, and 
for the better railing of vapour, frequently 
throw cold water on the ftove: there are 
benches all round, at fome dillance, one above 
another, differing in the degrees of heat, fo 
that every one choofes the temperature that 
belt fuits him: upon one of thofe benches they 
lay themfelves down at full length, quite nak¬ 
ed, and having fweated as long as they think 
proper, they are well wafhed with warm wa¬ 
ter, and well rubbed with handfuls of herbs ; 
after which they take a dram of aqua vitas, 
and go their ways. But what is moft admir¬ 
able is, when they find the heat too intenfe, 
both men and women will run out of the 
ftove, naked as they are, plunge into the river, 
and fwim about for fome time$ if it is in the 
winter, they will roll in the fnow. Thefe 
public baths are fo carelefly built, that it is 
an eafy matter to fee the people in the next 
room through the aperture of the boards which 
divide them, which, to the women who fre¬ 
quent them, is of no great confequence, as 
they are not nicely delicate in being feen nak¬ 
ed ; both foxe§ going out and coming in at the 
fame door naked, when they want to cool 
themfelves. Thefe baths are the univerfal re¬ 
medies of the Mufcovites, whether for clean- 
linefs or health ; and thus accuftomed from 
their infancy to the extremes of heat and cold, 
they become both flout and hardy, and in ge¬ 
neral 
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neral long-lived, little fubjeft to any diftem- 
per : thus they live for the moft part without *714- 
any phyficians, and many of them without 
diieafes. They begin their day at fun-rifing, 
and end at fun-fetting, fo that their night be¬ 
gins as foon as the fun is down, and ends 
when it rifes. 

The manner of travelling in Ruffia is ex- Mannerof 
tremely commodious, efpecially in winter, travellln S- 
when their {ledges glide away on the furface 
of the ice or fnow, in a flat country, with in¬ 
credible difpatch, and fo very little labour to 
the horfcs, that they can eafily perform fifty 
or fixty miles a day. Their fledges are made 
of the bark of the linden-tree, fitted to the 
fize of a man, lined with fome thick felt, and 
when a man is laid along in them, he is wrap¬ 
ped up and quite covered in good furs. The 
driver, for the moft part, runs by the fledge 
to keep himfelf warm, or fits at the feet of 
the perfon who travels ; the fledges being built 
very low, fhould they happen to overturn, 
there is little danger in the fall. In this mode 
of travelling, the time is moftly fpent in fleep- 
ing, the eafy, almoft imperceptible, motion 
favouring their repofe. When they happen to 
pafs through deferts, or great forefts, where 
they are obliged to remain all night in the 
open air, they kindle a great fire, round which 
they range their fledges, fo that being well clo¬ 
sed on-all fides, and well covered up with their 
furs, they reft more commodioufly than in a 
country cottage, where men and beafts being 

lodged 
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book m. j 0 ( jg e( j togther in one room, greatly difturb a 
1714- man’s reft. The greateft inconvenience in 
travelling thofe parts is the want of inns on 
the road, which obliges the travellers to carry 
provifions along with them, and other necef- 
faries they may ftand in need of; but thofe 
who travel iingly commonly go poft, when 
they pay the whole expence of the journey at 
fetting out, and have no more occafion to put 
their hand in their pocket till they come to 
the end of it,, which is very convenient. The 
poft-boy receives a written order, which he 
delivers to the next who fucceeds him, and fo 
on to the end; and they go day and night, 
having frefti horfes every ten miles, fo that 
the traveller may fleep all the way in his 
fledge, if he choofes. They commonly tra¬ 
vel an hundred and fifty miles in twenty- 
four hours. I have often travelled three ftages 
without waking. 

In the fummer they travel either by water, 
on the rivers with which this country a- 
bounds; or by land on horfeback, by coach, 
or fleeping-waggon ; the roads in Ruflia being 
very broad, beautiful, and eafy for travelling. 
For pafling the rivers they have a kind of 
floating-bridges made of large fir-trees, fatten¬ 
ed together, which can fupport a great weight. 
But the violent heat of the fummer, and the 
prodigious quantities of mufquetoes and flies, 
are very troublefome, and greatly interrupt 
the picture 3, ftranger would otherwife have 
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in paffing through this country from the beau- BOOK nt 
ty and variety of its forefts, rivers, and lakes. i 7 . 4 . 

No religion in the world could well be con¬ 
ceived to impofe a more fevere mortification 
on its profeffors than the Ruffian ; for, if it 
were not fufficient to have enjoined the keep¬ 
ing of two conftant faft days in the week, as 
Wednefday and Friday, and the eves before 
holidays, when they are obliged to abftain fo 
ftri&ly from all kind of fleffi, that they muft 
not tafte butter, eggs, or milk, they have four 
Lents every year; the longeft of them is feven 
weeks, the firft of which is Butter Week , and 
that being their carnival, they have liberty for 
all manner of food except fifti. In this week 
their extravagancies exceed almoft all belief; 
and as if this time was allotted for the purpofe 
of preparing to faft the other fix, they employ 
it in the moft extravagant excefs in drinking 
brandy and melted butter, which they pour 
down their throats in fuch amazing quantities, 
that one would imagine the leaft fpark of fire 
would fet their bodies in a flame ; nay, they 
are very often obliged to quench this inflam¬ 
mation with milk to prevent their dying on the 
fpot, which frequently happens. Woe to the 
ftranger that meets thefe drunkards at night, 
unlefs he is well guarded, their infolencies be- taih 
ing fo great that a number of perfons are mur¬ 
dered every night ; not to reckon thofe who 
being overcharged with liquor, and wanting 
attendants to carry them home, fall down 
upon the fnow, and fo are frozen to death. 
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During this week, it is very common in a 
, 7M . morning, although a fhocking fight, to fee ten 
or a dozen bodies carried upright in a lledge, 
frozen to death ; yet thefe are the daily ob¬ 
jects one meets in a morning in the ftreets of 
Mofcow. All the atonement they make for 
thefe enormities, when the week is over, is by 
frequenting the baths, to wafh away the impu¬ 
rities contracted in their exceftive debauches: 
they live temperately during the reft of the 
Lent, and fome of the more rigid will not 
even tafte fifti all that time, but live upon 
honey, herbs, and pulfe, and drink only quas, 
or water. 

They celebrate the feaft of Eafter with 
great ceremony and rejoicing ; as well in re¬ 
membrance of the refurre&ion of our Saviour, 
as that it puts an end to the mortification they 
endured during Lent. They now rejoice fif¬ 
teen days, feafting together on all manner of 
good cheer; and to make a full amends for 
their fufferings in Lent, the public houfes are 
now continually crouded by all forts of people, 
women as well as men, ecclefiaftics and laics; 
and the ftreets almoft not to be paffed for the 
multitudes of drunkards at night. For thefe 
fifteen days they have eggs ready dyed all man¬ 
ner of colours, which they fend or give in pre- 
fents to each other; and when they meet 
in this time, they falute with thefe words, 
Cbrifto t vos Chrejl ;—that is, Chrift is rifen: 
—to which the other having anfwered, Woijlin 
w Chrejl ,—that is, He is certainly rifen,— 

they 
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they kifs one another; he that falutes firft is 
obliged to prefent the other with an egg ; no- , ;J+ . 
body, of whatever condition or fex, daring to 
refufe the egg or kifs: the people of quality 
have them covered with gold or filver leaf, or 
very curioufly painted both outfide and in. 

Moft of their religious feftiv^ls are folem- 
nifed with proceffions, among which that of 
Palm Sunday, reprefenting our Saviour’s pub¬ 
lic entry into Jerufalem, is performed with great 
folemnity. Before the patriarchal dignity was 
laid a fide, the patriarch ufed to ride in the 
' proceflion, mounted on an afs, the czar lead¬ 
ing him by the bridle, from the caftle to the 
church called Jerufalem, without the caftle- 
gate; and the patriarch, in acknowledgment 
of the honour conferred on him by his majefty 
in leading his afs, prefented him with a purfe 
of one hundred rubles. 


BOOK 
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BOOK IV. 


City of Novogorod.—The Sterlit fijj.—Marjhal Zereme- 
tof’s military miflakes.—The readxfl method to get out of 
the Ruffian Jervice.—The city of Peterjburgh.—The 
czar's ufual table.—His entertainments.—His prefent of 
boats to different ranks, and its good defign.—An am- 
baffador from UJbeck Tartaiy.—A naval excurfon for 
his entertainment.—Cronjladt and Cronelet. — Oranian- 
baum, Peterjhojf, and Catharinhoff.—The granddutchefs 
born, and the prince's behaviour on the occafim.—His 
dtjrefpeft to the czar.—Naval expedition, in which the 
czar was rear admiral.—His gallant ahhon with Ehren- 
Jbield.—He takes Aland—His triumphal entry at 
Peterjburgh.—Promoted to be vice-admiral.—He compli¬ 
ments Ehrenjbield's bravery.—His Speech to the fenate .— 
His refentment of the czarowitz's dtfrefpeft.—He injli- 
tutes frequent facial affemblies and a royal academy.— 
Court-martial on Admiral Kruys.—The order of St. 
Catharine.—Confujions in the revenue , and the confe- 
qilent diflrefs.—Many delinquents punijled.—Fifcals ap¬ 
pointed.—The czar's public entertainments. — Mr. Slitter's 
perpetuum mobile.—The old Finlander.—Hard frojl at 
Peterjburgh.—Experiments on bears.—Method of kill¬ 
ing them. 

O N the fir ft day of March general Bruce 
fet out from Mofcow, with his family, 
on his way to Peterlburgh ; we palled by the 
town of Twer, over the river Wolga, and ar¬ 
rived at the city of Novogorod the roth ; it is 
fituated in a very fair fpacious plain upon the 

Wologda, 
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W ologda, a river different from the Wolga. 
The Wologch derives its fource from the lake 
Ilmen, about three miles above this city, from 
whence it falls into lake Ladoga, and emerg¬ 
ing from thence in the river Neva, near the 
fortrefs of Noteburgh, at laft by the gulph of 
Finland, empties itfelf into the Baltic fea. 
This river is of great advantage to Novogorod, 
not only by the plenty of all forts of moft ex¬ 
cellent fifh with which it ftores their market, 
at a very moderate price, but by being navi¬ 
gable to its very fource. The furrounding 
country is very fertile, abounding in wheat, 
flax, hemp, honey, and wax. Ruflia leather 
is one of its principal commodities, being fup- 
pofed to be dreffed here to greater per fed ion 
than in any other part of Mufcovy; Novogo¬ 
rod is reputed one of the chief cities in the 
empire for trade. In former ages, this city was 
deemed one of the moft potent in Europe, 
and was fo famous that it became proverbial 
in thofe parts, Who can oppofe God , and the 
great city of Novogorod? But the czar Ivan 
Wafilowitz, the great tyrant of Mofcow, hav¬ 
ing plundered it, laid moft part of the city in 
allies, and removed all the conflderable citi¬ 
zens to Nifni, or Lower Novorogod. The 
great extent of the ruins of the ancient walls, 
and the number of fteeples ftill remaining, are 
fufficient evidence of its former glory, and that 
its prefent condition bears no proportion to 
what it was before its deftru&ion, being now 
only furrounded by a wooden wall, and the 

K houfes 





o memoirs of 

^ houfes built of the fame materials. A caftle 
x 7 , 4 . ftands on the other fide of the river, oppofite 
to the city, and joined to it by a bridge ; this 
caftle is furrounded by a ftrong ftone wall, and 
is the refidence both of the governor and me¬ 
tropolitan. In this city, and oppofite the 
caftle, is a monaftery dedicated to St, Antho¬ 
ny, of whorti they relate mod furprifing mira-r 
cles: aiuongft the reft, they fhew a great mill- 
ftone lying againft the wall of the convent, 
upon which they fay St. Anthony performed 
his devotions from Rome to this place * that 
he came down the Tiber into the Mediterra¬ 
nean, thipngh the ftreights, over all the feas in 
his way to the Baltick, on this ftone, and go¬ 
ing up the Wologda, at laft fixed his refidence 
at Novogorod ; after he came afhore, he 
agreed with feme fifhermen for the firft 
draught of their net, which proved to be a 
large cheft containing the faint’s canonical 
robes, his books, and moneywith the money 
he built this monaftery, where he ended his 
days, and his body ftill remains uncorrupted. 
Upon my afking the monk, who gave me this 
information, in what fhip the faint arrived 
upon this mill-ftone, and how they gat up the 
frills in the lake of Lagoda, he fell into a paf- 
fion, and told me I was an unbeliever and no 
Chriftian, and fb went away without fhewing 
me the uncorrupted body of his faint. 

There are at prefent in this city one hun¬ 
dred and forty-four religious houfes, befides 
a great number of churches and chapels. 

Peterfburgh 
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Peterfburgh is fupplied prom hence with all 
forts of provifions and neceflaries, conveyed .714. 
in flat-bottomed vefi'els, many of which are 
loft in the falls, or rapids, of the lake Lad¬ 
oga, by ftriking on the rocks, which lie hid 
under water, with fuch violence, from the 
rapidity of the ftream, that they are beat to 
pieces. The czar, to prevent fuch frequent 
lofies, ordered a canal to be cut in a ftrait line 
from the river Wologda to the river Neva, 
and 30,000 men are employed every fummer 
at this work, and an equal number of foldiers 
and peafants. This canal is near one hundred 
miles in length, and eighty feet broad; the 
banks on each fide, raifed by the earth dug 
out of the canal, are fixty feet broad, and 
make a road on both fides; the country is 
plain and level all the way with a froali nor¬ 
thern declination, but full pf woods and mar- 
fhes. When this work is completed, it will 
be of unfpeakable advantage to the country, 
as the communication of Novogorod with 
Peterfburgh will be both fhort and fafe; it 
will alfo be a great convenience for thofe who 
travel that u r ay by land in the fummer, as they 
are now obliged to go a great way about to 
fhun thefe fens and marches. The czar alfo 
Intends, when thi6 is ftnilhed, to make a com¬ 
munication between the Wolga and the Wol¬ 
ogda, which, in fact, will be a navigable con¬ 
veyance from the Cafpian fea to the Baltic, 
and confequently to any port in Europe. 

K 2 Somu 



132 MEMOIRS OF 

'Z' Some time ago, fome veffels going from 
1714- Petelburgh, with live filh, called fterlit, in 
S-- palling the falls of Ladoga, were beat to 
pieces, by which accident the fifn regained 
their liberty, and fome of them were after¬ 
wards taken at Cronllot, and one catched at 
Stockholm, which were conlidered very great 
curiolities, as none of them had ever been 
feen in thofe feas before. They are about 
eighteen inches long, of a lhape peculiar to 
themfelves ; their head like that of a pike, 
but longer, and inftead of fcales, they have a 
fort of Ihells on their back, not unlike the 
turtle-lhell, but have no bones at all in them; 
and when dreffed they are the moll delicious 
filh in the world, being very fat and pleafant 
to the tafte; their common price at Peter- 
fburgh is a ducat a-piece. Brigadier le Fort, 
who was then a prifoner at Stockholm, and 
feeing this filh in the market, bought it, and 
invited prince Dolgorouky and general Weyde, 
alfo prisoners, to dine with him, and when 
the filh came on the table, they were both 
much furprifed, knowing it was a native only 
of the Cafpian, or the Wolga. I never heard 
if they propagated their fpecies in thefe feas. 

General Bruce being governor of this pro¬ 
vince, it detained him a few days to infpedi 
the affairs relating to his government; and 
Marflial while he ftaid, was entertained by the prin- 
Zpremet- cipal people of the city: one day, dining with 
tary'mlr" deputy governor, the difcourfe turned up¬ 
takes. On fome miftakes made by field-marlhal Zere- 

metof, 
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metof, when the czar firft began to new mo¬ 
del his army after the German difcipline. For 
the encouragement of foreign officers to come 
into the army, he had given orders to the 
marfhal that, if they came well recommended, 
they fhould be promoted one ftep above the 
rank they held in the fervice they had left ; 
at that time there happened to come a briga¬ 
dier from the Auftrian fervice, well recom¬ 
mended by the emperor, and defired his pre¬ 
ferment as a major-general, agreeable to the 
czar’s inftru&ions; the marfhal conceiving 
that to be a ftep too much, told the gentle¬ 
man he ought to be fatisfied with being firft 
made a lieutenant-general; and the officer 
i’ubmitting to gratify the marfhal, his com- 
miffion was fent to the czar to be confirmed, 
and the marfhal claimed a merit in having 
fatisfied the foreigner fo eafily : the czar was 
much diverted with the marfhal’s miftake, yet 
he confirmed the commiffion, but cautioned 
the marfhal, not to make fuch miftakes in fu¬ 
ture. Notwithftanding this caution, a little 
time produced another miftake; a German 
captain des armes , which is below the poft of 
a ferjeant, and whofe bufinefs it is to take 
care of the arms belonging to the company, 
folicited to be employed in the army; the 
marfhal, by his German interpreter, afked 
what poft he laft ferved in, and was anfwered, 
Captain des armes ; the word arm^ in the Ger¬ 
man language, fignifying poor ; the interpre¬ 
ter reported, that he had been a poor captain 
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if that be the cafe, faid the marfhal, I’ll make 
1714. him a rich captain ; and made out a captain’s 
commiffion for him but the czar, inftead of 


confirming it, appointed him only enlign, 
which made the poor captain very happy. 

The rea- In thofe times it was much eafier getting 
Cdt me- irjto the fervice than out of it, as was evident 
get^out of i n the cafe of major-general Gordon, who 
the Ruf- wanted very much to quit the fervice, and 
, fer- folietted his difeharge by every application in 
his power, but all in vain; and being in Po¬ 
land on a feparate command, after the battle 
of PtiltoWa, he took that opportunity to fend 
to MofeoW for his Wife and daughters, and on 
their arrival in Poland, he carried them to 


Pantzig, where he took fhipping and tailed 
for Scotland. A fimilar eafo happened, in 
my time, to a colonel of dragoons, who, af¬ 
ter a long fervitude, folrcited, and obtained 
his difeharge from the fervice with little dif- 
fichlty, but found it out of his power to ob¬ 
tain &. pafs to get out of the country, being 
always put off from time to time with fair 
promifes, with which they amufed him fo 
Jong, that he Was at length obliged to draw 
bills on his friends in Germany for money to 
fubfift 6ft. The Ruffian policy is, that mo¬ 
ney faced by the government’s fervants, fhould 
remain in the country, and having obferved 
this officer, while in Poland; with his regiment, 
making considerable remittances to his friends 
in Germany, took care when theyltad granted 
his difeharge to detain his perfon. witfy a view 


Vo 
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to bring feme of the money back again. The BOOiC Iv 
colonel,finding he was likely to ruin himfelf, , 7 , 4 ' 
without hopes of getting out of the country, 
applied to fome of the foreign generals for 
their council, who advifed him immediately to 
petition to be employed again in the fervice; 
which he did, and foon found himfelf once 
mote at the head of a regiment of dragoons ; 
the regiment being ordered into Poland, he 
there made the beft ufe of his time till he 
thought himfelf fufficiently reimburfed, then 
went into Germany, from whence he wrote 
to prince MenzikofF, excufing himfelf fot 
leaving the fervice in fuch a manner, but h£ 
had no alternative, for he was hot permitted 
to do it in a more honourable way ; advifing 
the prince not to detain foreigners in the fer¬ 
vice againft their will, for fuch meafures would 
only prevent men of abilities and merit from 
entering at all into their fervice. But all this 
did not mend the matter ; and it would be too 
tedious to enter into a detail of the difficul¬ 
ties ft rangers have to encounter in endeavour¬ 
ing to get out of this country. Wc fet out 
from Novogorod the 25 th, and arrived at 
Peterfburgh the ift of April. The diftance 
from Mofcow to Peterfburgh is c;4'i Englifii 
miles, or 812 Ruffian werfts. 

The nobility, and people of fafhion and The du- 
fortunc, who had removed with their families p “ er 
from Mofcow, found here a fad reverfe in 
their fituation. Inftead of their fpacious pa¬ 
yees and lofty houfes ip that city, and their 

1 on at,ry 



136 MEMOIRS OF 

country houfesand villas in its vicinity, where 
> 7'4 they had every thing in plenty, they found 
provilions very fcarce, and moil conveniencies 
wanting. As this place was agreeable both to 
the defigns and humour of the czar, he paid 
little regard to the complaints of thofe who 
confidered their own eafe and luxury more 
than the advantage of their country. The 
merchant and fhopkeepers found their account 
in this new city, where every thing bore an 
exceffive price. 

This city was now in its infancy, it being 
yet but barely ten years fince its firft founda¬ 
tion was laid. When the czar had made him- 
felf mafter of Noteburgh and New Schantz, 
he went down to the mouth of the river Neva, 
where it falls into the Baltic by feveral 
llreams forming fo rtiany iflands; the fituation 
pleafed him fo much, that he refolved upon 
building this city. He found only four fifher- 
men’s huts, to which he added a houfe for 
himfelf on an ifland in the north fide of the 
river, and called it Peterfburgh. This houfe 
was only a fhelter from the weather and to reft 
in ; it is a low hall built of wood, inclofed in 
a wooden gallery, and the year 1704, in fi¬ 
gures, carved over the door ; but in memory 
of this great undertaking, it has been pre- 
ferved ever fince. Lieutenant-general Robert 
Bruce, commandant of the city, has the 
charge and ufe of this original hall, and has 
built a very good houfe adjoining to it for 
himfelf, which w$s one of the firft that made 

a ftiew 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 

a fhew in this place. The firft thing that was 
undertaken was the building two forts ; one 
here, and another at Cronllot, to prated the 
place from infult from the Swedes by fea ; it 
being naturally guarded againft any attempt on 
the land-fide, as the country round it is al- 
moft one general morafs. 

Every body now beheld with furprize and 
admiration fuch advances towards a city, in fo 
fhort a time, as many thoufand houfes were 
already built. In that part called Peterfburgh, 
Hands a large fquare brick building, with a 
fpacious court within, for merchants and 
tradefmen, where they have their fhops be¬ 
low and ftore-rooms above, and are fhut up 
every night, being under the fame regulations 
with the grand market- place at Mofcow j and 
the merchants all refide in this part of the 
town. Here' is alfo a large long brick build¬ 
ing, which contains the fenate-houfe, all the 
fupreme courts of the kingdom, chancery- 
court, court of juftice, the boards of admi¬ 
ralty and ordnance, the war-office, &e. &c. 
The prefident of every court, or board, is a 
fenator. The feat of trade, the courts of 
juftice, all the public offices, and the grand 
council of the empire, being combined in fuch 
a fmall fpace, makes it extremely convenient 
for the difpatch of bufinefs. On another 
illand, to the north of this, are the habitati¬ 
ons of Afintic merchants, viz. Armenians, Per- 
lians, Turks, Tartars, Chinefe, and Indians; 
but no Jew is now allowed to trade, or indeed, 

live 
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^°° K live in the Ruffian empire. Oppofite to the Se- 
1714. nate-houfe, on a fmall ifland, ftands the fort 
by itfelf, and being in the center, commands 
the whole city; the fort is a hexagon, ftrength- 
ened by ravelines; the ramparts are all cafe* 
mated, bomb-proof: it contains houfes and 
barracks for the officers and foldiers belonging 
to the garrifon, a large arfenal, ftorehoufes, 
and magazines 5 a fine large church, with a 
very high fteeple, furnifhed with a fet of imi- 
fical bells, which play every day from eleven 
to twelve at noon $ in this church is a large 
vault intended for the fepulchre of the impe* 
rial family; the works, and all the interior 
buildings are of brick, and the only commu¬ 
nication with the fort is by draw-bridges, op¬ 
pofite the fetiate-houfe. Below the fort, on 
the fame fide of the river, is Wafilio Oftrof, 
(ot ifland), where prince Menzikoff has built 
a very grand palace, and a number of fine 
brick-houfes for the accommodation of thofe 
belonging to his court; this ifland is large, and 
well laid out in gardens and parks, and here 
the grandeur of the Imperial court is difplayed, 
and all foreign ambafiadors and minifters have 
their audiences; on which occafion, the czar 
appears always as a private gentleman; as in¬ 
deed, he does every where, attended only by 
one page and one footman, who carries his 
mathematical inftrunients and draughts, for he 
is an excellent draughtfman, and underflands 
ail the branches of the mathematics, and is 
xyell verfed in fortification, architecture, ffiip- 

building. 
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building, and the conftrucftion of all kinds of 
engines. As he is a prince that has a know¬ 
ledge of every thing, he is not eafily impofed 
on by others. Oppofite Wafilio*Oftrof, on the 
fouth fide of the river, is the admiralty and 
dock-yard, for building fhips and gallies. This 
illand being formerly low and marfliy, was in¬ 
terfered by fevcral canals, and the ground 
raifed and made commodious for the purpofe 
it is applied to ; it is inclofed by the river, and 
like the reft of the place, has its natural de~ 
fence from the morafly confines of the river. 
The people employed in fhip- building are all 
quartered here, as alfo the officers and tailors 
belonging to the fleet. 

Above the admiralty, ftands the Inoifemfka 
Slaboda, or Foreign Town, where all Euro¬ 
pean foreigners live, and havefeveral Prote* 
ftant and one Roman Catholic, meeting-houfes: 
here ftands admiral Apraxin’s fine palace. 
This Ifland was alfo low and marfhy, but was 
drained and raifed by digging feveral canals 
through it. The czar has both his winter and 
furtimer-palace on this ifland; the former is 
next the fiver, and the latter at the eaft, or 
upper end of the ifland, where his yatchs and 
pleafure-bodts axe ranged clofc up before the 
door; here are exceeding fine gardens and a 
large park, inclofed by a large and deep canal ^ 
the gardens are full of water-works, Italian 
ftaiucs, covered walks and arbors. A fine a- 
venue of large trees, which ftand by the fide 
of the river, were dug out of the ground in 

thp 
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B v*^- 'Ij winter, with large quantities of frozen 
•7*4. earth flicking to their roots, and brought in that 
condition and planted here, and flourifhed to 
the furprize of all who faw them. In the park 
was built a houfe which contains all forts of ma¬ 
thematical inftruments; alfo the famous globe 
of Gothorp, contrived by Tycho Brahe, in 
which twelve people can fit round a table and 
obferve the celeftial conftellations as it turns 
on its axis. In the garden vyas a long gallery, 
or hall, where the czar attended every day 
from eleven to twelve o’clock at noon, when 
every body had free accefs, and he then re¬ 
ceived petitions from all ranks of his fubje&s ; 
after that hour none were permitted to addrefs 
him except upon affairs of confequence. He 
The czar’s dined commonly at twelve o’clock, and only 
bi^* 1 ta with his own family; onedifh only was ferved 
up at a time, and to have it hot he dined in 
a room contiguous to the kitchen, from 
whence the difh is received through a window 
from the cook ; at one o’clock he lies down 
and fleeps an hour ; he fpent the afternoon 
and evening in fome diverfions or other till 
ten o’clock, when he went to bed, and got 
up again at four in the morning, fnmmer and 
winter. 

Hi* enter- J n the holidays, he invented all manner of 
tammenrs. dj ver {i ons ^ anc j frequently entertained com¬ 
pany in his long hall in the garden, which be¬ 
ing furrounded by water, the guefts come in 
their boats, which, as the company difembark, 
are all fecured under a guard in the harbour, 
that no body may give him the flip before the 

company 
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company depart altogether, which feldom hap- 
pened before the next morning. Coaches, or >714 
other wheel-carriages, are of little ufe in this 
city, where the whole is furrounded either 
with rivers or canals, which having no bridg¬ 
es, every body is obliged to go by water. To 
accommodate this inconveniency, the czar His pre- 
prefented every one of the firft quality with a f ent cf 

* j * * » ^ boats to 

yacht 5 a boyar, which is a failing-boat with a different 
large cabin in the middle of her, after the Dutch ranks,and 
faihion ; a barge of ten or twelve oars, and a 
wherry of four or two: thofe of the fecond 
rank, a buyer and a wherry; and to thofe of 
a lower degree, a wherry only; obliging every 
one to keep their veffels in repair, and when 
worn out, to rebuild them at their own ex¬ 
pence ; this w r as alfo a political prefent, for 
one day in the week was appointed for mu¬ 
ttering thofe veffels, for failing or rowing, as 
his majefty’s fancy dire&ed, and the proper fig- 
nal was made by the fort. If they rowed it 
was on the broad river, in their fmaller veffcls, 
when they made a delightful appearance, and 
the plcafure much heightened by the bands of 
mufic: moft of the firft quality had bands of 
their own. If the fignal was made for failing 
to Cronftadt, then all the yachts and buyers 
wont in three fquadrons: in this expedition, 
they wore taught all the different manoeu¬ 
vres of a fleet of men of war, by fignals, as 
making or fhortening fail, tacking, forming 
the line of battle, coming to an anchor, &c. 

&c. by which the young nobility and gentry 

became 
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»°°* ^ became acquainted with the nature of the feiv 
1714. vice, and many hands were taught the ma¬ 
nual duties of teamen, and fitted for the navy, 
Eaft from the fummer palace, on a dry rifirig 
ground, ftands the grand arfenal, and foun- 
dery for cannon, mortars, &c. and a fine houfe 
built by the mafter-general; and here alfo re- 
fide all the officers, &c. of the ordnance} 
thofe alfo of the bloodi-royal live here on ac¬ 
count of its fine fituation and air, as it is not 
fubjedl to inundations as the other parts} the 
czarowitz and his confort have their court here} 
the prineefs Natalia his majefty’s fitter, the 
two Imperial dowagers of the ezaf3 Feodor 
and John, befides a number of noble families} 
and at the eaft. end of this palace ftands the 
monaftery of Alexander Newfki, where an 
archbifhop refides. The. great ftir there was at 
this time in all parts of the city is paft defcription, 
nothing was to be feen or heard all day long but 
tradefmen and labourers at work in building 
fhips and galleys, or houfes either of brick or 
timber, digging canals and paving ftreets. 
The river was continually full of large yeftels 
bringing all forts of materials, as bricks, tiles, 
and ftone for the ftreets. Large floats of tim¬ 
ber came daily down the river for building 
fhips and houfes. Every body being employed 
in one fhape or other, there was not an idle 
perfon to be feen. 

An am- On the 17 th of May an ambaffador arrived 
f>om dor here from the cham of the Ufbeck Tartars, 
uibeck who had an audience of the czar next day. 

'l'iuury, His 
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His commiflion confifted of thefe three ar- ] 
tides 5 firft, that the cham rejoiced at his ma- 
jeily’s fuccefs in war, and the increafe of his 
power, and recommended himfelf to his favour 
and prote&ion j fecondly, he defired the czar 
to enjoin his vaffal, the cham of the Calmuck 
Tartars, to keep good neighbourhood and 
peace with him, for he feemed inclinable to 
join with the Tartars, fubjed to China, and 
to itir up others of his neighbours againft him; 
for which the cham of Ufbeck offered in ac¬ 
knowledgment, to keep 50,000 foldiers al¬ 
ways ready for the czar’s fervice, to match at 
his command. Thirdly, as a farther teilimo- 
ny of the cham’s friendfhip, he offered a paf- 
fage through his dominions for the annual ea- 
ravans to China, and to enter into a treaty of 
commerce with Ruflia, by which an incredible 
advantage was to accrue to his majefty, as the 
caravans were then obliged to make their 
journey to Peking with great inconvenience, 
and took a whole year to travel the whole ex¬ 
tent of Siberia, where there were no beaten 
road, whereas they might go thither through 
his mailer’s dominions on a good road in four 
months. The embaffador then laid many 
filks, and other Chinefe and Perfian goods, 
together with curious furs, at the czar’s feet, 
as a prcfent from his mailer i telling him, that 
he had left fome Periian horfes and beails be¬ 
hind him at Mofcow, and expreffed his con¬ 
cern that a fine leopard and an ape had died 
on the road. 
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On this occafion the fignal was made for 
1714- the yachts and boyars to attend his majeliy 
excu'fion to Cronflot; I went with the mailer*general 
for his in his yacht, and arrived at Cronflot in the 
entertain- evening, where we Ilept on board at an an. 
chor. The czar had defired the Tartarian 
ambaflador to follow him next day with the 
great chancellor, count Golofkin, on board a 
fnow, and they fet off about noon wiih feven 
fenators on board; the weather was fultry, 
and they failed with a gentle breeze, till being 
got about two leagues from Peterlburgh, by 
the unfkilfulnefs of the Ruffian captain they 
got among the flats, and the veflel got a-ground’ 
on a fand and fluck fall: the failors wrought 
till (even in the evening before they got her 
off; and about nine, fo violent a ftorm arofe 
as had not been known in thofe parts for fe- 
veral years ; about twelve all their boats were 
beat to pieces, their belt anchor gone, and 
with it all their hopes, looking for nothing 
but death. The ambaflador, having never 
been on fuch a fea before, turned pale, and 
at length wrapping himfelf up in a lilk quilt, 
made his prieft fit down on his knees before 
him, and read fomething out of a book of 
the prophet Ali, being of the Perfian religion. 
Towards morning the ftorm began to abate, 
the veflel was happily towed out of the flats, 
and as foon as it came to an anchor, his ma- 
jefty went on board, and congratulated him 
on his fafe arrival, continuing with him in 
the cabin above two hours. The ambaffador 


ordered 
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ordered feveral kinds of fruit of his country book iv. 
to be ferved up, and called for his ihuflcians, 
vocal and inftrumental, to entertain the em¬ 
peror. The czar aiked the ambaflkdor feve¬ 
ral queftions relating to his country, efpedally 
concerning the river Darien, -which runs 
through it, and falls into the Cafpian fea. 

There is a great deal of gold found in the bed 
of this river, Walhed down from the moun¬ 
tains, where there are rich gold mines. The 
czar brought the ambaflador on Ihore, and 
fhewed him his fleet and harbours, at which 
he was not a little furprifed, as it was the firft 
of the kind he had ever feen. 

We were detained here three days, and I CVonfltck 
took the opportunity to furvey the ifland of ^ Cron ' 
Retufary, which was new to me, and where 
the czar had begun to build a new town call¬ 
ed Cronftadt: the houfes are all built of brick, 
and large; the lower ftories are calculated for 
fhop 9 and warehoufes, for the convenience of 
foreign merchants to trade or fettle here, as 
they did not approve the method obferved in 
the grand market-places of Mofcow and Pe- 
terfburgh, in having their (hops in one part 
of the town, and living themfeives in another * 
here the ftreets are broad, and have a canal 
in the middle, that goods may be conveyed 
or removed, at the eafy charge of water-car¬ 
riage. TherC are two fine harbours, the one 
for the royal navy, and the other for mer¬ 
chant-men, the piers being all mounted with 
cannon. Within gun (hot of the harbour, and 
L a mile 
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book tv. a mile from ingria, (lands the caftle of Cron- 
V ~~ V 7 W/ dot, founded on a land-bank in the fea: the 
foundation was laid in winter upon the ice, 
with ftrong wooden caffoons filled with ftone, 
upon which the fuperftru&ure was afterwards 
built of wood filled up with earth ; this caftle 
is round with three galleries about it, one a-» 
bove another, and well furnifhed with cannon, 
and thus the entrance up to Peterlburgh is 
fufficiently guarded againft every attempt of 
an enemy by fea : befides, there is no getting 
up againll the ftrong currents without a favou¬ 
rable Wind and even then it requires a fkilful 
pilot to bring them through the ‘Ihoals and 
fand-banks, which yearly alter their fituation. 

A fleet of thirty (hips of the line, befides fri¬ 
gates and yachts, now lay here ready for fea; 
ttnd the troops which were encamped in the 
neighbourhood, were ready to embark on board 
eighty gallies, and one hundred fcampavies, 
dr half-gallies: the czar ordered the fhips and 
gallies out to fea, where they formed the line, 
and gave a general falute with all their guns, 
which ftruck the Tartarian ambaflador with 
furprize and amazement, having never feen 
the like before; this done, the Ihips came to 
an anchor again and the gallies on Ihore. 
Oranlam- His majefty then went to Oranianbaum, a 
country-houie of prince MenzikoFs, oppofite 
and Ca- Cronflot, on the fide of. Ingria, where a 
therine- grand entertainment was prepared by the 
hoff ' prince’s directions; from thence he went to 
Peterlhoff,. a country palace of his own, and 

thence 
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thence to Catherinehoff, a palace of the cza* book iv. 
rina’s, at both which the company were en- 
tertained with royal magnificence. The em¬ 


peror now returned to Cronflot to go to fea 


with the fleet, and the emprefs, with the reft 


of the company, returned to Peterfburgh. 
From Oranianbaum the country fifes gently 
from the fhore, and abounds with the feats of 


the grandees, about half a mile diftant from 
each other, which affords a beautiful pro- 
fpe<ft from the fea. 

On the 29th of June, the governor of 
Wybourg, in Finland, took Nyflot, the capi¬ 
tal fortrefs of the province of Savolaxia, and 
made the garrifon prifoners of war. 

The Imperial princefs, confort to the cza- The 
rowitz, wa9 brought to bed of a daughter on 8^^ 
the 23d of July, who was baptized by the torn * and 
name of Natalia, and had the title of grand the pr in- 
duchefs given her. The czarowitz, at that “ouTorT 
time, on a pretended indifpofition, had with- the occa- 
drawn himfelf to Carlfbad, with his Finlan- fl0 “- 


difti miftrefs, merely to be out of the way at 
the delivery of his amiable, but unhappy 
wife : in this difagreeable fituatiort, fhe had 
only the princefs of Eaft Friefland, a relation 
of her own, to comfort her. The czar, fen- 


fible of her diftrefs, treated her with the 
higheft efteem, allowed her a fplendid court, 
and fpared no coft to aggrandize it, and ap¬ 
pointed frequent balls and affemblies at her 
houfe on purpofe to divert her, and fhe had 
every mark of refpeCl and regard (hewn her 

L 2 by 
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by the czarina j indeed, fhe had greatly en- 
1714, deared herfelf to them both by the gentlenefs 
of her difpofition, and the fweetnefs of her 
temper and manner, but the brutal eondud 
of her hufband embittered all. When the 
czarowitz returned from Carlfbad, which was 
in confequence of the emperor’s exprefs or¬ 
ders, he not only fhewed the utmoft difregard 
to the princefs, but maltreated thofe of her 
court in fuch a manner, that they were all go¬ 
ing to leave her, which ill ufage threw her 
into a deep melancholy; his father’s frequent 
rcmonftrances on the fubjed leemed only to 
make bad worfe, for he accufed her of carry¬ 
ing complaints of him to the czar, and told 
her plainly, if it was not for the fear of his fa¬ 
ther’s anger, he would turn her whole court 
out of doors, and oblige her to live after the 
old Ruffian cuftom. Although they lived in 
the fame houfe, they were fuch ftrangers to 
each other, that they were never feen to eat 
or converfe together, except when he came 
to upbraid hen with her numerous houfhold. 
This was not the-only mortification this amia¬ 
ble princefs underwent •, none of the grandees 
paid their court to her except when ordered by 
his majefty, out of fear of difobliging the 
prince, fo that the foreign minifters were the 
only perfons that could venture to pay her a- 
ny refped. 

All this bad ufage of fo good a princefs was 
the more furprifing, when it is confidered file 
was his own free choice. The czar had fent 

him 
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him to travel fqjr his improvement, and re- book iv. 
commended to him the choice of a princefs J 
abroad for his wife; and feeing, in the courfe 
of his travels, the princefs of Wolfenbuttel, 
filter to the emprefs of Germany, he made 
his addrefles to her, and wrote to the czar for 
his confent, which was readily granted. His 
majefty arriving foon after at Torgau, conclud¬ 
ed that unhappy marriage. 

It was very remarkable, that the prince ne- ... 

/ r , , r . His difre- 

ver appeared at any or the public meetings, f pe a to 
when his majefty was attended by all perfons czar - 
of quality and rank, fuch as birth-days, cele¬ 
brating of vi&ories, launching of Ihips, &c. 

General Bruce, who lived next door to the 
prince, had orders always to give the prince 
notice the day before, of fuch public days or 
meetings, and I had the honour to carry and 
deliver the meflage; but his highnefs, to avoid 
appearing in public, either took phylio, or let 
blood, always making his excufe, that he 
could not attend for want of health ; when, 
at the fame time, it was riotorioufly known 
that he got drunk in very bad company, when 
he ufed conftantly to condemn all his father’s 
actions. 

Immediately on his majefty’s return to Cron-j 
flot, he put out to fea with a fleet, on an in- pedition, 
formation that the Swedilh fleet, under ad- whictl 
miral Watrang, had failed with an intention was*”™, 
to block him up in the harbour; and that their admiral, 
rear admiral, Ehrenlhidd, had feized on the 
port of Twerwin, in Finland, where he had 

funk 
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poor iv. funk feveral of our (hips, and taken about 
two hundred prifoners; by which acquifidon, 
they hoped to be able to repulfe any defcent on 
the illand of Aland. Our fleet was com- 
, roanded by admiral Apraxin, vice-admiral 
Kruys, and, as rear-admiral, the czar himfelf; 
and failed diredly in queft of the enemy. 
The czar was fent to watch their motions ; he 
foon reported their ftation, and that their 
vice-admiral, Lilie, was detached with feve¬ 
ral men of war and bomb-veflels, fleering to¬ 
wards Revel; he defired the admiral to ad*’* 
vance with the fleet, and on rejoining them, 
it was determined to difpatch viceradmiraj 
Krnys ilj quefl: of the Swedifh vice-admiral, 
and to fend twenty gallies under the com¬ 
mand of general WeycLe, and commodore 
Jfmaiewitz, topafs within the enemy’s fleet as 
near the fhore as they could go. The gallies. 
performed this fervice under favour of a calm; 
the enemy endeavoured to prevent them, and 
fired many guns at them, b^t the draught of , 
their large mips did net fuffer them to gome 
near enough to do any execution , on which j 
fifteen more gallies were fent under brigadier 
!e Fort, The Swedifh admiral hereupon 
made a fignal for his vioe-admkal to return, 
which he did, without a Angle effort made by 
admiral i Kruys to intercept him, petwith? 
finding his fuperiority* for this he was di¬ 
rectly put u^der arreft, and afterward* fried 
by a court-martial at Fe?eributgh. 
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The next day our fleet pafled clofe by the book iv. 
enemy, and fuftained all their fire, with the ’ 

lofs only of one galley, which had the mif- His 
fortune to run aground, and they blocked up lamfai- 
admiral Ehrenfhield, who refuting tofurren- °n^ith 
der to the czar’s fummons, by his adjutant- 
general Jaguzinfki, was vigoroufly attacked at 
three in the afternoon by the czar’s own divi- 
fion, now vice-admiral. The a&ion was, gal¬ 
lantly fought on both fides for two hours, 
when, notwithftanding their fuperiority in 
number of guns, the Swedes were .boarded 
and taken, and Ehrenfhield, having received 
feven wounds in the engagement, delivered 
himfelf up to our .vice-admiral, by wham he 
was politely received, and by whofe exprefs 
orders he was moll carefully attended in the 
eure of his wounds, none of. which were mor¬ 
tal : the czar had ever afterwards a very great 
regard for him. 

The Swedes loft in this engagement one fri¬ 
gate of twenty-four guns, fix large gallies of 
fourteen guns each, and three demi-gallie6 of 
four each, all taken; they loft alfo in this 
adtion nine hundred thirty-fix foldiers and 
failors, of whom five hundred feventyr-feven 
were alive, and made prifoners of war. The 
lofs on our part was, one colonel, two cap¬ 
tains, four lieutenants, one adjutant, one 
hundred and three foldiers, and eighteen fea- 
men, killed; one brigadier, feven captains, 
feven lieutenants, one enlign, three hundred 
and nine foldiers, and fifteen Teamen wounded ■, 

arppimting 
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poor. iy. amounting in the whole to one hundred and 
twenty-four killed, and three hundred and 
forty-one wounded. The Swedifh veflels and 
prifoners were fent to Revel. 

He takes After the vi&ory, the fleet failed to the 
Aland, ifland of Aland, where the czar landed 16000 
men, and took the fort and other .polls, in¬ 
tending to tranfport his troops, encamped at 
Abo, to this place, diftant only twelve leagues 
from the .coaft of Sweden, with a defign to 
make a defcent at Stockholm ; which obliged 
the Swedes to recall their fleet, under Wat- 


phal entry 

*r Peteri- 
burgh. 


rang, to guard their coafts : but it was now 
too late in the feafon to begin an enterprize of 
that importance ; fo his majefly returned by 
Revel to Cronflot, where he flopped a few 
days, and from thence to CatherineholF, the 
18th of September, where he found the cza¬ 
rina delivered of another princefs, to whom 
he gave the name of Anne. 

On the 20th of September, part of our 
fleet, with the Swedifh veflels and prifoners 
being arrived, the czar made a triumphal en¬ 
try at Peterlburgh, and approaching the admi¬ 
ral tv and fort, he was fainted from one hun- 
fired and fifty guns. They came up the river 
in the following order : 

r. Three Ruffian gallies. 

2. The three Swedifh demi-gallies. 

3. The fix Swedifh gallies. 

4. The Swedilh frigates, all with the Swe¬ 
difh colours hanging down, 

5. The caar in his galley as rear-adpiiral. 

6. All 
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6 . All the reft of our gallies. book iv. 

When the gallies came oppofite the trium- 
phal arch, which was ereded in front of the 7 * 
fenate-houfe and oppofite the fort, they fa- 
luted with all their guns, which was returned 
with the like difcharge from the cannon of the 
fort and admiralty t then all the men came 
a-fhore, and began a proceflion in the follow¬ 
ing order : 

1. A company of guards, with major-general 
Galitzin at their head. 

2. The cannon' that were taken laft winter 

by prince Galitzin from major-general Arenfelt, 
near Wafa. s 

3. Sixty-three colours and ftandards taken 
in that adion. 

4. Two hundred Swedifh fubaltern officers, 
foldiers and feamen. 

5. Two companies of the guards. 

6. The Swedifh fea-officers. 

7. The flag of the Swedifh rear-admiral. 

8. The Swedifh rear-admiral Ehrenfhield. 

9. The czar, as rear-admiral, followed by 
the remainder of the regiment of guards. 

As foon as his majefty came under the tri¬ 
umphal arch, the grandees, fenators, and fo¬ 
reign minifters, repaired thither to congratu¬ 
late him on his vidory.; but the czarowitz 
neither appeared in perfon nor by proxy. The 
governor of Mofcow, in the name of the em¬ 
pire, complimented his majefty on his bravery, 
and thanked him for his great and eminent 
fervices. triujnphal arch was magnifi¬ 

cently 
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book iv. cently adorned with feveral emblematical re- 
prefontations and amongft the reft, the 
Ruffian eagle feizing an elephant, alluding to 
the Swediih frigate called the Elephant, with 
this infcription, Aquila non caf>it Mu ft as. 
Promoted The proeeflion proceeded in the fame order 
adairaL to the fort, where the vicp czar, Romadanof- 
flky, feated on a thrope, and furrounded by 
the fenate, caufod- rear-admiral Peter to be 
called before the aflembly, and received from 
his hands a relation, in writing, of the vitftory 
obtained ; which being read, they took it into 
eonfideration, and propofed feveral queftions 
to the rear-admiral; after which, they unani- 
rooufly declared him vice-admiral of Ruffia, in 
recompence of his faithful fervices done to his 
native country 5 which being proclaimed in 
the aflembly, the whole houfe refounded with, 
“ Health to the vice-admiral 1” T'he czar 
having returned them thanks, went on board 
his (loop, where he hoifted his vice-admiral’s 
flag, having received many compliments on 
that oocafion. 

„ His majefty, attended by numbers of the 

piiwients -nobihty and officers, went to prince Menzi- 
kof s palaCe, where a grand entertainment was 
barer*, provided ; after dinner he (hewed particular 
marks of his attention to rear-admiral Ehren- 
ftiield j and, addrefling himfelf to the compa*? 
■nv, he faid—“ Gentlemen, Here you foe a 
“ brave and a faithful fervant of his mafter, 
“ who has made himfelf worthy of the higheft 
4 ‘ rewards at. his hands, and who (hall always 

“ have 
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“ have my favour while he is with me, al- book iv. 

“ though he has killed me many a brave 
M rnan f w I forgive you,” faid he, turning to 
the Swede with a fmjle, “ and you may ever 
“■ depend on my good-will.” — Ehrenfbield, 
having thanked the czar, anfwered,—“ How- 
L ‘ ever honourably I may have aded with re- 
u gard to my mafter, I did but my duty ; I 
“ fought death, but did not meet it; and it is 
“ no fmall comfort to me, in my misfortune, 

“ to be a prifoner of your majefty’s, and to be 
M ufed fo favourably, and with fo much dif- 
u tindion, by fo great a lea-officer, and now 
CA worthy vice - admiral.” Mr. Ehrenfhield 
affirmed, that the Ruffians had fought like li¬ 
ons,., and that nothing but his own experience 
could have convinced him, that the czar had 
made fo good foldiers of his fubjeds ; fuch is 
the effed of find difcipline, time, and pru¬ 
dence. The troops were difciplined in fuch a 
manner, and were brought to l’uch a degree 
of reputation, efpecially the infantry, that 
there were no troops in the world they would 
yield to. 

a The czar, on this occafion. addrefTcd the 
follow ing difcourfe to his fenators : 

“ Brethren, who is the man among you, Hisfpeech 
“ who, twenty years ago, could have con- t0 the fe - 
u ceived the idea 6f being employed with me 
“ in flaip-buildifig here on the Baltic, and to 
“ (fettle in thofo countries conquered by our 
“ fatigues and bravery ? Of living to fee fo 
many braVe and v}dqrious foldiers and fea- 

meq 
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boos, iv. “ men fprvrng from Ruffian blood ? And to 
“ fee our Tons coming, home accomplished men 
V from foreign countries? Hiftorians place the 
“ ancient feat of ail Sciences in Greece; from 
“ whence being expelled by the fatality of the 
c ‘ times, they Spread into Italy, and afterwards 
“ difperfed themfelves all over Europe; but 
“ by the perverfenefs of our anceftors, they 
“ were hindered from penetrating any farther 
“ than into Poland; the Poles, as well as the 
“ Germans, formerly groped in the fame dark- 
“ nefs in which we have hitherto lived, but 
“ the indefatigable care of their governors at 
“ length opened their eyes,^ and they made 
u themfelves mailers of thofe arts, fciences, 
“ and focial improvements, which formerly 
“ Greece boafted of. It is now our turn, if 
“ you will ferioufly fecond my defigns, and 
“ add to your obedience voluntary knowledge. 
“ I can compare this tranfmigration of the 
“ fciences to nothing better than the circula- 
“ tion of the blood in the human body ; and 
“ my mind almoft prognofticates that they 
“ will, fome time or other, quit their abode 
“ in Britain, France, and Germany, and come 
“ and fettle, for fome centuries, among us ; 
“ and afterwards, perhaps, return to their 
“ original home in Greece. In the mean time, 

“ I earnedly recommend to your pra&ice the 
Latin faying, Ora et laiera, (pray and 
- work) ; and in that cafe be perfuaded you 
r ' may liappen, even in your own life-times, 
to ppt other civilized-nations to the blqffi, 

“ arid 
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u and raife the glory of the Ruffian name to book iv. 
“ the higheft pitch.” The fenators heard this 
harangue of their monarch with a moft re- 
fpedful filenee; and anfwered, that they were 
all difpofed to obey his orders, and follow his 
example. Whether they were fincere in their 
declaration i3 another queftion. 

The next day a grand entertainment was 
given at the vice-czar’s, Romadamoflky, where fcntn^r 
a battalion of the guards, and a company of ofthecM- 
grenadiers were ordered to attend. Having j'-jVefpea 
marched through the whole town, they were 
drawn up before the vice-czar’s palace, and 
went through their exercife.' The czarowitz 
being yet only a ferjeant of grenadiers, march¬ 
ed all the way on the right, with his halbert 
on his Ihoulder, and palling his own palace, 
his confort, looking out with her friend, the 
princefs of Eaft Friezland, and feeing him 
march in fo grand a manner, fainted away, 
and was carried to bed. When the exercife 
was over the officers were all invited to the 
entertainment,' but the men remained under 


arms, and the czarowitz flood upon his poll 
till the battalion marched off again. 

This mortification was put upon the czaro¬ 
witz for his negled of duty, in not meeting 
his father at his triumphal entry, nor wifhing 
him joy on his fafe arrival: it is certain, a' 
vidory by fea gave him greater joy than any 
other vidory whatever; fo that a negled of 
this kind was worfe taken than any thing die 
that could have happened. However, when 

his 
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Book iv. his majefty heard of the princefs’s illnefs, and 
vehat had been the occafion of it, he went to 
fee her, and told her, that the ought not to 
be furprized at the prince’s being a ferjeant, 
for h e himfelf had gone through all the low eft 
degrees both of the land and fea-ferviee, till 
he had rifen by his merit to be a general in 
the army, and now vice-admiral of the navy; 
and notwrthftanding the prince had not at¬ 
tended to his duty as he ought to have done, 
yet he had recommended him to the vice-czar,- 
and procured him an enfign’s commiflion in 
the guards, and that he was now come to give 
her joy on her hufband’s preferment. This 
kind condefcenfion in the czar, in a great 
meafure, reftored the princefs’s drooping fpi- 
rits. 

The rejoicings on this occafion continued a 
confiderable time, for the grandees gave en¬ 
tertainments in their turns j but, no twit li¬ 
ft and ing his majefty’s refentment againft the 
prince, for his former negled of duty, he ne¬ 
ver appeared at any of thofe public meetings, 
although he had regular notice fent to him by 
general Bruce, who fent me feveral times to 
inform him of his majefty’s difpleafure at his 
non-appearance; but the old excufe—want of 
health—-ferved on every occafion. 

Hemfti- As the czar had the welfare and aggtandiz- 
tu ' e Yfo ^is nat ‘ on very much at heart, he ne- 

ciaUtt'em- gle&ed no opportunity to accomplilh his fub- 
jeds. He at this time made a regulation for 
holding affemblies: he appointed two every 

week 
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week to be held at the houfes of the grandees cook ir. 
alternately ; one room being allotted for con- 
verfation, one for cards, and one for dancing j 
to meet at eight o’clock and end at eleven; 
the matter of the houfe to provide a fide- 
board of liquors, which thou Id not be prefent- 
ed until called for, and to find cards and mu- 
fic : free admiffion to be given to all of the 
rank of gentlemen, foreigners as well as na¬ 
tives, with their wives and daughters. This 
new regulation extremely pleafed the ladies, 
as it freed them from the feverc reftraint 
they laboured under, not being permitted to 
appear in public company ■; but by this mead* 
they both learned to converfe and drefs. 

His majefty alfo inftituted an academy this and a 
winter for the education of young gendemen; aca ~ 
and was at much pains to provide able matters deiny ‘ 
from abroad for teaching the feveral fciences. 

He likewife gave orders to the admiralty to 
get ready, againfl: the enfuing fpring, fifty 
Ihips of the line, with a great number of gal- 
lies and other veflels, to enable him to make 
a defeent on Sweden next year, and to keep 
his forces employed, as he had been obliged 
to withdraw his troops from Germany by the 
king of Denmark’s taking Holftein, and the 
king of Pruffia Pomerania under fequeftrati- 
on ; which much difpleafed the czar, as he 
wanted, by all means, to have a footing in 
Germany, and to- be admitted a member of 
that empire; but the emperor, and the reft 
of the Germanic body, jealous of his grow- 
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book iv. mg power, took fhis method to get his troops 
out of their country. The king of Sweden, 
attended only by colonel During, and two 
fervants, and travelling three hundred German 
miles in fixteen days, arrived at Stralfund the 
22d of November, and directly commenced 
hoftilities againft the Pruffians, which defeat¬ 
ed the whole feheme of the Germanic body, 
by his Hot agreeing to the fequeftration, 
brought a new enemy on himfelf, and afford¬ 
ed a decent pretext for the czar to re-enter 
Pomerania with his army. 

Court A court martial was now appointed to en- 
martial qpire into the condud of vice-admiral Kruys, 
on adnu- f or not attacking the Swedifh fquadron agree- 
Dys ' able to his orders; and he was found guilty, 
and fentenced to be fhot for cowardice and 
negled of duty. He complained of the fe- 
verity of his fentence, alledging that no other 
nation, converfant in naval affairs, would have 
palled fuch a fentence for his condud on that 
occafion ; which being reprefented to the czar, 
he tranfmitted copies of the trial to all the 
neighbouring maritime powers, efpecially Hol¬ 
land, which w f as the admiral’s native country, 
for their opinion concerning the fentence j 
and they all agreed that it was juft, and 
would have been inftided on any officer, in 
their refpedive fervices, who had been guilty 
of the like behaviour. This declaration of 
the maritime powers being ffiewn to the ad¬ 
miral, he prayed for mercy, which the czar 
granted with refped to his life, but banifhed 

him 
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him to Olonetz for the remainder of his days: book iv. 
and having fet out, and travelled one day’s ' 

journey toward the place of his exile, his ma- 
ielty recalled him, then gave him a free par¬ 
don, and appointed him one of the commif- 
fioners of the admiralty, but was never em¬ 
ployed at fea again, in which office he ended 
his days with credit. 

The czar, this year, inftituted the order of 1715. 
St. Catherine, in honour of the czarina, to^. h s e ( or ^ r 
perpetuate the memory of that love and fide- therine. ' 
lity which the manifefled towards him in his 
diftrefted fituation, reduced and furrounded 
by the Turks on the bank of the Pruth. The 
enfign of the order is . a medal, enriched with 
precious ftones, and adorned with the image 
of St. Catherine, with this motto, For hove 
and Fidelity: the medal is pendant to a broad 
white ribbon, worn over the right fhoulder. 

The emprefs had the liberty of bellowing it 
on fuch of her own fex as fhe thought 
proper, and appeared in it herfelf for the firft 
time at the feftival of St. Andrew this year ; 
the czarina firft conferred the order on her two 
daughters, the prinqefs Anne, afterwards mar¬ 
ried to the duke of Holftein, and the princefs 
Elizabeth, afterwards emprefs of Ruffia; and 
fome time after fhe beftowed it on the empe¬ 
ror’s three nieces, the daughters of czar John, 
viz. Anne, duchefs dowager of Courland, Ca¬ 
therine, duchefs of Mecklenburg, and the 
princefs Pailcovia; and alfo on the princefs 
MenzikofF. 

His 


M 
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.^' S czari *h majefty having, with infinite 
pains and affiduity, been fearching into the 
Confufi- caufes of the diiorders that had crept into the 
or» in the adminiftration of his affairs • and, at length 
”nd en th« di Covered from whence it proceeded that his 
eonfe- army and fleet had been fo ill paid and fuffered 
quent d.f- p 0 much, that many thoufand workmen had 
miferably peri iked for want of fubflftence (it 
was computed that upwards of one hundred 
thoufand men loft their lives at Peterfburgh) 
his trade decayed, and his revenues in con- 
fufion, took a firm refolution to remedy thefe 
evils ; and in the beginning of r y 15, efta- 
blifhed a grand inquifition under the diredion 
of general Knex Dolgoruky, to examine cer¬ 
tain lords and others, who, it was faid had 
defrauded his majefty of feveral millions. 

Many <Je* Moft of the great men in Ruffia were af- 
{"S b y this enquiry, and were obliged to 

give an account of their condud. The great 
admiral Apraxin, prince Menzikoff, and Bruce, 
mafter of the ordnance, alledged for their ex- 
cufe their abfence in foreign parts, or in the 
field on duty, fo conftantly, that fo far from 
being able to diftover, or prevent the ill prac¬ 
tices of their officers, they were ignorant of 
what was done at that time in their own hou¬ 
ses, which was admitted for their excufe: but 
their unfaithful officers fuffered feverely 
for their infidelity, as did all others who could 
not juftify themfelves. Korfakof, vice-gover¬ 
nor of Peterfburgh, Kekin, the prefident; 
and. Sinawin, the firft comroiffionei* of the 

ad mi- 
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admiralty; with an incredible number of o- eook <v. 
ther officers of the fecond and third rank* ' 

were called to an account; Korfakof publicly 
buffered the knout; Apouchin and Wolchon- 
fky, both fen.itors, fufFcred the fame, and 
had red-hot irons drawn over their tongues; 
fome of inferior degree were chaftifed with 
the batoags, and were fent into Siberia and 
other remote places, and all their eftates con- 
fifeated. Several delinquents were put to the 
torture to make them confefs the truth, as by 
their law no man can be condemned, if the 
matter is ever fo clearly proved againft him* 
unlefs he confeffes the faff. 

The fere reft torture they have is the ftra- 
pado, which is thus inflicted ; they hang up 
the malefaiftot with his hands tied behind him, 
with a large beam fattened to his feet, upon 
which the executioner every now and then 
gets np to expedite the diflocation of his 
joints, which gives exauifite torment, a fire 
is lighted under his feet, the fmoke and heat 
of which both ftifles and bums him. If they 
Want to improve upon this tOFture they fhav© 
his head,, and when he is hung up as before, 
they prepare cold water to drop, from a con- 
fide cable fall, on the crown of his head ; which 
k the moft exquifite torment that can be in¬ 
vented. 

This mqthfition, which had filled Peter- 
{burgh with fuch confternation, being ended, 
things were put on a much better footing td 
prevent in future fuch frauds in commifTaries, 

M a and 
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book iv. and lighten the burthen on the fhoulders of the- 
,7,9. people; an entire fet of officers were appoint- 
Fifcals, ed, called ffcals, or informers. The fifcal- 
general was always to attend his majefty; a 
head, or over-fifcal, was appointed in the ar¬ 
my, navy, and one in every government; and 
ordinary ones were appointed in every regi¬ 
ment, fhip, or garrifort, and every court in 
the nation $ whofe bufinefs it was to report eve¬ 
ry thing they obferved wrong in the fervice or 
adminiftration to the head fifcals, and they to 
the fifcal-general, who laid their informations 
before the czar. 

This new fet of men were more feared 
than the czar himfelf; fome of them being 
very litigious, and bringing people often into 
trouble without a caufe, whereof we had af¬ 
terwards too many inflances, which the czar 
perceiving put a flop to, by inffi&ing the 
punifhment on them they intended for others, 
if they could not prove their informations : 
this obliged them to behave with more mo¬ 
deration afterwards. Neverthelefs, thofe a- 
gainft whom an information was given, un¬ 
derwent very great hardships, being, the mo¬ 
ment they w T ere arrefted, deprived of their 
falary or pay, to which they can lay no claim 
till they have cleared themfelves of the alledg- 
ed crime, and are reinftated in their office or ' 
commiffion; and if they acquit themfelves e- 
ver fo honourably, they feldom or ever re¬ 
ceive their arrears. In cafe of a furlough, 
none in (he fervice were allowed pay till they 

entered 
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entered again upon duty. If an officer, a book iv. 
native Ruifian, was broke by a court-martial 
for negleft of duty, he was commonly fen- 
tenced to carry arms as a private foldier, and 
never arrived at his former rank except his 
merit raifed him, and then he loft his feniori- 
ty. It is to be obferved, that if this were 
not the cafe with the Ruffians, the greateft 
part of them would endeavour to be reduced 
to get free from the army. The diftin&ion 
made between their pay and that of foreigners, 
creates no fmall difeontent among them, and 
very juftly. Officers of equal rank, and in 
the fame regiment, have three different pays ; 
for inftance, a captain, who is a foreigner, 
has eighteen rubles * a month; a captain, of 
foreign parents, born in Ruffia, has fifteen 
rubles *, and a native Ruffian has only twelve 
rubles; and fo through every rank in the fer- 
vice in proportion : this makes them look on 
all foreigners with an evil eye. 

The czar now gave frequent balls and en- -pheczar - 
tertainments at his own winter and fummer public en, 
palaces, and not at prince Menzikoff’s as 
formerly ; but finding this inconvenient, or¬ 
dered a large houfe to be built mid-way be¬ 
tween them, for a general Poft-Office, with 
fpacious rooms above flairs for public balls 
and entertainments but on grand feftivals, 
and extraordinary occafions, the entertainments 


tertain¬ 

ments. 


* The value of a ruble is about 4s. fterlirg They have be- 
fides, forage, quarters, &c. 
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poos iv. were given at the fenate-houfe; between 
which and the fort was a fpacious open place 
where they played off the firfe-works. Upon 
thele public meetings, a great many tables 
were covered for all degrees of perfons j one 
for the czar and the grandees ; one for the cler¬ 
gy, one for the officers of the army, one for 
thofe of the navy; one for the merchants, 
fhip-builders, foreign ffiippers, c. all in dif¬ 
ferent rooms} the czarjna, and the ladies, had 
their rooms above flairs; all thefe tables were 
ferved with cold meat, and fweet meats, wet 
and dry, interfperfed with fbme difhes of hot 
meat: thefe entertainments commonly ended, 
with very hard drinking. After dinner, the 
czar went from one room and table to another, 
converting with every fet according to their 
different profeffions or employments ; efped- 
ally with the mailers of foreign trading vef, 
ie-ls, inquiring very particularly into the feve- 
ral branches of their trade. At thefe times, 
I have feen the Dutch fkippers treat him with 
familiarity, calling him by no other name bat 
Skipper Peter , with which the czar was highly 
delighted. In the mean time, he made good 
life of the information he got from them, al¬ 
ways marking it down in his pocket-book - 
Mr. slit- The emperor having engaged one Mr. Slitter, 
ter’s per- a famous architect, with a number of good 
mobile! tradefmen in his fervice, he was lodged in the 
fummer-palaee to be near the czar. This 
gentleman had, at this time, a multiplicity of 
bufinefs on his hands in building palaces, 

houfes, 
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houfes, academies, manufactories, printing- book iv. 
houfes, &c. and as he had but few hands for 
drawing his plans, I offered him my affiftance 
in that way, provided he would inftruct me 
jn the rules of architecture, which he gladly 
accepted of, and I attended him every day. 

The czar was frequently with him, and feeing 
jny drawings, was fo much pleafed with them, 
that I was afterwards muchemployed in draw¬ 
ing h’s plans, both of civil and military ar¬ 
chitecture. 

Mr. Slitter was of a weak fickly conftituti- 
on, and being much fatigued with continual 
bufinefs, he fickened and died, when he had 
been but one year at Peterfburgh, He had fpent 
much time in endeavouring to contrive a per- 
petuum mobile, the intenfe ftudy of which 
had much impaired his health, and before he 
died he had brought it the length of being put 
in motion; the model of his machine was a 
circular brafs frame, eighteen inches deep, and 
two yards diameter, with hollow plates of the 
fame metal, four inches in length placed round 
on the infide, into which a cannon ball was 
put; the plates being moved by fprings, forc¬ 
ed the ball in a perpetual round ; each of the 
plates direding feveral wheels which occafion- 
ed many different motions : but the fprings 
and wheels frequently breaking, it took up 
much time in repairing them. Mr. Slitter al¬ 
ways locked himfelf up when he was at work 
upon it, and nobody was fuffered to enter the 
foon* except the czar, who was frequently (hut 

up 



MEMOIRS OF 


?'8 

• tv. up with him After his death, his foreman 
was employed about it, but he alfo foon after 
fickened and died, and the machine was lock¬ 
ed up ; and I never could learn whether any 
perfon afterwards attempted to bring it to 
perfe&ion. During my attendance on the 
architect, I only had twice an opportunity 
of feeing it. 

At this time Knez Golitzin, general of 
The old our armv in Finland, fent an old man to Pe- 
Qr " ana terfburgh, aged one hundred and twenty years; 
of a healthy conftitution, had all his lenfes 
entire, and walked firait. The czar took 
much pleafure in converting with him, and 
offered to keep him at court, where he might 
end his days in eafe; but the old man begged 
his majefty to permit him to return to his na¬ 
tive place, faying, he had been ufed to hard 
labour and fpare diet, and if he fhould now 
alter his way of living, it would very foon 
cut him off: if he were allowed to live in his 
former way, he hoped God would add fome 
few years more to his days; upon which con¬ 
federation, the czar, having given him a pre- 
fent fent him home again ; 1 heard fix years 
after this that he was fiill alive. 

There was fo fevere a froit here this winter, 
that numbers of people loft their nofes, ears, 
fingers, and toes by it; it was very common 
with people in palling each other to call out 
to take care of their nofes, for thofe bit by the 
froft; are not fenfible of it themfelves, when 
it'is eafily perceived by others, on feeing the 

parts 
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parts affedfed white with the froft; the only book it. 
cure is to rub the part with fnow, till they re- 
cover their feeling; it is dangerous in that 
condition to enter into a flove, or warm room, 
as it is commonly attended with the lofs of 
the part affe&ed. The river Neve was co¬ 
vered with ice the latter end of September, 
and was paffable in twenty-four hours, ccca- 
fioned by large fhoals of ice coming down 
from lake Ladoga ; they were cemented by the 
froft, and as the flrong current forces one 
piece above another, it becomes very thick, 
and fo rugged a furface, that people were em¬ 
ployed in cutting fmoo|h paths every where 
acrofs the rivers, from one part of the city 
to another; it was the firft of May before the 
river broke up again, when the people were 
warned by the firing of a gun to get off the 
ice ; then it broke very fuddenly with a great 
noife, and in two or three hours time there 
was no more ice to be feen; fome part of it 
floats down into the fea, but the much greater 
part finks to the bottom. Notwithftanding 
this prccaittion, great numbers are drowned 
here every fpring, the break is fo fudden. 

Having been often told, that the bears are F.xperi- 
buried all winter under the fnow, and have me,1 t °« 
nothing to live on but fucking their paws; as the bear ‘ 
this appeared to me incredible, I procured a 
cub, and brought him up till he grew very 
large : I fixed a mall in the ground, with a 
wheel on the top of it, and put a ring round 
*::e muft, with a chain about the bear’s neck, 

placing 
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book if. placing a large box at the foot of the mall 
f° r him to lie in. He ufed to climb up the 
maft, and fit upon the wheel, where he play¬ 
ed many tricks which were very diverting; I 
fed him with bread and oats, but never gave 
him flelh: fometimes he broke his chain, and 
found his way to fome fhops where they fold 
honey, in the neighbourhood of my quarters* 
where he ufed to fill his belly with honey, as 
they did not dare to prevent him for fear. 
Upon the falling of the fnow, in the beginning 
of winter, he took to his box, where he re¬ 
mained a month without once offering to 
ftir out, nor had any thing to eat,’ but fucked 
his paws; I laid bread at the door of his hut, 
but he would not come out to eat it, yet he ate 
it when thrown in to him. Toward the 
fpring, a young hog happening to ftroll too 
near his cell, he got hold of it and pulled it 
in; but all we could do, we could not fave 
it from him, and after he had once drawn 
blood and tailed fiefh, he grew fo fierce 
that he became unmanageable, attacking eve¬ 
ry body that came near him, fo that I was 
obliged to kill him j his fkin ferved me for a 
cover to my faddle. It is remarkable, that 
when he was beaten, he would put his nofe 
between his fore-paws, from an inftin&ive 
knowledge of his natural weaknefs, for the 
leaf! ftroke on the nofe kills them. 

Method The Ruffians kill many thoufand of them 
of kilting every winter for their fkins, and only eat their 
them ' paws, which is efteemed a delicious repaft; 

they 
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they never lhoot them for fear of fpoiling the book it. 
fkin, but as the bears commonly build their 
hut at the root of a tree, they mark the tree, 
and when they are buried in the fnow, the 
Ream of their breath afcending, makes a hole 
up through the fnow, by which their den is 
difcovered; the country people go in a body 
upon fketzers, to prevent their finking down 
in the fnow, furround the place, and making 
anoife, frighten him out of his hut, and as he 
cannot make his way through the loofe ^now, 
they are commonly killed by a Broke on the 
r.ofe. 


BOOK 
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Defcent upon Sweden.—Birth of the emperor's grandfon 
Peter , and death of the princefs !us mother.—The birth 
of Peter Petrowitz , fn to the emperor.—A carnaval .— 
The czar's double eagle. — Theczar's attention to improve 
his capital and country.—His military rewards and pu- 
nijhments.—Thirty tall grenadiers for the king of Prujfia. 
—A horrid murder at Riga.—Contributions on Dantzig. 

•—His fcheme in taking tVeifmar.—Conference with the 
king of Denmark and arrival at Copenhagen.—The 
combined fleets.—The Danes alarmed.—Refufe fubfift - 
nice to the troops.—A conference with the king of Den¬ 
mark in his capital , with its confequences.—The flory of 
lieutenant general Bohn.—OppreJJive fcheme of the Duke 
of Mecklenburg.—The diflrefs of his people.—The cza- 
rowitz difappears.—The captain refufed leave to quit the 
Ruffian fervice.—The czar's return from Paris.—The 
return of his army to Peterflurgh.—Diforders in his 
abfence redreffed.—Attempt to dijcover a north paffage 
to India.—The fatal expedition of prince Beckwitz .— 
A new regulation at Peterjburgh, and a fllk manufaSlory 
at Mofcow. 

book v. A S to the operations of this year’s cam- 
paign, field-martial count Zeremetof was 
fent, in the month of March, with 12,000 
men, to ftrengthen the army of the Allies in 
Pomerania, who were to reduce Weifmar, the 
only place the king of Sweden had now left 
in Germany. 


The 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. i 73 

The czar, as foon as the river and fea were book v. 
clear from the ice, embarked his troops on '— 
board the gallies, and went with them to Defcent 
Cronflot, where he joined his fleet, confifling ° n Swe * 
of fifty {hips of the line; he failed from en ’ 
thence to Revel, where he continued to the 
end of June, and then failed to Gothland, 
and Rationed the fleet fo as to prevent the 
Swedes from fending arty reinforcements from 
Stockholm into Pomerania. In the mean time, 
a body of cavalry were detached from the ar¬ 
my in Finland, round the Bothnic gulf, to 
penetrate the northern provinces of Sweden, 
which threw that kingdom into great confter- 
nation. About the middle of September, the 
czar failed from Gothland to the coafl: of Sun- 
dermania, and landed 15,000 men at Jevel, 
within a few leagues of the Swedifh army, 
and having laid wafte all the country round 
them, he re-embarked with a great booty, 
and failed to Revel, and from thence to 
Peterfburgh, where he arrived the beginning 
of O&ober. 

On the '2 2d of that month, the imperial Birth of 
princefs, confort to the czarowitz, was deli- 
vered of a fon, who was baptifed by the name grandfon, 
of Peter, and had the title of grand duke con- j ete f’ a " d 
terred on him, to the great joy of the czar, the pim- 
but that was foon interrupted by the death of ,lis 
the princefs who brought him into the world, mot 
which happened on the ninth day from her 
delivery, in the. twenty-firft year of her age, 
having been married four years and fix days, 

to 
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feooK v. to a hufband utterly unworthy of fo virtuous 
^ and every way deferving a princefs. When 
the was convinced of her end approaching, 
the defired to fee the czar, and when he came, 
file took her leave of him, in the mofl mov- 
ing language and affecting manner, recom¬ 
mending her two children to his care, and her 
fervants to his prote&ion; and having em¬ 
braced her children, and bedewed them with 
the tears of maternal affe&ion, the delivered 
them to the czarowitz, who carried them to 
his own apartments, but never once returned, 
or made the leaf! enquiry after their mother, 
and his amiable contort; indeed, he had ne¬ 
ver, from the day of their marriage to- that 
of her death, nor on the prefent moving ten¬ 
der fcene, fhewed the fmalleft conjugal regard 
or concern for her, fo that the may be faid to 
have been truly unhappy. When her phyfi- 
eians would, have perfuaded her to take tome 
medicine, file faid with emotion, “ Do not 
u torment me any more, but let me die in 
“ quiet, for I will live no longer.” She ex¬ 
pired on the firft of November, and her 
corpfe, by her own defire, was interred^ 
without being embalmed, in the great church 
of the fbrtrefs, on the feventh, with all the? 
funeral pomp and honours due to her birth. 
Sirth of • On the day after the princefs’s interment, 
Peter Pe- emprefs was brought to bed of a pririee, 
rbTem- to the unipeakable joy of the czar; the re- 
peror’s joicings. on that occafton- lafied eight days, and 
he was alfo baptifed by the name of Peter. 

The 
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The folemnities on this occafion were attend- eooky, 
ed with moft extraordinary pomp ; as fplen- 
did entertainments, balls, and fire-works : 
at one of the entertainments, three curious 
pies were ferved up ; upon opening the firft, 
at the table of the grandees, out ftepped a 
naked female dwarf, having nothing on but a 
head-drefs.; the made a fpeech to the com¬ 
pany, and then the pie was carried away; at 
the table of the ladies, a male dwaff was fer¬ 
ved up in the fame manner •, out of the third, 
at the table of the gentlemen, fprung a covey 
of twelve partridges, with fuch a fluttering 
noife, as greatly furprifed the company-, in 
the evening a noble fire-work w r as played off, 
m honour of the new-born Peter, with feve- 
ral curious devices, and on the top of all was 
this infcription, in large charaders : 

HOPE WITH PATIENCE. 

Thefe rejoicings were followed by a kind a cam** 
of carnival; the czar having united the patri- val - 
archal dignity, and the great revenues belong¬ 
ing to it, to the crown, and to render the cha¬ 
racter of the patriarch ridiculous in the eye$ 
of the people, he appointed Sotof, his jefier, 
now in the eighty-fourth year of his age, 
mock - patriarch, who, on this occafion, was 
married to a buxom widow of thirty-fouF, and 
the nuptials of this extraordinary couple were 
celebrated in mafquerade by about four hun¬ 
dred perfons, of both fexes, every four perfbns 
having their proper drefs and peculiar nautical 

inftru* 
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book v. inftruments; the perfons appointed to invite 
the company, were four of the greateft ftam- 
merers in the kingdom; the four running foot¬ 
men were the moft unwieldy, gouty, fat men, 
that could be found ; the bride-men, Rewards, 
and waiters, were very old men ; and the prieft 
1 that joined them in marriage was upwards of 
one hundred years old. The proceffion, which 
began at the czar’s palace, and crofted the ri¬ 
ver upon the ice, proceeded to the great 
church, near the fenate houfe, was in the fol¬ 
lowing order : firft, a fledge, with the four 
footmen; fecondly, another with the Ham¬ 
merers, the bride-men, ftewards, and waiters ; 
then followed Knez Romadanoffld, the farci¬ 
cal czar, who reprefen ted king David in his 
drefs; but inftead of a harp, had a lyre, co¬ 
vered with a bear-flcin, to play upon ; and he 
being the chief character in the fhow, his 
fledge was made in imitation of a throne, and 
he had king David’s crown upon his head, and 
four bears, one at each corner, tied to his 
fledge, by way of footmen, and one behind, 
Handing and holding the Hedge with his two 
paws; the bears being all the while pricked 
with goads, which made them roar in a fright¬ 
ful manner; then the bridegroom and bride, 
on an elevated fledge made on purpofe, fur- 
rounded with Cupids, holding each a large 
horn in his hand; on the forepart of the 
fledge was placed, by way of coachman, a 
ram, with very l^rge horns ; and behind, was 
a he-goat, by way of lacquey ; behind them 

followed 
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followed a number of other fledges, drawn by 
different kinds of animals, four to each, as 
rams, goats, deer, bulls, bears, dogs, wolves, 
fwine, and affes; then came a number of fledg¬ 
es, drawn by fix horfes each, with the compa¬ 
ny } the fledges were made long, with a bench 
in the middle, fluffed with hair and covered with 
cloth ; twenty perfons in one fledge, fitting 
behind each Other, as on horfeback. The pro- 
cefiion no fooner began to move, than all the 
bells in the city began to ring, and all the 
diums of the fort, toward which they were 
advancing, began to beat upon the ramparts; 
the different animals were forced to make a 
noife ; all the company playing upon, or rat¬ 
tling their different inftruments, and altoge¬ 
ther made fuch a terrible confufed noife, that 
it is paft defcription. The czar, with his three 
companions, prince Menzikoff, and the counts 
Apraxin and Bruce, were clad like Friefland 
boors, each with a drum. From church the 
proceflion returned to the palace, where all 
the company were entertained till twelve at 
night, when the fame proceflion went by the 
light of flambeaux to the bride’s houfe, to fee 
the young married couple fairly bedded. 

This carnival lafted ten days, the company 
going every day from one houfe to another, 
at each of which were tables fpread with 
all forts of cold meat, and with fuch abun¬ 
dance of ftrong liquors every where, that there 
fcarce was a fober perfon to be found during 
that time in Peterfburgh. On the tenth day, 

N the 
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book v. the czar gave a grand entertainment at the fe- 
nate-houfe, on the clofe of which, every one 
of the guefls was prefented with a large glafs 
with a cover, called the Double-Eagle, con¬ 
taining a large bottle of wine, which every 
body was obliged to drink ; to avoid this I 
made my efcape, pretending to the officer up¬ 
on guard, that I was fent on a meffage from 
the czar, which he believing, let me pafs, and 
I went to the houfe of a Mr. Kelderman, who 
had formerly been one of the czar’s tutors, and 
was ftill in great favour with him ; Mr. Kel¬ 
derman followed me very foon, but not be¬ 
fore he had drank his double-eagle, and com¬ 
ing into his own houfe, he complained that he 
was fick with drinking, and fitting down by 
the table, laid his head on it, and appeared as 
if fallen alleep; it being a common cuftom 
■With him, his wife and daughters took no no¬ 
tice of it, till after fome time they obferved 
him neither to move nor breathe, and coming 
clofe up to him found he was ftiff and dead, 
which threw the family into great confufion- 
Knowing the efteem in which he flood with 
the czar, I went and informed him of the fud- 
den death of Mr. Kelderman. His majefty’s 
concern at the event, brought him immediate¬ 
ly to the houfe, where he condoled with the 
widow for the lofs of her hufband, and order¬ 
ed an honourable burial for the deceafed at his 
own expenfe, and provided an annuity for her 
life. Thus ended that noify carnival, but it 

was 
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was fome time before the metnbers could fully book v. 
recover their fenfes. '• 

On the 14th of January, 1716, in the fi£» 171®. 
ty-firft year of her age, died Martha Apraxin, 
czarina dowager, the widow of czar Feodor, 
his majefty’s eldeft brotherj the was lifter to 
the great admiral Apraxin ; fhe had only liv-* 
ed four weeks in the matrimonial ftate j her 
funeral was by torch-light, and the pomp 
thereof fuited to her exalted rank; the corpfe 
was depofited in the church of the fortrefs, 
where already lay one prince, two princefles, 
the czar’s children, and the imperial princefs. 

The czar was all this time indefatigable in The czar’* 
the improvements of his country, not only in “"Im- 011 
building fhips, forts, and houfes, but he pro- prove hi* 
vided his new academy with able matters, to ^'coun¬ 
teach all the branches of learning neceffaty for try. 
the education of young gentlemen; he alfo 
creded printing-houfes, well fupplied with 
able tranflators of all languages, who tranflat- 
ed all the moft valuable books then in Europe 
into the Ruffian language, his agents abroad 
buying up the moft valuable books, and whole 
libraries at audions; and it was truly furpri- 
fing, to fee fuch a grand colledion already 
in Peterfburgh. Here was alfo an elegant 
chamber of rarities, containing every thing 
that was curious in all the different parts of 
the world, and likewife a fine colledion of 
coins, medals, &c. &c. over which prefided, 
as keeper, Mr. Shumacker, a very ingenious 
and learned man, who had formerly been fe- 

N 2 cretary 
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book v. cretary to Dr. Erfkine,. his majefty’s chief phy* 
fician. The famous globe of Gothorp, men¬ 
tioned before in the obfervatory, was a pre- 
fent from the king of Denmark, and brought 
to Peterfburgh at a vaft expence. The king 
of Pruffia prefented the czar with an amber 
cabinet, reckoned one of the greatelt curiofl- 
ties in Europe of its kind ; there was a curi¬ 
ous collection of wild beafts, birds, &c. one 
of the largefl elephants in all Afia, with all 
his warlike accoutrements, attended by feve- 
ral Indians ; rein-deer, with their fledges, and 
Laplander attendants * the Venetian gondolas, 
with their gondoliers, &c. &c. all which 
thews, that the czar intended, in the courfe of 
time, to make Ruflia worthy the obfervation 
of every traveller. 

At Mofcow he ereCted large manufactories 
for woollen and linen cloth, as alfo glafs-works, 
for making window-glafs and looking-glafs, 
under the direction of Englifhmen. The Ruf¬ 
fians had formerly only ufed ifinglafs for their 
windows and coaches ; for at the building of 
Peterfburgh, they were obliged to take all their 
glafs from England. Although they fhipped 
yearly great quantities of hemp to all parts of 
Europe, yet they were obliged to bring their 
fail-cloth and cordage, manufactured abroad, 
from their own hemp. To remedy this evil, 
the czar ereCted manufactories for fail-cloth, 
and rope-walks at Mofcow, Novogrod, and 
Peterfburgh; and that nothing might be want¬ 
ing for the improvement of his country, lkil- 
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ful miners were got from Hungary and Saxo- book v - 
ny, who difcovered metals of all forts, gold, 
filver, copper, lead, and iron ; which kft ar¬ 
ticle they were obliged formerly to purchafe 
from Sweden, but they now fupply other coun¬ 
tries with it. 

It was furprifing to fee fo many great things 
undertaken, and put in execution by one Angle 
perfon, without the affiftance and help of any 
one; his own great genius and indefatigable 
application to things, prefiding over all, and 
feeing every thing with his own eyes, without 
trailing to the reports of others ; fo that ne¬ 
ver monarch was lefs impofed on than him- 
felf. It is to be obferved, that the natives, 
from the highell to the loweft, if they difco- 
ver any thing of value in their grounds, let it 
be of what quality it will, keep it a fecret, 
left their Haves Ihould be employed to work it * 
fo all difcoveries of that kind are owing to fo¬ 
reigners : by this means many valuable things 
remain' undifcovered, which otherwife might 
redound to the riches of this nation. 

In the month of February, colonel Swarts 
arrived here from Cafan; he had been lent 
thither with a German regiment of twelve 
hundred men, compofed of the Swedifh pri- 
foners, and now brought intelligence that he 
had fallen in with a body of fix thoufand Cu¬ 
ban Tartars, who had made an irruption into 
the kingdom of Cafan, and were returning 
home with about eight thoufand Ruffian cap¬ 
tives whom they were carrying into flavery; 

that 
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book v. that he had not only relieved the captives, 
but defeated the Cubans, and made a great 
number of them prifoners, among whom was 
the chan’s fon, whom he caufed to be hanged 
up immediately, with feveral of his compa¬ 
nions in robbery : for this fervice the czar 
made him a prefent of an eftate of an hun¬ 
dred boors. 

His mili- It was an invariable maxim with the czar to 
tary re- reward merit wherever he found it: after a 
punHh- nd vi&ory by fea or land, every officer was pre¬ 
sents. ' fented with a gold chain or medal, of a value 
proportioned to his rank, and every foldier a 
ffiver one, or a month’s pay in lieu of it; and 
the officer who had diftinguifhed himfelf out 
of the common way, had the firfl promo¬ 
tion : on the other hand, the foldier or officer 
who had mifbehaved, was punifhed with great 
feverity. The czar took no notice of people 
on account of their high birth and family, but 
promoted merit in every Ration, even in the 
meaneft plebeian, faying, that high birth was 
only chance, and if not accompanied with 
merit ought not to be regarded. Hiftory fcarce 
affords an example where fo many people of 
low birth have been raifed to fuch dignities as 
in czar Peter’s reign, or where fo many of the 
higheft birth and fortune have been levelled 
to the loweft ranks in life. 

On the 6th pf February, their majefties fet 
out for Dantzig, accompanied by the princefs 
.Catherine, fecopd daughter of czar Ivan, (or 
John), and niece to his majefty, and arrived 

the 
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the 29th. On the 19th of April, theprincefs bookv. 
was married to Charles Leopold, duke of' - 7 TT 7 ! * 
Mecklenburgh. 

I was ordered this winter to difeipline thirty Thirty 
grenadiers, intended for a prefent to the king 
of Pruifia ; they were colleded from different for the 
parts of the czar’s dominions, and were from 
fix feet fix, to fix feet nine inches high, with- ru *' 
out (hoes ; they were taught the Pruflian ex- 
ercife, armed in their manner, and clad in 
their uniform and caps : amongft the number 
there was one Indian, who had attended the 
elephant, one Turk, two Perfians, and three 
Tartars, and it might probably be faid with 
propriety, that no prince in the world had a 
guard compofed of fo many different nati¬ 
ons as the king of Pruflia, confidering the 
prefents of men fent him from all parts of 
Europe. 

By orders from prince Menzikoff, I fet out 
on the 25 th of March from Peterfburgh, to 
condud the thirty grenadiers to Berlin; and 
as the roads were ftill good for travelling on 
the fnow, we were fumiffed with horfes and 
fledges to Riga: we arrived at Narva the 30th, 
and at Riga the 12th of April, where I refted 
three days to refreff the men. Here we faw 
twelve men broke alive upon the wheel; their 
crime was as follows : 

A man who kept a tavern, or inn, without A horrid 
one of the gates of the city, and had alfo a^ derat 
windmill on his ground, having deteded one 
iif his men-fervants in feveral frauds, turned 

him 
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book V. him away, and retained his wages, for fomc 
little indemnification; the fellow, at his going 
away, threatened his mafter he would make 
him repent detaining his wages; whereupon 
he went and aflociated himfelf with eleven 
more as had as himfelf. Soon after this they 
went to the houfe in the middle of tfie night, 
and meeting one of the maid-fervants going 
for water, they murdered her, and put her 
body under the ice ; they then entered the 
houfe and ftables, and murdered three other 
women, and five men-fervants; at laft, they 
entered the landlord’s apartments, and mur¬ 
dered his wife, and three of his children, be¬ 
fore his face ; the fourth, a boy of five years 
• old, had hid himfelf in the confufion, below 
a bed unperceived; they then forced the land¬ 
lord to open ail his chefts and drawers, and 
carried away what was portable and valuable 
out of the houfe ; they then tied the landlord 
neck and heels to the foot of a large table, 
at which they fat down and regaled them- 
felves with the belt things the houfe afforded : 
here they concluded, putting hay and ft raw in 
all the apartments, and then fet the houfe on 
fire, that the villain of a landlord, as they 
called him, might be burnt alive, and which 
would alfo confume the murdered bodies, and 
prevent any poffibility of difeovery ; and to 
make all fure, they brought the fervant-maid’s 
body from under the ice, and laid it down by 
her living mafter ; after this well-laid plot, 
they fet the houfe on fire, and fled with their 

booty* 
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booty. The little boy, who was hid under the book v. 
bed, was forced from thence by the fmoke, *— 
and the father perceiving the child, called to 
him, and defired him to take a knife out of 
his pocket, and cut the cord from off his 
hands, which the child did : the father being 
thus cleared, took his little fon in his arms, 
and made his way through the flames, and 
immediately retired into the covered way of 
the town, for fear of being difcovered by any 
of the villains who might be ftill lurking near 
the place. The houfe and out-houfcs being 
all in flames, the governor ordered the gates 
to be opened, and fent out a party of men 
to try to fave what they could from the fire; 
but before they could get to the place all was 
burnt to the ground ; fo that the plot of thofe 
villains was fo well laid, that if it had not 
been owing to the miraculous prefervation of 
the child and his father, it might have remain¬ 
ed a fecret to this day. The landlord difco* 
vering himfelf to the officer that was at the 
head of the detachment, intreated that he 
might be privately carried to the governor, 
to whom he difcovered the whole of this 
dreadful fcene, and who gave orders to fecure 
and examine all perfons who fliould enter the 
town that morning; by which caution the vil¬ 
lains, apprehending thcmfelves fecure from 
every poiiibility of difcovery, as all evidence 
had perilhed in the fire, were, on their enter¬ 
ing the town, every one taken. 

The- 
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cook v. The 16th of April I fet out from Riga, 
and went by Mittau and Polangen, and ar¬ 
rived at Memel the 24th, having travelled all 
the way in waggons ; from hence I went by 
water to Staken, palling the half, or bay of 
Courland, which is fifteen German miles, and 
from thence to Koniglberg, where I arrived 
the 26th ; where I was kindly received, and 
great care was taken of the men, as they 
were to be of the king’s guards. It being 
rumoured about the town, that thefe men 
were of feveral different nations, it brought 
great crouds of people to fee them. We re¬ 
mained here in free quarters to the 2d of May, 
when I fet off for Elbing, and arri ved at Dant- 
zig the 5th, when I found the city fo crouded, 
that I could not get my men quartered there, 
and was obliged to march forward to Clofter 
of Oliva. There were at this time refiding 
in Dantzig, the czar and czarina, king Au- 
guftus of Poland, and the duke and duchefs 
of Mecklenburgh, with all their numerous 
retinues ; the czar was at prefent gone to 
Pillau, to review forty-five of his gallies, that 
were arrived there, from Peterfburgh, with 
eight thoufand men on board ; I waited, 
therefore, upon the czarina, who ordered me 
to flay at Oliva till his majefly’s return, which 
happened on the 9th ; and he came next day 
with the duke of Mecklenburgh, to Oliva, 
where he reviewed the grenadiers, making 
them go through their exercife, dffd was very 
well pleafed with their performance : his ma¬ 
jesty 
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jefty then ordered me to proceed to Berlin, book v. 
by flow marches, for fear of fatiguing the 
men. 

The Dantzigers did not feem much pleafed His co— 
either with the czar, or the king of Poland at 
this time ; who had obliged the city not only z j g . 
to renounce all commerce with the Swedes, 
but to equip four Chips of war to cruife againft 
them *, and alfo to pay the czar one hundred 
thoufand rixdollars. His majefty fetting out 
from thence, the 10th, for Mecklenburgh, 
with all his retinue, was faluted by one hun¬ 
dred and fifty pieces of cannon, to convince 
him they were in no want of artillery. I fet 
out with my men the next day, and got 
to Stolpe the 15 th, where I underftood that 
the czar and the king of Pruflia had held a 
private conferrence three days before; in 
which they had agreed, as I afterwards learnt, 
not to fuffer the king of Sweden to make 
any attempt on the dominions of the Dane; 
nor to alfift the Danes in any attempt againft 
the Swedes, who were already fufficiently 
reduced ; having loft all their foreign pro¬ 
vinces; and had now’ nothing left but Sweden 
jtfelf. 

I cannot here omit mentioning the czar’s His 
(defigns, relative to the town and fort of m 
Weifmar, which lay very convenient forWeifinar. 
the duke of Mecklenburgh, being near to 
Schwerin and Roftock. The czar had pro- 
mifed the duke to take that place from the 
Swedes, and put him in pofleijfioa of it •, for 

this 
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book v. this purpofe he affembled an army of twenty 
fix thoufand men to befiege it; but the troops 
of Denmark, Pruffia, and Hanover, having 
got poffeffion of it, put each two battalions 
of their troops in garrifon, without admitting 
any of the Ruffian troops, which entirely fru¬ 
strated that defign, to the no fmall difappoint- 
ment of the czar. This tranfadion of the 
allies he could never digeft, but refented it 
upon every occafion, as will be afterwards 
feen in the intended defcent on Schonen, and 
other tranfadions. The czar had it always 
much at heart to get footing in Germany : 
firft, he offered to affift the emperor with 
twenty-five thoufand men, at his own ex¬ 
pence, againft France, if he ffiould be admit¬ 
ted a member of the Roman empire; but in 
this he was difappointed; fecondly, by the 
marriage of his niece with the duke of Meck- 
lenburgh, and promifing him Weifmar; in¬ 
tending thereby to get a fafe harbour for his 
fhipping in thofe parts. It was afterwards 
propofed to the duke to exchange Mecklen- 
burgh for an equivalent, which muft have- 
been either Courland or Livonia. But the 
princes of the empire having grown very jea¬ 
lous of the czar’s exorbitant power, fruftrated 
him in all his views of getting any footing in 
the empire. Even the regent of France in-* 
terefted himfelf fo far as to get the czar’s pro- 
mife to withdraw his forces out of Germany. 

On the 16th of May, I fet out from Stolpe, 
and arrived at Berlin the 27th, with all the 

tneri, 
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men, in good health and high fpirits. I was book v. 
condu&ed, by an officer upon guard, to the 
houfe of field-marffial count Wartenfleben, 
to whom I delivered a letter from prince 
Menzikoff; the field-marffial immediately or¬ 
dered the men into quarters of refreffiment, 
till the king ffiould return from Potfdam, 
which he did in two days after ; and when his 
majefty reviewed the men, he declared they 
were the beft ffiaped, and handfomeft men of 
their fizes, he had ever feen; and was very 
much pleafed with them. When I had deli¬ 
vered up my charge, I retired; and the next 
day the field-marffial prefented me with a purfe 
of two hundred ducats: the diftance between 
Peterfburgh and Berlin is 1210 Ruffian werfts, 
or 807 Engliffi miles. 

As many of my relations refided in and a- 
bout Berlin, from whom I had now been ab- 
fent ten years, I paffed three months very a- 
greeably among them: they endeavoured to 
perfuade me to leave the Ruffian, and return 
to the Pruffian fervice, from an opinion, that 
it might be eafily accompliffied at prefent, if 
I could obtain my difcharge from the Ruffian 
fervice. While my relations were ufing all 
their intereft to get this change brought about, 
an exprefs was brought me from field-marffial 
count Zeremetof, with orders to join him 
immediately at Roftock, in Mecklenburgh, 
and to attend him as aid-de-camp to Denmark, 
as he had none at that time that could fpeak 
the language, Upon which I fet out immedi- 
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book v. ately from Berlin, and I arrived at Roftock 
the 24th of Auguft j the marflial fet out next 
day for Warnemunde, where we found our 
troops embarking. 

Confer- His majefty the czar had held a long confe- 
th^kin 1 ^ rence the king of Denmark at Ham and 
of Den- Horn, near Hamburgh, which lafted from the 
mark, and 28th of May to the 4th of June; in which a 
Copenha- defcent upon Schonen was agreed upon and 
gen. concerted. On the 5th of June, the czar fet 
out for Pyrmont, to drink the waters; and 
returned the 30th to Schwerin, the refidence 
of the duke of Mecklenburgh. The 4th of 
July, he went to Roftock and Warnemunde, 
where the forty-five gallies were arrived from 
Dantzig, with eight thoufand troops on board, 
with which he then fet fail for Denmark, and 
was met at Proveftein by his Danifti majefty, 
who went on board the czar’s galley, and they 
arrived together at Copenhagen the 17th. ' 

On the 28th of Auguft, Marflial Zeremet- 
ofF fet fail from Warnemunde with ten thou¬ 
fand men, and arrived at Copenhagen the 
29th. The marflial going afliore to the houfe 
fitted up for him in the city, the cuftom-houfe 
officers came on board to fearch his baggage, 
but were prevented by the officer then upon 
guard; upon which they flopped the ftiip from 
entering the harbour, and I was fent to the 
cuftom-houfe to know’ w’hy the ftiip, w r ith the 
marfhal’s baggage, was hindered from entering 
into the harbour ? There they told me it was 
to fearch for merchandize j I replied, it was 

not 
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not cuftomary for Ruffian generals to turn bookv. 
merchants, and allured them there was no 
merchandize at all on board the fhip; and that 
the marfhal would certainly refent fuch injuri¬ 
ous treatment: upon this an order was fent to 
bring the fhip into the harbour, and upon 
landing the baggage, the cuftom-houfe officers 
had a watchful eye on every thing that was 
brought on fhore. The next day, a gentle¬ 
man was fent from court to the marfhal, to 
apologife for the indecent behaviour of the 
cuftom-houfe, and to allure him the officers 
concerned in that rudenefs were all fined and 
turned out of their places. 

At this time admiral Norris, and rear ad- The com- 
miral Graves, lay before Copenhagen with an 
Englifh and Dutch fquadron, to whom the 
czar now propofed to join the Ruffian and 
Danifh fleets, and drive the Swedes into port; 
which was agreed to, and the czar to com¬ 
mand the combined fleet, with admiral Norris 
to command the van, the czar the centre, 
and the Danifh vice-admiral the rear divifions; 
and admiral Graves was to convoy the trade 
of both nations to their refpedive harbours. 

The czar accordingly hoifted his imperial flag, 
and weighed with the fleet; but paffing by 
Bornholm, they were informed that the Swe- ' 
difh fleet were gone to Carlfcroon; upon this 
the combined fleet feparated; the czar went 
to Stralfund, embarked his troops that were 
quartered there, and carried them to Copen¬ 
hagen. 


By 
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book v. By this augmentation, our army confifted of 
24,000 men all encamped very near the ca- 
Th e pital, which roufed the jealoufy and alarmed 
Danes a- the fears of the Danes fo much, that they 
larmed. ( j rew their forces together from all parts of 
Zealand to Copenhagen ; great part of which 
were encamped upon the ramparts all round 
it, and they placed a ftrong guard at every 
gate, with ftridl orders not to fuffer above one 
hundred Ruffians to enter the city at once to 
get water, as there was none elfewhere to be 
got. This water was brought from the king’s 
park, a confiderable diftance, into the city 
through pipes: but one hundred men being 
found insufficient to carry water to fuch an 
army, they permitted fifty more to enter at a 
time, one party being ready to enter as foon as 
the other came out; but as they were often 
hindered from fupplying themfelves by the 
Danifh foldiers, who thought themfelves en¬ 
titled to be firft ferved, this occafioned great 
diforders; at laft, it came to blows, and fe- 
veral were killed and wounded on both fides: 
the Ruffians finding the guard too partial to 
their own people, feized, difarmed, and drove 
them off. After they arrived at the camp, 
they began to dig for water every where, and 
happening upon one of the pipes that conveyed 
the water into the city, they cut it, by which 
they were afterwards very well fupplied: but 
being ill fupplied with fire-wood for dreffing 
their viduals, they began to cut down the 
trees in the park, and had cut down a great 

number 
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number before a flop could be put to it by book v. 
their officers; feveral of the ring-leaders were 
leverely punififcd for it- 

The Danes had agreed to ferve us with pro- Refufe • 
vifions only for the 16,000 men the czar fti- fubfift- 
pulaled to bring to their affiftance, and now t h e 
refufed fubfiftence for the 8000 brought from troops. 
Stralfund, alledging they came without their 
confent or knowledge : fo that from hence¬ 
forth there was nothing but jealoufy and 
miftruft on both lides, which, however, did 


not interrupt the court diverfions of balls, 
affemblies, and mafquerades. During the 
three months the czar was at Copenhagen, 
he attentively vifited their colleges and aca¬ 
demies, and faw every thing that was curious 
in the place; he went alfo almoft every day 
out in a boat, founding and furveying the 
coafts both of Denmark and Sweden fo exadt- 


ly, that the leaft bank of fand did not efcape 
his obfervation ; and he laid down the whole 


in a chart. One day wffien he w ? as coafting 
Schonen, to difeover a proper landing-place, 
on his return he met with a freffi contrary gale 
of wind, which prevented his reaching Copen¬ 
hagen with day-light; the czarina fent to the 
governor to defire the gate might be left open 
till the czar’s arrival, which he promifed to 
do; and upon my being fent by the marfhal 
to fee if this w r as complied with, I found it 
fhut; and was told by the officer of the guard, 
that the keys were fent to the king. I report¬ 
ed this to the marfhal, who went himfelf to 


O 


the 
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book v, the governor, who, after fome frivolous apo- 
logy, that the keys had been fent by miftake 
to the king, told him, now that his majefty 
was at reft, he durft not difturb him. It was 
one o’clock in the morning before the czar 
could make the land, and not being able to 
make the harbour, or get the boat near the 
there, he jumped out iSp to the neck in water, 
Waded affiore, and walked in his wet clothes 
all the way up to the gates, which finding 
fliu't, be returned to the fuburbs, went into 
the lodging of an officer of his own guards, 
where he fhifted himfelf with the officer’s linen 
and clothes, and refted the remaining part of 
the night: in the morning he dreffed in the 
officer’s regimentals, and although they were 
much too fhort for him, yet he walked up the 
city in them, where he was met by the czari¬ 
na, the marfhal, and feveral others. Many 
were the apologies for the miftakes and blun¬ 
ders committed, and both the governor and 
colonel of the guard were put under arreft j 
but the czar laughed at it, and interceded for 
them, faying, they had only done their duty $ 
and they were accordingly releafed. 

A confe- A few days after this the two crowned heads 
th nC kin* 11 * met, and held a council of war, attended on- 
of 6 Den- ly by their prime minifters and field-marffials, 
mark, thereby to keep the meafures they were to 
confe*' 1 * ta ^ e a profound fecret: it was refolved at this 
«jueiices. meeting to make a defeent on Schonen with¬ 
out lofs of time. Notwithftanding the me¬ 
thod taken to keep this intended expedition a 

fecret. 
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fccfet, it was immediately known all over the book v. 
city, infoniuch, that I heard every ftep that 
Was to be taken from a Danifh officer, in a 
public coffee-houfe. When I informed the 
marffial thereof, he was very much furprifcd; 
and the czar, with the prime minifter, com¬ 
ing at the tiiTie to dine with him, he repeated 
what I had heard in the town, wherewith the 
czar feemed Very much diflatisfied. 

The troops, however, were all in motion 
getting ready to embark, and a demand was 
made for one month’s provifion for the army ; 
to which we were told, there was no occafion 
for any, as there had been a plentiful harVeft 
at Schonen, where we fhould meet with eve¬ 
ry thing We flood in need of; and, befides, as 
there was an open communication with Co- 
penhagerl, we could be iupplied from thence 
as we had occafion. The czar riot relifhing 
this, told the king it was now too late in the 
year to attempt fuch an eriterprize, as nothing 
Was provided before hand, and therefore it 
ought to be laid afide till next fpring; but, if 
his iriajefty was refolved to venture on the de- 
fcent this feafori, the czar, agreeable to the 
treaty jriade at Stralfund, worild affift him 
with the fifteen battalions therein fti pula ted. 

The king then defired the affiftance of thir¬ 
teen more battalions, Which the czar refufed, 
faying, that he had occafion for his troops 
elfewhere. To this the king returned, that 
fince matters flood thus, he defired none of 
his troops, and wifiled that they might all 

O a fpeedily 
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tooK v. fpeedily be withdrawn from his dominions* 
'”^7^ t ^ ie tranfports which coft him 40,000 rix- 
dollars a month might be difcharged : accord¬ 
ingly, all our troops embarked on the 19th of 
September, and we lay near a month wind- 
bound before Copenhagen, and became fo dif- 
treffed for fire-wood, which was not to be 
procured at any price, that the czar ordered 
ten of his gallies to be cut up for that purpofe, 
and diftributed among the fleet. 

The ftory While we were at Copenhagen, a circum- 
oflieuten- fiance happened to a lieutenant-general in our 
ant-gene- f erv j ce whofe name was Bohn, which I can- 
not omit mentioning. He was born on the 
ifland of Bornh'ojm, where his father had been 
a minifter; his mother was left a very poor 
widow, and now hearing that her fon was at 
Copenhagen, a general in the Ruffian fervice, 
fhe came to fee him, and calling at his lodg¬ 
ings, was told by his fervants, that he was 
not at home; fhe defired the fervants to tell 
• their mafier that fhe was his mother, and was 
come from Bornholm on purpofe to fee him, 
and would call again next morning. Upon 
this information, the general flew into a great 
paffion, faying, his mother had been dead 
many years ago, and that this muft be fome 
needy perfon or other, or perhaps, out of her 
mind ; and ordered his aid-de-camp, if fhe 
called again, to give her ten ducats, and fend 
her away, that he might not be farther trou¬ 
bled with her. The mother calling next morn¬ 
ing, the aid-de-c^mp did as he was dire&ed, 
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and offered her the ten ducats as his matter's bookv. 
charity; fhe threw them with difdain upon 
the ground, and faid, with tears in her eyes, 
fhe did not come to beg charity, but to fee 
her fon ; and fmce he could both deny and 
defpife his mother, fhe would return from 
whence fhe came, and trouble him no more. 

This made fj great a noife all over the town, 
that it came to the czarina’s ears: fhe fent for 
the woman, who foon fatisfied the emprefs, 
that fhe was the general’s mother; he was 
fent for, and received a reprimand for his un¬ 
natural behaviour, and was ordered to fettle 
two hundred rubles a year on his mother for 
her life, which was complied with ; and he 
was, in the mean time, twitted with general 
Baur’s generous behaviour to his poor relati¬ 
ons, who was not afliamed of them, though 
of a lower degree than his. This reprimand 
put the general into great confufion, and he 
was afterwards very much difregarded. 

We weighed from Copenhagen early in the 
morning of the 12th of Odober, wdth a frefh 
breeze at North, and arrived the next day at 
Warnemunde, in Mecklenburgh ; the w hole 
army difembarked the fame day, and encamp¬ 
ed. Two days after our departure from Co¬ 
penhagen, the czar had a grand entertainment 
from the Danifh monarch, and having taken 
leave of that court, fet out next day, with 
the emprefs, in his way to Hamburgh, and 
having patted the Belt, and taken a view of 

Ton in- 
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book v. Toningen and Frederickftadt, proceeded for 
Lnbeck and Schwerin. 

Field-marfhal count Zeremetof was now 
fchemfofordered to .march with 12,000 men through 
the duke Pomerania into Poland; and 12,000 men 
of M e ek- wer e quartered in Mecklenburgh, under the 
en urg ' command of general Weyde, at the duke’s 
Own defire, as a means to diftrefs and hum¬ 
ble the nobility of his country, who were at 
law with him at the Imperial court to fupport 
their rights. When the marfhal was fent into 
Poland, with part of the army, I was ordered, 
on account of the language, to remain with 
general Weyde as his aid-de-camp, at his own 
requeft : we were quartered at Guftrow, and 
the army upon the eftates of the nobility, by 
an order from the duke himfelf, who laid 
them under molt oppreffive contributions, 
which utterly ruined them : they had recourfe 
to the Imperial court, and the diet of the em¬ 
pire, for redrefs of their grievances, who did 
all they could to perfuade the czar to with¬ 
draw his troops out of Germany; but the 
czar was now gone from Schwerin to Havel- 
berg, where he had a private interview, for 
two days together, with the. king of Pruflia, 
and then went to Hamburgh, and from thence 
to Amfterdam, where he arrived the 6th of 
December, and waited for the arrival of the 
emprefs, who, when fhe was preparing to fet 
out from Wefel, was delivered of a prince, 
17m the 2d of January, 1717; but the child died 
the day it was born, fo that it was the 1 oth of 

Febru- 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. i 99 

February before the arrived at Amfterdam; book v. 
and their majefties went to the Hague the 9th 
of March, where they continued till the 4th 
of April. 

A report was fpread that the circular troops 
of the empire were forming an army upon 
Grander Heyde, near Hamburgh, with an in¬ 
tention to diflodge our troops in Mecklen- 
burgh• upon which our army took the field, 
and encamped at Gadebulh, under the com¬ 
mand of lieutenant-general Lacy, major-gene¬ 
ral Slippenbach, and brigadier-general Le 
Fort; general Weyde was then indifpofed at 
Guftrow, and fent me to Grander Heyde to 
learn what number of troops were encamped 
there j when I came I could neither fee nor 
hear of any troops being affembled at that 
place : I then proceeded to our refident in 
Hamburgh, to obtain intelligence, but inftead. 
of hearing of any circular troops forming a- 
gainft us, it was currently reported there, that 
the Ruffian army were going to make an ir¬ 
ruption into the electorate of Hanover; which 
falfe report fa much alarmed the Hanoverians, 
that many of the people of property moved 
off their effedts, to fecure them in Hamburgh, 
and other places of fafety : all this being oc- 
cafioned by our forming a camp at Gadebufh, 
fo that we were alarmed on both fides with¬ 
out the fmalleft foundation. Upon my re¬ 
turn to Guftrow, and importing what had paft, 

I was immediately difpatched to our camp, 
with prders for our army to break up and re¬ 
turn 
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turn to their quarters. This falfe alarm being 
»;i j. over foon fettled people’s minds again; but 
the poor fubje&sof Mecklenburgh, were daily 
more and more harafted by our troops, at the 
defpotic commands of their unrelenting prince, 
which occafioned many petitions from the la¬ 
dies of the nobility and gentry, to the duchefs, 
to commiferate their deplorable fituation, and 
intercede for their relief. She really pitied 
their miferable condition, but could not pre¬ 
vail with the duke to fhew them the fmalleft 
favour; on which the determined to fend an 
exprefs to the czar, to plead in bdhalf of the 
diftreifed people, and to lay before him feve- 
ral grievances of her own ; but as the could 
fend none of her' own domeftics without the 
duke’s knowledge, the therefore fent Mr. 
Beftuzof, then gentleman of her bed-chamber 
(afterwards great chancellor of Ruftia), to ge¬ 
neral Weyde, defiring the general to fend an 
exprefs, in his own name, to the czar: upon 
this the general fent me with Mr. Beftuzof to 
Schwerin, to receive the duchefs’s commands, 
and to get into the duchefs’s apartment un¬ 
known to the duke, who was of a very fuf- 
picious temper. We went by a back door 
through the garden, and on entering the 
houfe, he was the firft perfon we met, which 
put us into fome confufion; we made him a 
low bow, and pafted without his fpcaking a 
word, or taking any notice of us ; but inftead 
of going diredly to the duchefs as we had 
propofed, Mr. Beftuzof conducted me to his 

own 
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own apartments, where I remained till it was book ▼. 
dark, when I was introduced to the duchefs, 
who gave me my inftrudions, with which I 
returned the fame night to Guftrow. The 
general having by this time prepared his dif- 
patches, I fet out the next day on my way to 
Holland, and arrived at Amfterdam the 8th 
of May •, but the czar being gone from thence 
to Paris, I waited upon the czarina, who or¬ 
dered me to follow his majefty; and having 
received her packet, I fet out the next day, 
and got to Paris the 13th, fix days after his 
majefty’s arrival. The receptionand honours 
paid the czar at Paris are fo well known, that 
it W'ould be tedious to repeat them; I fhall only 
therefore juft mention that it was now the 
duke of Orleans (regent of France) obtained 
a promife from him to withdraw his troops 
from the German dominions. 

Having received his majefty’s difpatches for 
Amfterdam, on the 3d of June, I fet out and 
arrived there the 9th ; and receiving her ma¬ 
jefty’s commands, I fet out thence the next 
day and got to Schwerin the 16th, where I de¬ 
livered both their majefty’s difpatches into the 
duchefs’s own hands. The contents of what 
I brought were fo very acceptable, that I met 
with a very gracious reception, and had a 
handfome prefent made me ; and, to prevent 
difcovcry, I left Schwerin privately in the 
night time, and fet off for Guftrow. The 
czar’s difpatch to general Weyde, brought 

him 



soz MEMOIRS OF 

book v. him orders to levy no more contributions on 
' the inhabitants of that country. 

^ ''' The duke was fo much diffatisfied with 
^is new or( ^ er i that he employed his own 
his peo- troops to exad contribution# from them, with 
P ,e - greater rigour than ever, which reduced his 
nobility to the neceffity of felling their plate 
and jewels, and at laft their equipages and 
furniture, and became fo entirely ruined, that 
they were obliged to fly their country; and 
their boors, for the moft part, went into the 
Pruffian territories, where they offered them- 
JEelves, with their wives and children, for vaf* 
jfals or Haves. At the defire of fome of my 
friends, I engaged a number of thefe poor fa* 
milies for their behoof, and that with the con- 
fent of their late owners, who told me that 
.they had no farther ufe for them, being re¬ 
duced to fo low a Hate that they were left 
without the means to cultivate and fow their 
lands for want of cattle and feed; fo that 
their mifery and calamity were paft defcripti- 
on, which made the princes of the empire in* 
tereft themfelves eameftly in their behalf, in 
an application to the czar to withdraw his 
troops from thence, which was foon after 
complied with, and the affair at laft ended in 
the utter ruin of the duke himfelf, for his 
country was put under fequeftration, and 
he was obliged to live feveral years in exile 
at Dantzig. 

When we fet out on- our expedition to Den¬ 
mark, the czaroyritz had his father’s exprefs 

orders 
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orders to attend him ; he rather chofe to ab- book. v. 
fent himfelf than obey, and abfconded with- ' 
out the knowledge of any body: meffengers 
were fent all over Europe in queft of him, 
and he was at length difcovered at Naples, by 
captain Romantzof of the guards. The cap¬ 
tain acquainted count Tolftoi, our embaffador 
at Vienna, with the difcovery, and the count 
went to him at Naples, and perfuaded and 
prevailed with him to return to Mofcow, and 
fubmit himfelf to his father’s clemency, aflur- 
ing him that no prince in Europe would rifque 
the czar’s refentment by proteding him. 

My friends at Berlin had by this time pro- T!ie cap . 
cured me a company in general Gerodorf’s tainrefaf- 
jegiment of the Pruffian army, if I could ^ ,e V e 
procure my difeharge from the Ruffian fervice; the Rut 
and as I had a company in their artillery fl ? n ^ 
Under general Bruce, and was aid-de-camp to vlcc ‘ 
general Weyde, I applied to them both, and 
to prince Menzikoff for my difeharge, but 
could by no means obtain it; fo I was obliged 
to continue -in the Mufcovite fervice, very 
much again ft my inclination, nor could I think 
of quitting it without my difeharge, knowing 
I could not be admitted into the Pruffian fer¬ 
vice without it. 

The latter end of June, we received orders 
from the czar to march out of Mecklenburgh, 
after nine months free quarters, leaving four 
battalions there for the duke’s fervice, at his 
deftrcj and we began to march the firft of 
July. By tfoofe and 4000 of his own troops. 



204 M E M O I R S O F 

booic v. he thought to prevent the circular troops from 
entering his territories. Our army were no 
fooner gone, than he got intelligence that a 
body of Hanoverians were on their march to 
enter into his territories, upon which he or¬ 
dered general Schwerin, with his own and the 
Ruffian troops, to fecure the pafs which was 
at a mill-dam, by which the Hanoverians were 
to enter; there the Duke’s forces entrenched 
themfelves with feveral pieces of cannon. The 
Hanoverians advancing, endeavoured to force 
their way, and a very bloody rencontre enfu- 
ed, in which a number were killed and wound¬ 
ed on both fides, and the Hanoverians obliged 
to retire : but upon a complaint being made 
to the czar, that his troops had been the ag- 
grefforSj he ordered them to leave Mecklen- 
burgh and join our army; the duke’s troops 
foon followed, and were retained in the czar’» 
fervice, and the duke himfelf retired to Dant- 
zig. 

On the 13th of July, our army alfembled 
at new Brandenburgh, and we marched 
through Stettin and Landfberg, to Polifh Sch¬ 
werin, where we arrived the 25th; and as we 
w’ere now in the dominions of Poland, we 
refted till the 7th of Auguft, and then march¬ 
ed by Friedland to Tuchol the iftof Septem¬ 
ber, where we were to remain till farther or¬ 
ders. 

The The czar left Paris the 21ft of July, and 

turn from travelled hy the way of Soiffons, Charleville, 
1'jris. Namur, Huy, and Liege, taking a minute 
1 view 
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view of all the fortifications in his way, but eook v. 
more particularly at Namur, where the go- 
vernor fhewed his majefty a moft refpedful 
attention during his ftay; he arrived at Spa 
the 28th, where he ftopt to drink the waters, 
and went the 2d of Auguft for Amfterdam, 
in which city the czarina had impatiently 
waited his return. After a month’s flay at 
Amfterdam, in which time he had feveral pri¬ 
vate conferences with baron Gortz, minifter 
to the duke of Holftein, at Loo, (a palace 
belonging to the prince of Orange), the czar 
fet out the 2d of September on his way to 
Berlin, and arrived there the 19th; and the 
czarina in thr^e days after, was met at fome 
diftance from the city by the queen of Pruffia, 
and the margravine of Brandenburgh, who 
conduded her into Berlin; where the duke 
and duchefs of Mecklenburgh came to pay 
them a vifit. 

Their majefties continued here but three The re¬ 
days, and then took the route for Dantzig, ' urn of 
where they arrived the 15th of September, to Peter- 
and where general Weyde waited on the czar ftur 2 h - 
to receive his commands. His majefty fet out 
on his journey for Peterfburgh, and we return¬ 
ed to Tuchol the firft of Odober. Mr Gruz- 
infky, a commiflary appointed by the king of 
Poland, attended us through Poland, till we 
arrived in the Ruffian territories. We began 
our march on the cd of Odober, by Warfaw, 

Wilda, (the capital of Lithuania), Riga, and 
Narva, paffing many rivers in our way, fuch 

as 
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biford ers 
in his ab- 
fence, re*- 

fbcfied. 


as the Viftula, or Weixel twice, twice ovef 
the Weper; and over the Zaas, Memel, Wil= 
da, Swenta, Dwina, and Narva; as we were 
in no hurry, reftiiig in good quarters, four 
days in every week, and plentifully fupplied 
With provifions, we fpent feven months moll 
agreeably On this march, and arrived at Pe- 
terfburgh the 19th of February ; the diftairce 
from Guftrow, our head quarters in Meck- 
lenburgh, to Peterfbufgh, is 1,959 Ruffian 
Werfts, or 1,306 Englifh miles. The Poliffi 
Commiffiary Gruzinfky, Was handfomely re¬ 
warded, by the czar, for providing fo plenti¬ 
fully for the troops. 

The czar having arrived at Petertbufgh on, 
the 21ft of o&ober, after an abfence of fix- 
teen months, a multiplicity of affairs of great 
importance waited his return. Great charges 
Were exhibited againft thofe who had been 
entrufted with the reins of government in his 
abfence : in order to examine into the accufa- 
tiofl againft the parties concerned he attended 
the fenate every morning at four o’clock; but 
finding it would require much time to judge 
thofe who were accufed, he'erected an extra¬ 
ordinary court of juftice, to enquire into thefe 
matters. Wolchonfky, the governor of Arch¬ 
angel, and many others being capitally con- 
vidted, fu fie red death 5 many more were knout- 
An at- ed and ^ nt into hanifhment. 
tempt to Various attempts had been made by the 

fonVZr T* F u Wd r S and dire ^'°«s, with thips" from 
& Archangel, to difcover a north paffage to the 

Eaft 


■India. 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 

Eaft Indies, but that was found impractic¬ 
able, by reafon of the many large Ihoals of 
ice, like inlands, floating upon thofe feas. Be¬ 
fore the czar fet out for Germany, he fent a 
gentleman who underftood the mathematics, 
as his envoy, with prefents to feveral of the 
northern Tartar princes, to difcover if there 
was a continuation of the fea to China, by the 
north of Tartary. This gentleman being re¬ 
turned, reported that he met a very friendly 
reception, and great civility from many of the 
Tartarian princes, who efcorted him for his 
fafety from one to another, till he came with¬ 
in the 70th degree of north latitude, to a pro¬ 
vince called Iakuti, on the river Lena, which 
empties itfelf into the Frozen Sea, at 80 de¬ 
grees, near an ifland called Tazata, the prince 
of that country would neither accept his pre¬ 
fents, nor fuffer him to proceed down the ri¬ 
ver, but threatened if he did not return from 
whence he came, he would give orders to cut 
hint and nis men to pieces; this put an end 
to his farther progrefs and difcoveries, and he 
was obliged to return. He made a very ac¬ 
curate map of the feveral Tartar kingdoms 
through which he pafled, with a particular 
defcription of the countries and the inhabi¬ 
tants, much more than was before known of 
thofe wild parts j which map, &c. he prefent- 
ed to the czar. He reported, that they were 
all vagabond Tartars, living in tents, and 
fliifting their refidence from place to place for 
pafturage, as all their riches conlifled in herds 
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book v, of cattle; but he obferved a fort of houles, 
or huts, oh the fides of rivers, and fome corn, 
and in thefe fituations their chams generally 
refided. But while the northern Tartars re¬ 
main fo favage,-it will be impoffible to make 
a full difcovery of thofe parts. 

The fatal About this time his majefty received a very 
on^of 1 " difagreeable account of the iffue of an at- 
prince tempt that was made on the eaft fide of 
Beeke- the Cafpian fea, towards Ufbeck Tartary. 
The czar having been informed, that great 
quantities of gold fand came down the river 
Daria, he fent prince Alexander Beckewitz, at 
the head of 3000 men, to land at the mouth 
of that river, and build a fort there; and 
then to proceed farther up the country to dis¬ 
cover the mines from which this gold fand 
came; the prince accordingly built a fort 
without the fmalleft oppofition, although the 
tJfibeck Tartars were upon the very fpot; but, 
inftead of hindering, they gave him every aflift- 
ance in their power, providing the troops with 
all kinds of provifions, and maintained a moft 
friendly intercourfe with each other. The 
fort being finithed, the prince wanted to pro¬ 
ceed up the river, to difcover the mines, 
which the Tartars obferving, told him, if he 
propofed to follow the courfe of the river, he, 
would find it unfur mountable, by its many' 
turnings and windings; and if he wanted on¬ 
ly to come to the mines, there was a much 
nearer way by land, which they could march 
in three days, and that they were ready to 

conduct 
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cOrtdud them. The prince, trufting to their book v. 
feeming friendffiip, and having no reafon to'"T^7 J 
fear their inconfiderable number, left a cap¬ 
tain with 200 men to garrifon the fort and 
fecure the fhips ; fet out through a defert with 
his Tartarian guides, and having marched fe- 
ven days, inftead of three, they were in the 
utmoft diftrefs for water ; and, at length, af¬ 
ter abundance of fatigue, they arrived at the 
mines, but found there, before them, the charrt 
of Ufbcck, with 50,000 of his Tartars, who 
now, with every appearance of friendffiip, of¬ 
fered prince Beckewitz all the affiftance in his 
power j affuring him, fince he underftood that 
the prince waS to ered a fort there, he would 
give orders to his people to provide materials 
for the building; and offered to canton the ar¬ 
my in the kibbits, or tents, with his own 
men, as they had fuffered fo much on their 
march through the defert for want of water, 
and might now be diftreffed for provifions, 
with which he alfo offered to fupply them till 
they could be otherways provided: the Cham 
all the while entertaining the prince, and all 
his officers, with fo much feeming friendly fa¬ 
miliarity, that they thought themfelves ex¬ 
tremely happy. When the prince propofed 
cantoning the men among the Tartars, all 
his officers to a man protefted againft it, al¬ 
ledging, the Tartars ought not to be trufted * 
for fo long as they kept themfelves together in 
a body, they had nothing to fear from the 
Tartars, nntwithflanding their numbers j but 

P SU) 
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as foon as they feparated themfelves, they 
would run the rifque of being every one maf- 
facred. 

The Tartar cham obferving that they were 
not inclined to trull him, faid to the prince 
and his officers, that they had no reafon to 
miftruft his kindnefs, as it entirely proceeded 
from his regard to the czar, their mailer, 
whom he knew to be engaged in great wars 
in Europe, which could not be carried on 
without gold; and for that reafon, he freely 
gave them liberty to take as much of it as 
they pleaded; for his own part, he. neither 
valued gold nor filver, as it was of no life in 
their country, for they lived without that, or 
e.ven bread, qonfequently had no ufe for ei¬ 
ther ; their whole riches confiding in herds 
of cattle, which, with their tents, they could 
remove at pleafure ; and, confequently, could 
not fear having either caftles, towns, or vil¬ 
lages, rifled or taken from them; for they 
lived here one day, and elfewhere the next. 
As to his offer to quarter their men amongft 
his people, it was made with a kind intention, 
and to provide for them till the arrival of their 
own ftores from their fhips, which could not 
be long, as he had fent a party of his men 
with camels to haflen them forward. 

The general, at length, by thefe infinua- 
tions, againft the advice of all his officers, was 
prevailed upon to quarter his army amongft 
the Tartars.. While this was doing, the cham 
was entertaining the prince, and his principal 

officers, 
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officers, in his own tent, till late in the night, boorv. 
when, in th6 height of their merriment, a 
Tartar entered and told the cham, his ofderS 
Were executed ;, on- which the cham put on a 
Item countenance, ordered all the officers to 
be difa rated and bound, which was inftantly 
done ; he then totd the prince that ali his 
troops were maffacred, atid that lince he had 
prefumed to enter into his territories, and ta¬ 
ken pofleflion without his leave, he, and his 
officers were to be put to death ; the officers 
were that inftanf difpatehed before his face, 
and prince Beckewitz was ordered to kneel 
down on a piece of red cloth, fpread on the 
ground for that purpofe, to meet his fate ; 
but the prince began to upbraid the cham with 
his treachery, and affured him, that the czar 
■Would tefent it in the molt ample manner; 
he was immediately cut on the legs with their 
fey rile tars till he fell, and then they inhuman¬ 
ly cut him in pieces. At the fame time, the 
party that had been fent to the fort for provi li¬ 
ons, fnrprifed 1 and maffacred the whole garrifon 
that was left there, and then deftroyed the fort 
and burnt the fhips, leaving not the leaf! ap¬ 
pearance that any thing of that kind had ever 
been there. 

This difafter occafioned various conjecture 
and fpeculation all over Ruffia, as not the 
leaft accounts had been received either of the 
men or fhips, till at laft k was concluded they 
muft have all perifhed in the Cafpian fea. 

The whole of this affair was difeovered to the 

P 2 czar 
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book v. czar by an officer, a German by birth, who 
had been taken prifoner at the battle of Pul- 
towa, in the Swedifh Service, and went on 
this expedition as a captain, and aid-de-camp 
to the general* and was an eye-witnefs to the 
whole tranfa&ion, from firft to laft $ he was 
preferved in the general maffacre by his hoft, 
in order to fell him j but as he had not been 
ufed to hard work, he was often fold from 
one mafter to another, till at laft he fell into 
the hands of an Armenian merchant, who 
had a correfpondence with other Armenians at 
Aftrachan: he difcovered himfelf to this mer¬ 
chant, who, on having fecurity for the mo¬ 
ney he coft, gave him his liberty; by which 
means we got this information, otherwife it 
might have remained a fecret for ever. 

Prince Alexander Beckewitz was the only 
fon of prince Archilla, of Iveria and Mongre- 
lia, who fell in difgrace with the Perfian fo- 
vereign, for refufmg to refign his wife to him, 
(mother to this prince), a moft beautiful wo¬ 
man ; this obliged the prince to fly his coun¬ 
try, and put himfelf under the prote&ion of 
the czar. He dying foon after, left his only 
fon, prince Alexander, all the immenfe trea- 
fure he brought with him. This prince mar- 
tied a princefs of the houfe of Galitzin, the 
greateft beauty in all Ruffia; this lady, in¬ 
tending to go to her hufband, was unfortu¬ 
nately drowned in the Wolga, on her way to 
Aftrachan. 


The 
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The czar, finding the abufesin the manage- bookv. 
mentof his revenue arole chiefly from the con- 
fufed method of his courts, he now modelled a newre . 
them on a new plan, formed on his own ob- guiation 
fervations at Paris. The firft was the fenate •, burgh?^' 
the fecond for foreign affairs; the third for and a filk 
finance v the fourth for juftice; the fifth for ™ nu ^ c ' 
revifion ; the fixth for war; the feventh for Mofcovr. 
marine; the eighth for commerce; the ninth 
for receipts and expenditure; and the tenth 
for arts, fciences, mines, buildings, &c. At 
the fame time, he eredted a fill?* manufactory 
at Mofcow, having engaged a number of filk- 
weavers at Paris, and being fufliciently fup- 
plied with raw filk from the province of Gi- 
lan, on the fouth coaft of the Cafpian fea, 
which is efteemed the beft in Perfia, and is 
brought acrofs that fea to Aftrachan, from 
thence up the rivers Wolga and Ocka to 
Mofcow. 


BOOK 
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BOOK VI. 


Return of the czarowitz from Mo fcow, and his exclyfm 
from the fucceffm .— His accomplices. — The pr'mcef > 
Mary concerned in it. — The trial of the czarowitz at 
Peterflrnrgh.—His death and char after.—The Swedtjh 
field-marjbal Rheinjbield s return hme. —Negotiation at 
/Hand, fo y peace with Sweden, renewed.—-King of Swe¬ 
den's death. — The death (f baron Gortz.—fhe fjcal's 
information againfl the grandees for mfdemeanours, and 
their trial. — Prince Gagaren's unaccountable behaviour, 

— More of the czarowitz's confederates.—Death of 
prince Peter Petr-owitz.—Prince Peter Alexowitz ' made 
a fergeant, taught his exercife, and made enfign. — -Ne¬ 
gotiations for peace renewed, but fruit left .—- The czar 
refolves to command it,—Memorable defcent on Sweden. 
—The fir itifa fleet come too late.—The czar dfgufled 
with Britain.—The Jefuts banifked.—The czar fazed 
with a fit at Rev l. — General PVeyde's illnefs, and the 
czar's concern for kin.—A fairs of Sweden —Marfhal 
PVeyde's death. — III treatment of his family.—His fu¬ 
neral..—The czar reproves Menzikoff. — Captain Bruce's 
inefl'efual attempt to quit the Ruffian fervice.—The new 
kins of Sweden notifies h : s acceflion. — A fecond invajion. 

— The Swedes attack our fleet with hfs.—The czar 
receives the duke of Holfiein into his protection. — 
Court martial on lieutenant colonel Graves .— A cu¬ 
rious lawfuit between two brothers at Revel. — Frefij 
preparations againd Sweden. — Propofals on their part , 
fkr a reflation of hoftilitres, rejected. — A third def¬ 
cent on Sweden, which obliged them to fign thx pre¬ 
liminaries, and conclude the peace. —■ The fleet and army in 
$ form, and a child remarkably p' ejerved. — The fleet 

arrive 
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arrive at Peterjburgh. — The czar honoured by his 
fenate with the title of Peter the Great , isle. — A 
•wife reformation in the bitftnefs of the law. — The 
captain again refufed leave to quit.—Triumphal entry 
into Mofcow. — A proclamation and oath regarding the 
JttcceJfm. 

H I S majefty fet out for Mofcow on the book vr. 

3d of February, having received intelli- v " 7 ^ ’ 
gence, that count Tolftoi was on his way thi- R eturn of 
ther from Naples, with the czarowitz, where theczaro- 
they. arrived the nth. A grand council was ^ l ‘"f co t “ 
held at Mofcow on this oceafion, confifting of 
the great men of the empire ; the czar being 
determined to exert, in a moft folemn man¬ 
ner, his juftice on the prince for his difobe- 
dience. The council being met, the czaro- and 
witz was brought into the hall as a prifoner exciufioa 
before them : at his entering he presented a from th e 
writing to his majefty, containing a confeffion £ u n cce<ri ’ 
of his crime. The czar demanded of him, 
what was his defirc : the prince implored his 
mercy, and begged he would fave his life; his 
majefty granted his requeft, on condition he 
made a full difeovery of all his accomplices, 
and renounce all his claim and title to the 
fucceflion, under his hand ; upon this the 
prince figned an inftrument, fetting forth that, 
finding himfelf not qualified for government, he 
difclaimed all right of hicceffion to the crown ; 
and • afterwards confirmed it upon oath, ac¬ 
knowledging his brother Peter, lawful heir to 
th$ crowq. Thi? being done, all the minif¬ 
ies 
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book vi. ters and great men prefent, took the oaths, 
excluding prince Alexis from the crown, and 
acknowledging prince Peter to be the un¬ 
doubted fucceffor to it, engaging to {land by 
him with their lives, againft all that ffiould 
dare oppofe him ; and that they never would, 
under any pretence whatever, adhere to prince 
Alexis, or affift him in the recovery of the 
faid fucceffion. The fame oath was after¬ 
wards adminiftered to the army and navy, at 
home and abroad, and to every fubjeci of the 
Ruffian empire. Neverthelefs the prince was 
{till kept under confinement, and nobody ad¬ 
mitted to him, except count Tolftoi, and fuch 
Others as were appointed by the czar. 

His ac- This being over, the prince’s accomplices 
comph- were fe Cure d. j n which number were his mo¬ 
ther, formerley czarina, now abbefs of the 
monaftery of Sufdale, and her gallant, the 
boyar Glebof, who not only had lived a lewd 
life with the mother, but was a principal a- 
gent in the confpiracy, between her and her fon 
the czarowitz ; the letters they had written to 
each other were publiffied, and were both trea- 
lonable and fcandalous. Next the boyar Abra¬ 
ham Lupocbin, brother to the late czarina, 
and uncle to the prince; Alexander Kikin, 
firft commiffioner of the admiralty, formerly 
a very great favourite with the czar; the bi- 
fhop of Roltof, and Puftinoi the late czarina’s 
confefior and treafurer, ^vere all tried and 
fentenced. Glebof was impaled alive, and 
the other four were broke alive on the wheel. 

A high 
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A high fquare wall was built before the Caftle book vl 
gate for that purpofe : the impaled corpfe of — J 

Glebof was placed in the middle, and the 
heads of the other four, were eacji on a long 
pole, fet up at the corners. Several others 
fuffered death at the fame time, among whom 
fifty priefts and monks, late companions to 
the czarowitz, who had led him into all man¬ 
ner of debauchery, were all beheaded on one 
block, which was a tree provided for the pur¬ 
pofe of holding them all at once. 

In this confpiracy, the princefs Mary, half- The prln- 

fifter to the czar, was alfo concerned : the was cefs Ma, 7 
r , r j • n concerned 

afterwards confined in a monaitery near toinit. 

lake Ladoga ; and the late czarina Ottakefa 
Lupochin, was confined in the fortrefs of 
Slutelburgh, upon an ifland in that lake. All 
the czarowitz’s domeftics, and his mifirefs 
Euphrofina, were taken up ; as was alfo prince 
Wafilia Dolgorukv, lieutenant-general and co¬ 
lonel of the guards, knight of the order of the 
elephant, and dire&or-general for enquiring 
into the mifmanagements of the czar’s reve¬ 
nues ; in which poft he had behaved with the 
utmoft infolence to prince Menzikoff, admiral 
Apraxin, and feveral others. He was banifh- 
ed to Cafan for life : the Siberian czarowitz, 
and the fenators Woinof, Worof, and John 
Kikin, brother to Alexander Kikin, were alfo 
banifhed ; but the fenators count Peter Aprax¬ 
in, brother to the admiral, and count Sama- 
rin were acquitted. One of the czar’s pages 
and feveral nuns fuffered levere corporal pu- 

nifhments, 
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book vi. niffiments, and were, with moft of the cza- 
rowitz’s domeftics, fent into banishment; but 
Euphrofina making it appear that it was by 
her perfuafion the prince returned, and that 
after her firft lying in, having conformed with 
the Ruffian faith, ffie was actually married to 
the prince, when they were on their journey, 
by a Grecian pried, who was feized at Leipzig 
and brought prifoner to Mofcow; ffie was not 
only fet at liberty, but had Several of the cza- 
rowitz’s jewels reftored to her, and a hand-. 
fome fortune appointed for her fupport, out of 
the treafury. She could never be prevailed 
upon to marry: ffie was but of mean extracti¬ 
on and a captive of Finland. 

When this grand inquisition at Mofcow was 
finiffied, his majefty let out from thence, and 
arrived at Peterffiurgh the 4th of April, and 
the czarowitz, arriving two days after, was 
confined in the fortrefs. The czar was no 
fooner come to Peterffiurgh than he went to 
the dock, and ordered the men of war that 
were ready, to be launched, and to get his 
fleet equipped with all expedition, to endea¬ 
vour to prevent Britain and Holland from 
compelling the king of Sweden to a feparate 
peace with the former. 

About the latter end of May the firft con¬ 
ference was held at Aland, whither it was 
transferred from Abo at the defire of baron 
Gortz, as it was much nearer Stockholm, and 


therefore more convenient for the difpatch of 
bufinefs. The plenipotentiaries from the czar, 
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at this congress, were count Bruce, grand- book, vl 
mafter of the ordnance, and baron Overman, 
a privy-counfelior; and from the king of Swe¬ 
den, baron Gortz and count Gullenburgh. 

None of the foreign minifters were admitted 
to thefe conferences but baron Mardefelt, en¬ 
voy from the king of Pruflla. 

From the numerous executions and punifh- The ce¬ 
ments after the inquifition at Mofcow, every 
body believed that bufmefs at an end; but p e terf- 
from the freffi difcoveries made every day, it bur s h " 
appeared, the prince had not been genuine in 
his corffeffion of all his confederates in the 
confpiracy; and the accomplices appearing fo 
numerous, and the plot fo deep laid, the czar 
found it abfolutely neceflary to bring the prince 
to a formal trial. For this purpofe he fum- 
moned all the nobility and clergy, the princi¬ 
pal officers of the army and navy, the gover¬ 
nors of provinces, and many others of diffe¬ 
rent ranks and degrees, to attend at the fe- 
nate-houfe, to examine and try the faid prince. 

The trial was begun the 25th of June (the 
particulars of which have been fo fully re¬ 
lated by others, that I thought a repetition of it 
needlefs), and continued to the 6th of July, 
when this fupreme court, with unanimous con- 
fent, puffed fentence of death upon the prince, 
but left the manner of it to his majefly’s deter¬ 
mination : the prince was brought before the 
court, his fentence was read to him, and he 
was re*conveved to his prifon in the fortrefs. 

On 



book vi. On the next day, his majefty, attended by 
all the fenators and bifhops, with feveral o- 
His death thers of high rank, went to the fort, and en- 
*nd cha- tered the apartments where the czarowitz was 
iafter. kept prifoner. Some little time thereafter 
marfhal Weyde came out, and ordered me to 
go to Mr. Bear’s the druggift, whofe (hop was 
hard by, and tell him to make the potion 
ftrong which he had befpoke, as the prince 
was then very ill: when I delivered this mef- 
fage to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, and 
fell a lhaking and trembling, and appeared in 
the utmoft confufion, which furprifed me fo 
much, that I alked him what was the matter 
with him, but he was unable to return me 
any anfwer; in the mean time the marfhal 
himfelf came in, much in the fame condition 
with the druggift, faying he ought to have 
been more expeditious, as the prince was very 
ill of an apopledic fit; upon this the drug- 
gift delivered him a filver cup with a cover, 
which the marfhal himfelf carried into the 
prince’s apartments, ftaggering all the way as 
he went, like one drunk. About half an hour 
after, the czar with all his attendants with¬ 
drew with very difmal countenances, and 
when they went, the marfhal ordered me to 
attend at the prince’s apartment, and in cafe 
of any alteration, to inform him immediately 
thereof: there were at that time two phyfi- 
cians and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, 
and the officer on guard, I dined on what had 
been dreffed for the prince’s dinner. The 
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phyficians were called in immediately after to book vc 
attend the prince, who was ftruggling out of '“"Pf * 

one convulfion into another, and, after great 
agonies, expired at five o’clock in the after¬ 
noon. I went directly to inform the marfhal, 
and he went that moment to acquaint his ma- 
jefty, who ordered the corpfe to be imbowel- 
led ; after which it was laid in a coffin, cover¬ 
ed with black velvet, and a pall of rich gold 
tiffue fpread over it; it was then carried out 
of the fort, to the church of the Holy Trini¬ 
ty, where the corpfe lay in ftate till the nth 
in the evening, when it was carried back to 
the fort, and depofited in the royal burying- 
vault, next the coffin of the princefs his late 
confort; on which occafion, the czar and 
czarina, and the chief of the nobility, fol¬ 
lowed in procelfion. Various were the reports 
that were fpread concerning his death: it was 
given out publicly, that on hearing his fen- 
tence of death pronounced, the dread thereof 
threw him into an apopledfic fit, of which he 
died; very few believed he died a natural 
death, but it was dangerous for people to 
fpeak as they thought. The minifters of the 
emperor, and the ftates of Holland, were for¬ 
bid the court for fpeaking their minds too 
freely on this occafion, and upon complaint 
againft them were both recalled. 

Thus died prince Alexis, undoubted heir to 
that great monarchy; little regretted by peo¬ 
ple of rank, as he always fhunned their ac¬ 
quaintance and company. It was faid, the 

czar 
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boor vi. C 2 ar had taken uncommon pains in theedtrc?a> 
lion of this prince, but all in vain; indolent 
‘ and flovenly by nature, he kept the loweft erf 
company, with whom he indulged himfclf in 
all manner of vice and debauchery. Bis fa¬ 
ther, to put a flop to this, fent him ahfoad to 
fee foreign courts, thinking thereby to re¬ 
claim him, but all to no purpofe; on which 
he ordered him to attend him in all his* expe¬ 
ditions, thereby to have a watchful eye over 
him himfel'f; but the prince evaded this, by 
continually pretending to be tick, which might 
probably be the cafe, as he was moft part of 
his time drank. The czar, at laft, thought 
to reclaim hina by marrying him to feme fo¬ 
reign. princefs ; what effect that had has been 
already mentioned. After the death of his 
amiable princefs, his majefty ordered him to 
attend him in his expedition to Germany; and 
being on his journey, under pretence of going 
to join him in Mecklenburgh, he fled privates 
ly, and fought the protection of his brother- 
in-law, the emperor of Germany, whom he 
endeavoured to engage in a war again ft his 
father. 

It was made appear on his trial, that he 
threatened whenever he came to the throne, 
to. overturn all his father had done, declaring, 
that he then would be revenged on the prince 
MenzikofF, and his fifter-in-law, by impaling 
them alive, as alfo the great chancellor count 
Golofkin, and his> fon, for perfuading him to 
marry tire princefs Wolfen buttel; that he 

would 
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would fend all his father’s favourites into ba- rook vi. 
nilhment, and expel all foreigners out of the 
country ; that he would releafe his mother out 
of confinement, and put dame Catherine, and 
her children inher place ; after this, he would 
form his court of people who had the ancient 
manners and cuftoms of Ruffia moft at heart, 
for he hated all innovations. Nothing could 
have touched the czar more fenfibly than threat¬ 
ening to overthrow all he had been doing for 
fo many years for the welfare ajnd glory of his 
country, with fo much danger, toil and la¬ 
bour, without ever fparing his own perfon; 
which made him fay, with great emotion, 
that he would rather give his dominions to a 
worthy ftranger, than be fucceeded by fo 
worthlefs a fan: at the time of thisexpreffion, 
he had no other fon but the czarowitz, which 
fhewed plainly, he had the good of his court- 
try more at heart than the. fucceffion in his 
own family. 

Count Reinflueld, the Swedifh field-mar- The Swe- 
fhal, who had been a prifoner at Cafan. fince 
the battle of Pultowa, arrived at Peterfburgh R e i n - 
with twenty officers, to. be exchanged for the ihield ’* 
two Ruffian generals, Knez Trubctzkoi and r honi r c n 
count Gollowin, who had both been prifoners 
at Stockholm fince the battle of Narva. Count 
Reinfhield was very gracioufly received by the 
czar, who recommended him to the. particular 
care of field-marfhal Weyde; he was daily 
invited by one grandee or other, where the 
Czar always made one of the party i and o» 

thefe 
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book vi. thefe occasions converfed very familiarly with 
the count, telling him, one day, that he de- 
flred nothing fo much as to be perfonally ac¬ 
quainted with his brother king Charles, 
which he hoped would foon happen by con¬ 
cluding a lafting peace to both their fatisfac- 
tions; and that he hoped to have a perfonal 
interview with him, where matters might be 
concerted between themfelves without many 
witnefles. Count Reinfhield being detained 
much longer than he expedted, was afraid that 
the. king, his matter, would not confent to 
the exchange, which made him fo uneafy, 
that he complained thereof to our marfhal; 
who allured him, that if the king of Sweden 
fhould refufe the exchange, he fhould not be 
detained, for the czar would let him go on 
his parole; but, in a few days after, I was 
fent at midnight with the agreeable news that 
he was to fail in the morning for Stockholm, 
as a yacht lay ready to take him and his offi¬ 
cers on board. When I came the marfhal was 
afleep, but I communicated the good news to 
his officers, who received it with fo much joy, 
that, by their noife, they awaked the count; 
and, on his enquiring what the matter was, 1 
ftepped up to his bedfide and delivered my 
meffage, which fo agreeably furprifed him, 
that he got up and embraced me, faying, If 
ever I went to Sweden he would make me a 
fuitable return for the good news I brought 
him, as he had nothing then to reward me 
with, according to his wifh. I flaid with him 

till 
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til) day-light, arid theft went on board the book vt 
yacht with him. About eleven o’clock the 
czar, attended by marfhal Weyde, came on 
board to take his leave of the count, and pre- 
fented him with a fword from his own fide, 
which wa 9 enriched with diamonds, wifhing 
him a good voyage to Stockholm. 

Baron Gortz being returned ftom the king 15 e S otl ^ 
of Sweden with his final refolution, the con- i^d for * 
ference at Aland, between our miniftersl and P e . ace 
thofe of Sweden, were continued. The czar 4^?™* 
fet out from Cronflot with his fleet, in the newed, 
month of Auguft, for Revel, and from thence 
he went to Abo to be near the place of con¬ 
ference ; where it was agreed, that the czaf 
fhould give up Finland, and part of Catelia, 
to the king of Sweden; and he fhould have 
in lieu thereof Wyburgh, part of Carelia, 
all Ingria, Efthdnia, and' Livonia ; arid the 
czar was befides to affift the Swedes to reco¬ 
ver Swedifh Pomferania, and Bremen and 
Verden; and to reinftate the duke of Hoi- 
ftein in his dukedom, as alfo to perfuade the 
duke of Mecklenburgh to refign his dukedom to 
Sweden for ever 5 for which he was to have an 
equivalent elfewhere (fuppofed to be Courland) j 
and to replace Staniflaus on the throne of Po¬ 
land, according to the agreement made with 
king Auguftus at Alt Ranftadt* and if Great 
Britain interfered in retaking Bremen and Ver¬ 
den, that they Would, with their joint fleets 
and forces, make a defceftton Britain with the 
pretender, and place him on the throne. 

Q, Upon 
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feooK vi. Upon this it Was agreed, that baron GortZ 
fhould once more return to the king of Swe¬ 
den with thefe propofals : for which purpofe 
he fet off the end of September, in full ex¬ 
pectation of prevailing with the king to 
come into them* In the mean time, no¬ 
thing was done to difturb the king of Sweden 
in his expedition againft Norway, as the czar 
returned with his fleet to Cronflot, and arriv¬ 
ed at Peterfburgh the 15th of September, 
where he found the czarina delivered of a 
princefs, whom he named Natalia. His ma- 
jefty ordered the fleet to be laid up at Cron¬ 
flot, fo that every body eonfldered the peace 
with Sweden at no great diflance : thefe 
hopes, however, were foon blafled by the 
icing of death of the king of Sweden,, which happen- 
“‘ --ed in the night between the 29th and goth of 
November, being fhot through the head before 
Frederickfhal in Norway, and it was gene¬ 
rally believed to have been, done by one of his 
own people. Field marfba) Reinfhield being 
then in the trenches, and going to wait on the 
king, found him kneeling On the banquet, 
with his head on the- parapet, inclining to one 
fide; the marfhal thinking he was afleep, en¬ 
deavoured to waken him, but found him cold 
and dead. 

Thedeafh Baron Gortz was arrefled in his way to 
Gonz° n F re derickfhal to wait on the king, and foon 
after beheaded, and his corpfe buried un¬ 
der the gallows; feveral perfotis in the con¬ 
fidence of GortZ, were arrelled, and an officer 
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Was cl if; r itched to Aland to feiZe on fecreta- rook vL 
ry Stambb and ail his papers, by whom we '"'TTs 
Were apprifed of the king of Sweden’s death," 
and that his filter, the prihcefs Ulrica, had 
been proclaimed queen. Secretary Stamble 
went to Peterfburgh, where he remained un¬ 
der the czar’s protection, and afterwards’ en¬ 
gaged himfelf in the Ruffian fervice: This? 
fudden change overturned all advances to¬ 
wards peace, which then, to all appearance, 

Only waited for figning 

The fifcal-general, on the czar’s return, Tfie SC 
gave information 1 againft' feveral great men in ' al ' s "T ; 
the admini'ftration, for oppreffing the fubjeds, againft 011 
and defrauding liis majefty Of confiderable t f le g rari ~ 
fums of money. 'The czar diredly eftablifhed 
a tribunal to enquire into thofe matters’; and ineanors/. 
appointed marfhal Weyde prCfident Of this 
court, faying, he was the only mah he had 
never found faulty in any one thing, and join¬ 
ed with him as affiftants, the lieutenant-ge¬ 
nerals Butterli'n and Sfippenbachy major-ge¬ 
nerals Galitzen and Jagulinfky, and the bri¬ 
gadier gertefals Wolkof and Mamoft’of. This 
tribunal was to examine into the mi [manage¬ 
ment of filch perfons as the fifcal-general 
fhould lay before them, and to pronounce 
fentence on thofe who lhould be found guilty, 
as the nature of their crime deferred, with¬ 
out refped of perfons. The fir ft that was 
dited before this court was prince MenzikofF, 
who pleaded guilty to the charge laid againft 
him, and having fubmitted to the fentence of 

Qi 2 the' 
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book vi the court, delivered up his fword, and went 
to hi § own houfe to remain in confinement till 
his majefty’s pleafure was known; the next 
were the great admiral Apraxin, and his bro¬ 
ther, a fenator and governor of Aftracan, and 
director-general of the falt-works : being all 
three found guilty, they received fentence to be 
difmifled from their employments, and their 
eftates to be confifcated to his majefty’s ufe, 
and themfelves to be fent into baniftiment : 
they were accordingly degraded, and their 
trials published in print. Prince Dolgoruky, 
paymafter-general, was next called upon, but 
he pleaded his own caufe fo well, that he was 
acquitted. Several others were tried and 
found guilty, and when every body expe&ed 
their fentence would have been put in execu¬ 
tion, the czar, in remembrance of their for¬ 
mer merits and faithful fervices, reftored them 
again to his favour, after their paying great 
fums into the treafury. 

Prince Prince Gagarin, governor of Siberia, was 
Ma S c- rm,S next impeached by the fifcal-general, on a 
countable charge for having, by parties of Tartars, he 
behavi- kept for that purpofe, way-laid and robbed 
his majefty’s caravan coming from China, 
whereby feveral men of that detachment fent 
by the laid prince to protect that caravan, had 
been killed, fo that the crime was not only for 
plundering his majefty’s caravan, but of de- 
ftroying the lives of fo many of his innocent 
fubjedts; by which unlawful and wicked 
means, he had accumulated immenfe.riches. 

The 
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The proofs againft him were fo clear, that the 
court fcnt him prifoner to the fortrefs till his 
majefty’s farther pleafure fhould be known: 
upon his commitment, the czar himfelf went 
to the fort, and examining, told him if he 
would make a fair confeflion to him how far 
he was guilty of the crimes laid to his charge, 
upon the faith of his royal word, he would 
pardon him ; upon this, the prince freely con- 
fefled his being guilty of the whole charge 
laid againft him, and figned his confeflion in 
writing. The fenate was ordered to meet 
the next day; prince Gagarin’s confeflion was 
produced, and read before the fenate; and 
then his majefty told them, that he had fully 
pardoned the prince on his making the faid 
confeflion; and that he had convened them 
on purpofe to (hew them that he inclined 
more to lenity than feverity, by which he 
hoped to reform thofe who had been hitherto 
remifs in their duty. Prince Gagarin being 
then brought from the fort into the fenate, his 
confeflion in writing, and figned by himfelf, 
was publicly read before him ; and being afl<- 
cd if he now acknowledged the fame before 
the fenate, he faid that he was innocent of 
the crime laid to his charge ; but the czar had 
frightened him fo much, that he forced him 
to write and fign that confeflion againft his 
will. This declaration confounded the czar 
fo much, that he remained fome time filent, 
and the whole fenators looked amazed: at laft 
the czar faid, that although the prince laid fo 

potorioys 
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book vi. notorious a falfhood to his charge, and prer 
1 fumed fo much on his own innocence, he 
fhould neverthelefs have fair play for his life; 
and then ordered the witneffes againft him 
to be produced : at the head of whom ap t 
peared his own. fecretary, who proved unde¬ 
niable fads againft him. The prince, not 
knowing till then that his fecretary was an in¬ 
former againft him, was fo much confounded, 
that he fell down on his knees, and faid, he 
had been a hardened tinner, and deferved no 


mercy. 

This unaccountable behaviour in prince Ga¬ 
garin, after being fully pardoned, greatly fur- 
prifed every body; tome thought him mad, 
that lie ivas afhamed to confefs to the whole 
world fo publicly, that he had been guilty of 
fuch atrocious crimes, who had always pafted 
for a pious and godly man. He was charita¬ 
ble to a great degree, and the prifoners in Si¬ 
beria loft a very good friend in him ; efpeci- 
ally the Swediih officers, who could not e- 
pough pxtol his liberality to them- On his 
arrival at Peterfburgh, he was very profufe 
with his prefentsf' efpecially to the czarina, to 
whom he gave feme not only curious, but 
valuable; and if was owing to that lady’s pow¬ 
erful interceffion, that he was pardoned at all: 
but after Inch bare-faced infult to majefty it- 
felf, in full fenate, no body durft prefume to 
fay one word in his behalf. 1 The czar being 
exafperated to the hjgheft degree againifl prince 
jefagarin, ordered a gallows, in imitation of 

Hainan's, 
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Haman’s, fifty cubits high, to be eredled be- book vi 
fore the fenate houfe, on which he was hang- 
ed in prefencs of all the fenators, to mold of 
whom he was either related or allied. His 
fentence was to hang till he dropt in pieces 
from the gallows ; but to entice fomebody to 
put him down fooner, the prince put two bags 
with money, in each fide pocket of his bree¬ 
ches : this was prevented by placing a ftrong 
guard every night, to watch the corpfe, fo 
that lie actually hung till the money, with part 
of his limbs, fell down; the money was (hared 
among the foldiers, and the gallows, with the 
remainder of his corpfe, was at laft removed. 

At this time there were feveral more of the More 
late czarowitz’s domeftics, put to death ; as the czar 
Puftinoi, his confeffor $ Affonafief, his mafter ^.onfede- 
of the horfe $ Woinof, his fteward of the rates, 
houfhold j Dubroffky, a gentleman of his bed¬ 
chamber, and four others of his fervants: 
the fir ft four were beheaded, and afterwards 
twifted on wheels $ the reft were knouted. 

On the 15th of January, 1719, Mr. Jeffe- *?'£• 
rios, the Britifli refident at the court of Swe¬ 
den, arrived at Peterfburgh from Stockholm j 
but inftead of bringing any propofals of ac¬ 
commodation, as was expedted, he faid he 
came to demand thofe of the Ruffian court. 

In the beginning of February, baron Ofterman 
was fent from Aland to Peterfburgh, for frefh 
inftru&ions, and the conferences went on in 
the mean time, between the counts Bruee and 
Gullenburgh ; but in the month of April, ba- 
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ron Ofterman was fent to Sweden, to declare* 
»7?9- that un ^ e ^ s they accepted in two months time, 
of the conditions formerly agreed on, they 
muft expert a vifit from forty thoufand pleni¬ 
potentiaries, who would force them to it, 
fword in hand. 

Death of Prince Peter Petrowitz, his majefly’s only 
prince Pe- furviving fon, died on the 6th of May, in the 
|vL, etr ° f° ur th year of his age, to the great grief of 
his father ; his corple lay fome time in ftate, 
and was carried, with great funeral pomp, to 
the church in the fortrefs, where.it was de- 
pofited in the royal burying vaults. 
ferAlex 6 " .^ter this, the great-duke, Peter Alexo- 
owitzwitz, fon of the late czarow r itz, grandfon to 
pade fer- his majefiy, was taken from under the care of 
'taught his governefs (who had educated his mother), 
his exer- & n d was made a ferjeant in the guards, and 
cife and matters were appointed to inftrud him in all 
fign. manner or lciences, I was ordered to attend 
him two hours every day, to teach him the 
• military exercife, gunnery, and fortification: a 
corporal with twenty-four men and a drum, 
mounted as his daily guard ; the duke exercif- 
ed thofe men every morning himfelf, with his 
halbert in his hand, and took great delight in 
it; after the exercife, he always fired three 
brafs cannon, of one pound fhot, which were 
placed before his door for his diverfion. The 
czar came frequently to fee him perform his 
exercifes, and was vaftly pleafed with his 
fprightlinefs and attention; and feeing fome 
draughts and models pf fortification lying on 
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the table, he allied the young prince the ufe book vt. 
and advantage of each particular work, to 
which he gave his anfwer fo readily, and with 
fomuch judgment, conlideringhis years, that 
his grandfather was fo well pleafed, that he 
embraced him moll heartily, and made him a 
prefent of his pi&ure richly fet with diamonds, 
and gave him an enfign’s commiffion in the 
firlt regiment of guards: and finding he had a 
genius far above his age, he ordered feveral 
artifts, as (hip builders, architeds, &c. to wait 
upon him, and Ihew him their draughts, and 
explain them to him. It was very remark¬ 
able that he would not amufe himfelf with any 
kind of children’s play, for when his filler, 
the great-duchefs, propofed to amufe him 
with play, he told her that it became one of 
her fex better than him, for he ought to em¬ 
ploy his time in improving himfelf as became 
a prince. This fort of behaviour made him 
be admired by every body, and filled their 
minds with great expectations from him, as 
he wa6 then the apparent heir to the crown of 
Rufiia. 

The queen of Sweden at lall named baron Negoti*- 
Lilienlled, to fupply the place of the late ba- p° a n c s e f ° e r . 
ron Gortz, at the congrefs of Aland j where newed, 
he arrived in the month of June : but the fruit ' 
death of the king of Sweden, whofe ambition 
had given great umbrage to all his neigh¬ 
bours, had now wholly changed the difpofiti- 
ons of the princes of Europe towards that 
kingdom, The king of Great Britain fent 

lord 
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book vi. lord Carteret, his ambaffador, to Sweden, to 
' conclude a treaty and an alliance with that 
' 7 crown; by which it was agreed that Bremen 
and Verden fhould remain with the king of 
Great Britain, for a million of crowns, and in 
cafe the war w’ith Ruflia continued, Great 
Britain fhould pay Sweden three hundred thorn- 
fand crowns a year, and a£t with her forces 
againft the czar. A fhort time after this the 
Swedes made peace with the king of Prullia, 
on terms fomewhat fimijar, for ceding to his 
maiefty Stetin, and its diftridts: and at the 
fame time the king of Poland had concluded 
a treaty with the ediperor add his Britannic 
majefty. • 

The czar The czar, now finding himfelf forfaken by 
refolves all his allies, was refolved to make a defcent 
niandTt. on Sweden, thereby to force them to a peace, 
ordered ajl his gallics and fhips of war to be 
got ready, and embarked on board his fleet 
40,000 men, under the command of Apraxin, 
his great admiral; w T ith orders to wafte and 
deftroy the coafts of Sweden. The admiral 
Memora- held a council of war at the ifland of Capel, 
feie de- and fhaped his conrfe for the Dalder Ifles, 
Sweden, where he fook feveral prifoners of note; he 
' then went and ruined the copper-mines, and 

burnt the woods, and feveral noblemen’s hou- 
fes thereabouts ; from thence he went to South 
Telle, where he landed fifty cofiacks onhorfe- 
back, who advanced within a league of Stocks 
holm, defeated an out-guard, and brought off 
$1 major and eight men prifoners. v The 19th 
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M July, the fleet arrived at Landfort, having ta¬ 
ken on their paiiage two ihips laden with corn,' 
bound to Stockholm; the g illies, in the mean 
while, were divided into three fquadrons, one 
landed between north and fouth Talle, ano¬ 
ther on the coaft of Gcefle, and the third at 
Nikoping ■, feveral detachments of dragoons 
and Coflacks were landed at Sandmar, who 
burnt and deflroyed all the country near to 
Stockholm. Our fleet, at the fame time, ar¬ 
rived at the mouth of the river of Stockholm, 
where they took five barks laden with provi- 
fions; from thence they proceeded to the north¬ 
ward, where a number of towns and villages 
were deflroyed, efpecially thofe near which 
the raoft confiderable iron-mines of the-king- 
dom lay ; the deftrudion of which was an 
irreparable lofs to Sweden. In fhort, the 
landing the Ruffian troops in fo many different 
places of that kingdom, made it impoffible for 
the Swedifh army to prevent it: no fooner had 
they deflroyed one place of the country, than 
they immediately removed to another. Ac¬ 
cording to the report of the damages fuftained 
jby thefe defeents on the coafts of Sweden, 
they con fi fled in the deftrudiqn of eight towns, 
eleven palaces, one hundred and thirty noble¬ 
men and gentlemen’s hopfes, one thoufand 
three hundred and fixty-one villages, forty- 
three mills, twenty-ljx magazines, two cop¬ 
per mines, fourteen iron T mines, befides alb 
their corn and cattle; and all the inhabitants 
they met with, old and young, of both fexes, 
were taken qnd carried off in tranfports, over 
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book vi. to Finland, to the amount of fixty thoufand 
and upwards, where they were detained till 
the conclufion of the peace. The Swedes, 
relying too much on the promifed fuccours 
from their allies, would not come into 
the meafures that had been agreed on be¬ 
tween the czar and their late fovereign ; the 
czar, therefore, now infilled on keeping all 
Carelia and Keckfholm, over and above what 
he formerly demanded of Sweden: but thefe 
propofitions were reje&ed with fcprn, the 
congrefs of Aland broke up, and the minifters 
retired. 

The Bri- . The Englifii fleet, under admiral Norris, 

ti/h fleet came before Stockholm the 21ft of Auguft, 

late. eight days after our fleet were retired into 
their different harbours. Soon after Mr. Berke¬ 
ley arrived at Aland, with letters from lord 
Carteret and admiral fir John Norris, for his 
majefty, defiring a pafs from count Bruce to 
Peterfburgh; but the count being informed of 
the contents, refufed to fend the letters to the 
czar, nor would he give Mr. Berkeley a pafT- 
port to Peterfburgh, but fent him back with 
an anfwer to lord Carteret, wherein he told 
him, that he found the contents of the letters 
they had fent to his majefty fo fingular, and 
fo little confiftent with the ties of alliance and 
friendfhip, that ftill fubfifted between his cza-r 
rifh majefty and his Britannic majefty, that he 
could not prevail on himfelf to do what was 
defired of him, until he firft received orders 
from the czar, his matter; befides, he was 
pejrfpacjed, his Britannic majefty would not 
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fail to acquaint the czar with his thoughts or book tl 
pretenfions on a matter of fo great importance,'— 
either by letter to himfelf, or by his minifter ' 719 ‘ 
at Peterfburgh ; and therefore, there was no 
occafion to ufe fuch extraordinary ways and 
means. Upon this anfwer, the fieurs Jefferies The czar 
and Weber, the Britifh and Hanoverian mi- dotted 
nifters, received orders to leave the court of ™-'J 1 BrH 
Peterfburgh, a3 did all the Britifh fubjeds to ai ” 4 
quit the Ruffian fervice * on which the czar 
caufed all the Englifh merchants in his do¬ 
minions to be put under arreft, threatening, if 
the Britifh nation made war upon him, he 
would confifcate all their e|fcds, which a- 
mounted to above fifty millions of rubles. 

At this time the Jefuits, thofe pefts of fo- The Je- 
ciety, who had got footing in Ruffia, through fu jP 
the recommendation of the emperor, were 6 ‘ 
now banifhed for intermeddling too much with 
Rate affairs, and ordered to quit the Ruffian 
dominions within four days after having notice 
given them ; as the world was fufficiently ap- 
prifed of ,their dangerous machinations, in 
troubling the political affairs of every country 
they are received into. The padres were now 
in great hurry and confufion, being obliged to 
fet out immediately, leaving their rich chapel 
to the Capuchins, who were the only order of 
the Romifh profeffion that were fuffered to 
remain in Ruffia; and they were tolerated for 
the fake of the Roman Catholics, who were 
numerous in the Ruffian army. 

It came out on the late trial of prince Men- 
zikoff, that Mr. Wefalofiky, his late fecreta- 

r y> 
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4ook vi. r'y, had been principally concerned with thj* 
two Solowiofs, the prince’s agents, in carrying 
on an illicit trade, to the great detriment of 
the nation; the two Solowiofs fullered for their 


crime, and as Wefaloffky was then envoy at 
the Britiih court, he had orders to return 
home, and Mr. Beftuzof was appointed to' 
fucceed him at that court: but as Wefaloflki 
dreaded, hot without reafon', to be brought to 
an account for mal-pra&ices, he thought proper, 
inftead of returning, to write a letter to the 
emperor, in'which he acknowleged his guilt, - 
and that, to avoid his majefty’s refentment,- 
he had changecWiis name, and was refolved to 
return no" more to Ruffia, but to fpend the re¬ 
mainder of his days in fome remote and free 
part of the globe, where he fliould never be 
heard of more: It was, howeyer, generally 
believed, that he married and fettled in En¬ 
gland, aiid was afterwards naturalized there. 
Mr. Beftuzof had not long fucceeded him, be¬ 
fore he difobliged the court of London by a 
•memorial, wherein he reflected on the mini-* 


ftry, for which he w r as ordered to depart the 
kingdom. 

*fhe czar When his majefty went to furvey the forti- 
tiHil fit fic^tions of Revel, in the month of Septem-' 
it Revel, ber, I had orders to attend him : he propofed 
to make that one of the ftrongeft places in 
Europe, and alfo for the equipment of his 
fleet. One day when he w r as Purveying the 
fortifications, and giving orders about the ad¬ 
ditional works he thought neceflary to be 

made. 
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fuade, he was feized with a violent fit of the book vl 
cholic, which threatened his life, but the vi- 
gour of his conftitution got the better of it.' 

He foon after returned to Peterfburgh, where 
he made great preparations for the enfuing 
campaign : by his orders I remained fix weeks 
after he was gone, to draw the plans, and give 
the neeeflary diredipns for ereding the out- 
Works# Notwithftanding the perpetual hurry 
of bufiriefs his majefty was continually em¬ 
ployed in, he did not negled to folaee himfelf 
every evening, when the fatigues of the day 
were over, with fome diverfion or other, es¬ 
pecially aflemblies, which were held every 
evening at the houfes of people of rank, who 
held them by turns* at which meetings he con- 
Verfed very familiarly with all ranks and de¬ 
grees of people,- which made thofe aflemblies 
very much frequented.' 

At my return to Peterfburgh, marfhal General 
Weyde was juft arrived from Olonitz, where Weyde’s 
he had been drinking the mineral waters for and^he 
his health, which, inftead of being of fervice, czar’scon- 
had made him a great deal worfe. His E for 
jefty interefted himfelf fo much m the mar- 
fhal’s recovery, that he went' in perfon every 
day to fee him, and gave Arid charge to the 
phyficians never to leave him, but to ufe their 
tttmoft fkill for his prefervation * declaring, 
that if he died, he fhould lofe the beft general 
and the raoft faithful fervant he had in his 
Whole empire ; and now by much care and 

attention. 
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*ook_vi. attention, the general recovered his health 
tjig. pretty well again. 

The czar had made rnarfhal Weyde a pre- 
lentTome years before of arteftatc in Livonia, 
of the value of twelve thoufarid rubles a year, 
by charter to him and his heirs whatfoever r 
he had only two daughters, the eldeft was 
married to major-general Le Fort, nephew to 
the grand Le Fort, the czar’s peculiar favou¬ 
rite $ and dying foon after, left only one daugh¬ 
ter. The youngeft, and then only daughter, 
being afked in marriage by Mr. Weber, the 
Hanoverian minifter, was refufed, on account 
of his belonging to a foreign court; betides, 
his majefty did not approve of the match. 
Then Mr. Romanzof, adjutant general to the 
czar, made his addreffes, but that was not a- 
greeable to the lady herfelf, as he was a 
Ruffian and of a different religion. The 
marthal, apprehending the czar would infill 
on that marriage, betrothed her again!! her in¬ 
clination, to lieutenant-general Bohn, a man 
the could neither love nor efteem, being of an 
age more like a father than a hufband; the 
grief thereof threw the young lady into a lin¬ 
gering indifpofition. 

Affairs of The czar being now informed, that the 
Sweden, queen of Sweden had refigned the crown to 
her confort, the hereditary prince of Heffe 
Caffel, and that the regent of France had 
paid Sweden fix hundred thoufand crowns of 
arrears, with affurance, that the fubfidies 
fhould be regularly paid in future $ befides one 

million 
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million of crowns they got from Britain for book vi. 
Bremen and Verden, and the ftipulated fubfi- 
dy of three hundred thoufand, while the war 
1 died with Ruflia ; all this made the Swedes 
take frefti courage, and they gave the czar to 
underftand he was not to expedt peace, unlefs 
he gave up all the provinces he had conquered 
from them fince the commencement of the 
war. On the other hand, the czar finding his 
enemy thus largely fupplied with money, fup- 
porled by an Englifti fleet, favoured by the 
king of Pruflia and Denmark, and on the 
point of concluding a peace with Poland, 
while he himfelf was deferted by every ally, 
fent a numerous army into Finland, and en¬ 
deavoured to make himfelf mafter of the 
Bothnick gulf by a large fleet. 7 • 

Early in the fpring 1720, admiral Norris 
arrived in the Sound with a Britilh fquadron; 
and failing from thence, he joined the Swedifli 
fleet before Stockholm ; and the 5 th of March, 
the palatine of Maflovia arrived at Peter- 
iburgh as ambaflador from Poland, inviting 
the czar to enter into a peace with Sweden, 
jointly with Poland ; but the czar had already 
formed his refolution to force Sweden to a 
feparate peace, and to convince the world, 
notwithftanding the powerful afliftance af¬ 
forded his enemy, while he flood by himfelf 
alone, he had 'itftill in his power to command 
his own terms with the Swedes. 

Marfhal Weydc now loft his only daughter, 
who died the day The was to have been married. deaitT' 

R to 
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book vi. to general Bohn, of a broken heart, at being 
obliged to marry fo mu.ch againft her inclina¬ 
tion : her affe&ions had been engaged to Mr. 
Weber, the Hanoverian minifter. Her father 
took the lofs of his only child fo much to heart, 
that he fickened again, and died the 4th of 
June, very much regretted by both their ma- 
jefties, and by all ranks of people; but more 
efpecially by the army, who adored him, 
notwithstanding his ftri& difcipline, for he 
had the art of making them obey his orders 
with pleafure, by his affability in checking 
thofe in private who tranfgreffed againft his 
orders : fo that court-martials and punifhments 
were rare during his command of the army. 
Notwithflanding this lenity, the Ruffian army 
was never under better difcipline, or in finer 
order. The marfhal was born at Mofcow, 
of German parents; had made feveral cam¬ 
paigns in his youth in Hungary, under prince 
Bugene, and was employed by him as one of 
his aid de camps, under whom he always con- 
feffed to have learned the military art. He 
was made a prifoner of war in the year 1700, 
at Narva, and detained at Stockholm till the 
year 1710, when he was ranfomed, and was 
appointed field-marfhal, when count Zere- 
metof died after his march through Poland. 

Ill treat- The marfhal no fooner expired than lieu- 
hi* n fami- tenant general Romantzof came to the houfe 
lj. in his majefty’s name, and fealed up every 
thing in the prefence of general Le Fort and 
me, and then took an inventory of all the 

plate 
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plate and furniture in the houfe, to the great book vi. 
iurprize of the general, who was father to the 
marshal's grand daughter, the only undoubt¬ 
ed heirefi to his great fortune. Upon this 
general Le Fort defired to know, fmce all the 
money, to the amount of fix thoufand ducats, 
was fealed up, how his father-in-law was to 
be buried, as he had no cafh to defray the 
charges. Romantzof then told him, that his 
majefty intended the marfhal’s corpfe fhould 
have a fplendid funeral, and that no coft 
fhould be fpared, and then one of the chefts 
was opened, and ten thoufand rubles taken 
out, which were delivered to me, with orders 
to lay it out as I fhould be direded, by general 
Le Fort, and when that was expended I 
might call for more; keeping an exad account 
of every thing that was laid out, which I was 
to deliver in with the proper receipts and 
vouchers, after the funeral ceremony was over. 

This mal-treatment of Mr. Le Fort proceed¬ 
ed from a refentment in Romantzof, as he ap¬ 
prehended it was owing to Mr. Le Fort, that 
he did not fucceed in his addreffes to the mar- 
fhal’s daughter: and to mortify him ftill more 
effeduaily, he begged and obtained the mar- 
fhal’s eftate of the czar, who refufed him no¬ 
thing, as he wasthep a rifingfavourite; and to 
fatiate his revenge, lord Nerefkin, a near re¬ 
lation of the czar’s, being juft arrived from 
his travels, and wantirig a houfe, Mr. Ro¬ 
mantzof advifed him to purchafe the late 
marfhal's, with all the furniture and plate, 

R 2 which 
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book vi. which was done by appraifement, on an order 
from court; but no part of this eftimated price 
was ever paid, and the heir'efs, then a child, 
had only the few jewels her grand-father left, 
and twelve thoufand rubles for her portion : 
the remainder was generally believed to have 
been applied to Mr. Romantzof’s own ufe. 
In this general plunder I fuffered alfo- the 
marfhal by his will, had left me two hundred 
ducats, his bell fuit of cloaths, and his beft horfe 
with the furniture; I received the money and 
cloaths, but the fine horfe and furniture were 
brought to the czar’s liable, and for which I 
was promifed three hundred ducats, but never 
got any thing. This was chiefly owing to Mrs. 
Le Fort, the general’s fecond wife, to whom 
he was married in Germany: as Ihe had been 
very fevere on Mr. Romantzof’s conduit, he 
refented it in part againft me, as fhe was my 
near relation, although I w r as otherwife very 
much in his favour. 

As this was the firft in fiance of foreigners 
being ufed in fo arbitrary and unjuft a man¬ 
ner, it occafioned much fpeculation among!! 
all ranks of people, efpecially as it happened 
to a man of fo great perfonal merit, and ge¬ 
neral efteem, befides to one who was a ne¬ 
phew and heir to the grand Le Fort, and fon- 
in-law to marfhal Weyde, both great favou¬ 
rites of the czar; fo that after this none could 
think themfelves fecure in their pofleflions. 
This unjuft aition gave me fuch an idea of 
Ruflia, that nothing after could induce me to 

fettle 
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fettle amongft them., notwithftanding all their book vi. 
proffered advancements and advantages. 

The marfhal’s corpfe being embowelled and 
embalmed, lay in Rate twelve days, in a cof- ^j s fune * 
fin under a canopy, dreffed in a white em¬ 
broidered fuii of cloaths, in boots, with a full 
bottomed wig, and the order of faint Andrew 
about his neck. Several ladies and gentlemen 
watched the corpfe every night, which is the 
cuftom of the country. As there was nobody 
in the houfe belonging to the marfhal, but his 
domefties, I fuperintended the whole. The 
lafl night being at fupper with the company 
who were to watch, I took a fancy to frighten 
them, by removing the corpfe into another 
room, and laying myfelf down irr its plate; 
accordingly, when the company were entered 
the room, and feated fome time, I began to 
ftir under the cover that was laid over me, on 
which the company took to -their heels, and 
ran out of the houfe, nordid they return to afk 
what was the matter, but fpread a moft 
dreadful report of the vifion they had feen. 

Next morning crouds came to enquire into the 
wonder of that night, but went away no wi- 
fer than they came: the report reached the 
czar’s ears, who ordered my attendance, and 
demanded of me what the affair was. With¬ 
out the leaft hefitation, I told how it had hap¬ 
pened, before the czarina and the two prin- 
ceffes, which diverted them very much, but 
her majefty thought proper to give me a very 
jfcvere reprimand. 

The 
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book vr. The 16th of June, being appointed for the 
V ”7JC‘^ interment, it was attended with great pomp, 
and the proceffion was conduded in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: 

1. A battalion of the guards, the officers 
in black fcarfs, and the drums covered with 
black. 

2. A harbinger on horfeback, in a mourn¬ 
ing cloak. 

3. A marlhal with a Half, covered with 
black and white crape. 

4. A pair of kettle-drums, covered and car¬ 
ried by twomen in black. 

5. Four trumpets, four hautboys, and two 
balloons, in pairs. 

6. A white ftandard, with the deceafed’s 
coat of arms. 

7. A gentleman on horfeback, in complete 
armour, with a fword in his hand. 

8. A black ftandard. 

9. A horfe in inburning, led by two men 
in black. 

10. A mafter of the ceremonies. 

r 1. A war-horfe with complete furniture, 
led by two officers in their regimentals. 

12. A helmet. 

13. A cuirafs. 

14. A pair of gilt fpurs. 

15. A marlhal’s truncheon. 

16. A fword. 

17. The order of faint Andrew; all thefe 
carried feparately on velvet cuffiions by officers. 

18. 
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i 8. Two officers with their fwords pointed 
to the ground, followed by twenty-four hal- 
bardiers, in pairs. 

19. The corpfe of the marfhal drawn by 
fix horfes, caparifoned with black cloth, each 
led by a groom in black, attended by three 
gentlemen on each fide ; the canopy was fup- 
ported by eight lieutenant-colonels, and eight 
colonels held up the taflels of the canopy ; the 
corners of the pall were fupported by four 
brigadiers. 

20. A marflial. 

21. Mifs Le'Fort, grand-child to the de- 
ceafed. 

22. A colonel’s lady (his niece.) 

23. General Le Fort’s lady ; both thefe la¬ 
dies led by two gentlemen each. 

24. A great number of ladies in pairs. 

25. His majefty, attended by all the gran¬ 
dees and foreign minifters. 

26. The officers of the army and navy. 

27. The proteftant minifters, merchants, 
and burghers. 

28. Another battalion of the guards j which 
clofed the proceffion. 

In this order, they went to the monaftery of 
Alexander Newfky, at three miles diftance; 
minute gdns were fired from the fort, all the 
while till the corpfe was interred, and was 
concluded by three vollies from the two batta¬ 
lions of guards. His majefty, with the reft 
of the company, returned to the houfe of the 
deceafed, where a grand entertainment was 

prepared 
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book vi. prepared for them. Every one of the com- 
'““pany was prefented with a mourning ring, 
of the value of two ducats, with the dates of 
the marfhal’s birth and death engraven thereon; 
near feven hundred of thefe rings were given 
among the company. 

At this meeting, a debate happened be¬ 
tween prince Menzikoff and prince Galitzin, 
abufing each other in a very unbecoming man¬ 
ner. The czar being in the next room, over¬ 
heard them, and fent for Menzikoff, and gave 
him a moft fevere rebuke, telling him he ought 
not to forget himfelf, but confider he was on¬ 
ly of yeflerday, whereas prince Galitzin was of 
the ancient family of the Jagellons, princes of 
Lithuania, afterwards kings of Poland ; and or¬ 
dered him to alk pardon of Galitzin before the 
• whole company, which he was obliged to do. 
The two princes lived ever after in enmity, but 
the family of Galitzin were too powerful to 
fear the refentment of Menzikoff. 

Captain The day after the funeral, Knez Repnin 
Bruce’s was declared field-marfhal, and fending for 
ai attempt me » a & e d if I chofe to be his aid-de-camp. I 
to quit told him I had already ferved under two field- 
marffials in that Ration, and as I had been fo 
vice. er long in that employ, I hoped he would excufe 
me : he took my refufal fo much amifs, that 
he threatened to make me repent it. As I was 
now heartily tired of the Ruffian fervice, I 
thought this a favourable opportunity to alk 
rhy difcharge, which I did next day, by pre¬ 
ferring a memorial. to the czar himfelf: his 

majefty 
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majefty alked me why I wifhed to leave his book vr. 
fervice ? I anfwered, that fince marfhal Rep- 
nin had threatened me, for refilling tO' ferve 
him as aid-de-camp, it would be unfafe for me 
to remain any longer in the army. The czar 
replied, that I was not to be under the com¬ 
mand of the marfhal, and had nothing to ap¬ 
prehend from him. I could not then prefume 
to infill farther on my difcharge, for fear of 
fharing the fate of captain Dean, of the fleet, 
who was fent into banilhment, for laying down 
his commiflion, upon a proclamation by king 
George the Firft, forbidding all Britifh fubjeds 
to ferve in Rulfia •, a copy of which proclama¬ 
tion was given captain Dean, by Mr. Jeffe¬ 
ries, the Britifh minifter. The captain was 
releafed fome time after, and returning to En¬ 
gland, was fent conful to Ollend. 

The czar having appointed me to be a cap¬ 
tain in his own divifion, I got my company 
in the regiment of Allrachan, which was then 
at Revel, to which place I received orders to 
repair diredly, there to infped and forward 
the additional works of the fortification, plan¬ 
ned by his majefty laft year. On my arrival, 
the 24th of July, I found the works well ad¬ 
vanced fince I had left it. I was now billeted 
on the houfe of a merchant in town, who led 
me to a houfe of pleafure he had at the far¬ 
ther end of his garden, which confifted of a 
cellar, a room for fervants, and two rooms 
over them, handfomely furnilhed. The land¬ 
lord feeing me feemingly much pleated w'ith 

my 
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book vi. my lodging, faid he was afraid I fhould be dif- 
turbed with fome noife in the night-time, and 
named an officer of my acquaintance, then in 
town, who had been obliged to leave his houfe 
on that account : ^1 afked him what noife 


could difturb me in a place fo remote from 
other houfes ? He faid it Was haunted by a 
ghoft: I told him, if that was the cafe, I 
eould, upon occafion, ad a ghoft myfeif, and 
as two of the fame profeffion feldom agreed 
under the fame roof, it fhould be my bufinefs 
to diflodge the other : at the fame time I or¬ 
dered my fervants, before the landlord and his 
people, to load their pieces with ball, that in 
cafe of any difturbance, they might be ready 
to go and fire on thofe who made it. Thofe 
orders prevented any difturbance all the time 
I lodged there, and others were not afraid to 
lodge in that haunted houfe after I left it. 

The new About this time the new king of Sweden 
s wed erf an adjutant-general to Peterfburgh, to 

notifies notify to the czar, his acceffion to the throne, 
his accef- by the confent of the queen, his fpoufe, and 
on ‘ the ftates of the kingdom ; and as he had a 
particular efteem for the czar, he wiffied for 
nothing more earneftly, than to conclude a 
firm and lafting peace with him ; to which he 
was ready to contribute every thing in his 
power. The czar anfwered, that he heartily 
gave.the king of Sweden joy on his acceffion 
to the throne, and thanked him for his noti¬ 


fication of it to him ; that he was moft wil¬ 


ling to conclude a lafting peace with Sweden, 

if 
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if his Swedifh majefty would alfo come to a book vi. 
firm refolution on that point. This gentleman 
was detained for fome time at Peterfburgh, 
that he might be an eye-witnefs of the prepa¬ 
rations that were going forward for next cam¬ 
paign, and was . fhewn all the fhips, gallies, 
and troops ; and, after many civilities, was 
difpatched to Stockholm, with the czar’s an- 
fwer to the king of Sweden’s letter. 

The czar, to return the compliment he had 
received from the king of Sweden, fent ad¬ 
jutant-general Romanzof to Stockholm, to fe¬ 
licitate the hereditary prince of HefTe-Caffel 
on his acceffion to the throne, and affine him 
how true an efteem he always had for his per- 
fon; that he earneftly wifhed to find in him, 
the fame inclination to peace that he had him- 
felf. This envoy was received with as much 
fplcndor at Stockholm, as that of his Swedifh 
majefty had been at Peterfburgh ; was carried 
wherever the court went, and was always one 
in every court-party of pleafure ; and after 
fomre ftay there, he returned to Peterfburgh, 
highly pleafed with the honours he had re¬ 
ceived at the Swedifh court. 

In the mean time, our forces in Finland A fecond 
were not inactive ; prince Galitzin advancing lnvaion ‘ 
as far as Aland with his gallies, to attempt an 
invafion on Sweden as foon as the froft broke, 
and before the arrival of the Britifh fquadron 
under fir John Norris, but was prevented by 
the ice: however, it drew the attention of the 
Swedes to that fide, and favoured the execu¬ 
tion 
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book vi. tion of another defign. The prince had or- 
defed brigadier Von Mengden to embark 5000 
men at Wafa, and proceed directly to Uma, 
in Lapland, which he did; took feveral offi¬ 
cers and foldiers prifoners, and burned the 
town, in which were feveral magazines; and 
then penetrating into the country on both 
fides, burnt and deftroyed tw r o gentlemens’ 
feats, forty-one villages, containing above one 
thoufand houfes, feventeen mills, one hun¬ 
dred and thirteen magazines, and other build¬ 
ings ; which done, they returned to Wafa 
loaded with booty, and without fuffering the 
final left lofs. 

The On the 7th of Auguft, the Swediffi vice- 
S t ^ ed ® s admiral attacked our fleet under Ameland, 
fleet with commanded by prince Galitzin ; but they met 
fofs. with fuch a warm reception as made them 
fheer off, with the lofs of four frigates and 
two gallies, one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon, and four hundred prifoners taken, 
befides two hundred men killed, and three 
hundred wounded : the prifoners, &c. were 
afterwards carried in triumph into Peterfburgh, 
at which ceremony both the czar and czarina 
were prefent, which veas conducted with great 
pomp, becaufe no victories were fo much priz¬ 
ed by the czar, as thofe he gained by fea. 

The feafon of the year at length obliged 
admiral Norris to leave the Baltic, where it 
may be faid, he had done much, by fuffering 
the Ruffians to do little. TLc czar not doubt¬ 
ing but the Britilh fquadron would return 

next 
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next year ; and feeing, from the conduct of book vi. 
the Swedes, that they rauft be conftrained to 
fue for the peace they had rejected when of¬ 
fered to them, began early to. prepare for a 
deciflve campaign, by augmenting his navy, 
to put himfelf in a condition to face both the 
Britifh and Swedifh fleets. 

Mr. Stamke, minifter of the duke of Hoi- The czar 
ftein, had been at Peterfburgh, fmce he left ^ ce ^ ve k s 
Aland on the king, of Sweden’s death; and ot^Hoi-' 
had done every thing that lay in his power to int0 
obtain the friendlhip and protection of the f;on rotec " 
czar for that prince, his matter, who waited 
at Breflaw in Silefia, to know the fuccefs of 
this negotiation. The duke of Holftein, be¬ 
ing fpn of the late king of Sweden’s eldeft Af¬ 
ter, claimed a right Jo the crown preferable 
to that of the princefs Ulrica, who was the 
younger After, but now conftdered himfelf far¬ 
ther removed from it, by the reftgnation the 
queen had made of her right to her hufband, 
the prince of Heffe. The czar, commiferat- 
ing the unfortunate circumftances of the duke, 
whom the late king of Sw'eden deAgned for 
his fucceflor, determined to afford him his pro¬ 
tection, and for the ftrft proof of it fent him 
a hundred thoufand crowns, with an invitati¬ 
on to come from Breflaw to Riga. 

The over-flfcal having laid an information Court- 
this w inter againft lieutenant-colonel Graves, 
of the artillery, an Englifhman, for embez- nant -co- 
zling his majefty’s ftores, and felling them to ^" el 
foreign Aiip-mafters, I fat on the court-mar- ra ' es ' 

tial. 



25+ MEMOIRS OF 

book vi. tial. In the courfe of the trial we found the 
1 accufation to be intirely falfe, and proceeded 
from malice, becaufe he refufed the fifcal fome 
ftores he wanted, who had luborned two gun¬ 
ners, as witnelles, againft the colonel, but 
who were both found guilty of perjury, and 
fent to prifon. The fifcal being ill-pleafed 
with our proceedings, complained to the fifcal- 
general of our partiality; and he laid the 
matter before the czar, who ordered the court- 
martial, the accufed, and evidence, to repair 
to Peterfburgh, where the affair was brought 
before a board of general officers; and the li- 
tigioufnefs and villainy of the fifcal appeared 
fo evident, that he and his two witneffes were 
knouted, and banifhed to Siberia. We had 
our travelling expenfes p^id, and returned to 
Revel; but, notwithftanding colonel Graves 
was honourably acquitted, he could never re¬ 
cover the fix months pay for the time he was 
under arreft on his trial, which is fufficient 
evidence of the hardfhip officers labour under 
in this fervice : the plea they ufed was, that 
he had done no duty in that time. The 
colonel was fo much difgufied with this treat¬ 
ment, that he left the fervice without taking 
leave. 

A cur!- At my return to Revel, a comical law-fuit 
k e w_ was commenced between my landlord and his 
r W een brother, both merchants in the towm; the 
two bro- ca f e was : —The two brothers had al- 

>1S ‘ V ways lived at great variance with each other; 
my landlord, who was very rich, was deter¬ 
mined, 
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mined, in cafe he fhould die, his brother book vr. 
fhould not fuccecd him $ he had been married 
feveral years to a very handfome woman, 
without having any children by her; the 
blame whereof he attributed more to himfelf 
than to his wife ; and being refolved that his 
wife, at any rate, fhould have a child, to de¬ 
prive his brother from being his heir, he took 
a lieutenant into his houfe as a lodger, a hand¬ 
fome young fellow, to whom he gave all man¬ 
ner of opportunities to converfe with his wife, 
having before-hand concerted the matter with 
her, by which means fhe foon proved to be 
with-child : fhe then made the gentleman a 
prefent of a purfe with a hundred ducats, de¬ 
llring him, at the fame time, to feek out an¬ 
other lodging, as her hufband was grown 
jealous, and began to fufped her, which made 
it abfolutely neceffary for him to remove, pro- 
mifing, that if he ever flood in need of her 
affiftance, he might depend upon her. The 
gentleman finding her very pofitive, notwith- 
ftanding all his remonftrances, was, at laft, 
obliged to comply, flattering himfelf to find 
frequent opportunities to converfe with her •, 
but in this he found himfelf miflaken, for flic 
fhunned all occafion of ever being alone with 
him. This exafperated him fo much, that 
one evening, when he knew her hufband to 
be from home, he forced his way into her bed¬ 
chamber, and deflred to know why fhe fhun¬ 
ned his company. She very frankly told him, 
that file had cohabited with him, not fromluft, 

but 
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poor vi. but with an intention to have a cl\ild by him 
to inherit her hufband’s eftate, and as file was 
now with child, fhe hoped he would not envy 
its being heir to a- .good eftate j and deli red, 
therefore, he w r ould not be an inftrument in 
defaming her and ruining his own child j de¬ 
firing him to give over any thoughts of en¬ 
joying her any more, fhe being fully determin¬ 
ed againft it. After this fpeech fhe gave him 
a diamond ring, and a purfe with fifty ducats 
and retired, locking herfelf up in another 
room : upon this he w r ent away in a great 
paflion, and in a fit of ill-humour, divulged 
the whole intrigue to fome of his companions, 
who foon fpread it over the town, by which 
means his brother got notice of it, and com¬ 
menced the law-fuit; but the hufband ac- 


Frefli pre- 
] ^rations 

Sweden. 


knowledging the child to be his, the fuit was 
dropt in courfe. 

As the Swedes ftill perfevered in refufing 
peace on the terms that had been agreed upon 
by the late king, the czar was now determin¬ 
ed to compel them ; and for this purpofe aug¬ 
mented prince Galitzin’s army in Finland with 
five battalions and two grenadiers companies, 
from his own divifion, and two other regi¬ 
ments from Revel; we all embarked on board 


the gallies early in the morning of the 9th of 
1 7 2 t - May, 1721, and arrived in the evening at 
Elfingfoo, in Finland, being fifty Englifh 
miles over. • 


Tropofals The Swedifh Monarch had fent Mr. Dahl- 
i "it'for man, his adiutant-general, to the czar, with 
i Inflation propo- 
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propofals for fufpenfion of hoftilities for one book vj. 
year, and, in the mean time to fettle affairs —* 

towards a lading peace; but as the czar had . 
made great preparations for the enfuing cam- [j[ ie h s ° £ 
paign, he would by no means confent thereto. greed t0 - 
He confented, however, to the mediation of 
France, which Mr. Campredon, the French . 
minifter at the court of Sweden, had, in fome 
fort, before propofed. Upon this declaration, 

Mr. Campredon, at the defire of the Swedifh 
court, fet out for Peterfburgh, to know what 
were the propofitions of the czar, and found 
his majefty in the fame mind he was before 
the congrefs of Aland, notwithftanding the 
many advantages he had gained fmce that 
time. Mr. Campredon returned to Stockholm, 
and Newftadt, in Finland, was appointed for 
the congrefs, where the plenipotentiaries met. 

In the month of April, the duke of Hol- 
ftein arrived at Riga, where the Ruffian court 
then refided, and was moft gracioufly received 
by the czar and czarina ; and, at this meeting, 
the foundation was laid of a nearer alliance 
with that prince. Our operations in Finland 
were pnfhed with great vigour : we were no 
fooner arrived at Elfingfoo, than fent, under 
lieutenant-general Lacy, to make a defcent on a third 
the coafts of Sweden; 5000 men, and 370 defcenton 
Coffacs, with their horfes, embarked on hoard Sweden - 
of fifty gallies, were under fail the 27th of 
May, and landed next day near Gevel, on the 
Swedifh coaft, and marched along the coaft to 
Sunderham, and from thence to Uma, which 
is above a hundred leagues. In all that wav 

S we 
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book vr we met with fo little refifiance from the 
Swedes, having, as it feemed, loft their for¬ 
mer bravery, that we had only eleven men 
killed ; whereas they had one hundred and three 
of their’s killed, and we took forty-feven pri¬ 
soners, with one ftandard and four colours, 
two brafs and five iron cannon, three trum¬ 
pets, and ten kettle-drums ; we alfo took and 
burnt fix of their gallies, lately built, with two 
merchant-fhips, and twenty-five other vefiels; 
and burnt and deflroyed a magazine of arms 
and ammunition; ruined a manufactory of 
mufkets, and two iron forges; burnt and de- 
ftroyed thirteen mills, four towns, five hun¬ 
dred and nine hamlets, ninety-eight parifhes, and 
three hundred and thirty-four barns, &c. &c. 
which ob- This deftru&ive expedition alarmed the 
Swedes to fuch a degree, that their plenipo- 
prelfmi- 6 tentiaries at Newftadt had orders to fign the 
naries, preliminaries dire&ly; upon which we receiv- 
clude'the ed orders to reimbark with our detachment, 
peace, and return to Finland, and we arrived at the 
Junfer Sheerin, the 9th of September, where 
the peace was proclaimed. On the 14th, we 
went and joined the grand army, under the 
command of prince Gaiitzin, at Elfingfoo, 
where the peace was celebrated with every de- 
monftration of joy, every one now being in 
hopes of enjoying fome eafe and reft after this 
long deftru&ive war, which had lafted twenty 
vears; but we found ourfelves miftaken, for 
the Swedifh war was no fooner ended than 
another was begun, as will be feen hereafter. 
On the 16th, I was ordered to demolifh the 

fort 
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fort at Elfingfoo, and three thoufand men be- book vi. 
ing employed on that fervice, the materials 
were foon throwrl into the fea, which choaked 
up the harbour, and the fort was fo effe&u- 
aiiy rafed, that not the leaft appearance re- 
mnined of a fort having been on the fpot. 

On the 7th of October, the army embarked The fleet 
on board the gallies, to return to Peterfburgh, 
and general Lacy failed the fame day with the and a 
vanguard, and we followed'him the next with ch!ld re * 
the main body under the command of prince ^gferved. 
Galitzin ; and major-general Von Mengden 
brought up the rear. On the 10th, we were 
overtaken by a violent ftorm, in which we loft 
feveral gallies, and a number of our men; 
we faw feveral wrecks on the rocks, which 
were of general Lacy’s detachment, and met 
a number of feather-beds, tables, chairs, and 
barrels, floating on the fea ; amongft the reft, 
a barrel floating pafled one of the gallies, was 
taken up, and in it was found a child afleep, 
which proved to be the child of a major, who 
with his lady, perilhed in the ftormand, as 
they were both foreigners, the infant was left 
a deftitute orphan without a relation to take 
care of it; but the cafe being made known to 
the czarina, her majefty took care of the 
child. We had feventeen gallies daffied to 
pieces in this ftorm, and feveral hundred men 
drowned. We readied Sand-Ifland on the 
1 ith, and on the 13th Black-Ifland: it was 
ftill blowing frefti with froft and fnow, fo that 
it was with difficulty our men could manage 
the fails, or handle the oars. On the 17th, 

S 2 we 
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book vi. we got to White-Ifland, making our way 
^7^7^ through the fhoals of ice, with a great deal of 
fnow, whereby v* r c were fo benumbed, that we 
were obliged to keep ourfelves in heat by hard 
labour. On the 18th, we got to Beloforof, 
where we refitted our damaged gallies, and 
Fleet ar- on the 20th arrived at Cronflot. We did not 
Peter- R°P here, but proceeded and got into the river 
Cburgh. Neva the next day, where the gallies were col¬ 
lected, and followed each other up the river 
in grand parade, each faluting the fort as they 
paffed, and coming oppofite to the fenate- 
houfe, were ranged at an anchor, in fix lines, 
acrofs the river; and on a fignal made by a 
rocket, we difeharged all our guns and fmall 
arms at one general volley; which was return¬ 
ed' by the fort and admiralty with all their 
cannon: this was repeated three times, and 
the prodigious noife made us all fo deaf, that 
we could fcarce hear for feveral days after. This 
falute being ended, all the officers, above the 
degree of a fubaltern, came afhore, by invita¬ 
tion, to the fenate-houfe, where a grand en¬ 
tertainment was provided for all ranks of peo¬ 
ple, on which occafion numerous fire-works 
were played off, and the entertainment lafted 
till day-break, when the officers retired on 
board the gallies, and brought them to the 
wharfs where they were to be laid up; the 
men debarked, and we were put into winter- 
quarters, hoping now to enjoy our eafe for 
feme time after fo much fatigue and danger. 


Great 
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Great rejoicings were now every where dif- book vi. 
played throughout the empire; nothing was to lJU 
be feen but treats, balls, and mafquerades; 
the prifoners on both fides were fet at liberty 
a general promotion took place both in the ar¬ 
my and navy; our plenipotentiaries were loa¬ 
ded with favours; general Bruce was made a 
count of the empire, and had a prefent of ten 
thoufand rubles given him-, Mr. Ofterman 
was made a baron, and had a prefent of eight 
thoufand; the fecretary got two thoufand; a 
general pardon was given to all thofe whole 
-crimes deferved arbitrary punilhments; and 
all who were under fentence for public debts, 
which amounted to feveral millions, were dif- 
charged. 

On this important occalion, the fenate, with ^ 0 h n e 0 ”^ r 
the grandees, the chief clergy of the empire, his f e - 
and the deputies of the feveral provinces, n*t e . w «l» 
went in a body, and thanked his majefty for ' 0 h f e p^ r 
the fatherly care and unremitted attention, theGreau’ 
with which he had applied himfelf to advance 
the happinefs and profperity of the empire, 
and prayed him that he would be pleafed to 
receive the grateful acknowledgment of his 
faithful people, and accept, after the example 
of other Monarchs, the titles of Father of bis 
Country, Emperor of all the Ruffias, and Peter 
the Great: which titles being offered him by 
all the Rates of the empire, he took feme time 
to confider of it; and after feme deliberation, 
accepted their offer, on which the fenate re¬ 
peated three times, Long ljve Peter the Great , 

! " Father 
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book vi. Father of his Country , and Emperor of all the 
Ruflias ; and the whole affembly teftifled 
their applaufe with the found of trumpets and 
kettle-drums, at the fame time the cannon 
were difeharged from the ramparts of the fort 
and admiralty, and that was followed by a fal- 
vo from the mufketry, of 24,000 foot, befides 
feme battalions of the guards that were drawn 
up before the fenate houfe. His majefty then 
made a fpeech to the fates, and thanked them 
for their loyal addrefs; to which they replied 
by a profound reverence, and thanked his im¬ 
perial majefty for his paternal and gracious 
fpeech, which was followed by a fecond falute 
of cannon and fmall arms, and loud acclamati¬ 
ons of the people; and this falute by a .third. 
The fenate next went in a body and congratu¬ 
lated the emprefs, and the imperial princeffes, 
who very gracioufly thanked them. The em¬ 
peror and emprefs then went to the hall of the 
fenate, where the duke of Holftein waited 
with all his retinue, and with him all the fo¬ 
reign minifters, who, every one congratulated 
their majefties on their entrance into the hall. 
After this ceremony, the company fat down to 
table, where above a thoufand perfons of both 
fexes were entertained; the conduits in the 
ftreet ran with wine; an ox was roafted whole, 
fluffed with fowls, for the populace; and the 
evening concluded with illuminations and fire¬ 
works, which ended thefe rejoicings that had 
now continued fifteen days, to the great fatis- 
fadtion of every body. 


The 
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The emperor having been informed how book vr. 
much his fubje&s fufFered from law-fuits, by 
the avarice of thole they employed, in delay-A wife «- 
ing to’end a procefs, while any money was to j^he'bu- 
be got from their clients, now took the matter finefs of 
into confideratian, and ordained that a fuffici- law ‘ 
ent number of lawyers and attornies fhould be 
employed, and that each of them fhould have 
a handfome yearly falary, for which they 
fhould officiate to all his fubjetfs, in every 
matter of law, gratis; and to prevent one per- 
fon being preferred to another, they were obli¬ 
ged to infert every fuit as it was laid before 
them in their daily regifters, and proceed in 
them according to their dates of entry, with¬ 
out refped of perfons; and whoever fhould 
be found to accept bribe or fee, or dilatory in 
forwarding a procefs at law, fhould be knouted 
and feat to Siberia into perpetual banifhment: 
and whatever fubjedt fhould conceive himfelf 
injured by the judge’s fentence, might appeal 
to the emperor in perfon. This new regulati¬ 
on was highly acceptable to all his majefty’s 
fubje&s, but moreefpecially to the lower clafs : 
and as they had hitherto no written laws, the 
emperor caufed a code to be compofed of the 
civil law, in as plain, fhort, and eafy a me¬ 
thod as poffible, agreeable to the method 
which marlhal Weyde had formerly adopted, 
in compiling the military law; which was 
contained in a finall pocket volume, printed 
in the Ruffian and Germ&n languages, and of 

which 
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^22^1' which every officer had one given him for his 
, 7 ii * inflrudlion. 

Th.- cap. I was now informed from Scotland, that a 
refilled* 111 f ma M eftate had devolved to me there, by the 
]eay c to death of my grandfather’s brother, upon which 
quu ' I begged count Bruce to procure me leave 
from the emperor, to go to Scotland, to fee 
my friends, and fettle my affairs in that coun¬ 
try ; but h ; s majefty told him he intended to 
take me with him upon a certain expedition, 
where he would have occafion to employ me, 
and promifed when that was at an end, I 
Ihould have leave to go to Scotland. 

Trium- The emperor intending to make a triumphal 
phd en- entry into Mofcow, the metropolis of his em- 
Mofcow. P* re > ordered his own divifion, or guards, con- 
fifting of four regiments, or twelve battalions, 
and four grenadier companies, to repair to 
Mofcow, where we were to meet on the 26th 
of December, every one being permitted to 
make the beft of his way to the place of ren¬ 
dezvous, as fuited him •, but this was now at¬ 
tended with great inconvenience to the offi¬ 
cers, having left all our horfes and equipages 
at Revel, which we were obliged to lell at a 
very low rate, and were now hard put to it 
for want of horfes, as the prefent demand 
made them very fcarce, and exceffive dear. 
Upon my communicating my difficulty to 
count Bruce, he gave me fix of his coach- 
horfes, which he intended to have fent away 
before him to Mofcow. By which means I 
fet off by mvfclf the ift of November, but 
* • ... the 
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the froft being not hard enough to carry the book vr. 
weight of the horfes, I found it exceeding bad * 

travelling, and proceeded with the utmolt dif¬ 
ficulty ; the horfes legs foon became fo cut 
fend wounded by the ice, which broke at eve¬ 
ry ftep they made, that it was the 25th before 
1 could reach Novogorod, where I left the ge¬ 
neral’s horfes to be cured of their wounds, 
and fet forward with hired horfes to Serago- 
rod, where I got the 4th of December, and 
joined our regiment who were forming there, 
and we marched from thence in a body on the 
15 th, and arrived near Mofcow on the 26th, 
where we joined the reft of our divifion, and 
were augmented with two field regiments, 
making in all feventeen battalions. 

On the 29th of December, his imperial raa- 
jefty made his triumphal entry in Mofcow, 
in a very fine order; he walked on foot, dref- 
fed in his colonel’s uniform, at the head of 
the fir ft regiment of guards, preceded by a 
company of grenadiers, and a band of martial 
mufic, confifting of a pair of kettle-drums, 
two trumpets, two French horns, eight haut¬ 
boys, and four baftbonsj after the emperor 
walked two lieutenant-colonels, Menzikoff 
and Butterlin, behind them four majors, Ga- 
litzin, Ufupof, Matufkin, and Romanzof j af¬ 
ter them four captains, followed by four cap¬ 
tain-lieutenants ; next followed the colours of 
the fixteen companies of the firft regiment of 
guards, in two ranks; the other regiments 
followed in the fame order; and the balconies, 

windows, 
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book vi. windows, and ftreets through which we march- 
ed, were crouded with fpe&ators innumer¬ 
able. Being arrived at the firft triumphal 
arch, erected in Twer-ftreet, his majefty was 
received with the found of trumpets, and 3 
general difcharge of all the artillery in the ci¬ 
ty, and ringing of bells. When he arrived 
at the fecond triumphal arch, he was compli¬ 
mented by the archbilhop of Novogorod, vice- 
prefident of the fynod, at the head of the fe- 
cularand regular clergy, where he was enter¬ 
tained fome time with vocal and inftrumental 
mulic, performed by young ftudents, in vari¬ 
ous foreign languages, before the duke of Hoi- 
ftein, the fenators, and others of rank. • His 
majefty then proceeded to the third arch, 
eroded by the dire&ions of prince MenzikofF, 
where he ftopta little to gratify the curiofity of 
the populace,, who gave every demonftration 
of their joy. His majefty then continued 
his march towards the fourth arch, ere&ed 
by the magiftfates, when he was received by 
Knez Trubetzkoi, president of the magiftracy, 
and by the whole body of magiftrates, accom¬ 
panied by a great number of eminent mer¬ 
chants-, from thence we proceeded to the 
Inoifemlka Slaboda, which is that part of the 
city where all the foreigners dwell, where we 
were entertained with eating and drinking till 
very late: from whence we went to our re- 
fpe&ive quarters. 

This triumphal entry was fucceeded by fix 
weeks feafting, with balls, mafquerades, and 

other 
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other divcrfions; amongft the many other bookvi. 
fliews that were-exhibited on this occaiion, was 
a little yacht, of fine workmanship, and gild¬ 
ed all over, mounted with twelve fmall brafs 
guns, with colours and pendants flying ; this 
veflel was fet upon a fledge and drawn by 
horfes, in which the emperor and the duke of 
Hoiftein, with others, to the number of twen¬ 
ty, all drefied in feamen’s cloaths, drove for' 
feveral days through the flreets of Mofoow, 
attended by a band of jnufic, from one gran¬ 
dee’s hopfe to another,, where magnificent en¬ 
tertainments were prepared for them $ the 
guns from the yacht firing at every houfe 
where they flopped. All the flreets of the 
city were illuminated every night; and this 
fliew was very pleating to the inhabitants, who 
had never feen any thing like a fhip before ; 
people of all ranks minded nothing but their 
pleafures during the whole time; till a new 
and fudden affair put a flop to all their mer¬ 
riment, which was this : 

On the zzd of February, 1722, a procla- >7'- s - 
mation was made by the found of trumpet, 
requiring every natural-born fubjedt of the 
Ruffian empire, and all foreigners then redd¬ 
ing there, to fwear and fign an oath, “ That 
“ they will acknowledge as fucceflor to the em- 
“ pire the perfon whom his majefty fliould 
“ nominate for their fovereign, after his death.” 

This order flruck a damp on the fpirits of 
every body, when they refledled on the un¬ 
doubted title of the young prince Peter, his 

majefly’s 
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eo °k vi. majefty’s grandfon, and only remaining male 
i; .,_ heir of the imperial family ; who was as pro- 
mifing and hopeful a young prince, as any 
of his age could poffibly be. The order, 
however, muft be obeyed, and was complied 
w T ith by many with a reludant heart, as the 
innocent prince could not help his father’s 
failings. All the officers of our divifion were 
ordered to different parifhes, to adminifter this 
oath and fee it fubfcribed; one of the parifhes 
within the city fell to my lot, which, being 
very numerous, took me no lefs than five 
weeks clofe attendance, from day-light in the 
morning till late at night by candle ; this 
was to me, the moft difagreeable fervice I ever 
performed in Ruffia, as I was fo well ac¬ 
quainted with the excellent temper and ge¬ 
nius of the young prince, having had the ho¬ 
nour to teach him the military exercifes and 
fortification, and to whofe prejudice this oath 
was certainly adminiftered. 
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BOOK VII. 


'The reafonfor the Perfuin expedition.—Embark on the river 
Mofcow.—Nifmi Novogorod.—Embark on the galltes. 

—The Ceremifs Ear tars.—Cafan Tartars.—Manner of 
fifhing in the IVolga.—Kinds of fijb.—Alabafter quarry. 

—Bulgarian Tartars, and the Maiden-Hill.—Kalmuck 
Tartars. — Aftrachan.—Nagayan Tartars.—Short ac¬ 
count of the Tartars in general.—The Eagayan Tartars 
manner of life.—Defarts near Aftrachan rich -with fait. 

—Fruits at Aftrachan.—The Banyan woman’s burning 
herfelf at her hujband's death.—The inhabitants of In¬ 
dia.—The Banyans. 

A FTER this point was fettled, the empe- book vtt. 

ror made preparations for an expedition 
to take fatisfadion for the injuries he had re- re¬ 
ceived from the rebel Perfians, bordering on theVerfi- 
the Cafpian fea. Mr. Wolinfky, whom his an expc- 
majefty had fent ambaffador toMyr Maghmut, dltl0n 
the ufurper, w T as juft returned from Perfia, 
with a very unfatisfadory anfwer. The peo¬ 
ple about mount Caucafus, on the weft fide of 
the Cafpian, had taken Schamachi, in the pro¬ 
vince of Shirvan, and put three hundred Ruf¬ 
fian merchants to the fword, who were there 
on their mercantile affairs, and feized their 
effeds to the amount of above a million of 
rubles: the Ruffian caravan from China had 
been treated in the fame manner by the Uf- 

beck 
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book vh. beck Tartars, who were in alliance with the 
l?ll ufurper; and the inhabitants of Androfika, 
near the borders of Ruffia, had made fre¬ 
quent inroads on the Ruffian territories, and 
pillaged, burnt, and deftroyed, every thing 
they met with, and carried off a great num¬ 
ber of people, of both fexes, into llavery. 
Mr. Wolinfky, who had been fent to de¬ 
mand fatisfadfion for thefe infults, returning 
without being able to obtain the leaft fatisfac- 
tion, determined the emperor to leek redrefs 
by force of arms, and to command the expe¬ 
dition in perfon. While this was in agitation, 
there arrived three fucceffive expreffes from 
Chach Hnffein, the dethroned monarch of 
Perfia, imploring his majefty’s aid and affi- 
ftance againft the ufurper, on conditions too 
advantageous for fo wife a prince to negledf, 
and which haftened forward the expedition. 

Embark When the emperor firft refolved on this ex¬ 
on the ri- pedition, he gave orders for building at Nifni 
cow. Vlof Novogorod, a fufficient number of gallies and 
flore-fhips to carry 30,000 of his regular troops 
down the river Wol'ga to Affrachan ; and hav¬ 
ing now fettled how the affairs of government 
were to be conduced in his abfence, we em¬ 
barked on the river Mofcow, for our expediti¬ 
on into Afia, on the 26th of April. In going 
down the river, we had a fine view of orie of 
the moft fertile and plea-fant countries in 
the world. On the 3d of May, we arrived 
before the town of Columna, which is one 
hundred and eight werfls by water from Mof- 

cow, 
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cow, but not half that distance by land; it is bookvh. 
a town of considerable Size, environed with a 

' I ytX. 

Stone wall and towers, and is a biShop’s feat. 

Here the river Mofcow falls into the Occa, 
which coming from the fouth, is not only a 
much larger river, but has on its banks a no¬ 
ble country, very populous and fruitful; and 
the vaft number of {lately oaks on both its 
Shores, renders it one of the moft delightful 
countries in the world. The city of Wolo- 
dimer {lands between the Occa and Wolga, 
and is Situated in the moft fertile country in 
all Mofcovy ; it was for a considerable time 
the residence of the great dukes, till the im¬ 
perial feat was transferred to Mofcow, Since 
which it is much decayed. To this province 
are annexed the two Tartarian principalities 
of CaSTmou and Mordwa; the capital of the 
firft is CaSTinogorod, Situated on the right of 
the river Occa, ftirrounded with a great many 
villages and monasteries, which Stand moft 
pleafantly among the woods. The chief city 
of the fecond is Moruma, which ftands on 
the left of the Occa, which here receives the 
Stream of the Clefna, which comes from Wo- 
lodimer. Two unfortunate accidents befell 
us here ; a foldier loft his leg by a cable at the 
letting go an anchor, and a foldier’s wife was 
fqueezed to death between two velfels, having 
fallen down in Stepping from the one to the 
other. 

On the 25th of May, we arrived before N;r«i Na 
Nifni-Novogorod, feven hundred and fifty V0 2 arai - 

verfts 
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book vu. werfts from Mofcow. This city is built at the 
conflux of the two great rivers Odea and Wol- 
ga ; the Wolga is, at the junction of the two 
rivers, four thoufand five hundred geometrical 
feet wide. This river hath its rife from a lake 
called Wolga, in the province of Rofhovie, 
and is, without doubt, the largeft river in 
Europe, being from its fource to the Cafpian, 
into which it falls, above two thoufand nine 
hundred werfts long; but from its fource to 
this city, running for above four hundred 
werfts through the fouthern parts of Mofcovy, 
it has but an indifferent ftream, and touches 
upon few places of note. This city received 
its name from the famous city of Novogorod, 
the inhabitants of which were, by order of 
the tyrant Ivan Bafilowitz, tranfported to this 
place; it is furrounded by very ftrong ftone 
walls and towers, and the fuburbs are larger 
than .the city, being near three miles in cir¬ 
cumference; it is inhabited by Tartars, Ruf¬ 
fians, and Dutch, moft of them merchants; 
the Dutch have a Proteftant church here. 

All the army deftined for this expedition 
were affembled here in one body, and em¬ 
barked in the new gallies built here; and as 
they were but fmall, fixteen of them were al¬ 
lotted to each regiment, which, with a great 
many ftore and hofpital (hips, made a very 
numerous fleet. The emperor and emprefs 
arrived here the 27th, in a fine yacht, built 
for them at Mofcow. His majefty’s birth day 
being on the 30th, the army was drawn up iu 

order 
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order on the fhore, and after firing three vol- book vit. 
lies, went all again on board the gallies ; in ' 
firing the guns on board his majefly’s yacht, 
one of them burft, and killed a grenadier on 
fentry, and wounded one of the maids of ho¬ 
nour fo dangeroufly, that file died in a few 
hours. On this occafion, a grand entertain¬ 
ment was prepared in the city, for their ma- 
jcftics and all the field officers, by Mr. Stro- 
genof, a merchant, reputed to be a man of 
the moft extenfive trade and riches, of any 
merchant in all Ruffia. He fent plenty of 
beer and brandy on board the gallies for the 
foldiers ; and at the conclufion of the enter¬ 
tainment, the emperor created Mr. Strogenof 
a baron. Their majefties went on board the 
yacht the fame evening, and let out before us 
on their paflage to Aftrachan, to fee every 
thing prepared that tvas neceffary for the ex¬ 
pedition over the Cafpian, but the fleet was 
detained fome days in getting all things ready. 

There was here a Capuchin friar, who had 
been a captain in the Swifs fervice; but hav¬ 
ing killed an officer in a duel he turned 
Capuchin, and was now in his way as miflio- 
nary to Perfia: underftanding he was to 
preach, curiofity led me to accompany fome 
officers of the Romifh perfuafion, to hear 
him, and his difeourfe far exceeded our ex¬ 
pectation. After he had ended his fermon, 
headdrefled himfelf to his audience, defiring a 
paflage to Aftrachan-, but, notwithftanding 
there were then prefent, feveral field-officers 

T of 
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book. vn. of his own perfuafion, none of them had the 
civility to make him the offer, at which he 
appeared much concerned. After all the 
officers were gone out, I went up and told 
him, if he would accept of a paffage from a 
heretic, he fhould be very welcome to a fhare 
of my cabin, which he very thankfully ac¬ 
cepted; and I muft acknowledge, I. never tra¬ 
velled with a more agreeable companion, who 
afterwards, upon all occafions, fhewed his ut- 
moft gratitude. When we arrived at Aftra- 
chan, he fucceeded to one of the fraternity, 
who was lately dead, and fettled there, which 
was a happy circumftance for this friar, con- 
fidering the convulfed Rate in which Perfia 
then was. 

On the ioth of June, our fleet fet out un¬ 
der the command of admiral Apraxin. We 
found vaft quantities of afparagus, growing 
wild on the banks of the river in great per¬ 
fection, occafioned by the overflowing of its 
waters from the melting of the fnow in the 
fpring. On the nth we arrived at Bafiligo- 
rod, on the right fide of the Wolga, built by 
the tyrant of that name, as a frontier place 
againft the incurfions of the Tartars called 
Ceremiffes; but fmce the Ruffians have ex¬ 
tended their conquefls over the Tartars on 
that fide, all the way to the Qafpian fea, this 
place lias been much negleCted, and now only 
-refembles a large village. 

The Ceremifie Tartars inhabit both fides of 
the Wolga,. from hence to the kingdom of 

Cafan. 
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Ca fan. They are a people barbarous, trea-i 
cherous, and cruel, living by robberies; their 
food is wild-fowl, fifh, and honey, with plen¬ 
ty of milk, which their paftures furnifh them 
with, and they eat the flefh of their horfes 
and cows, when they die of their own accord, 
for they never kill any for themfelves: they 
have no houfes, but moft wretched huts. 
Thofe on the right fide of the river are called 
Nagarin, or Mountaineers, and thofe inhabi¬ 
ting the left, are called Lugoivi, from their 
meadows, which fupply them on both tides 
of the river with hay : they are all heathens, 
uiing neither circumcifion nor baptifm ; they 
give a child its name from the firfl; perfon they 
meet that day fix months after its birth; they 
acknowledge an immortal God, the author of 
all good, who ought to be adored, but ridicule 
the immortality of the foul although they 
believe not in a helf yet they dread the devil 
as the author of all pnisfortunes, and therefore 
they pretend to appeafe him with facrifices : 
when they offer a facrifice to God, they kill 
a horfe, cow, or fheep, and extend its fkin on 
a high pole, which they implore to intercede 
for them with God, that he may incrpafe the 
number of their cattle. They have a high ve¬ 
neration for the fun and moon, as the authors 
of the productions of the earth. They make 
ufe of no churches, priefts, or books: poly¬ 
gamy is ufed among them, fo as to marry two 
or three fitters at a time. Their women and 
maids are all wrapped up in a piece of white 
T 2 coarfe 
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book vn. coarfe doth, and fcarce any thing to be feeri 
but • their faces; the men weair a long coat 
made of linen cloth,- under which they wear 
breeches: they all (have their heads ; the 
young men that arC unmarried, leave a trefs- 
of hair to hang down their back by way 
of diftin&ion. Their language is peculiar ta 
themfelves, having no refemblance to that 
of other neighbouring Tartars, or with the 
Turkifh or Ruffian; although fome of them 
that are converfant with the Ruffians have 
attained fome knowledge of their tongue. For¬ 
ty werfts diftant from Bafiligorod, is the town 
of Kafmademiunfki, fituated at the foot of a 
hill on the right tide of the river, the whole 
country thereabouts being as one continued- 
foreft of elm-trees, of an extraordinary com- 
pafs. Forty werfts farther down the river, 
on the fame fhore, ftands the town of Sabak- 
zar, the moft pleafant of any in thofe parts, 
from its fituation. Twenty-five werfts lower, 
and having paft three fmall iflands on the left 
fide of the river, we come to the town of 
Kockfhage. On the fame fide, fome werfts 
lower down, ftands the town of Suiatfki, 
built on the afcent of a hill; the caftle and 
churches are of ftone, the reft of the build¬ 


ings and fortifications are of wood. 

Cafan Going from this in the night, towards the 
Tartars, river Cafanfki, my vefiel fprung a leak, and 
was very near being loft before we difcovered 
it : We got afhore with the utmoft difficulty, 
and having cleared the vefiel of water, and 

flopped 
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flopped the leak in the beft manner we could, 
we flood up the river Cafanlki, to the city of 
Cafan, feven werfts from the Wolga, and there 
I got my veflej repaired. This city is very 
large, and fluids in a fertile plain, on the left 
fide of the Wolga; its houfes and fortificati¬ 
ons are of wood, but the caftle and its works, 
which confift of four baftions and a good mar 
ny towers, are of ftone ; the river furround¬ 
ing it, feryes for a ditch. The garrifon con- 
fifts of Ruffians only, under a governor, but 
the city is inhabited by Tartars and Ruffians, 
who have their own governor. The kings of 
Cafan, in former times, maintained very 
bloody wars with £he Ruffians, and frequently 
.laid them under contribution, bringing com¬ 
monly an army pf fixty thoufand men into 
the field $ but they were at laft fubdued by 
Ivan Bafilowitz, in the year 1552, and the 
royal farpily brought prifoners to JVlpfeow, 
where their pofterity ftill remain, the chief 
whereof is called the Cafanlki czarowitz to 
this day. It is to be obferved that the courfe 
of the river Wolga, from Mofcow to Cafan, 
js eaft; and from thence to the Cafpian, is 
fouth. The kingdom of (pafan lies on the 
left fide of the Wolga, and its inhabitants live 
all in houfes, and fubfift by agriculture : they 
fupply the fouthern provinces with all forts 
pf provilions, and by this means they are the 
moft civilized of all the Tartars. They are 
partly Mahometans, but moft of thofc who 
inhabit cities and towns, are of the Greek 

churph* 
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bookvii. church; they are forbid, under fevere punifli- 
menl, to enter within any of the'fortifications. 
They are bounded on the fouth by the Tar¬ 
tars of Bulgaria, and on the north by thofe of 
Siberia. 

Having got my galley repaired. I departed 
from Cafan on the 17th of June, but did not 
overtake the fleet again till we arrived at Af- 
trachan, as they made no flop by night or 
day. About fixty werfts below Cafan, the ri¬ 
ver Kama falls iftto the Wolga-on the left 
fide ; and thirty werfts below that, the river 
Zerdick alfo falls in; and at thirty werfts dif- 
tant from thence, on the right fide of the ri¬ 
ver, ftands.the town of Tetus, refembling, 
by its difOrderly buildings, rather a great vil¬ 
lage than a town. Twenty-five werfts below 
that, on the oppofite fide, the river Utka falls 
in, which rifes near the city of Bulgar, the 
capital of the Tartarian kingdom of that 
name. Some werfts lower is an ifland called 
Staritzl, fifteen werfts long; and not far be¬ 
low that, ftand the ruins of a confiderable 
city among the Tartars, called Urenefkora, 
deftroyed by Tamerlane ; it is moft delight¬ 
fully fituated, and famous this day for the fe- 
pulchre of one of their faints, to whom they 
pay great devotion. 

A good many werfts below this, on the right 
fide, are likewife to be feen the ruins of two 
other great cities, not far diftant from each 
other ; pleafantly fituated near the banks of 
the river: the firft was called Simberfka, the 

fecond 
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fecond Arbuchim ; they were likewife deftroy- 
ed by Tamerlane. Here I overtook three 
gallies and one ftore-lhip; they had loft three 
of their anchors, and had three foldiers and 
one gunner drowned. Being the fenior offi¬ 
cer, I took them under my command, and 
this meeting made the remainder of the voy¬ 
age fo much the more agreeable, as there were 
fome officers ladies and a band of mufic on 
board the ftore-ftiip, paffing our time with 
dancing in the evenings, and with lilhing and 
fowling by day, both kinds being of the beft 
fort in great plenty; .all forts of butchers 
meat, and other kinds of provifions, we bought 
for little or nothing, and as we had good ftore 
of all forts of liquors on board our velfels, 
we palTed our time all together in the ftore- 
fhip, where we were not ftraitened for room, 
very agreeably. 

The Wolga, hereabouts, . is full of fmali 
iftands and fand-banks, lying fcattered up and 
dowil on both lhores, which render the paf- 
fage very difficult, and at certain feafons im¬ 
practicable for velfels of great burthen, who are 
obliged to go for the molt part, in the months 
of May and June, when, by reafon of the 
fnow melting, and rivers which fall into it be¬ 
ing thawed, its waters fwell to fo great a 
height, that boats can often pafs over the 
fmaller illands. This river contains prodigi¬ 
ous ftore of filh of all forts, and which are a 
valuable commodity in Mufcovy, on account 
of their numerous fall days, which both Tar¬ 
tars 
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book vii. tars and Ruffians catch with a cord, but in A 
different manner. The Tartars take a long 
Mannerof rope, to one end of which they fallen a large 
tiie VVol- ^ one > which finks it to the bottom, and to 
&a. the other end they fallen feveral large pieces 
of wood, which float in the water; all along 
this rope, and at fome dillance from each 
other, they fallen many fmall cords, with a 
hook at the end of each, baited with a certain 
fmall filh, which the large ones are fond of; 
they lay feveral of thefe ropes acrofs the river 
every evening, and take them up in the morn¬ 
ing, and feldom mifs a filh of one kind or 
other on every hook, fome of them ten, twelve, 
or more, feet long. The Ruffians alfo ufe a 
rope, and fallen a baited hook to the end of 
it, and have alfo their fmall cords baited with 
fmall wooden filh, tinned over, which, being 
dragged behind a boat, by the reflection of the 
fun, refemble the fcales of filh, by which 
means they draw up filh of a very great fize, 
to the bait. Among the great variety of filh 
Kind* of with which this tiver abounds, the llurgeon is 
U1 ' none of the leall confiderable, whofe eggs af¬ 
ford what the Ruffians call Ikari, and we Ca¬ 
viar : the beluga, or white filh, deferves alfo 
to be mentioned ; they are from five to fix 
yards long, and thick in proportion; thev 
Iikewife make caviar of the eggs, or roc of 
this filh, which is of a clear grey colour, lar¬ 
ger and more delicious to the talle than thofe 
of the llurgeon, but not fo fit for exportation, 
as they cannot find cut the method ^o pre- 

ferve 
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ferve them : the roes of the flurgeon are black book\ U 
and i'inall, and after ten or twelve days pre- 
paration in fait, are put up in a pafle and 
tranfported to all parts of Europe : this com¬ 
modity afror ’s a confiderable trade to Ruffia. 

Befides the flurgeon and beluga, it yields alfo 
the ofotrin, another very large fifh, very fat, 
and delicious : this river alfo abounds with 
falmon, flerlitz, a moft delicious fifh, and in¬ 
numerable other forts too tedious to mention. 

Going down the river we met feveral ftruf- 
fes, or flat-bottomed veflels, carrying fiom 
eight to nine hundred tons, which go loaded 
from Aftrachan to Mofcow, with fait, fifh, 
caviar, and all forts of Indian and Perfian 
goods ; they feldom carry lefs than two hun¬ 
dred men, on account of the laborious work 
they have to undergo, in going up againft the 
flream when the wind fails them, which is 
often the cafe ; and where the fhore is rough, 
they fend their boats a-head with warp an¬ 
chors to a confiderable diftance, one after ano¬ 
ther, by which means they warp themfelves 
up againft the flream very expeditioufly; the 
men running with the warp-rope on their 
fhoulders, relieving each other by turns: where 
the banks are plain and even, the people are 
fet to tow her. 

Near the ruined city of Arbuchim, v^s a 
ftone ten yards long, and fix broad and re:o, 
funk in the ground ; on the upper fid. was 
an infeription in the Ruffian langur 1:- 

fving, whoever lifted this ftone v.~ ii.cuid 1 : 


rewa. 
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book vji. rewarded for his pains; feveral of the inha- 
bitants aftembled and turned it up, and found 
another infcription on the reverfe fide, “ Fools, 
“ what do you feek ? there is nothing laid here.” 

From hence we came to a village called 
Tenefowa, where there was a fine alabafter 
.Alabafter quarry, of which I took three large pieces, 
quarry, and put them in the ftore-fhip, to (how them 
to his majefty. On the 20th of June, we ar¬ 
rived at Samara, on the left fide of the river, 
a town belonging to the kingdom of Bulgar; 
the river Samar, from which it takes its name, 
falls into the Wolga here, and is above three, 
hundred werfts from Cafan. The form of Sa¬ 
mara is fquare, and the fortifications and build¬ 
ings are all of wood, except the churches and 
monafteries. The garrifon confifts of a number 
of regular troops and CoITacks under a governor. 
Bulgarian The life and manners of the Bulgarians, are 
andthe’ muc b the fame with thofe of Cafan. Not far 
Maiden- from this place, and near the river Ulfa,- Hands a 
hl1 '' remarkable hill, called Dewitza-Gora, or the 
Maiden-hill, of which they relate many fabulous 
Ilories that are not worth repeating. It was for¬ 
merly the rendezvous of a body of Cofiack rob¬ 
bers, who, from its .top, could fee a confider- 
able diftance both up and down the river, and 
were thereby enabled to intercept and rob 
fiuch velfels as they thought proper; but at 
this time it was converted into a convent of 
monks. The hill is in fhape like a fugar-ioaf, 
with an eafy afcent winding round it to the 
top; and at fmall diftances on this winding 
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road, are cells containing one monk each ; at 
the top is the dwelling of their fuperior, whole 
houfc, as alfo the chapel, is built of w’ood, 
on a fpacious flat piece of ground •, from hence 
is one of the moll beautiful profpeds I ever 
faw. By the Tides of this winding road, from 
the bottom to the top, large pine trees ftand 
at fuch regular diftances, as if they had been 
planted on purpofe ; and have a moil pleating 
effect to the eye. At a fmall diftance from, 
hence, rifes another hill, which reaches near 
forty werfls along the river, and the vallies 
between are ftored with apple-trees, which 
yield plenty of cyder, which the Ruffians call 
yablona quas. Some of thofe mountains run 
a long way into the country. In this moft 
delightful voyage, we found great convenience 
from the pinnaces belonging to the gallies, 
from fix to ten oars each, which enabled us 
to gratify oUr curioflty, without hindering our 
vcflels from proceeding on their voyage. 

On the 27th of June we got to Saratof, fe- 
venteen hundred and eighty werfls, by water, 
from Mofcow ; here we caught two large ftur- 
geon, and a beluga, or white-fifh, fix yards 
long, and thick in proportion; thefe three 
lilh were a fufHcient meal for all the people 
on board the five vcflels. The city of Sara¬ 
tof is fitnated on a very large plain, about 
i uir werfls from the main river, on a branch 
of the VVolga ; it is inhabited, or rather gar- 
rifoned, bv a great number of Ruffian foldiers 
and Coflacks, who are put here as a guard 

againft 
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book vii. againft the incurfions of the Kalmuck Tartars, 
, ?li . inhabiting a vaft territory, lying between the 

Kalmuck Wplga and the river Jaick, toward the Cafpi- 
srtars ' an fea, and poflefs the left fide of the Wolga, 
from hence near to Aftrachan, in all which 
immenfe trad there is not fo much as one An¬ 
gle houfe to be feen, as they all live in tents, 
and remove from one place to another in quell 
pf pafturage for their large herds of cattle, 
confifting of horfes, camels, cows, and ffieep; 
they neither fow, nor reap, nor make hay for 
their cattle, fo that they live without bread, 
or any fort of vegetable; and in winter their 
cattle fare as other wild beafts. Their food is 
flefh, (efpecially that of horfes), fiffi, wild-fowl, 
and venifon, and they have a great plenty of 
milk, butter, and cheefe} but mare’s milk is 
the moll efleemed among them, and from it 
they make a very ftrong fpirit, of which they 
are very fond ; it is as clear as water, but I 
could never learn how it is made. The Kal¬ 
mucks are divided into a number of hordes, 
or clans, every one under their own particular 
chan, and all of thofe acknowledge the autho¬ 
rity of one principal chan, who is called Ot- 
chicurty-chan, or the king of kings, and who 
derives his pedigree from the great Tamerlane. 
He is a very potent prince, and lives in great 
fplendor ; is formidable to all the neighbouring 
Tartars, and to the Ruffians themfelves, who 
are obliged to keep confiderable garrifons on 
the right-fide of the river, all the w-ay from 
Saratof to Aftrachan to prevent their excurfi. 
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ons, as the Kalmucks are in poffeffion of the book vii. 
oppofite fhore, and are alfo under the neceffity ^'’7^7'"’ 
of furnifhing the Nagayan Tartars about Aftra- 
chan with arms to defend themfelves, in the 
fumrae r, againft the incurfions of the Kal¬ 
mucks, who formerly ufed to come every fum- 
mer td ravage the country of the Nagayans 
about Aftrachan, but fince they have been 
made fenfible of the efte&s of the fmall arms 
and cannon now put in their hands by the 
Ruffians, they content themfelves with coming 
once a year .to the great plains of Aftrachan 
for the conveniency of food for their cattle, at 
a feafon when their more northern poffeffion9 
are quite deftitute of it. This is commonly 
done with no lefs than one hundred thoufand 
men, and they rarely return without having 
received their accuftomed prefent of bread, 
brandy, and tobacco, from the governor of 
Aftrachan. 

There is no doubt but the Ruffians are 
powerful enough to curb the infolence of thefe 
vagabonds, were it not for the confideration 
of a benefit arifing from the traffic for their 
furs and hdrfes, which they bring every year 
in great abundance to Aftrachan; and alfo for 
the fervice they are of to the Ruffians in their 
wars with the Turks and Crim-Tartars, be¬ 
ing accounted the moft alert at pitching and 
removing their tents of any people in the 
world, which they are accuftomed to by their 
conftant incurfions to fome or other of the 
neighbouring countries. It is principally from 

thiv 
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fook vii. this view that the Ruffians looked upon it as 
a. piece of policy rather to allay their fierce- 
nefs by fome prefents, which, however, by 
continuance of time, they now demand as an 
obligation, than to engage in a war a gain 11 a 
multitude of vagabonds who have fo little to 
Jofe •, having neither houfe nor fixed refidence 
in ail their dominions, but live the year round 
in tents covered with felts, in which, how r - 
ever, both for neatnefs and conveniency, they 
far exceed all the neighbouring nations, even 
thofe who live in fixed habitations. 

The Kalmucks, as well as the other nations 
qf Great Tartary, are Pagans. As to thpir 
perfons, they are of a low fiature, and gene¬ 
rally bow-legged, occafioned by their being fo 
continually on horfeback, or fitting with their 
legs below them ; their, faces are broad and 
flat, with a flat nofe and little black eyes, di- 
ftant from each other like the Chinefe ; they 
are of an olive-qolour, and their faces full of 
wrinkles, with very little or no beard; they 
fhave their heads, leaving only a tuft of hair 
on the crown. The better fort of them wear 
coats of fluff or filk, above which they wear 
a large, wide, fur coat of fiheep-lkins, and a 
cap of the fame : in time of war, they co¬ 
ver their head and body with iron net-work, 
which they call a pantzer, the links of which 
are fi> clofe, that it is proof againft any kind 
of weapons except fire-arms, as a bullet will 
break it, and generally carries fome broken 
pieces into the wound, which makes them 

fland 
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Rand in great awe of fire-arms. Their only book vii. 
weapons are the fcymitar, lance, and arrow 5 
but they are coming into the ufe of fire-arms, 
which, in time, will make them more formi¬ 
dable. Their cattle are large, and their flieep 
are of the large!! kind, having great fat tails, 
weighing from twenty-fix to thirty pounds ; 
their ears hanging down ljke our dogs, and 
inftead of wool they have foft curled hair, fo 
that their ikins are all converted into fur coats. 

Their horfes are but fmall and of a bad fhape, 
but fwift, hardy, and ftrong, and many of 
them pace naturally, and trot at an incredible 
rate. They eat the flefh of camels, cows, 
and flieep, but univerfally give the preference 
to that of the horfe. 

They are, in their own way, the happiefi 
people on the earth, being fatigued with no 
kind of labour, but diverting themfelves with 
fifliing and hunting ; and I can conceive no¬ 
thing preferable to their way of living in the 
fummer : but in winter they are obliged to 
crofs the river, and live on the bare plain of 
Aftrachan, where their only firing is the dried 
dung of the cattle, and the cattle themfelves 
flarving on the fcanty produce of a barren de¬ 
fart. Here they remain till the fpring, when 
their former habitation, on the eaft fide of the 
river, is overflowed for near a month to a 
vaft extent by the melting of the fnow, and 
their country appears one continued fea over¬ 
grown with trees : as foon as this fubfides, 
they return with great joy, fwimming their 

loaded 
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rooKvri.loaded camels and cattle over the river, where 
the intervening iHands make their paflage 
eafieft. It is to be obferved, that the Kal¬ 
mucks, when they go upon any expedition, 
have no regard either to bridges or boats; 
they no fooner come to a river than in they 
plunge with their horfes, and Aiding from 
their backs hold fait by the manes till they 
get over, and then immediately mount again, 
and fo proceed. But to return to our paflage 
down the river. 

The 2d of July we arrived at Kamufinfld, 
which is a well fortified town, fituate on the 
river Kamus, and has a numerous garrifon of 
foldiers and Coflacks. A canal was begun 
here to, make a communication between the 
rivers Wolga and Don, or Tanais, and after 
being greatly advanced, was at laft found im¬ 
practicable by the vaft quantity of hard rock 
lying in the way, which could only be remov¬ 
ed by blowing at fuch an immenfe expence of 
lime and treafure, that the attempt was dropt. 
Oppofite to Kamus, a branch of the Wolga 
points its courfe into the country, north-eaft, 
one werft, quite contrary to the current of 
the great river; but afterwards refuming its 
former courfe, returns to the fouth-eaft, and 
continues in that direction, till it falls into the 
Cafpian fea. About forty miles from this, and 
at a fmall diftance from the river-fide, are to 
be feen the ruins of a great city, formerly 
called Czarefgorod, built,' as is related, by 
Tamerlanc: its palace and walls were all of 

brick. 
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brick, and have fervcd the city of Aftrachan bookvu. 
with materials, thefe many years, for build- 
ing their walls, churches, and monafteries. 

The 4th of July, we came before Czaritza, 
which is fortified with feveral baftions and 
towers, but all of wood, and inhabited only 
by foldiers and Coffacks. All about here, 
and even as far as Aftrachan, the ifland of Zer- 
pinfko excepted, which, being twelve werfts 
long, fupports the cattle belonging to the gar- 
rifon, the foil is fo very barren, that it affords 
no manner of corn : this defed, however, is 
eafily fupplied by the help of the river, the 
fertile lands of Cafan furnifiling thofe parts, 
and even the city of Aftrachan, with wheat 
and rye, at a very moderate price. Forty 
werfts below Czaritza, this great river cafts 
out her fecond branch, which joins the firft, 
and with it falls into the fea. From hence, 
on both fides the Wolga, as far as the fea, 
grow vaft quantities of liquorice of a very 
large fize, its {talk being as thick as a lufty 
man’s arm, and fometimes above four feet 
high, the feeds lying in cods upon the ftalk •, 
yet this is inferior, both in fize and fweethefs, 
to that which grows near the river Araxis in 
Alia. 

The 6th, we arrived before Zornayar, (bat¬ 
ed on the right fide of the river, on a high 
fiiore, near a vaft plain, withotit trees or emi¬ 
nences ; the form of the place is a fquare, for¬ 
tified with wooden towers and ramparts, and 
garrifoned with foldiers and Coflacks, all 

U horfe* 
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book vii. horfemen. A few werfts below this is a third 
branch of the Wolga, called Buchwoftowa, 
which falls into the two preceding; and at 
twenty werfts farther down fhe fends out her 
fourth branch called Donitofka, which does 
not mingle with any of the other three, but 
flows by a particular channel into the Cafpian 
fea. In palling the left fhore, we frequently 
vifited the Kalmucks in their kibbits, or tents, 
which we always found pitched on the moll 
delightful places I ever faw, their country be¬ 
ing a large plain, full of wood and meadows ; 
and we were much diverted with the numbers 
of their children of both fexes, running na¬ 
ked along the fhore ; and upon our throwing 
bread into the water, they fwam in crouds to 
take it up, there being none of them but can 
fwim to admiration. About fixty werfts above 
Aftrachan is the fifth branch of the Wolga, 
and is called Mitufka, which, at fome dis¬ 
tance from the main river, divides again into 
two ftreams, one of which unites with the Do¬ 
nitofka, and the other returns again to the 
Wolga. Twenty-five werfts above Aftrachan 
lies-^he ifle of Bufan, and ten werfts below 
that ifle ip the fixth branch of the Wolga, 
called Baltzick ; and fome werfts lower, the 
Seventh, -called Knilufle, which forms the ifle 
of Dplgoi, upon which ftandsi the city of AS- 
.trachea-: -haying encompafted this ifland, it 
Tails through feveral channels into the Cafpian 
fea. 


On 
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On the 10th of July, I arrived at the city bookvii. 
of Aftrachan, where I joined the army again. 

They were all furprifed to fee me, as they had 
been informed by a galley, which palled us in 
the night, when we were in our greateft dan¬ 
ger, that we were all drowned. Here my 
agreeable companion, the Capuchin, entered 
into a cloyfter of his own order, as there hap¬ 
pened to be a vacancy, by the death of one of 
their brethren, which was very fortunate for 
tire Capuchin, as the confufions then in Per- 
fia made it impra&icable for him to proceed 
thither, as he at firft propofed. I met with 
the utmoft gratitude and civility from him, 
and the reft of his brethren, and when I went 
away, upon our expedition over the Cafpian 
fea, I left every thing I had no occafion for at 
their convent: and he fent me afterwards, by 
every {hip that arrived, provifions of all kinds, 
by which means I was better provided than 
any officer in the army : fo that I loft nothing 
by my civility to the Capuchin. 

The city of Aftrachan is lltuated on the Aftrachan. 
confines of Europe and Alia, which are di¬ 
vided by the river Wolga. It ftands on the 
ifland of Dolgoi, which is formed by the 
branches on that river, as has been already 
mentioned, in 46 deg. 22 min. north lat. two 
thoufand fix. hundred and thirty werfts from 
Mofcow, allowing ninety werfts to a degree. 

The city is of a confidera'ble bignels, and at 
prefent inhabited almoft entirely bv Ruffians ; 
the former inhabitants of the country, being 

U 2 Tartars, 



MEMOIRS Of 


292 

book vii. Tartars, are not permitted to live within the 
walls, but in the adjacent fuburbs, which are 
only fenced round with pallifades ; the forti¬ 
fications of the city are all of ftone, very high, 
and at a diftance make a very gallant appear-* 
ance, efpecially towards the river, by the great 
number of ftone turrets and fteeples; but 
the houfes within tfie city being all of wood, 
and; very low, its infide does not appear an- 
fwerable to the reft. There is a great train of 
artillery in this place, no lefs than five hun¬ 
dred brafs cannon, with a proportionable 
number of mortars ; the garrifon, in peace¬ 
able times', is commonly fix thoufand men, 
under the command of a governor and other 
officers. Aftrachan being fituate on a navi¬ 
gable boundary, between the two moft eonfi- 
derable quarters of the globe, is naturally the 
feat of an immenfe trade ; being frequented 
not only by the neighbouring Tartar nations, 
but by Perfians, Armenians, and Indians : the 
Indians have a particular diftrid affigned them 
' within the walls of the city. 

Nagayan Czar Iwan Baftlowitz, having conquered 

J artars. t ^ e kingdom of Cafan, in the year 1552, turn¬ 
ed his arms againft the Nagayan Tartars, and 
took Aftrachan, their capital, by afiaiilt, in 
the year 1554.; and to fecure his conqueft, he 
furrounded the city w’ith a ftrong wall. Czar 
Michael Fedrowitz, befides ftrengthening the 
city with fome new fortifications, built that 
part of it called Strelitza-Gorod, or the city 
of foldiers, as the military had their .quarters 

affigned 
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affigned them there. I will now endeavour to book vii. 
give a fhort deicription of this country, and '^^7^ 
its inhabitants. 

It feems beyond a difpute, the Tartars were short ac- 
unknown to the ancient geographers, who coum of 
comprehended them under the general appel- t J s ar 
lation of Scythians and Sarmatians ; it is evi¬ 
dent the Tartars confift of feveral nations, 
diftind among themfelves, in their names, 
language, and cuftoms. The Nagayans, with 
the Tartars o C f.vn, and fome others, inha¬ 
biting between the '.Volga and the Don, or 
Tanais, are ft id 10 have been Indians, who 
revolting from their fovereigns about the year 
1212, emigrated and fettled themfelves on the 
Palus Meotis, near the Buxine fea; and ex¬ 
tended their co iquefts to the river Don, and 
from thence, at laft, to the Wolga, near which 
they inhabit at this day. The Nagayans are 
feated along the flhores of the Cafpian fea, 
from the river Iaick, to the Wolga. Aftra.- 
chan, their principal city, they relate to havr 
been built by a Tartar king, whofe name be¬ 
ing Aftra, gave this city the name of Aftra- 
chan, or king. Before this country was con¬ 
quered by the Ruffians, it was inhabited alto¬ 
gether by Tartars, but now they are neither 
fuffered to refide within this city, nor build a 
new one, nor fortify any of their town? or vil¬ 
lages with walls. 

The Nagayans live, for the mod part, in The Na- 
round huts, made of buil-rufhes, or canes, £T an 
and feldom exceed twely.e or thirteen yards in manner 
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book vn. circumference, with a hole at the top to let 
out the fmoak ; yet the lead of thefe huts has 
a falcon, or hawk, as thofe Tartars are great 
matters of this fport : they have hawks of all 
forts and fizes, each bred to fly at different 
kinds of game. The Ruffians call the Naga- 
yans, vagabonds, as they have no fettled ha¬ 
bitations in the fummer, but ramble up and 
down. They pack up their huts in carts; 
their wives, children, and goods, on camels, 
horfes, and oxen ; and move about from one 
place to another, where they can find better 
pafturage for their cattle. When winter ap¬ 
proaches, they begin to reaflemble with their 
flocks, to pafs it in feveral troops near Aftra- 
chan, where they are furnifhed with arms to 
repulfe any inroads from the Kalmucks, or 
other Tartars from the river laick; and as 
foon as the winter is over, they are obliged to 
return all their arms. They pay no tribute to 
tlie Ruffian emperor, but are obliged to ferve 
him in his wars under their own commanders, 
as they are, in time of peace, governed by 
their own petty princes and judges. To fe- 
cure their obedience to the emperor, he has al¬ 
ways fome of their princes, or myrzas, hofta- 
ges in the caftle of Aftrachan. 

. Their religion is Mahometanifm, of the 
fame fed with the Turks, except fome few 
who have embraced the religion of the Greek 
church : they are ufed to- dedicate fome of 
their chi’dren, like the Nazarites, to God, or 
to fome faint or other; they are diflinguifhed 

from 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Eso. 295 

from the reft by a ring, which the boys wear bookvh. 
in their right ear, and the girls in their noftril. 

They live upon what their cattle, hunting, 
and fifhing fupply them with. They make 
ufe of fifti dried in the fun inftead of bread, 
although they alfo make cakes of meal and 
rice; they eat camels and horfe flefh, and they 
hold mares milk in great efteem : their com¬ 
mon drink is milk and water, yet, befides 
wine, hydromel, (or mead), and brandy, they 
find indifferent good beer in Aftrachan : their 
cattle are much the fame with thofe of the 
Kalmucks. The Nagayans, in their perfons, 
are handfomer than the Kalmucks, efpeeially 
their women ; the men wear a loofe ■ coat of 
fome coarfe cloth, and over that a fort of cloak 
of fheep fkin, the woolly fide outwards, with 
a cap of the fame on their heads; the cap is 
commonly of a black colour. Their women 
are clad in white linen, with a plaited coif on 
their heads, both fides of which are ornament¬ 
ed with a great many pieces of filver coin, 
hanging down. The climate is very hot; the 
heat in the months of September and October 
much exceeds the dog-days in Britain ; not- 
withftanding which, the winter, which feldom 
continues longer than two months, is fo ex- 
cefiive cold, that this great river is frozen up, 
and the ice ftrong enough to carry horfes and 
fledges. 

On the weft fide of the Wolga, towards Defarts 
the Euxine fea, lies a vaft defart, above three "® a a c r ha ^ f " 
hundred and fifty vverfts in length, and fouth- r ; c h w ; t ’t 
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book vit. ward, along the fhore of the Cafpian, another 
near four hundred werfts long; on neither of 
which {lands city, town, or village ; nor is 
there a hill, or even a-tree, to be feen in all 
this immenfe extent, only here and there a 
little fpot of grafs ; neither is there any water, 
but what the river. Kifliar, or fome {landing 
pools of fait water afford: yet thefe very de¬ 
farts are enriched with prodigious quantities of 
fait; for, from ten to twenty werfts-diftance 
from Aftrachan, there are large fait veins, 
which, being congealed by the fun, fwims on 
the furface of the water of the thicknefs of 
a finger, as clear and tranfparent as rock cryf- 
tal, and fmells like.a violet; from hence all 
Rulfia is fuppiied with fait. The three prin¬ 
cipal of thefe fait- pits, are called Mozakoflki, 
Kainkow r a, and Goftoflki, where the fait is 
in fuch abundance, that one may buy a hun¬ 
dred weight for two pence, on the fpot. It is 
carried to the Wolga, and from thence tranf- 
ported to other parts. 

The ille of Dolgoi, or Long Ifland, about 
Aftrl-han. Aftrachan, and fome other parts of this pro¬ 
vince, abound with moft excellent fruits, yield¬ 
ing, neither in beauty or flavour, to any, 
even thofe of Perfia, or the Indies ; their ap¬ 
ples, quinces, nuts, peaches, and melons, ex¬ 
ceed their other kinds in goodnefs, and efpe- 
cially the water-melon, the rhind of which is 
of a lively green colour, the meat carnation, 
and the feeds black; moft pleafant to the eye, 
and delicious to the palate, and are fold fo 

verv 
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very cheap as two for a penny, and fo large i 
that one is fufficient for two men, and fo re- 
frefhing, that people in fevers may eat them 
without danger. It is not yet above one hun¬ 
dred years fince the grape was feen in thefe 
parts ; but the Perfians having brought fome 
fetts of the vine to this place, they were firft 
planted by a Monk, a German by birth, in 
the garden belonging to his convent, fituated 
in the fuburbs of Aftrachan; this fmall flock 
has been fince improved and encreafed to that 
degree, that not only the walks and arbours 
of the gardens, but large vineyards are plant¬ 
ed ; the grapes are fo extraordinary large and 
plentiful, that the tables are not only liberal¬ 
ly provided with excellent wine, both red and 
white, but made in fuch quantities, that our 
army was now fupplied with it. Befides this, 
there is to be found near Aftrachan, and all 
along the Wolga, abundance of fimples, which 
grow very large. The herb efula is here about 
as high as a man, and the angelica root as 
thick as a man’s arm. About thirty werfts 
below Aftrachan, is one of the beft fifheries 
in the Wolga, and from which the city is 
plentifully furnilhed with falmon, fturgeon, 
beluga, ofotrin, fterlit, and many other kinds 
of delicious fi(h j and the fmall iflands here¬ 
abouts abound with great variety of wild¬ 
fowl j and although the neighbouring coun¬ 
tries are not iertile in com, yet that defed is 
fo well fupplied from the fruitful country of 
C.Tan, that- taken altogether, this city may 

juftly 
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. juftly be reckoned one of the moft convenient 
' and pleafant in Europe. But to return where 
I left off. 

The day after my arrival here, I waited on 
his imperial majefty, and prefented him with 
the three pieces of alabafler I had brought 
with me from Tenefowa, which pleafed him 
fo much, that he gave immediate orders to 
work that quarry, which proved to be the 
moft excellent of its kind. The emperor ob- 
ferved, when I had prefented him with thefe 
pieces of alabafter, that no mineral of any 
kind whatever, had been difcovered to him 
by any of his own fubje&s, but that many 
had been difcovered to him by foreigners; 
but his majefty did not refledt upon the hard- 
fhips thofe were put to upon whofe lands any 
thing of that kind was found, as they not only 
loft the benefit of it, but were obliged to 
work the mine by their vaflals, without the 
leaft emolument to themfelves; which verifies 
the common faying they have in Ruffia, that 
every thing they have belongs to God and their 
emperor. 

I was quartered, in this city, at the houfe 
of a widow, who had a maid fervant that had 
been purchafed as a flave from the Tartars : 
this fervant had ftolen feveral things from her 
miftrefs, which being found in her cuftody, 
fhe was feverely punifhed for the theft; for 
which fhe threatened to be revenged on her 
miftrefs, who difregarded the menace at that 
time: however, fhe was fcized, in a few days 

after, 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 299 

after, with fuch a fit of madnefs, that they bookvii. 
were obliged to bind her; on which the girl 
difappeared, and in her cheft w T ere found a 
variety of herbs, roots, and powders; and 
upon the phyficians examining into the nature 
of them, they foon found out the caufe of the 
woman's diforder, and applying the proper 
remedy, file recovered her fenfes again. A 
party of Tartars brought back the Have, who, 
upon examination, confefTed what flic had 
done, pretending that (he underftood witch¬ 
craft, and could avenge herfelf on thofe who 
injured her; on which the was firft whipt 
through the city, and delivered to'the Tartars 
to fell her at fome diftance. 

The Armenians have one of the fuburbs of The Ba¬ 
th is city allowed for their refidence, and carry J)f a a n n > s W0 ‘ 
on a great trade from hence into Perfia; but burning 
the Banyans without doubt contribute mod 
to its fiourifiiing condition. They are a fort band’s fu- 
of Pagan Indians, whofe principal purfuit is neral. 
trade, and have their factory within the city. 

One of their chief merchants dying at this 
time, his widow defired leave of the emperor 
to burn herfelf with his corpfe, according to 
the enftom of their country : but his majefiy, 
unwilling to encourage fo barbarous a cuf- 
tom, refufed her requeft, and the Indian fac¬ 
tory were fo much difiatisfied with it, that 
they threatened to withdraw from the city, 
with their effeds. * His majefiy, finding no 
argument could prevail on the woman to 

alter 
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book vn. alter her refolution, at laft gave them leave 
to do as they thought proper. The corpfe 
being drafted in his, cloaths, was carried to 
fome little diftance from the town, where 
a funeral pile of dry wood was raifed, and 
the body laid upon it: before the pile were 
hung Indian carpets, to prevent its being 
feen. The wife in her beft apparel, and 
adorned with ear-rings, feveral rings on her 
fingers, and a pearl necklace, attended by a 
great number of Indians of both fexes, was 
led by a bramin, or prieft, to the funeral pile, 
which on her approach was kindled : file 
then diftributed her upper apparel and jew¬ 
els among her friends and acquaintances, of 
whom the took her laft farewell with a great 
deal of ceremony ; and the pile being in full 
flame, and the carpets taken down, fhe leap¬ 
ed into the midft of the fire : her friends then 
poured quantities of oil over her, which foon 
fuffocated her, and reduced both corpfe to 
afhes, which were carefully gathered, and put 
into an urn, . be conveyed to their relations 
> India. 

This barbarous cuftom was firft introduced 
upon a political account; for polygamy, cauf- 
ing abundance of heart-burning and jealoufy 
among the women that were rivals in their 
hufband’s affedions, it often happened that 
fuch as thought themfelves negleded, ufed 
frequently to procure their hufband’s deaths ; 
wherefore, to make them more careful of the 

lives 
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lives of their hufbands, it was ordered that 
thofe wives only who were willing to accom¬ 
pany their hulbands to the other world, by 
being burned with his corpfe whenever he 
died, fhould have the reputation of being ho- 
neft and virtuous ; and fuch as would not 
give that proof of their affection, fhould be 
deemed infamous for ever after the death of 
their hufband. Notwithstanding the obliga¬ 
tion to burn with their hufbands, impofed no 
other penalty on fuch as refufed, than being 
accounted infamous for not conforming to fuch 
a dreadful cuftom, yet fuch was the fenfe of 
honour, and love for reputation, among the 
Banyan women, that there are innumerable 
examples among them, of fuch as have volun¬ 
tarily facrificed their lives upon the burning 
pile: and what makes them undergo this with 
fo much chearfulnefs, is a perfuafion, that if 
a woman has fo great an affedion for her 
hufband, as to burn herfelf with him after 
his death, fhe fhall live with him in the other 
world feven times as long, and lull enjoy him 
with feven times as much fatisfcdlion as fhe 
has done in this, without a rival ; fo that 
they look upon this kind of death, as a paf- 
fage through which they are to enter into the 
enjoyment of thofe pleafures, of which they 
had but a fmall fhare in this world. This 
cuftom prevails only among tfye Banyans, and 
not in general over India. 


India 
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8ook vii. India is inhabited by three diftindt forts 
, 7ia of people ; firft, the Indoftans, who are the 
ancient natives of the country, an idle and 
flovenly generation ; fecondly, the Moguls, 
who came out of Grand Tartary, a warlike 
people, and much addi&ed to arms ■ thefe are 
all Mahometans; thirdly, the Banyans, wdio 
came originally from China, and are all Pa¬ 
gans, and who apply themfelves entirely to 
manufa&ure and trade. The Banyans are 
incomparably the more ingenious, fubtle, and 
civil, than any of the other Indians : there is 
no trade in Perlia, or the Turkifh dominions, 
which is not principally managed by them, 
nor any commodity throughout ail the Indies 
The Ba- which they do not deal in. The Banyans are 
ayans. diftinguilhed from thole who profefs Maho- 
metanifm by their habit, for they do not 
wear their hair long, neither lhave their heads, 
nor do their women cover their faces as the 
Mahometans do. Black teeth are in fo much 
efteem among!! them, that they call the whit- 
teethed Europeans bondra , or apes. They 
wear no breeches, as the other Indians do, 
but only a piece of thin lilk Huff, which is 
wrapped about them, hanging down to their 
hams, over which they wear their fmocks, 
and on them their upper garment, which they 
tie with a girdle round the waift; under thefe 
a narrow waiftcoat, the fleeves of which reach 
no farther than the elbow- ; they wear Ihoes 
of velvet, brocade, or gilt leather, fattened 

to 
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to their feet with ftraps, and they pull them book vii. 
off when they go into any room, where the 
floors are generally covered with tapeftry, 
but when they walk abroad they wear wooden 
fhoes. 

Their bramins, or priefls, are diftinguifhed 
from the reft only by what they wear about 
their heads, which is made of linen cloth, 
wrapped feveral times round the head, to 
cover their facred hair , which is never cut; 
they have alfo two pieces of packthread next 
their fkin, crofting the breaft, from the fhoul- 
ders to the wafte, which they never put off, 
though it were to fave their lives. They are, 
moreover, in fuch reputation for fandity, 
that no marriage is holy, where the bride 
has not been confecrated by the facred ini¬ 
tiation of the prieft, to whom fhe is always 
conduded for that purpofe ; and he rates 
this part of his holy office at an exorbitant 
price ; befides a ftrong folicitation to relieve 
the bridegroom from his drudgery ; and thus, 
the crafty prieft, by impofing on the flmpli- 
city of his flock, improves his natural ta¬ 
lent to the beft advantage, and fatisfies at 
once both his appetite and his avarice. But 
this is not all, for the hufband retains fo 
much pious regard for his co-partner, that 
if they go any journey, or upon any occafion 
are detained from home, he recommends his 
whole family, but, efpecially, his wife, to the 
care of the prieft in his abfence, to fupply his 

place 
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BQOK vit . place till his return; and the wife makes it 
her care to cherifh his languiihing fpirits with 
powerful reftoratives, at which the Indian 
women are the moft expert of any in the 
world, as they are alfo perfect miftreffes of 
the eafieft methods, upon certain oceafions, 
of difpatching their hufbands to the other 
world. Thefe are the accounts I received at 
Aftrachan. 
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Army embark at Aftrachan , 18 th of July.—Variety of 
rvalid fowl on the little iflands. — Terki, the capital city 
of Circajfia — Herring in the Cafpian. — Voyage to 
Buftrow.—General iVaterang's account from the pro¬ 
vince of Andreof. — Circajfia, and its inhabitants , their 
manners, religion, 13c.—Continuation of the voyage , 
and view of mount Caucafus, &c.—Ihe army land 
at Agrechan. — March into Aft. — Ktndnefs of the 
Dagejlan Tartars.—The army pafs the river Sulack. 
—General TVaterang joins the army. — Embarraffed 
en their march, and fevei e punijhment of the officers of 
the guards. — Arrive at Tarku, with a defcription of 
the Dagejlan Tartars. — Interview with the ladies —- 
The Dagejlan ladies wait on the emprefs—Ereft a 
monument at Tarku, and march for Derbent through 
a fine country.—Sultan Udenack's cruelty, and its con- 
Jequences. — Twenty defperate Tartars. — A beautiful 
Tartar youth fain.—Undaunted reflation of the priefl, 
—Arrive at Derbent.—Defcription of the city. — Re¬ 
markable tombs.—Alexander and. Malkehatura. — Jack- 
alls and fand hares.—Thirteen tranfports lof and bu¬ 
rr din the fand.—Suchary bread.—Two exprejfes and 
one ambafador arrive at the army.—A Turkijh am- 
bajfador obliges the emperor to return. — Occafvm of 
the troubles in Perfia.—The army return —Gold nights. 
— Dangerous and harrajfmg march. — The new town 
of Swetago-Kerf .— Fort at the river Nitzi defrayed , 
and revenged. — The army reimbark at Agrechan. 
—The provifions for the captain's galley lof ; a Jlar- 
ving voyage. — Arrive at Aftrachan the 1 $ih of Oc¬ 
tober. 
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book vin.Eneral Waterang had been difpatched, 
VzJT ^ fame time ago, through the great defart 
of Aftrachan, with an Army of 7000 dra¬ 
goons, and 10,000 Coftacks, attended by 
20,000 Kalmuck Tartars, with a very large 
train of camels to carry their provifions and 
water ; and with orders to attack and deftroy 
the province of Andreof, to revenge the ma¬ 
ny ravaging incurlions made by them on the 
fubje&s of Ruffia : the general was fhortly 
after followed by r0,000 Coftacks, and 20,000 
Kalmuck Tartars more, to augment his army, 
and enable him to complete the deftru&ion of 
that province. 

Army em- On the 18th of July our army embarked 
bark at on board two hundred and fifty gallies, at- 
Aitrachan^ ten( j e( j thirty-five ftore and hofpital-fhips ; 

our infantry confifted of 33,000 of thofe war¬ 
like veterans, who had been in every campaign 
during the long war with Sweden. We fet 
out from Aftrachan the fame evening, under 
a general falute from all the artillery of the 
city and fleet; we dropt down with the ftream 
all night, and arrived next day at the mouth 
of the river, which is fixty werfts from Aftra¬ 
chan, where we got fight of the Cafpian for 
the firft time. We went down the weftern- 
raoil ftream of the Wolga, which is the only 
one that can carry veftels of heavy burthen ; 
the reft of the ftreams, which form a prodi - 
gious number of fmall iflands, are to the eall- 
ward, and fall into the Caspian fea, in thirty- 

two 
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two different channels. Thefe iflands feed a Bootvur. 
vaft number of cattle in the fummer; and as 
they are all furrounded by vaft quantities of 
thick tall reeds, the great number of wild Variety 
fowl, cfpecially fea-fowl, is paft defcription; ° 0 f w 7'^" 
upon firing of a gun they rife in the air like a the little 
cloud, when numbers of them may be killed lflands - 
with great eafe ; a greater variety is not to be 
feen any where in the known world. Befides 
fwans and common wild geefe, there is a very 
large kind called by the Ruffians baba , or crop- 
geefe, and by others pelicans; their bills b^ing a 
foot and half long, and two inches broad, are 
forked at the ends; fome of thefe fowls, from 
the head to the feet, are above feven feet in 
length; under their bills they have a fhrivelled 
{kin hanging, refembling a bag, which, when 
dilated, contains three gallons of liquor ; this 
bag they make ufe of to hold the fifh that 
they catch, which they afterwards eat at their 
leifure. There is another kind called fpoon- 
geefe ; their beaks are long and round, and at 
the extremity are flat like the mouth of a 
fpoon beaten cut ; this fowl, when it puts its 
b ’ak in the water, makes a moft hideous noife, 
lomewhat like the braying of an afs : another 
kind, by fome called the red geefe, by others 
flamingoes, are in great flocks on the Cafpian 
fliores; they-oW’alk after their leader in a very 
regular order, and at a diftance appear not un¬ 
like a regiment of foldiers following their com¬ 
mander ; their legs are very long, of a fcarlet 
red, and they have very long necks, the plum- 
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Book viii. age of various colours, but their heads are like 
fcarlet, their bodies are of different colours, 
beautifully Variegated, and their wings fcarlet 
it is, in every refpedt, a moft beautiful bird 
they exceed in height a tall grenadier, with 
his cap on his head, yet their bodies are not 
much bigger than that of the fwan: there are 
alfo black geefe of the ordinary fize, and this 
kind are no where elfe to be met with, and 
are preferable in tafte to any of the other 
geefe. As for wild ducks, their variety is in¬ 
credible, and to deferibe their different kinds 
almoft impoffible. I cannot, however, pafs 
over two of them without notice, which I 
thought the moft extraordinary ; the one is 
called the fcarlet duck, from the colour of its 
feathers, which are fhaded by other beautiful 
coloured feathers, and has upon its head a large 
tuft of feathers refembling a crown, interihixt 
with all the colours of the rainbow; it is very 
large, and delicious eating ; the other is the 
yellow duck, w T hofe feathers are entirely of 
that colour,; thefe are alfo very large and fat, 
and moft excellent eating; and w'hat is very 
uncommon, they build their nefts on the tops 
of the higheft trees, and when their young 
come out of the fhell, they carry them in their 
beaks to the water ; no fowl is more efteemed 
than thefe, for their delicious tafte, or eafier 
got, as they commonly betray themfelves by 
the noife they make, which is heard at a great 
diftance ; they are always in pairs, and when 
you kill the one you are fure of the other, 

as 
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as it never leaves its dead mate till you kill it "oorvnr. 
alfo. ‘■7-^-' 

On the 20 th we weighed from the mouth of Terltr 
the Wolga, under the command of the great the «pi- 
admiral Apraxin j their majefties, the empe- ^ llf " 
ror and emprefs, having failed before us for 
Terki, the capital city of Circaflian Tartary, 
which is the moft fouthern boundary of his 
majefty’s prefent dominions : this city is 
ftrongly fortified, and Hands on an ifland for¬ 
med by the rivers Terki and Buftrow, and is 
garrifoned by two thoufand regulars, and one 
thoufand Coflacks, who are all horfemen; the 
native Circaflians are not permitted to live 
near the city, but inhabit the country at fome 
diftance from it. The wind turning contrary, 
our fleet came to an anchor towards evening, 
and next day the wind being ftill foul, the 
whole fleet took to their oars, and keeping as 
near the fliore as poflible, for there is no com¬ 
ing nearer to it than four or five werfts, be- 
caufe of the fhallownefs of the water, and the 
whole fhor<3, even to that diftance, being over¬ 
grown with flrong high reeds, which makes it 
impoflible to land any where, even in a canoe. 

Towards night a favourable gale relieved the 
poor wearied foldiers, who had rowed hard all 
day. The wind continued favourable all 
night ; at one o’clock in the morning we had 
heavy rain, with thunder and lightning. The 
weather cleared up on the morning of the 
22dVand as the wind continued in our fa¬ 
vour, we failed all this day in tight of the 
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Boo* vin. fhorc, and came to an anchor at night near 
Labugin, in ten feet water. This day afford- 
Herrings us an amufing enterrainment, with a kind 
in the of fifh of the fize and fhape of a herring ; 
Cafpiaij. j-jjgy f wam anc j fkipped on the furface of the 
water continually, without offering to go 
down, notwithftanding we purfued and killed 
numbers of them : we concluded it was their 
conftant way of living, but having baited 
fome hooks with them, we caught a fturgeon, 
and two belugas, which convinced us that 
they fled to the furface to efcape the purfuit 
of the fifh of prey, in the fame manner as the 
flying-fifh rife to efcape the purfuit of the dol¬ 
phin : thefe little fifh have exadlly the fhape 
and tafte of herrings, and I am perfuaded they 
are nothing elfe. 

Voyage Early in the morning of the 23d, we weigh- 
to Burt- e( j again, with the wind ftill fair, and got out 
of fight of land ; and in the afternoon our 
divifion loft fight of the admiral, which .gave 
us no fmall trouble, as we had neither pilot 
nor compafs on board, (indeed the reft of the 
fleet laboured under the fame inconveniency,) 
and when the night came, not knowing how 
to fleer, we dropt anchor in eighteen feet wa¬ 
ter, and waited the return of day-light. Ear¬ 
ly in the morning of the 24th, 'we got under 
way again, and about noon got fight of the 
land, to the great joy of every body on board, 
as it was the only rule for the dire< 3 ion of our 
eourfc; but the wind being againft us, we 
were obliged to have recourfe to the oar, and 
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rowing all along the coaft, which was ftill bookvm. 
clofeiy covered with ftrong reeds, above two 
werfts from the land, which made it imprac- 
ticable to land any where on this coaft, except 
in the mouth of a river. At night a fignal 
was made by cur commanding officer, to come 
to an anchor, which we did in nine feet wa¬ 


ter, where we caught very good ffih of fevefal 
kinds. At day break of the 25th, by fignal, 
we got under way with the oar, the wind be¬ 
ing contrary, ftill rowing as near the reeds as 
polfible: feveral of the gallies fent out their 
pinnaces to the reeds, when on firing of a 
mufket fuch multitudes of different kinds of 


water-fowl arofe, that they killed great num¬ 
bers of them. At night we came again to an 
anchor, in fourteen feet water, after a hard 


day’s labour. The wind proving fair in the 
morning of the 26th, we got early under way, 
and towards the evening arrived in the mouth of 
the river Buftro, which flows by the city of 
Terki, fituated three werfts from the fhore. 


and here we found the reft of the fleet, which 
had kept up with the admiral. 

While wc were here, his majefty received Genera; 
accounts from general Waterang, with the a- Water- 
greeable news that he had defeated and cut to 
pieces a body of five thoufand men, of the from the 
province of Andreof, and that he had burnt P ,ovinc ^ 
and deftroyed their capital city, laid the whole of. And '. e 
province wafte, and carried oft’ all the inhabi¬ 
tants that he could meet with, old and young 
pi both fexes, amounting to mam- thoufands"; 


a nil 
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Boo* vui. and lent them to Aftrachan, under the efcort 
of five thoufand Coflacks, and fifteen thoufand 
Kalmucks ; and had befides given liberty to 
feveral thoufand Ruffian llaves of both fexes, 
who were then on their way to Terki, to be 
tranfported from thence by fea to Aftrachan. 
For this fignal fuccefs we had orders to fire 
three vollies, ' from all our guns and fmall 
arms. 

Circaffia, I cannot here omit giving fome farther de- 
habitan"' ^ cr *P^ on Circaffia, and its inhabitants, 
their man- Terki, the principal city, is feated in a very 
ners, reli- fpacious plain, very fwampy towards the fea- 
^ion, &c. j n ^ deg, 2 ^ m j n latitude : it is 

about three werfts in compafs, well fortified 
with ramparts and baftions in the modern ftyle, 
well ftored with cannon, and has always a con- 
fiderable garrifon in it, under the command of 
a governor. The Circaffian prince, who refides 
here, is allowed five hundred Ruffians for his 
guard, but none of his own fubje&s are per¬ 
mitted to dwell within any part of the fortifi¬ 
cations. Ever fince the redu&ion of thofe 
parts, to the obedience of Ruffia, they have 
put in all places of ftrength, not only Ruffian 
garrifons and governors, but magiftrates and 
priefts for the exercife of the Chriftian religi¬ 
on ; yet the Circaffian Tartars are governed by 
their own princes, lords, and judges, but thefe 
adminifter juftice in the name of the emperor, 
and in matters of importance, not without the 
prefence of the Ruffian governors, being all 
obliged to take the oath of allegiance to his 

imperial 
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imperial majefty. The apparel of the men of Bo»*viu. 
Circaffia is much the fame with that of the 
Nagayans, only their caps are fomething larger, 
and their cloaks, being likewife of coarfe cloth, 
or fheep Ikins, are fattened only at the neck 
with a tiring; and as they are not large enough 
to cover the whole body, they turn them round 
according to the wind and weather. The men 
here are much better favoured than thofe of 
Nagaya, and the women extremely well thap- 
ed, with exceeding fine features, fmooth clear 
complexions, and beautiful black eyes, which, 
with their black hair, hanging in two trefies, 
one on each fide the face, give them a moil 
lovely appearance ; they wear a black coif on 
their heads, covered with a fine white cloth 
tied under the chin : during the fummer they 
all wear only a fmock of divers colours, and 
that open fo low before, that one may fee be¬ 
low their navels ; this with their beautiful fa¬ 
ces always uncovered, (contrary to the cnftom 
of mod of the other provinces in thefe parts), 
their good humour and lively freedom in con¬ 
vention, altogether render them very defina¬ 
ble : notwithftanding which, they have the 
reputation of being very chafte, though they 
i’cldom want opportunity ; for it is an efta- 
blifhed point of good manners among them, as 
foon as any perfon comes in to fpeak to the 
wife, the hulband goes out of the houle : but 
whether this continency of their’s proceeds 
from their ow r n generofity, to recompenfe their 
finfbands for the confidence they put in them, 

or 
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Bops vm. or has its foundation only in fame, I pretend 
not to determine. Their language they have 
in common with the other neighbouring Tar¬ 
tars, although the chief people among them 
are alfo not ignorant of the Ruffian j their re¬ 
ligion is Paganifm, for notwithstanding they 
ufe circumcifion among them, they have nei¬ 
ther prieft, alcoran, or mofque, like other Ma¬ 
hometans. Every body here offers his own 
Sacrifice at pleafure, for which, however, they 
have certain days eftablifhed rather by cuftom, 
than any pofitive command : their molt Solemn 
Sacrifice is offered at the death of their nearefl 
friends, upon which occafion both men and 
women meet in the field to be prefent at the 
offering, which is a he-goat; and having kil¬ 
led, they flay it, and ftretch the fkin with the 
head and horns on, upon a crofs at the top of 
a long pole, placed commonly in a quickfet- 
hedge, (to keep the cattle from it), and near 
the place the Sacrifice is offered, by boiling and 
roafting the fiefh, which they afterwards eat. 
When the feaft is over, the men rife, and hav¬ 
ing paid their adoration to the fkin, and mut¬ 
tered over fome certain prayers, the women 
withdraw, and £he men conclude the ceremo¬ 
ny with drinking a great quantity of aqua vi¬ 
tae, and this generally ends in a quarrel before 
they part. The river Ruftrow is the fouthern 
boundary of Circaffia, and the province of An- 
dreof are their next neighbours, who dwell 
between the river Koifu, which rifes out of 

Mount 
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Mount Caucafus, and the Buffrow. Thofe Bookviii. 
people were reduced by general Waterang. * 

Their nnjefiies having embarked on the Continua- 
cvening of the 26th, the fleet failed early in tionofthe 
the morning of the 27th, with a very favour- V0 H ag< :’ 
able breeze, and palled the iflandof Trenzini, of Mount 
and foon after we faw land on both Tides of us, Caucafus, 
occafioned by a peninfula which formed a large 
bay, upwards of forty werfts long, and here 
we had the firft view of the high mountains 
of Caucafus, which feem to hide their heads 
in the clouds. The mountains of Taurus and 
Arrarat, are fo contiguous to the Caucafus, 
that they appear like a continuation of the 
fame mountain, which crofles all Afia, from 
Andreof, or Mongrelia, to the Indies. Mount 
Arrarat is one entire vaft rock, exceeding even 
Caucafus itfelf in height, its top being cover¬ 
ed with fnow all the year round. It is faid to 
be the fame on which the ark reftcd after the 
Deluge. The Armenians, w r ho call it Meffma, 
believe there are fill fome fragments of that 
ark on this mountain, but that by the length 
of time they w r erc all petrified; which muff 
now remain uncertain, as the mountain is in- 
acecffible from the furrounding precipices. 

Thofe high mountains are of great ufe to ma¬ 
riners in thefe parts of the Cafpian, as moll 
of them have very little knowledge of the 
compafs ; the different appearances they make 
loward the fea, ferve as an in fruition to the 
pilots in determining whereabout they are. 

But to return to cur voyage : — we arrived 

the 
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»oo* via. the fame evening in the mouth of the river 
Agrechan, where we anchored for the night, 
when we had rain, thunder, and lightning. 

The army By a fignal from the great admiral, early in 

Agrechan morn > n g °f the 28th, we began to land 
our troops, which was performed with much 
difficulty. By reafon of the ffioal water, our 
gallies could net come within a confiderable 
diftance of the ffiore, and the men were oblig¬ 
ed to carry their arms, ammunition, baggage, 
and provifions, a long way in the water on 
their backs; the unloaded veffels were all 
hauled up on the ffiore, and a flrong entrench¬ 
ment thrown up about them, for their fecuri- 
ty, under the guard of a colonel and fix hun¬ 
dred men, with all our fick, who were after¬ 
wards reinforced with a thoufand Coffacks, 
from general Waterang’s army. Here a great 
. number of Circaffian and Dageftan Tartars 
came to us, with little waggons, horfes, ca¬ 
mels, and oxen to fell, and being well con¬ 
vinced we could not well proceed without 
fuch accommodation, they took advantage of 
our neceffity, and made us pay what they 
. pleafed to demand for them. I bought a wag¬ 
gon and two horfes for my baggage, and one 
to ride on, for which I was obliged to pay fix 
times their value. 

March in- We remained here till the 4th of Au-. 
roAfia. when we decamped, and began our firft 

march in Afia : the heat was fo intolerable, 
that numbers of our men dropt down by the 
vyay, and notwithftanding that, we marched 

twenty- 
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twenty-five werfts this day, and arrived on the Boo* via 
banks of the river Sulack at night. On the 
5th we marched ten werfts farther up the ri¬ 
ver, to a place intended to ferry over our ar¬ 
my ; on our march we were met by the fhaf- 
kal, or prince, of Tarku, the chief of the Da- 
geftan Tartars, who was attended by a very Kindnet 
grand retinue, and welcomed his imperial ma- °^^ Da ' 
jefty into the Dageftan territories, and offered t artars. 
his affiftance to the utmoft of his power ; his 
fubje&s, at the fame time, brought us all manner 
of refrefhments for the army. After our ar¬ 
my palTed by him in good order, he feemed to 
be much furprifed at the regularity and fine 
difeipline he obferved they were under, hav¬ 
ing never feen any regular troops before; and 
after feeing our camp formed, he left us feem- 
ingly well pleafed. The Tartars brought fuch 
quantities of grapes, melons, oranges, pom- 
granates, apples, pears, &c. to the camp, and 
our people devoured them fo voracioufly, that 
many were feized with fevers and fluxes; on 
which no fruit was permitted to be brought 
into the army. Here we found feveral fmall 
boats, of which we made two ferries to waft 
the army ever the Sulack. 

On the 6th his majefty palfed over with his The army 
own divifion and fome other regiments, and 
formed a camp on the otVier fide, and in the [act! U 
evening the governor of Gorfki, and the go¬ 
vernor of Axay, two Dageftan princes, came 
to wait upon his majefty : the firft brought 
him a prefent of three fine Perfian horfes, with 

rich 
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Book vm. rich furniture, and fix hundred waggons far 
k “7^” / the baggage, each drawn by two oxen, befides 
fifty fat oxen to kill for the army : the latter 
prefented his majefly with fix fine Perfian 
horfes, with very rich furniture, and one hun¬ 
dred oxen for the army ; recommending them- 
felves and their country to his majefly’s pro¬ 
tection. The next day we had fuch a violent 
Itorm of wind, that it blew down all our tents, 
apd made the riyer fwell to that degree, that 
it overflowed its banks, and we wrere obliged 
..to remove at fome diitance from it; feveral 
men who were crofling at that time, were 
drowned in their paflage: our ferries got fo 
much damage by this ftorm, that we did not 
get all the army over hefore the ioth, when 
General we were joined by general Waterang, with his 
Waterang dragoons and Coflacks, and one thoufand of 
joins the the latter were immediately feat back to rein- 
army ' force thofe left in the entrenchments, that co¬ 
vered our gallics at the mouth of the river 
Agrechan. The general brought with him 
prifoner, the chief of the province of Andre- 
of, whom the emperor caufed to be banged up 
the fame day, fpr an example to others. This 
irritated the other chiefs of the Dageftans to 
fuch a degree, that they were determined to 
be revenged, which brought us into no fmall 
trouble. *“ 

EmbaraiT- Wc began to march again, on the i ith, with 
march, heir one * ia ^' ^- e dragoons and Coflacks for our 

andfevere advanced guard, and the other half to cover 
pumih- our rear anc j wen t thirty wexfls that dav, 

net with- 
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notwithftanding the intenfe heat, which made B 00t vi|r. 
many of our men drop on the way. When 
we halted in the middle of the day, we difco- 
vered great numbers of armed men on horfe- cer?0 f t h e 
back, riding on the Tides of the mountains : guard*, 
his majefty was at that time in the rear, and 
riding along the army, enquired of the men 
if their pieces were loaded ; and being in¬ 
formed they were not, he gave orders himfelf 
to load them, ordering, at the fame time, all 
the officers of his own divifion to meet at the 
head of the grenadier company, where having 
met, he reprimanded us feverely for negleft 
of duty; we were then difarmed, and our 
fwords, (viz. the field-officers, who were at 
the fame time generals, and all the captains,) 
were put all together into a waggon; the field- 
officers were ordered to march on foot in one 
rank, and the captains were formed in three 
ranks behind them, and every officer was load¬ 
ed with four mulkets on his ffioulders; in this 
pofture we marched near two hours, in the 
moft intolerable heat, when the emprcfs being 
informed of our miferable fituation, came up 
in her chariot w’ith the utmoft hafte, and 
pleaded fo effe&ually in our favour, that we 
were relieved from our heavy burdens, had 
our fwords reftored, and were admitted to kifs 
his majefty’s hand, who told us, that he hqd 
only puniffied the officers of his own guards, 
becaufe they ought to give a good example to 
all the reft of the army. — This was difeipline 
with a vengeance.—The poor captain of the 

grenadiers 



320 MEMOIRS OF 

Bookvi». grenadiers died the next day of the fatigue 
being a corpulent man ; and feveral others 
fickened, fome of whom died alfo. We loft 
feveral horfes this day, by their eating a poi- 
fonous herb, and want of w-ater; but none of 
the camels or oxen were affeded, and I con¬ 
cluded they had not eat any of it. 

Arrive at On the 12th, we reached the city of Tar- 
Tarku, a k u? ten werfts ; the ftiaf kal met the emperor 
on of the half-way, and conduded him to the city ; it 
Dageftan ftands on the fide of a hill, quite open, with- 
ar ars ‘ out any walls, and our army encamped on a 
fpacious plain below the town. Being now 
arrived at the capital of Dageftan Tartary, I 
fhall endeavour to give fome defcription of the 
province and city, from the beft information 
I could obtain. Their territory reaches from 
the river Buftrow, their boundary with Cir- 
caffia, all along Mount Caucafus, as far as 
Derbent, and they are neither fubjed to the 
Turk nor the Perfian, but are in general go¬ 
verned by the fhafkal, who is their fupreme 
head : his office is not hereditary but eledive. 
The whole country of Dageftan is divided in¬ 
to fmall diftrids, or lordfhips, each under the 
jurifdidion of its proper lord, or myrza, who 
though hereditary, is neverthelefs not abfo- 
lute, but his authority is controuled by that of 
fome of the chief men among them. All thefe 
petty lords acknowledge one, whom they calL 
ftiaf kal, as fupreme head, to whom they pay 
their refped, but not paffive obedience. Thefe 
people are generally, very mifchievous, barba¬ 
rous. 
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rous, and favage, living for the moil part by fooivih. 
robbery and plunder j a great part of their 
livelihood is for the men to Heal children, not 
fparing even thofe. of their own neareft relati¬ 
ons, whom they fell to the neighbouring Per- 
fians, leaving the care of their cattle to their 
wives in their abfence. They are called Da- 
geflans, from the word Dag, which fignifies 
in their language, a mountain, and are from 
thence called mountaineers; they pretend to 
be the defendants of the Amazons, and firm¬ 
ly believe^ that Thaleftris, the queen of the 
Amazons, went from hence to Hyrcania, on 
a vifit to Alexander the Great, to obtain that 
favour which ladies, although ever fo defirous 
of, feldom care to beg. The Dageftans are 
all Mahometans, ufing circumcifion, and all 
the other ceremonies of the Turks. Their 
habit is a long clofe coat, commonly of a dark 
grey, or black, coarfe cloth, over which they 
■wear a cloak of the fame fluff; and in win¬ 
ter, of fheep {kins ; they wear a fquare cap 
of a great many pieces fewed together; their 
fhoes are, for the moft part, made of horfes 
hides, fewed together only at the inflep; the 
pooreft man among them is provided with a 
coat of mail, head-piece, and buckler, befides 
a fcymitar, javelin, bow and arrows. 

This city of Tarku, being the metropolis Interview 
of Dageflan, contains above three thoufand ^ t . i ^ the 
houfes, and is very full of inhabitants ; the 
houfes all two flories high, platformed at top, 
and {landing clofe to each other r the women 

Y walk 
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book vmi. walk upon them in the cool of the evenings, 
as the men do in the ftreets. Every houfe has 
a garden, ftored with all kinds of delicious 
fruits, and all well fupplied with fine fprings 
of water ; as for their women, they are incom¬ 
parably beautiful, both in feature and fhape, 
with a fair clear complexion, accompanied 
with lovely black eyes and hair; but as the 
men are very jealous, they are always locked 
up, fo that it is no eafy matter to get fight of 
them ; and I believe we fhould not have feen 
any of them, if it had not happened twice by 
accident. We had the liberty to go into the 
city to buy neceflaries, and w r ere ordered on 
thefe occafions to go in ftrong parties, and 
well armed, for we placed no great confidence 
in the fidelity of the inhabitants; and being 
in town one day, with feveral officers, well 
efcorted, we faw one of the principal inhabi¬ 
tants going into his houfe, when we made bold 
to throng in with him, much againft his incli¬ 
nation ; but, being informed by our interpre¬ 
ter, that we were officers of rank, and that 
we begged the favour he would indulge our 
curiofity by fhewing us the infide of his houfe, 
he at laft relu&antly confented, and led us 
into his apartments; the floors w^ere all co¬ 
vered with very fine Perfian tapeftry, without 
any other kind of ornament, excepting fome 
fine mattrafles, and filk quilts , uponwhich 
they lie at night; they have neither chairs nor 
tables, but all fit or lie on the floor: inftead of 
glafs in the windows, they have blinds, very 

curioufly 
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curioufly checkered of plaited reed, through book viii. 
which they can fee what paffes in the ftreet, . 
without being feen within; and the walls and 
ceilings are all white, without any ornament. 

After this he led us into a fquare court, divid¬ 
ed in the middle by a high wall, which fepa- 
rated his own apartments from thofe of the 
women ; having Ihewed us alfo his garden, 
very well ftored with all kinds of fruit, he in¬ 
vited us to fit down with him on a fofa under 
a piazza* and entertained us with coffee, fruits, 
and fweet-meats ; when captain Brunie, one 
of our company, fhewed him a very pretty 
fhaving-glafs he carried in his pocket, and ob- 
ferving he was much pleafed with it, the cap¬ 
tain made him a prefent of it, which feemed 
to ingratiate us with him. After fome con- 
verfation with our hoft, we begged the favour 
of him to let us fee his women in their drefs, 
only at a ciftance; to which, though unwil¬ 
lingly, he at laft confented, and went himfelf 
to their apartments, to order them to get them- 
felves ready, as we apprehended, and return¬ 
ing prefently, he fat down,again, and convert¬ 
ed fome time with us. He then went again, 
and brought out four of his waves, and eight 
of his concubines, and placed them all in a 
row, that we might have a full view of them, 
in which pofturc he left them ftanding, and 
returning himfelf to the fofa, he fat down 
with us: the ladies, however, feemingly dif- 
pleafed to be gazed at, at fuch a diftance, ad¬ 
vanced w’ith one accord, and feated themfelves 

Y 2 upon 
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Booivm. upon the fofaoppofite to us, at which our hoft 

' feemed not at all pleafed, and they, not re¬ 

garding him in the leaft, examined our drefs 
very narrowly, and put a great many quefti- 
ons to us, by our interpreter, efpecially relat¬ 
ing to the cuftoms and drefs of our women, 
and how many women were allowed in our 
country to each man ; on their being informed 
that no man was allowed to have more than 
one wife, and that the women had the fame 
liberty as the men, to walk abroad, #nd vifit 
•their neighbours, they clapped their hands, 
and cried out with emotion, “ O f happy, 
happy country !” Our hoft, not being at all 
pleafed with their conduct, ordered them im¬ 
mediately to their apartments, and they obey¬ 
ed with much reludtance. They were all moll 
lovely creatures, but the concubines excelled 
the wives in beauty ; the reafon is obvious, 
for they are married to their wives by proxy, 
and the others they take from choice. After 
fome fhort flay we took our leave, having in¬ 
vited our hoft to come next day and fee our 
camp ; upon his coming we entertained him 
very handfomely, and he appeared to be moll 
delighted with our regimental mulic; and he 
told us, at his taking leave, that as we had 
thewn him fo much politenefs and civility, 
we fhould always be welcome to his houfe 
while we ftaid in thofe parts ; but, although 
we attempted it, we never could again obtain 
adraiffion. 


The 
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The next view we got of the Dageftan la¬ 
dies was at the emprefs’s tent; the thafkal’s 
ladies, attended by other 'ladies of rank and 
fafhion, came to wait on her majefty ; they 
came fo clofe (hut up in coaches, that they 
could not be feen, ; when they arrived at the 
emprefs’s tent, they were feated on cufhions 
of crimfon velvet, laid on Perfian carpets, that 
were fpread upon the ground, and there they 
fat crofs-legged, according to their cuftom. 
After they were feated, the emprefs .gave or¬ 
ders that the officers ffiould be admitted to 
fee the ladies, who were, indeed, all of them 
extremely lovely ; her majefty had ordered, 
that when one company of the officers had 
gratified their curiofity, they fhould retire, 
and make way for others ; by which means 
the vifit of the ladies lafted till it was pretty 
late at night, when they were attended back 
to the city by her fervants, with abundance of 
torches, highly plcafed w'ith their reception; 
and not only being informed, but alfo feeing 
how unconfined our \yomen live, they certain¬ 
ly were as much taken wdth it as thofe of our. 
hoft v and I dare fay, if we could have beat 
up for volunteers, among thofe-lovely daugh¬ 
ters of the Amazons, their men wmuld now 
have been left as womenlefs as they were in 
thofe ancient times. 

His majefty’s manifeftoes having been pub- 
li.fhed, not only throughout Dageftan, but alfo 
at Derbent, Backu, and Shamachie ; letters 
.were received from Derbent, on the 15th, 
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Boo* vm. with aiTuranees that the manifeftoes were re-* 
ceived with great joy there, and that they 
would, with the utmoft pleafure, put them- 
iwDei~ h ftlves under the emperor’s protection, when- 
bent. ever he arrived there "with his army. Upon 
this news it was ordered, that every perfon 
belonging to the army, from the higheft to the 
ioweft, thould bring a ftone of the middling 
iize, into the middle of the camp, where a 
crofs was ereCted, round which they were pil¬ 
ed, for a lafting memorial, I fuppofe; and af¬ 
ter this divine fervice was performed. We 
broke up on the 16th, and marched twenty- 
fiVe werfts, in a Scorching heat, to the river 
Manas, which afforded us plenty of water j 
but we could get no forage, and were obliged 
to fend our horfes in among the mountains 
for grafs, where great numbers of them were 
taken and carried off, by the Tartars, and a- 
mong the refi: all my three horfes. When we 
moved next day, the 17th, general Waterang 
was fo good as to order two dragoons to dis¬ 
mount, and yoke their horfes to my baggage- 
waggon, but I was, myfelf, reduced to walk 
on foot, which was extremely fatiguing in that 
hot climate. Madam Campenhaufen, one of 
her majefty’s ladies of honour, obferving me 
marching on foot before my company, fent in 
the evening to enquire the reafon, and being 
told my misfortune, was fo kind as to acquaint 
the emprefs with it, who was gracioufly pleaf- 
ed to order her equerry to give me a horfe 
with furniture; and his majefty, being inform- 

.. ed 
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cd of my nece ffity, gave orders to provide me 
with another, fo that I was again mounted, 
and myfervant alfo, onhorfeback: that night, 
however, I b ought two camels for my baggage, 
at fifteen rubles each, and gave my waggon 
to one of my officers who was in want of 
one : I was foon fully convinced of the ufe*- 
fulnefs of the camels, who not only carry 
heavy burdens, but feed where no horfe can 
fubfift ; and can live feveral days without 
water, if they get but a handful of fait in lieu 
of it. This day we pafied the river Manas, 
and at no great diflance from it, the river 
Boinack, over a ftone bridge, and encamped, 
for the night, at Old Boinack, having march¬ 
ed thirty werfts, and came through large fields 
of cotton and faffron. We loft, this day, a-- 
number of horfes, by heat, fatigue, and want 
of forage. It is to be obferved of this coun¬ 
try, that the fummer is fo exceffive hot, and 
all the grafs is fo entirely withered and fcorch- 
ed up, that the inhabitants are obliged to feed 
their cattle with hay, which they provide in 
the winter, when the country abounds with 
grafs and pafturage. From this place, his 
majefty difpatched three Coftaeks, with a 
guide, to fultan Udenich, who lived at fome 
diftance from the mountains, requiring him to 
fend a deputation in order to a conference, 
and defiring him to fupply the army with 
beafts of burden, to transport our baggage to 
Derbent. 

Oft 
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Bookviji. On the 18th, we marched twenty.-fivp 
L '^^ / werfts, and encamped on the banks of the ri¬ 
ver Nitzi, where the guide returned to us, 
Udemch’s with fultan Udenich’s anfwer, having his nofe 
cruelty, and both his ears cut off, and informed his 
confe S ma j e % that they had, in his prefence, put the 
queuees. three Coffacks to death, in a moflt cruel and 
barbarous manner : the fultan bade him tell 
the emperor, that whoever of his people fell 
into his hands fhould be treated in the fame 
manner; and as to the deftred conference, they 
were ready to hold it with their feymitars in 
their hands. 

On the igth, the Tartars appeared on the 
jade of the hill, about twelve thoufand ftrong, 
to put their threats in execution : and as we 
were Sufficiently on our guard, by the return 
of* the meffenger, the army was immediately 
under arms, without ftriking their tents, and 
his majefly marched in perfon toward the ene¬ 
my, with only his own divifion, which con- 
lifted of fix battalions, ordering only a part of 
the army to follow. Upop our approaching 
the foot of the hill, we fired fmartly on each 
Other, without much damage on either fide, 
and as they flood upon a very high eminence, 
we could not bring our cannon to bear on 
them the emperor perceiving they kept their 
flation without advancing towards us, ordered 
the dragoons and Coffacks to march round, 
and attack them upon the hill, which they 
did with great expedition,, and as they afeend- 
pd the declivity, we fiiw them pH the way. 
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but they were not difcovered by the enemy boosviij. 
till they were clofe at their backs, when a 
great daughter eniued, and the Tartars fled 
with the utmod precipitation, leaving between 
fix and feven hundred men dead on the fpot, 
and forty were taken prifoners; among whom 
were fome perfons of didin&ion, and their 
Mahometan pried, who had been one of their 
principal leaders, and not only advifed, but 
perpetrated with his own hands, that horrid 
and cruel murder of the three Coffacks, cut¬ 
ting open their breads while they were yet 
alive, and taking out their hearts, and whofe 
bodies were afterwards found duck upon 
dakes, near the fultan’s palace, by our dra¬ 
goons, who purfued the enemy to the very 
gates, which they alfo entered, putting every 
one they met with to the fword, amounting to 
upwards of three thoufand men; for they had 
fent away their women and children to the 
mountains, before they fet out on this expedi¬ 
tion, in which, befides the fl^in, the fultan’s 
re fide nee and fix other villages were burnt and 
entirely dedroyed. 

In the purfuit, a party of the dragoons had Twenty 
driven twenty Tartars into a narrow place, def P erat « 
from which there was no poHibility of efcap- TarUrs ' 
ing, and finding themfelves fo clofely hemmed 
in, they fell on their knees, and offered, in 
this fupplicating podure, to deliver up their 
fire asms, with the butt ends foremod, upon 
which twenty of the dragoons were ordered 
to difraount and fecure them ; but upon their 

approach, 
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Boot vm. approach, thefe defperadoes rofe up, and threw 
, 7 „. their javelins, and killed every one of the dra¬ 
goons, and then made fo bold an attack, with 
their fcymitars in their hands, that they wound¬ 
ed feveral more, not giving over till they were 
every one cut to pieces. 

General Romantzof was ordered to march 
with our fix battalions, to affift the dragoons 
in deftroying the fultan’s refidence, and on 
our way we were attacked by a body of fix 
hundred horfe, who were coming from a 
neighbouring chief to Udenich’s afliftance. 
In their attack they advanced and retired in 
a very uncommon manner : they were formed 
only twelve in front, but fifty in depth, fol¬ 
lowing each other with their drawn fcymitars; 
when the front ranks had made an attempt on 
our fcrewed bayonets, they wheeled about, 
and placed themfelves again in the rear; having 
continued to attack us in this manner near 
half an hour, they thought proper to march 
off, with the lofs of feveral men and horfes 
killed and wounded. In this attack, one of 
their commanders, who had diftinguiftied him- 
felf with fuperior courage and a&ivity, made 
frequent attempts, and wounded two of our 
men : general Romantzof obferving him, and 
feeing me with a rifle-piece in my hand, de¬ 
fined I would endeavour to bring him down, 
which I did at his next attack, by fhooting 
him through the thigh, and he tumbled from 
his horfe, which, with his own perfion, was 
immediately fecured. The general was pleaf- 

ed 
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cd to make me a prefent of his horfe and book vnr. 
furniture, with his fcymitar, bow and arrows; 
the bridle and furniture were overlaid with 
ftuds of gilt filver, the handle and fcabbard 
of the fcymitar, with the fame in filligree 
work ; the horfe I fold for fixty ducats, the 
fcymitar, bow and arrows, I brought with me 
to Britain, and ftill have them in my poffeffi- 
on. By this means general Romantzof made 
me fome amends for the horfe and furniture 
left me by marlhal Weyde, which had been 
detained from me as I mentioned formerly. 

This rencounter being ended, wc continued 
our march towards Udenich’s refidence, and 
found all th'e way we went the road ftrewed 
with dead bodies, which had been killed by 
our dragoons in the purfuit; and among the 
reft, a youth between eighteen and twenty 
years of age, whofe head had been but newly y 0Ul ™ 
cut off: the beauty of his face and perfon flain. 
were, even in death, fo extraordinary, that 
every one flood to look at him as they paf- 
fed the corpfe, declaring they had never feen 
any one comparable to him ; but as the admi¬ 
ration of this corpfe retarded our march, the 
general ordered the body to be removed out of 
the way. After having marched about fifteen 
werfts, wc were met by the dragoons and Cof- 
facks on their return, richly laden with plun¬ 
der ; and general Waterang having informed 
Romantzof that all was over and completely 
finilhed, we returned all together in one body, 
end on our arriving at the eminence where 

the 
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Booi vm. the enemy made, their firft appearance, we 
*"'^2'-' found twenty-one of the prifoners hung up, 
by way. of reprifal, for the cruel death of our 
three Coffacks : one of the prifoners was fent 
back to_ fultan Udenich, w r ith his nofe and ears 
cut oftf, with, a letter, reproaching him with 
his ravage cruelty towa’rd our innocent mef- 
fengers. The prieft was quartered for his in¬ 
human barbarity. 

Undaunt- While this detachment were abfent on that 
ed refolu- fervice, lord admiral Apraxin, who command- 
ihe D ° f ft ec ^ thfi- army in chief, had been examining 
■ 'fome <pf the prifoners, and afking them why 
they had put our. innocent meiTengers to fd 
cruel a death l they replied, that they knew 
nothing farther about it, but that it was donp 
by their fultan’s. orders, at the inftigation of 
the prieft : the prieft being thereupon interro¬ 
gated, very boldly anfwered, that he would 
have, done the fame to every one of our people 
whom he could have got in his power, to re¬ 
venge. the treatment tire Tartars of Andreof 
had received from us, whofe chief we had put 
to fa ignominious a death, and whofe friends 
and allies they were ; befides, they were a free 
nation, and would fubjedt themfelves to no 
prince qn earth. The admiral then afked him, 
how he could venture to attack fo numerous 
and regular an army, who were (o far fuperi- 
or to any force they could raife, and all the 
aftiftancc they could,expeft from their.neigh¬ 
bours ? to which the prieft replied, that they 
were not at all afraid of our foot foldiers, wdio 

were 
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were not able to follow them into mountains, 
and as to the CofTacks, they had been ufed to 
beat them often on former occaflons : but what 
difconcerted them moft was our blue coats, 
(meaning the dragoons), who kept fo clofe to¬ 
gether on horfeback. He then told the admi¬ 
ral to afk him no more queftions, for he was 
fully determined not to anfwer any, and that 
he neither afked nor expeded any favour from 
fuch Chriftian dogs: upon which he was ta¬ 
ken away. Another prifoner being brought 
before the admiral’s tent to be examined, he 
would give no anfwer to any queftion that was 
put to him, on which he was ordered to be 
flripped and whipped ; but on receiving the 
firft lafli, he fnatched a fword from an officer’s 
fide, and flew with it towards the admiral, 
whom he would certainly have killed, had not 
the two centries before the tent, run him 
through the body with their bayonets ; and 
even after he fell, he pulled the mufket out 
of the hands of one of the centries, who, in, 
ftruggling to wreft it from him, had a large 
piece of fleffi bit out of his arm by this defpe- 
rate fellow, who was then foon difpatched. 
His majefty coming up at this time, the admi¬ 
ral told him, that lie was certainly come into 
this country to be devoured by mad dogs, hay¬ 
ing never had fuch a fright before in his whole 
life: the emperor replied, fmiling, if the peo¬ 
ple of this country underftood the art of war, 
it would be impoffible for any nation to cope 
with them. 
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Boo*vnr. The emperor, with a view ta keep tbefs - 
people in awe, ordered a fort to be eredled on 
the river Nitzi,. under the direction of baron 
Renne, lieutenant of the guards, as engineer, 
and all the Kalmuck Tartars, with feme Cof- 
faeks, were left to eover and protect the 
works. 

The army moved again on the 21ft, and 
marching all the way through, vineyards and 
orchards, we came at night to the river Dur- 
back, twenty werfts. Here we were met by 
a melfenger, with a hand feme retinue, from 
the ftrong city of Buku, to congratulate his 
majefty on his fafe arrival in thole parts ; re¬ 
commending themfelves and their city to his 
protection* earneftly requeuing, to be relieved 
from Myr Maghmud the ufurper, againft 
whom they had found means to» defend them¬ 
felves the two years laft paft, and. befeeehing 
the emperor to haften to their relief. 

We marched again on the 2 2d, through or¬ 
chards and vineyards, fifteen werfts, when we 
arrived at a fmall river, where we found plenty 
of grafs, having fuffered greatly for want of it 
all the way from Tarku to this place * and 
next day, the 23d, we continued our mute 
through thefe delightful vineyards, fifteen 
Arrive at werfts, to Derbent. His majefty was met half 
Derb^nt., way by the governor and principal citizens, 
who prefented him with the keys of their city, 
offering, at the fame time, to admit his troops 
into the citadel, to garrifon it for the protec¬ 
tion of their city, which had defende d it 'elf a 

confiderable 
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confiderable time againft the arms of the Book vhl 
uiurper Maghmud : this generous offer met a 
very gracious reception. We marched through 
the city the fame day, under a triple falvo of 
all their artillery, and encamped on the fouth 
fide of the town, being now entered, for the 
firft time, into Perfia. We could now plainly 
fee Mount Arrarat from our camp, rearing his 
fummit far above the reft of the Caucafus. 

The emperor now r appointed a governor and 
three thoufand men to garrifon the caftle, to 
whom the inhabitants, with much joy, gave 
the immediate poffeffion, as they were there¬ 
by relieved from the fatigues and hardfhips 
they had fo long undergone, in defending their 
city againft the forces of the ufurper. On the 
ramparts were mounted one hundred iron, and 
fixty brafs cannon, twelve and nine pounders, 
with a large ftore of ammunition. At a fmali 
diftance, on each fide of the caftle, ftands a 
high watch tower, from which they can difeo- 
ver the approach of the enemy at a great dis¬ 
tances. 

The city of Derbent, in the province of De!cripti- 
Shirvan, lies in 41 deg. 5 r min. north latitude, °. n of tlie 
is fituated on the fhore of the Cafpian; the Cl£y ' 
walls are carried into ten feet depth of water, 
to prevent any one’s palling that w r ay; its 
length, from eaft to weft, is nearly five werfts, 
but its breadth is not proportionable. It is not 
only the frontier of Perfia, lying on its utmoft' 
confines on this fide, but may, with great pro¬ 
priety, be called the gate of it, reaching from 

the 
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the mountain into the Tea. The city is divided 
into three diftindt quarters ; the cattle, fituat- 
ed upon the top of the mbuntain, had always 
a ftrong Perfian garrifon. The fecond, and 
principal, reaches from the foot of the moun¬ 
tain to the lower town, which makes the 
third, and reaches to the fea fide. This latt, 
which was formerly inhabited by Greeks, is 
not now much frequented, being, for the molt 
part, converted into gardens, tince the place 
Was regained ffom the Turks. The w hole ci¬ 
ty is inclofed with a very ftrong wall, fo broad 
that a waggon may drive along the top of it, 
without the leaft inconvenience, and flanked 
With fquare towers at proper diftances. The 
walls are built with large fquare ftones, which 
appear like a heap of fea-fhells cemented to¬ 
gether, yet are hard and durable as marble, 
and, when polifhed, look extremely beautiful. 
Moft of the quarries in the Caucafus, are of 
this kind of ftone. The houfes are built and 
furnifhed in the fame manner as thofe of Tar- 
ku ; the inhabitants are all Mahometans, ex¬ 
cept fome Jews, whofe chief bufinefs is trad¬ 
ing in ftolen children, brought to market here 
by the neighbouring Tartars of Dageftan •, or 
fome Turkifh or Ruffian captives, which they 
pick up on fome of their excurfions, which 
the Jews carry farther into Perfia, and difpofe 
of. 

The mountain above the city, which is, for 
the moft part, covered with w T ood, prefents us 
with the ruins of a very ancient wall, which, 

if 
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if any credit can be given to the tradition of book viii. 
the natives, had formerly a communication 
all the way to the Euxine Tea, through an 
extent of country near three hundred werfts 
in length : this much, however, is certain, the 
ruins of it ftill appear, in fome places, .fix feet 
high, in others, two or three, and in others, 
the track of it is quite loft. On fome of the 
adjacent hills are alfo to be feen the ruins of 
fcveral old caftlcs, of a fquare form, twm of 
which, remaining undemolifhed to this day, 
are garrifoned by the Perfians. The natives 
in general are of opinion, that the city of Der- 
bent was built by Alexander the Great, and 
that the long wall, which reached to the Eux¬ 
ine, was built by his order, to prevent the in- 
curfions of the Scythians into Perfia. 

Near to our camp we faw fome thoufands of Remarfea- 
tombs, covered with ftones half round, (cylin- bIetombs * 
drical), but exceeding the ordinary ftature of 
men, having all of them Arabic inferiptions. 

The report is, that in former ages, (yet fince 
the time of Mahomet), there was a certain 
king in Media, named Kaftan, received a fig- 
nal defeat in a battle he fought againft the 
Dageftan Tartars at this place, and that the 
bodies of his officers, flain in the battle, were 
buried in thefe tombs. The relation feems 
not to be altogether fi&itious, there being, at 
fome fmall diftancc, near the fea, forty other 
tombs, exceeding thofe in bignefs, inclofed by 
a wall, which, having each its banner, are 
faid to be the fepulchres. of fo many lords of 

Z the 
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b.ok viii. the firft rank, and other holy men who accom- 
panied them : here both Perfians and Tartars, 
of both fexes, come to pay their devotions, by 
killing thole fepulchres, and laying their hands 
on them while they are at prayers. 

Alexan- The inhabitants of Derbent have an old 
Melkeha- tradition among them, concerning Alexander 
tun. the Great, and Melkehatun, a widow fultana, 
in the province of Irvan. On an expedition 
into thofe parts, Alexander went as his 
own ambaflador to the city of Berda, where 
the fultana refided, to demand a furrender of 
herfelf, her city, and country, to the difcre- 
tion of the conqueror : Melkehatun, being a 
woman of curiofity and tafte, had fome time 
before procured a picture of Alexander, drawn 
from the life, fo that he had no fooner prefent- 
ed himfelf before her than fhe knew him : 
having delivered his meflage, Ihe defired him 
to dine with her, after which he fhould receive 
his anfwer to carry to the king his matter; 
upon which he was carried into a great hall, 
where a table was covered with gold and fil- 
ver, and the fide difhes of gold plate were full 
of her jewels. The great conqueror being 
feated with the queen, fhe earneftly prefled 
him to eat, at which the great Alexander was 
very much furprifed, and afked the queen if 
her table could afford no other victuals than 
what he faw before him, for thefe would not 
allay his hunger? fhe faid :—“ 01 Alexander, 
“ I thought you could live on nothing elfe, 
“ fince for the fake of riches, you have laid 

‘‘ fo 
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u fo many countries wafte, and left the poor Coorvm. 
“ inhabitants to peri(h for want: you fee now, 
u if you had all the treafure this world affords, 

“ and had no victuals, you muft perifh.” 

Here fhe ordered a curtain to be drawn afide, 
which difcovered his own picture, that hung 
juft O'ppofite to him, thereby (hewing him by 
what means (he knew him; telling him, that 
notwithftanding he was now in her power, (he 
would prefent him with all her treafure, as (he 
found that riches were his only motive (or ran- 
facking the world ; begging, in return, that 
fhe, and her fubjeCts, might be allowed to 
cultivate and enjoy their land in peace. The 
behaviour and wife difeourfe of the queen fo 
pleafed the great Alexander, that he granted 
her what (he could a(k or defire, without ac¬ 
cepting any of her prefents, except her picture 3 
and after being regaled with fubftantial victu¬ 
als, he departed very well fatisfied With the 
lady and her entertainment. They fay, he 
then proceeded to the province or Shirwan, 
and laid the foundation of Derbent, and gave 
order, that a wall (hould be built thence to 
the Euxine fea, with watch-towers at every 
mile’s diftance, which was accordingly execut¬ 
ed. They alfo fay, it was at Derbent where 
he received a vifit from the Amazonian queen. 
Thaleftris, whofe territories extended from 
hence to the river Buftro, on the borders of 
Circaflia. 

Thirteen ftore-lhips having arrived at the 
mouth of the river Millukenti with provifions, 

Z 2 from 
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Boor vrii. from Aftrachan, for the army, we marched 
thither, fifteen werfts, on the 24th, and found 
them at anchor. Here his majefty propofed 
to make a harbour for his Ihips on the Cafpi- 
an, as there was no other place near Derbent 
fit for that purpofe, and I received orders to 
ere£t a fort to cover it: the dragoons were im¬ 
mediately fet to work to provide fafcines and 
pallifades, and the infantry to break the 
Jockaiis § roun d- The firft night after our fires were 
and fand* lighted, we were vifited by creatures called 
hares. jackals, which howled in a moll pitiful man¬ 
ner ; the light of our fires had brought fuch 
numbers from the mountains, and they' made 
fuch a difagreeable noife in the very front of 
our camp, that we could get no fleep for that 
night, and being ignorant what they were, 
our furprife continued till day-light, when we 
Ihot feveral of them, and found them to be of 
the fox kind ; after this we fired evening guns, 
which terrified them fo much, that they kept 
in the mountains. We found alfo at this 
place a number of fmall creatures, called fand- 
hares, fomewhat larger than rats; the head, 
fore-part, and tail, exa&ly refemble thofe of 
the lion ; their fore-legs are very Ihort, and 
their hinder ones very long, fo that inftead of 
running, they jump backwards or forwards, 
at a furprifmg quick rate, fpringing full three 
feet from the ground. We had much diver- 
fion in chafing thefe creatures, although we 
could catch but few of them, as they foon get 
into their holes, for they burrow like rabbits; 

they 
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they are very fat, and good to eat. This Book vm. 
night we loft above feven hundred of our hor- 
fes, all of which fwelled and burft, by eating 
a poifonous herb which abounds in thefe parts ■, 
but none of our camels or oxen fuffered by it, 
who, upon trial, would fcarcely fmell at it. 

The natives are particularly careful to keep 
their horfes from feeding where this herb grows, 
which is only found near the fea-fide. 

We had fuch a furious ftorm of wind on Thirtee* 
the 25th, from the north, that all our thirteen j^ nl P°^ ts 
ftore-thips, with our provifions, were driven buried ii> 
aftiore, and foon beat to pieces, but the men th « 
were all faved, and in lefs than three hours ' 
there was not the leaft appearance of any of 
the wreck to be feen, which was all buried 
under the fand, occafioned by the fhortnefs of 
the waves, which fucceeded each other fo 
quickly, that the fands are thereby raifed to 
a great degree: the next day it was quite calm, 
and all hands were fet to work to dig for our 
loft provifions, and with fome toil and labour 
we recovered them ; they confided chiefly in 
rye meal and flour all in facks, and the fait- 
water had not penetrated above an inch into 
them, and all within that was entirely fafe; it 
was immediately diftributed to the army, with 
orders to bake it into bread, and after that to 
make fuchary of it. The Ruffian foldiers al- Suchai-y. 
ways bake their own bread, making ovens in b t ead - 
the ground wherever they come; and when 
they are ordered to make fuchary of it, they 
cut the loaves, which commonly are of fix 

pounds 
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Jiooit vm. pounds weight, into fmall fquare pieces, and 
■ , 7Mi dry them in an oven, or in the fun, by which 
they turn fo light, that a man can eafily car¬ 
ry as much bread as will ferve him twelve or 
fourteen days, and this kind of bread is fo 
hard, that they foak it before they eat it; but 
they never make it but on neceffary and pref- 
fing occafions. The Ruffians are fo fond of 
fuchary, that they always have plenty of the 
beft kind of it in their houfes, and ufe it in 
foups; it eats very pleafant, and will keep a- 
bove a yean 

Two ex- Two meffiengers now arrived in our camp; 
preffes the one from the city of Shamachie, and the 
ambaffa- other from Baku, imploring his majefty’s af- 
<Jor arrive fiftance againft Myr Maghmud, the ufurper ; 
“" he ai ' and very foon after thofe, came three meffen- 
gers, viz. from the Armenians, Melitener, and 
the Georgians, who are all of them of the ; 
communion of the Greek church ; praying the. 
emperor to fend them fome of his troops to 
suable them to defend themfelves againft the 
jdjL’iper, as they were fully determined to per- 
I'cycie in their allegiance to their rightful 
ibpju -, and the next day an ambaffador ar¬ 
rived 3 ftom the young fophi himfelf, who was 
\ cYy pre.ffing to have our army advance with 
all poffitve difpatch to his affiftance; offering 
to give.hi» rnajefty poffeffion of the ftrong ci¬ 
ties of Shamachie, and Baku. Upon 

this we matk' all the difpatch we could to fi- 
nifn the fprt ,&nd harbour; after which we irt^ 
>vr;ded to fet tyit upon this expedition. Hav¬ 
ing 
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J ng lo many hands continually employed onBooicvm; 
the works, the fort was finilhed on the 5th of 
September, which confifted of four baftions, 
furrounded by a moat, into which water from 
the river was led ; and a covert way palli fad¬ 
ed ; a captain with 200 regulars, and 300 Cof- 
facks, were put into it for its defence. 

Our army was in readinefs to fet forward a Turk- 
next day, when, to our great furprife, a Turk- ambat- 
ifh ambaflador arrived from Shamachie, in- biigJs The 
forming the emperor, that they had taken pof- emperor 
feflion of that city, and that it was by the or- t0 return * 
ders of the grand lignor, his mailer, that he 
came to lignify to his majelly, the umbrage 
taken by the Porte at the progrefs he had made 
in thofe parts; and likewife to delire him to 
withdraw his forces; and if the emperor Ihould 
refufe, to declare war againll Rulfia. Upon 
weighing this matter duly, his majelly did not 
think proper to proceed, as he did not choofe, 
at this juncture, to have any rupture with the 
Turks ; more efpecially, as he was then at fo 
great a dillancc from his own country with 
the flower of his army ; he .therefore immedi¬ 
ately refolved to return back, lo that this was 
the utmoll limits, for this time, of our Perlian 
expedition, and the provinces which had now 
fo earncllly fought our affillance, were after¬ 
wards obliged to put themfelves under the pro¬ 
tection of the Turks. 

All thefe troubles and diiorders at this timeOccaiioR 
in Perlia, were occafioned by the indolence 
arjd lloth of Shah Hufiein, their king, whole \ n p e 'f t5 . 

only 
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only enjoyments were the pleafnres of his ha- 
ram, (or feraglio), fuffering his eunuchs to go¬ 
vern at pleafure. This encouraged the Tar¬ 
tars, Moguls, and Arabians, to make feveral 
irruptions into his provinces, and they were 
only removed thence by the force of money. 
Georgi-chan, the prince of Georgia, was go¬ 
vernor of the city of Candahar, on the fron¬ 
tier of India, who being informed, or appre¬ 
hending that Myr Weis, the tax-gatherer, was 
endeavouring to excite a revolt among the 
Aghvans, communicated the affair to the court 
of Ifpahan : Myr Weis was fent for, where 
his fine parts enabled him very foon to make 
many friends, and, at the fame time, to dis¬ 
cover the weaknels of a court quite immerfed 
in foftnefs and pleafures. He found means to 
be fent back to Candahar with fome authori¬ 
ty ; where he was no fooner returned, than 
he affaffinated prince Georgi-chan, and forced 
the Aghvans to revolt. Thus he raifed him- 
felf to the fovereign power, which he main¬ 
tained till he died, the court of Perfia not be¬ 
ing able to reduce him to obedience. He was 
fucceeded by his brother, who was, foon aflaf- 
finated by his nejbhew Myr Maghmut, fon of 
Myr Weis. It was he that made himfelf 
matter of all Perfia, and drove Shah HufTein 
from the throne. What became of that prince 
after his flight, none could ever tell. 

Our army decamped on the 6 th of Septem¬ 
ber, and we fet out on our return to Derbent, 
to the great mortification of thofe people, who 

had 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 345 

had fo long relied on our afliftance, whofe 
meflfengers now left us with heavy hearts, find- , 7tt . 
ing all their hopes fruftrated, being now left 
at the mercy of the ufurper Myr Maghmut. 

The Turkifh ambaflador attended us till we 
entered again into Dageftan. We pafled 
through and encamped on the north fide of 
Derbent, on our return, to the general joy of 
the whole army, who did not in the leaft re- 
lifli this expedition among fuch a favage 
barbarous people. On the 7th the Turkiih 
ambaflador had his audience of leave, and 
went to Derbent, where he remained till he 
heard we were re-embarked for Aft radian. 

We had now left behind us the five hundred 
men in the fmall fort on the river Millukenti, 
and our governor and three thoufand men in 
garrifon at Derbent, and this day marching 
fifteen werfts, we refted on the 8th. The 
heavy dews now began to fall in the night¬ 
time, which rendered it very cold; the fuddenCold 
change from the fcofching heat of the days to 
the coldnefs of the night made it intolerable. 

We marched again fifteen werfts on the 9th, 
and refted on the loth, in the night of which 
the hills were very thick covered with fnow, 
which made it fo exceeding cold, that we 
heartily repented having left our warm clothes 
behind us at Aftrachan, thinking we flhould 
have no occafion for them in fo hot a climate. 

On the 11 th we marched twenty-four werfts 
to the river Nitzi, where we found the fort 
finilhed by baron Ronne, for the defence of 

which 
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Boo* vm. which we had left One hundred foldiers, and 
two hundred Coffacks. It was at this place 
where we were attacked by fultan Udinach’s 
army, and we now found they had carried 
away in the night, the bodies of their country¬ 
men we had hung up by way of rcprifal for 
icus^nd t ^ ie mur ^ er the Coffacks. A meffenger ar- 
haraffing rived here from Derbent, to inform us that 
march- Udinach, joined by Perfian Ufmei and fultan 
Mahmut of Utimifhof, had affembled twenty 
thoufand men with an intention to attack us in 
the night- time, which obliged us to Hand to 
our arms all night long, which was bitter cold, 
and we continued in that quarter till next day 
at noon, the enemy hovering all the while 
within fight: however, we moved again, and 
made an afternoon’s march of twelve werfts, 
in continual view of the enemy, who endea¬ 
voured. to attack us feveral times on our march, 
but as conftantly fled on our approach, ftill 
hovering near us, and took two of our Cof¬ 
facks prifbners, and we took three of their 
Tartars. The wind blew fo very hard this 
day, that we were almoft blinded with the fand 
and duft, of which they thought to avail 
themfelves, but were fruftrated by our vigi¬ 
lance. We continued under armsall this night, 
which proved very dewy and cold, but as we 
were attacked in the night in fome part or 
other, our continual motion kept us in fome 
heat. Next day feeing the enemy drawn up 
very near us, we formed and continued all day 
in order of battle, and remained all the follow¬ 
ing 
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ing night in the fame order, and not a man b«o*vui. 
offered to ftir out of his rank, being attacked 
this night in almoft every quarter of the army: 
yet we no fooner offered to advance toward 


them than they fled. We now again loft feve- 
ral hundreds of our horfes by that poifonous 
herb before mentioned. 


On the 14th we marched twenty-four werfts 
in conftant view of the enemy, who ftill kept 
ikirting the mountains, every now and then 
attacking us with fmall parties, on which oc- 
cafions we took two more of them prifoners, 
but were obliged to continue all this night alfo 
under arms, without either pitching our tents 
or lighting fires, by which means officers and 
men were reduced fo low by continual march¬ 
ing, watching, and cold, that our whole army 
were become very feeble and unfit for duty. 
On the 15th, notwithftanding the low ftate to 
which we were reduced, we marched to Tarku, 


twenty-five werfts, and before we got there 
the enemy difappeared. We difpatched two 
trumpeters, attended by two Coffacks, to ac-» 
quaint the fhafkal with our approach, but 
when we advanced near the city, we found 
them lying murdered on the road ; their 
cloaths and horfes were found in the poffeflion 
of feven Dageftan Tartars belonging to Tarku, 
whom we apprehended and quartered them 
in the city in the prefence of the fhafkal and 
the inhabitants, and hung up their quarters in 
the tnoft public places for an example to others. 
Ilis majefty upbniided {he fhafkal in fevcrc 


terms, 



348 MEMOIRS OF 

Bw®« vm. terms, bbth for the murder of his meffengers, 
and his treachery in joining' and conniving with 
his enemies to annoy his army: the fhaf kal in 
his owii vindication affured his majefty that he 
was innocent of what had happened, but that 
his brother, and two of his .own fons, had put 
themfelves at the head of a difaffe&ed body of 
his people, and rifen in rebellion againft him j 
and as he had now fecured them, he entreated 
his majefty to take them and the reft of the 
male contents, and do with them whatever he 
pleafed: they were accordingly all delivered 
over to us, and fent as prifoners or hoftages 
to Aftrachan. 

We marched again on the 16th, ten werfts 
from Tarku, without the leaft moleftation : on 
our way one of the prifoners brought from 
Tarku, fnatched a fabre from the fide of one 
of our Coftacks, with which he very near cut 
off his right arm, but, upon his endeavouring 
to make his efcape, was fhot through'the head 
by another Coffaek who was attending him. 
Refuming our march on the 17th, we went 
Iwenty-feven werfts ; but our guide led us 
unite, out of the road, into fenny and marfhy 
ground quite overgrown with reeds, which 
occnfioned great confufion in the army, and 
obliged us to return in a very dark night-to ex¬ 
tricate ourfelves. Our guide being fufpefied 
of treachery, was put in irons, and being 
found guilty, he was hanged next morning. 

T 1 e r 8th, we marched twenty-five werfts 
to the banks of the Sulack, where the river 

Agrechan 
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Agrechan feparates from it. Here we found Boo* vm. 
a plain beautiful fpot of ground on both fides 
the river; the country overgrown with large 
tall trees and excellent pafturage, which en- 
ticed his majefty to build a new and well Sweugo- 
fortified town at this place to keep the Da- Kreft - 
geftan Tartars in awe, and I Lad orders to 
lay a plan before him. The plan confifted of 
five baftions, and two demi-baftions next the 
river on the fouth-fide, with ravelins and a 
palifaded covered way ; on the north-fide 
were fix baftions, alfo with ravelins and a 
palifaded covered way; the two fides to com¬ 
municate by a bridge in the middle over the 
river. The emperor approved the plan, and 
all hands were immediately fet to work under 
my direction in chief, with lix engineers un¬ 
der me to carry on the work: when the 
works were laid out and the ftreets regulated, 
a number of hands were employed in felling 
timber for building houfes, lb that fortifying 
and building went on at the fame time. His 
majefty named the new city Swetago-Kreft (or 
Holy-Crofs), and appointed general Waterang 
commander in chief of the army which was to 
be left for the protection and accomplifhment 
of the works ; the army confifted of 7000 
dragoons, 5000 regular infantry, and 6000 
Coflacks ; in all 18,000 men. 


At this time, an exprefs arrived from Der- Fort 
bent, which informed his majefty that a body the river 
of 10,000 rebel Perfians had attacked our N" l ' Elde ~ 
fort at the river Millukenti, and that the gar-andrew 

rifon £ ed - 
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Book vui. rifoii had made fuch a vigorous defence, that 
the enemy were obliged to retire, with the 
lofs of 600 men; and that the other fort, 
at the river Nitzi, had been furp'rifed and ta¬ 
ken, by fultan Udinach, who had quartered 
all the garrifon, and crucified the Officers ora 
the fame fpot of ground where we formerly 
executed his people : the exprefs alfo brought 
intelligence, that fultan Udinach was no foon- 
er informed of our army’s being gone to the 
river Sulack, than thinking himfelf in perfect 
fafety, he had brought all his people down 
from their retreats in the mountains, and that 
they were enjoying themfelves, in great (ecu- 
rity in the vallies. The emperor now loft no 
time in difpatching a body of light horfe, con- 
fifting of 10,000 Coflacks, and 15,000 Kal¬ 
muck Tartars, who went with fuch expedi¬ 
tion, that they came upon them living in the 
utmoft fecurity; put feveral thoufands of their 
men to the fword, the two fultans, Udinach 
and Maghmut, very narrowly efcaped, leav¬ 
ing their women, children, and cattle, a prey 
to the vanquiftiers, befides their Haves, the 
whole amounting to feveral thoufands of both 
fexes. Among the flaves were four hundred 
and thirty-feven Ruffians of both fexes, who 
were now left to inhabit the new city of Swe- 
tago-Kreft the emperor allowed the captors 
two rubles a head for the Ruffians j the reft 
were fold; as the Coflacks and Kalmucks ferve 
the emperor in his wars, no purchafe no pay, 
having only bread allowed them while they 

continue 
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continue in fervice, all the prifoners and booty B«o*vni. 
they take is their own, to difpofe of as they '”7^1 
can to the beft advantage. When the remain¬ 
ing prifoners, on this occafion, were offered to 
fale, there were found among them upwards 
of two hundred Georgian fiaves, all Chriftians 
of the Greek church; for thefe an agreement 
was made with the captors, at ten rubles a 
head, which her majefty, the emprefs, paid 
for their redemption, and they were likewife 
left to people the new town. The reft of the 
Coflacks who were not employed, and the 
Kalmuck Tartars, were now fent home to 
their own country, through Circaflia and the 
deferts of Aftrachan, richly provided with 
flaves and cattle of ail forts, having made a 
profitable campaign of it. 

His majefty was now preparing to move The *rmy 
homewards, and I had accommodated my af- 
fairs to ftay in this place, but I received or- *„d the 
ders to attend the emperor to Aftrachan, and p«>»jflons 
to leave the direction of the works to lieuten- captain’s 
ant-colonel Brunie, as engineer in my abfence, galley 
which I obeyed with great pleafure ; and as 
I had neither fold my camels, nor horfes, the age. 
general kindly took upon himfelf to difpofe 
of them to the beft advantage. We march¬ 
ed, on the ift of October, thirty werfts, along 
the banks of the river Agrechan, to the en¬ 
trenchments that prote&ed our gallies, and on 
our arrival, we found them all out, and ready 
at anchor to receive us. We embarked the 
feme evening, and the fleet lay there all night; 
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Boot vm. the next morning, a boat coming from the fhore, 
with provifions for my galley, funk before (he 
could reach us; the men were faved, but eve¬ 
ry bit of the provifions loft ; I fent immedi¬ 
ately to the admiral a report of our misfor¬ 
tune, and defired a fupply of provifions ; and 
he returned for anfvver, that he could not fup¬ 
ply us, as the reft of the gallies had little 
enough for their own fubfiftence. Makarof, 
his majefty’s fecretary, being then on board 
with me, was much furprifed at the anfwer ; 
faying, that a fmall lhare from each galley could 
not have been miffed, and that, from fo many 
would have been fufficient for us. The lecre- 
tary advifed me immediately to make the beft 
of our way to Aftrachan, without any regard 
to the admiral’s fignals, offering to be anfwer- 
able for the confequences, if I fhould be call¬ 
ed to account for it ; which advice I was 
determined to follow, whenever I met a fa¬ 
vourable wind to put it in execution. 

The 2d in the afternoon, the fignal was 
made to weigh, and the weather being quite 
calm, we rode along fhore till it was dark, 
when another fignal was made to anchor; the 
next day, it being ffill a calm, we rbwed till 
night, and while we lay at anchor, a furious 
ftorm arofe, which beat the fhort waves fo vi¬ 
olently againft our galley, that fhe fprung a 
leak, and notwithftanding all our exertion 
with the pumps, the water gained fo faft up¬ 
on us, that we expeded fhe would very foon go 
down ; I ran down to the cabin, to fee what 

water 
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water was under its floor, and upon entering 
there, I heard a noife of water below the fe- 
cretary’s bed, and immediately called the car¬ 
penter to take up the boards, and then we dif- 
covered the leak, which was a. hole fo big, 
that I thruft my hand through it; we got it 
immediately ftopt, and the pumps then foon 
cleared the veflel, to our great joy: feveral 
of our gallies were loll in this ftorm, but tnoft 
of the people faved. When day-light appear¬ 
ed, we faw four gallies funk at fome diftance 
from us, with their marts only above water, 
and men hanging by them, where they re¬ 
mained till the boats went and brought them 
off. Three gallies were fo deeply loaded, that 
they furl;, and all the men periftied. On the 
4th, the ftorm being abated, and the wind 
favourable, the fleet failed all day; but the 
two following days, being quite calm, we were 
obliged to have recourfe to our oars again, and 
row along fhore, which yas .very mortifying 
to the poor foldiers, who were by this time 
reduced to very ftiort allowance. The fecre- 
tary and I diftributed to them W'hat little 
provifions and brandy we could fpare, which 
went but a ftiort w r ay, among fo many men. 

The 7th, having a favourable v> 7 ind, we not 
only made all the fail we could, but likewife 
applied to our oars, and by this means we foon 
left the fleet out of fight, and continued un¬ 
der fail all night ; but it being calm in the 
morning, we were obliged to row, notwith- 
llanding the mifcrablc condition the poor fol- 

A a diers 
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Boo* vm. diers were reduced to by hunger; two of them 
died this day, more for want of food than 
ficknefs : at noon the noon the wind began to 
blow frefh, which relieved the foldiers from 
the oars, and we continued failing all that 
night, but I had loft three more of my men. 
We had a fair wind all day of the 9th, and 
made the beft ufe we could of it till we ran a- 
ground in the evening, but with the afliftance 
of a warp-anchor, we got her towed off again 
without the leaft . damage. This little ob- 
ftru&ion to our voyage greatly difheartened 
the poor ftarving men, and two more of them 
died that night; and the furvivors were more 
like ghofts than men, and were now reduced 
fo low that they could no longer handle the 
oars or fails, and even begged leave to eat their 
dead companions : from this, however, as we 
failed with a fine breeze, we got them per- 
fuaded to refrain, in hopes that one day more 
would bring us to the mouth of the Wolga. 
On the loth, the wind ftill favoured us, till 
in the evening we happily fell in with a fifhing 
boat with plenty of fifh, and the poor ftarved 
men fell to eating them fo voracioufly, that 
they had not patience to broil them; fo that I 
was obliged to fet off the boat for fear of the 
men killing themfelves; but as the fifhermen 
had given us a bag of fuchary, or bifcuit, it 
was divided in fmall fhares among them, 
•which, with the broiled fifh, a little refrefh- 
ed them ; and the joyful information that fe~ 
yeral prcy'ilion fhips were lying at the mouth 
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of the river, greatly revived their fainting fpi- 
ri's. I kept one of the fifhermen on board 
for a pilot, and ordered the boat with the fifh 
to follow us, in cafe We fhould have farther 
occafion for them. We continued to fail all 
night, but four more of my men died this 
night, who certainly would have been eaten 
by their companions, had we not been pro¬ 
vided with plenty of fifh. The irth, in the 
morning, we got into the mouth of the 
Wolga, where we found ftore-fhips full of'all 
forts of provi lions, and of which I had what 
we wanted, by giving a receipt; yet I loft 
three more of my men before I got on fhore, 
fo that I had fourteen in all ftarved to death 
on the voyage, and nine more died of too 
great plenty after we came on fhore. Here 
we waited the arrival of the fleet, which was 
on the 14th in the evening. Admiral Aprax- 
in’s galley being the firft that entered the 
river, he enquired what galley that was on 
fhore ; and on being informed, he ordered me 
to come on board his galley. Secretary Maka- 
rof went with me, and when we got on board, 
he had a long conference with the admiral in 
his cabin, and then I was called in and receiv¬ 
ed his commendations for what I had done, 
and was difmiffed ; but from the caution he 
gave me not to mention what had happened, I 
had reafon to believe he was afraid this pro¬ 
ceeding of his might come to emperor’s 
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Boo* viii. On the r 5th, the fleet proceeded up the rivef 
TtIT! to Aftrachan, and on our arrival were faluted 
Arrival at by all the artillery of the city, to the inex- 

the” C Ui n P re ^" l ^^ e J°y whole army. We debark- 

ofo'ao- ed the next day, and were put into quarters of 
ter. refrefhment, of which we flood in great need. 
One of our hofpitalfhips, with 360men, had 
been caft away upon the coaft of Turkiftan, 
or Turkomania, on the eaft fide of the 
Cafpian; of which number only one enfign, a 
prieft, and feven men returned to give the 
difmal account : the reft had nil either died or 
been made prifoners by the Tartars. We loft 
on this deftruftive expedition, above one third 
of our whole army, not in battle, but by fick- 
hefs and fatigue. 

At this time an exprefs arrived from Relht, 
the principal city of the province of Gilan, 
upon the fouthernmoft coaft of the Cafpian, 
defiring his majefty to fend them a fufficient 
number of oilf troops to defend them againft 
the ufurper Myr-Maghmut, and offering to 
put their ftrOng city into our pofleflion. His 
majefty fent a colonel and two engineers with 
one thoufand men to their relief by fea to 
Refht; but at the time of their landing, the 
ufurper being near the town with a numerous 
army, the inhabitants were afraid to admit our 
troops into the town ; our troops, therefore, 
Were obliged to entrench themfelves near the 
fea-fhore. On receiving intelligence of this, 
general Lewafof was fent w‘ith four thoufand 
%nOrc men to join them, and on their arrival, 

the 
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the inhabitants admitted them into the city; booivjii. 
the general immediately added feveral out- 
works to ftrengthen the place, and we remained 
in full pofielfion of the province, without the 
leaft difturbance from the ufurper. 

General Lewafof at his fetting out, had or¬ 
ders to call at Baku, and leave a garrifon 
there of two thoufand men ; but he came too 
late, for the citizens being difappointed of the 
fupport they hoped for from‘our army, when 
we were at Derbent, were obliged to fubmit 
themfelves to the obedience of Myr-Magh- 
mut, and they refufed to admit our troops. 

It may be proper to obferve here, that the 
jealoufy which the march of our army into 
thofe parts, had excited in the Turks, and the 
umbrage they had taken at it, was afterward 
adjufted by our ambaffador at Conftantinople, 
where it was mutually agreed that the Turks 
fhould keep Shamachie ; that Armenia, Me- 
litener, and Georgia fhould be under their 
protection ; and that the emperor, if he chofe 
it, might fubdue all the provinces bordering on 
the Cafpian fea. 

His majefty being now determined to make 
all his conquefts in future by fea, without 
running the rifque of ruining an army with 
marching again by land, gave immediate or¬ 
ders to build a fufficient number of (hips of 
burthen, and finding our former gallies too 
fmall for any dillant expedition, gave like- 
wife orders to build a number of double gal¬ 
lies of forty o^rs, to contain above three hun¬ 
dred 
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Book via. dred men each ; and having fettled all his af- 
fairs at this place, he left General Matulkin 
here to command the army in chief, and or¬ 
dered the fix battalions of his own body guards 
to attend his perfon to Mofcow. We left all 
our gallies here, and proceeded in open boats 
up the river Wolga, fo that inftead of enjoy¬ 
ing any reft in this place, Vve were again put 
to intolerable hardfhips; and we who had the 
honour of being the body guards of this inde^. 
fatigable monarch, underwent greater fatigues, 
harder duty, and feverer punifhment for ne- 
gledt of it, upon all occafions, than any of 
the reft of his army. 


BOOK 
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BOOK IX. 


Frog refs up the IVolga.to Czaritza.—The Ghoft there.— 
A Jbort ht/lory of the Gffacks.—Stephen Ratzin's Re¬ 
bellion.—Ordered to furvey the Cajpian fea , on’which 
he proceeds to Jaick and Tembo —IJland of Knla, and 
Tv., hi flan Tartars —Gulf of Jfkander.—River Oxus 
and the UJleck Tartars.—Ike Gulf of Carabuga .— 
River Daria.—River Off a.—Gulf of AJI> abat. — Pro¬ 
vinces of Terebat and Maffenderan.—Gulf of Sinfili 
and City of Refht.—Difficult path of the Pyles—The 
Rivers Ardefch’n and Linker an, and the famous naph¬ 
tha oil-pits.—The river Cyrus , or Kur.—The city of 
Baku.—City of Shamachie.—City of Dei bent.—The 
river Sulack.—Gulf of Agrechan , Ifland of Trentzeni 
and city of Terki.-—General Defcription of the, Cajpian 
Jea —IVatch tower on John's Ifland.—General Matuf- 
kn’s marriage to the widow in tears.—Conte ft among the 
Kalmucks , and expedition againft them.—Difcription of 
their kibbets.—A battle with the Kalmucks.—Some odd 
C.uftoms among them.—The Baranetz, or Lambfkin .— 
Returns for Mofcow up the TVolga.—A narrow efcape 
from the ice. — P: oceed by land. A cruel robbery in the 

woods.—A remai kable dfcovery of a town , with an ac- 
count of it.—A wild girl taken in the wood.—Arrival 
at Mnfcmu. 


T H E emperor fet out from hence on the BOOK , x< 
c; th of November ; for the firft three 
days fome foldicrs were put on fhore to tow up 
the boats againft the ftream, who were relieved £ cat!?**, 
every' hour j the 8th y having a favourable 

wind 



wind from the fouth, we went under fail for 
four days. On the i ith we met the ice in 
large {heets floating down the river, and two 
of our battalions being then in the rear, I 
a Iked, and obtained leave of Brigadier Kartz- 
min, under Whofe command they were, to 
make the beft of my way, and with much toil 
and labour reached Zornayar on the 16th, a 
fortified town with a numerous garrifon. The 
river being completely frozen over this night, 
I was obliged to draw my boat on ftiore, and 
had the good fortune to be the only officer of 
our divifion frozen up at an inhabited place, 
ffis majefly, with four battalions, was ftopt 
forty werfts below us, and could not reach 
Zornayar by land till the 19th. His majefly 
proceeded by land to Czaritza, and we re¬ 
mained at Zornayar, till the Kalmuck Tartars 
came over the river on the ice to take up their 
ufual winter-quarters in the defart: they co¬ 
vered a road with earth over the ice for their 
cattle to pafs .on, their horfes, for want of 
fhoeing, as well as their other cattle, being 
equally unable to fet their feet on the bare 
ice. 

We now bought horfes of the Tartars at a 
very cl;eap rate, and fet forward on the 17th 
of December through a barren defart country, 
without meeting a Angle houfe in all our 
way, being obliged to lie in our tents for four 
fuccefiive nights in very cold weather, and in 
want of every neceflary : we arrived at Cza- 
ri-fza on the 21ft at night, which is five hun- 
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dred werfts above Aftrachan. When the em- book ix. 
peror left this place fome time before, with 
the other battalions, to make the beft of 
his way to Mofcow, he left orders for our two, 

(being thofe of Jngermanland and Aftrachan) 
to remain here for the winter; which orders 
we received with great pleafure, as we found 
very good quarters, and notwithftanding the 
numerous garrifon of foot and Coffacks, we 
had every thing we could wifh for in great 
plenty. 

One day when I was dining with the go- The ghoft 
vernor, he entertained us with a long ftory tb£re - 
about a ghoft that was frequently feen walk¬ 
ing the ftreets at night, and had continued to 
do fo for fome years paft, beftowing a found 
beating on any perfon who offered to difturb 
it, but did no other harm. I mentioned my 
furprize that nobody had attempted to feize 
this ghoft, as it could certainly be no other • 
than fome perfon who took pleafure in fright¬ 
ening the people. The governor, who was a 
very credulous man, replied with fome 
warmth, “ It was very perceptible I was a fo~ 

“ rcigner, who feldom believed any thing.”-— 

I told him, that he ought not to take offence 
at what I had faid, for if he would but give 
me leave I would fecure the ghoft the firft 
time it walked the ftreets again, which he 
granted with a fnecr. When I came home to 
my lodging, I afked one of my ferjeants if he 
had heard any thing of a ghoft in town; he 
told me he had feen it frequently, and if I was 

curious 
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book !x. curious he believed I might fee it that fame 
night : on which I ordered him to pick out 
half a dozen flout fellows, and attend with 
them at my lodging, and fend fome others to 
look out and bring me word when it appeared. 
About eleven o’clock at night, information 
came that it was walking in the next ftreet 
to that I was in j upon which I fent the fer- 
jeant with three of the men to meet it, and 
ordered him by all means to feize it, and went 
myfelf with the other three to follow it in 
cafe it fhould attempt to return back ; but it 
: met the fei^eant without offering to return or 
efcape ; and upon being feized, threw two or 
the men under his feet, yet they held him fa A 
till I came up; when, prefenting a pifiol u 
his breaft, he begged to fave his life, and con- 
feffed himfelf to be one of the Coflacks be¬ 
longing to the garrifon. I carried him imme¬ 
diately to the governor, who was fo much 
afhamed for having allowed himfelf to be fo 
long, impofed on, and fo enraged, that he 
threatened to hang the fellow ; but as he had 
not been guilty of any other crime, except 
that of frightening the people, he came off 
with'a fevere whipping, after he had flood 
fome time with a white fheet about him, as 
a fhow to the people of the town. 

A fhoi t Having had occafion to mention the.Coflacks, 
theCof-* cm pl°y cc ^ both in our armies and garrifons, I 
uits. flvtli endeavour to give fome fhort account of 
their origin. They were at firft no more than 
a band of free-boaters, compaled of a wild 

barba- 
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barbarous rabble, moftly boors, from the pro- book ix- 
vinces of Polilh Rufiia, Volhinia, and Podo- Vr 7 ^T"' > 
lia. Having left their native habitations, they 
fettled themfelves on fome iflands in the river 
Borihhenes, below Kiovia, where they fub- 
lifted by robbery and plunder. They acquir¬ 
ed the name of Coffacks from their agility, 
the word Cofja fignifying as much in the Polifh 
language : they were particularly remarkable 
for their dexterity in palling between the great 
number of fmall iflands, fituated in the mouth 
of the Borifthenes: their piracies early .became 
terrible to the Turkilh gallies on- the Black- 
Sea, and they grew formidable to Natolia itfelf, 
when they not only plundered Trebifond and 
Sinope, but even the fuburbs of Conftantino-; 
pie did not efcape them, and they returned in 
fafety to their habitations with their prifoners 
and plunder. 

The fame of their exploits againft the 
Turks gained them fuch reputation with the 
Poles, that Stephen Batori, prince of Tran- 
fllvania and king of Poland, confidering that 
th-fe Collacks might be of great ufe to the 
crown of Poland, not only againft the incur- 
flons of the neighbouring Crim Tartars, but 
alfo might ferve as a confiderable addition to 
the ftrength of the Polifti army, which con- 
flfting for the moft part of horfe, would be 
rendered more formidable when augmented 
by fo confiderable a number of foot, refolved 
to put thefe vagabond foldiers into good order 
and difciplinc ; which he effected by granting 

them 
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book ix. them very confiderable privileges, and putting 
them under a general of their own, called by 
them hetman, who had the power of naming 
his own officers. Having thus reduced them 
inta one body, he gave them the city of 
Techimerof, on the Borifthenes, with all the 
territory belonging to it, which they made 
their capital magazine, and refidence of their 
hetman ; and by this means, all that tradt of 
defert country which extends itfelf along the 
Borifthenes, from Bar, Braclaw, and Kiow, 
to the Black-Sea, became a populous country, 
filled with towns and cities, and is now called 
the Ukrain *. As this body has been of very 
great fervice to the crown of Poland, by Se¬ 
curing its frontiers on that fide againft the in- 
curfions of the Crim Tartars : fo, after fome 
time, it proved very dangerous, having feveral 
times taken arms againft the republic, which 
was occafioned by feveral Poliffi lords, whofe 
boors (their vaflals) could never be well fe- 
cured as long as the Coftacks enjoyed their 
privileges, reprefented them to the king as 
dangerous^ to the republic, by reafon of the 
great numbers of peafants that daily , ran over 
to them. It was refolved to build a fort at a 
place called Kudak, on a point of land form¬ 
ed by the influx of the river Swamer to the 
Borifthenes,- which was chofen from its fitua- 
tion, as a proper place to bridle the Coftacks, 
being at no great diftance from the place of 

* Ukrain, in the Puliih language figniik? frontier. 

their 
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their ordinary rendezvous. The Coflacks, book ix. 
however, penetrating the defign of the Poles, * 

were refolved not to fuffer the bridle to be 1 
put over their heads; and having defeated two 
hundred men who were left to fee the fort 
pgrfeded, under the command of a colonel, 
they aflembled a confiderable body of forces, 
to prevent the Polifh general in his defign ; 
and from that time there were divifions and 
perpetual wars between the Poles and the 
Coflacks. During thefe troubles, great num¬ 
bers of the Coflacks retired, with their fami¬ 
lies to the river Don, or Tanais, and fettled 
between the Don and the Wolga, where they 
fubfifted a long tirtie by their piracies on the 
Wolga. 

In the year 1653, being greatly opprefled 
by the Poles, they joined the Ruffians, who, 
in the year following, with their afliftance, 
took the cities of Smolinfko and Wfina ; fo 
that it was chiefly owing to the valour of the 
Coflacks, that the provinces of Smolinfko and 
Severia, with the palatinate of Kiovia, were 
annexed to the Ruffian empire, and which 
were all confirmed to them by the treaty of 
peace in 1666, made at Oliva. About that 
period the Coflacks in general put themfelves 
under the protection of Ruflia, and are ftill 
diflinguifhed by the Ukrain and Donlki 
Coflacks, the former of which ferve moftly on 
foot, the latter all on horfeback. It was the 
Donfki Coflacks who were employed on our 
expedition at this time, and were put in garri- 
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book ix. Ton in all our frontier towns, and are in regtH 
lar pay, and have forage allowed them for their 
horfes. They have now left off robbing, ex¬ 
cept when they are font into an enemy’s coun¬ 
try, then all the booty they make is their own, 
as alfo the prifoners they take, whom th^y 
may fell or retain as their 11a ves. 

The CofTacks in general are tall, ftrong, 
well fet, and remarkably active; they are li¬ 
beral even to profufion, placing no great value 
in riches, but are great lovers of their liberty, 
which they look upon as a thing ineftimable : 
they are hardy, indefatigable, brave, but 
great drunkards and very treacherous. Their 
chief employment is hunting and fithing, yet 
they apply themfelves both to agriculture and 
arms; their language is a dialed of the Ruffian 
and Poliffi tongues, but more fmooth and 
agreeable than either; they profefs the Greek 
religion in the fame manner as it is eftabliffied 
in Ruffia. 

Rmiin’s A very dangerous rebellion was raifed in the 
Rebellion, year 1669, when Alexis (his p-*fent majefty’s 
father) was emperor, by one Stephen Ratzin, 
a Donlki Coffiack by birth ; who, obferving a 
certain difpofition in the Nagayan Tartars in¬ 
habiting the kingdom of Aftrachan, occafion- 
ed by the heavy oppreffions they groaned 
under from the mifmanagement and avarice 
of Ruffian governors in thofe parts, to fhake 
off the Ruffian yoke, he gathered a confidera- 
ble party, and being affifted by a great number 
0: the Donlki Coffacks, marched at their 

head 
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head againft the city of Aftrachan, which he book jx. 
befieged and took, after a fmall refiftance. 

From thence he marched toward Cafan, 


threatening not only that city, but the fouth- 
ern Ruffia with a moft dreadful invafion ; and 


his army encreafed prodigiouily by the vaft 
number of Tartars that flocked to his affift- 


ance. But inftead of improving this opportu¬ 
nity to his advantage, he abandoned himfelf 
to idlenefs and all manner of excefs and de¬ 


bauchery, by which the Ruffians had leifure 
to affemble their forces and flop his career j 
in which they were fo expeditious as to arrive 
at Cafan before he could lay fiege to the place, 
and having thus cut off all communication 
with the country thereabout, from whence 
Aftrachan and the adjacent parts are fup- 
plied with corn, the rebellious army was foon 
driven to fuch great diftrefs, by want of fub- 
fiftence, that the Tartars being apprehenfive 
of their approaching danger, for the moft 
part deferted their leader; notwithftandirg 
which, the Coffacks flood it out bravely, rc- 
folving to maintain their ground againft the 
Ruffians for which purpofe they entrenched 
themfelves under the walls of Aftrachan. 


The Ruffians feeing the defperate refolution of 
the Coffacks, thought it more advifeable to 
reduce them, if poffible, to obedience by fair 
means, and a promife of free pardon for all 
that was paft, than by force of arms, which 
had the defired effedt; for Ratzin finding his 
Coffacks wavering, and being flattered with 

hopes 
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book ix. hopes of forgivenefs by fome of his friends in 
the emperor’s court, fur rendered himfelf to 
the mercy of czar Alexis Michaelovitz, the 
next year His party being thus deprived of 
their head, readily embraced the offer of par¬ 
don ; but Ratzin not long after found himfelf 
extremely miftaken in his hopes, for he was 
carried into the great market-place, before the 
caftle in Mofcow, and there, in the midft of 
an infinite number of fpe&ators, affembled to 
fee the tragical exit of a man, whom not ma¬ 
ny months before they had confidered as their 
moft dreadful enemy, he had firft his arms cut 
off, then his legs, and laftly his head. Ever 
fince that period, the Coflacks have been 
kept in flrid order and difcipline, being for 
the moft part employed in garrifoniag the 
frontier towns, in which they never exceed 
one third, and being all horfemen, they are 
employed out upon parties to keep the neigh¬ 
bouring Tartars in awe, the Ruffian foldiers 
only doing duty in the garrifons. 

Ordered Early this fpring, when -we were in hopes 
Ih/cl? §°* n 8 to Mofcow, we received orders to 
pim Sea. return to Aftrachan, there to remain in garri- 
fon till the return of general Matufkin, who 
had received his orders to proceed to Baku, 
with a force to reduce that city : accordingly 
we moved with our two battalions, on the 
2d of April, from Czaritza down the Wolga, 
and arrived at Aftrachan on the 8th, where 
we found the general embarking his troops to 
fail on his expedition againft Baku. At the 

fam$ 
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fame time I got very unexpected orders to go 
all round the Cafpian Sea, to furvey and 1711. 
fofind it, and to lay down, in a chart, all the 
iflands, rivers, creeks, and bays, with the 
different foundings, and for this fervice had 
one of the flrongefl new built gallies, of forty 
oars, carrying two eighteen pounders in her 
prow, twenty-four fwivels, and three hundred 
men ; attended with four boats, two of eight 
oars, one of ten, and another of twelve, each 
boat carrying one fwivel gun ; and two fub- 
engineers were appointed for my afliftants. 

My firft care was to guard againft the mif- 
fortune which was fo fatal to the laft galley C eeds°" 
I commanded in the Cafpian, by laying in a 
plentiful flock of provifions, and my old 
friend, the Capuchin, fent me a prefent of 
one cafk of very good red wine, one of white, 
a quarter cafk of brandy, and feveral kinds of 
preferved fweet-meats fo that the good man 
was never tired in fhewing his gratitude, for 
the fmall favour I had done him, in his paffage 
down the river. The general with his army 
fet out on the 15 th, and we went down the 
river on the 18th of April, and got to the 
mouth of the Wolga next morning ; from 
thence proceeding eaftward, we paffed in very 
fhallow water along the coaft fo overgrown 
with reed, that we were obliged to keep at 
five or fix miles diftance from the fhore, in 
from ten to twelve feet water ; and in all the 
wav for eight days time, we could find no 
place to land even one of our finalicfl boats. 

B b We 
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book ix. We faw two little iflands in our way, but we 
' could not come at them for reed; but we killed 
a great number of fea-fowl, that have their nefts 
in thefe iflands, and had plenty of fifh and fowl 
all the way. We failed or rowed as the wind 
permitted, but came to an anchor every night, 
that nothing might efcape our obfervation. 

to Jaick. On t ^ e 26th, we arrived in the river Jaick, 
the mouth of which is one hundred fathoms 
broad, and eighteen feet deep ; we went to 
the town of Jaick, which Hands about one 
mile up the river, is well fortified, has a ftrong 
garrifon of Ruffians and Coffacks, to keep 
the Kalmuck and Nagayan Tartars in awe, 
and to prevent them from attacking each 
other, as they live in perpetual enmity. The 
Nagayans inhabit all the country from Aftra- 
chan to the Jaick, all along the fea-coaft, tw’o 
hundred and fifty-five werfts in extent; and 
the Kalmucks poflefs that vaft trad of land, 
from Saratof 'and the great defert of Beriket, 
and that trad to the fouth of the Jaick, all 
along the Ihore to the river Yembo, which is 
ninety-three werfts from this place. We flay¬ 
ed only one day at Jaick, and provided our- 
felves with frefli meat and water. Being in¬ 
formed by the governor that there was a large 
gulf to the eaftward of this place, to the river 
Yembo, but too fhallow to admit our galley, 

I fent one of the engineers with two of the 
boats, to go round and furvey it, and join 
us again on the oppofite point, for which we 
proceeded immediately, and failing fouth, we 

anchored 
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anchored on the 30th, between the ifland of book ix. 
Kulala, and the’ point of the main, in fix 
fathom water, in view of the mountains of 
Karagan, and from hence we had a clean and Kulala ' 
deep ihore. At this place begin the territories 
of Turkiflan, or the Turkumanian Tartars. 

During our flay here, waiting the return of 
the engineer, we laid in plenty of wood and 
water, and diverted ourfelves with fowling 
and fifhing : we caught here a beluga upwards 
of fix yards long, and thick in proportion ; 
from the roe of which we made excellent ca¬ 
viar, which lafted us above a month. Our 
engineer, with the boats, joined us again on 
the 10th of May, who reported, that in the 
furvey of the bay, he found only from five to 
eight feet water : that the whole fhore was fo 
covered with reed, that they could only land 
at the mouth of the river Yembo, which was 
both broad and deep. 

We left the ifland of Kulala on the nth, 
on our way to the gulf of Ifkander, where 
we arrived the 20th, All along this coaft 
there is a great depth of water, fo that we 
could land with our galley on any part of it. 

A great number of fmall rivers fall into the 
fea from the mountain's, but we could not 
learn their names, although I attempted to 
get information by fending the twelve oared 
boat, with an officer and twenty-four med^ 
and an interpreter to fpeak with the people 
on fhore: but they no fooner came near 
enough, than the Tartars let fly a volley of 
B b 2 arrows 
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book ix. arrows at our people, who returned the fa- 
* lute with a difcharge of their mufketry, and 
we fired one of pur great guns from the gal¬ 
ley at them, which made them retire towards 
the mountains in great hafte. They always 
appeared in great parties, on horfeback, well 
armed, and we Taw feveral of their hords, or 
camps, at a diftance, which they move at 
pleafure, and wander from place to place, for 
thofe Tartars have no fettled abode : they 
continued to attend us every day in great par¬ 
ties, to watch our motions, out of the reach 
of'our guns, and they difappeared entirely 
on our arrival in the gulf of Ifkander, which 
is one hundred and eighty-four werfts from 
Sander. °f Kulala. In this gulf, which is, 

from eaft to weft, thirty werfts in length, 
and eighteen broad, we found, near the fhore, 
from five to fix fathom water, with a clean 
ground, and exceeding good anchorage; it 
would be one of the fineft harbours in the 
world, as both fides of the entrance are ex¬ 
tremely well calculated to ered forts upon, 
for its defence. It lies in 43 deg. 20 min. 
north ; feveral fmall rivers fall into it from 
the mountains. 

River Ox- We left the gulf of Ifkander on the 26th, 
UiWk an d proceeding along fhore two days in good 
Tartars depth of water, we arrived in the river Oxusv 
being ninety werfts from the gulf. This 
river is both large and rapid, and is about a 
mufket-fhot broad at its entrance. Here we 
found a few unarmed Tartars, who fold us 

fome 
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fome fheep, and informed us that feveral book ix. 
hords of Turkumanian Tartars were encamp- 
ed on the banks of the river, a little way- 
above, and that the Ufbeck Tartars encamp¬ 
ed on the other lide, this river dividing the 
two nations. We had hitherto feen nothing 
but fine weather, intermixed with calms and_ 
light breezes ; but this night we had a dread¬ 
ful ftorm of wind, attended with rain, thun¬ 
der, and lightning, which obliged us to 
run the galley half a werft up the river for 
ihelter, where we anchored in the middle of 
the ftream, not daring to venture on either 
fide for fear of the Tartars, having the Tur- 
kumanians on the north, and the Ulbecks on 
the fouth, hovering at a diftance. The ftorm 
lafted till next day at noon, when wc left the 
Oxus, and failing along-fhore in deep water, 
with a clean bottom, attended by parties of 
the Ufbeck Tartars, who obferved our mo¬ 
tions at a diftance from the fides of the moun¬ 
tains. We pafled by two fmall iflands cover¬ 
ed with trees (called the Lebajee iflands), 
where we took in wood, and killed a number 
of fea-fowl. 

The 2d of June we arrived at the gulf of The gulf 1 
Carabuga, one hundred and five werfts from ^ a ara ' 
the river Oxus; the inlet of the gulf is about 
two werfts broad, and at one werft within is 
an ifland, where we landed with our galley, 
and encamped the people to refrefh themfelves 
on (hore, and get our veftel cleaned : from 
fyence I difpatched the two afiiftants, in the 

largeft 
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book ix. largeft boats, to furvey the gulf; directing 
them to proceed along the oppofite (ides till 
they (hould meet, and then return to the 
ifland : in the mean time I founded all round 
the inlet, and had from five to fix fathom 
water ; but a few werfts within we could not 
reach the bottom ; I could obferve no current 
here either in or out. The gulf, from north 
to fouth, is feventy-five werfts, and fifty 
from eaft to weft, deep water, a clean bottom, 
and the (hore fteep, all round the gulf; it is 
furrounded with high mountains ; two large 
rivers (the Morga and Herat) fall into it from 
the eaft; the entrance is formed by two nar¬ 
row necks of land, and might be eafily fe- 
cured and fortified; and this ifland, which is 
two miles in circumference, would ferve for 
a protection to the (hipping. As there is no 
tide in the Cafpian, fome people have alledged 
that the waters of the fea find a paflage by 
this gulf, which made me curious to examine 
it more particularly, but I could not find the 
leaft reafon for fuch a conjecture. 

Having enjoyed ourfelves very agreeably 
under the cooling (hade of the trees in this hot 
climate, without the leaft apprehenfion of 
any danger from the Tartars, we took our de¬ 
parture from Carabuga on the 2 2d, and coaft- 
~d along (hore for fix days, in very hot wea¬ 
ther, without the fmaljeft breeze of wind, 
which made it intolerable for the poor fol- 
diers, who were obliged to row all the way, 
^nd anchoring every night, we had continual 

ftafhes 
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flafhes of lightning, and thefe fometimes ac- book ix. 
o mpanied with dreadful loud claps of thun- 
der, which are very frequent in this country 
during the fummer. We were every day at¬ 
tended along the fhore by numerous parties of 
the Ufbeck Tartars, who feemed very jealous 
of our intentions, which obliged us, as often 
as we wanted to fend a fhore for frefh water; 
to fire our great guns at them, to Jceep them 
at a diftance, by which means we fupplied 
ourfelves. 

One hundred and forty werfts fouthward River Da- 
from Carabuga, we entered the mouth of the na ‘ 
famous river Daria on the 28th ; it lies in 
39 deg. 15 min. north latitude. It is here 
where the gold fand is wafhed down from the 
mines in the mountains, and here where the 
unfortunate prince Alexander Beckewitz, a 
few years ago, with an army of 3,000 men, 
were treacheroufly mafiacred by the Ufbeck 
‘Tartars, as I mentioned before. I now faw 
the place where the fort had been erected, 
on a narrow neck of land, oppofite to the 
mouth of the river, and which forms a fpaci- 
ous harbour capable of containing a number 
of fhips of burthen, as there is from three to 
four fathom water clofe to the fhore, on a 
clean bottom with good anchorage; fq that 
it was a great pity the prince fuffered himfelf 
to be over-reached by thefe treacherous Tartars. 

If this poll had been maintained, which might 
have been done without any manner of dan¬ 
ger, it would, in procefs of time, have been 

a mofl 
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book ix. a moft glorious acquifition towards enrich- 
ing the Ruffian nation. I intended to have 
gone fome way up this river ; but as the 
Tartars had taken the alarm at our appear¬ 
ance here, and were already come from their 
camp in formidable bodies, I was obliged to 
lay afide the defign and leave the place ; and 
palling two bays and three illands, called the 
Goat Illands, we came to an anchor at one of 
the illands for the night, where we landed, 
faw a number of goats, and killed live of 
them. 

Riw The next day, being the 29th, we arrived 

Ofa, G n north fide of the river 

OlTa, or Orxantes, fixty werfts from Daria. 
This river divides the Ufbeck Tartary from 
Perfia, is both large and deep, and Ihips may 
ride at anchor here in great fafety. Here we 
were glad to find people dwelling in houfes, 
for we had not feen a houfe from the time we 
left Aftrachan, except at Jaick. We found 
the people of Minkillack both civil and kind i 
they live after the Perfian manner, whofe 
fubje£ts they are, and we got all forts of re¬ 
freshments at a very cheap rate, and were 
afterwards no more honoured with an efcort 
of Tartars. From Minkillack we proceeded 
along a clean fhore, in deep water, where we 
could have landed with our galley on any 
part of the coaft, and where abundance of 
fmall rivulets fall into the lea, and the coun¬ 
try, abounding with villages, is overgrown 
a great variety of fruit-trees, 


The 
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The 4th of July, we arrived at the inlet book ix. 
of the gulf of Aftrabat, one hundred and 
fifty werfts from Minkiflack: we entered and Gulf of 
anchored within the gulph. The city of Altrabat * 
Aftrabat Hands on the river Naren, which 
falls into the gulf thirty werfts from the 
inlet; the gulf itfelf is forty-fix werfts from 
eaft to weft, ajid has two and a half fathoms 
of water over all; Aftrabat is fortified with 
high and thick walls, flanked with towers, 
and is a place of great trade. This makes 
the fouthern extremity of the Cafpian fea, 
and lies in 36 deg. 50 min. north lat. This 
province, with the neighbouring provinces of 
Terebat, Maffanderan, and Gilan, produce 
abundance of raw filk, coffee, faffron, and 
cotton ; their filk is efteemed the beft in all 
Perfia, and by it they carry on a great trade 
to different parts, efpecially to Rulfia, where 
a filk manufactory is eftablifhed at Mofcow. 

This country abounds with the moft delicious 
fruits of all kinds, efpecially their grapes, 
which are furprifingly large. In coafting the 
country from hence, we made very particular 
enquiries of the inhabitants concerning fome 
whirlpools, laid down near this fhore in fome 
old maps, but w r e could neither hear or dis¬ 
cover the leaft appearance of any fuch thing. 

In palling the provinces of Terebat and Pr0T ; n 
Maffanderan, we faw a moft delightful coun- of Tere- 
try, abounding with plantations of mulberry- ^ t i nd 
irees, and watered by a great number of , a „ t an 
rivers, whofe banks were full of houfes, and 

wherever 
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book ix. wherever we landed the people {hewed ns the 
utmoft civility, furnifhing us moft chearfully 
with whatever we wanted at an extraordinary 
cheap rate. 

Gulf of On the 18th, we arrived at the gulf of 
Sinfili, Sinfili, one hundred and feventy werfts from 
ofVefht Aftrabat j we went through this gulf in four 
fathom water, fixteen werfts to the city of 
Refht, the capital of the province of Gilan, 
which ftands at the mouth of the river Kifi- 
lofein : the gulf extends eighteen werfts from 
eaft to weft ■, the city is fquare, and fortified 
in the fame manner as Aftrabat, with ftrong 
walls and towers. 

General Leewafof was now governor, with 
a garrifon of 5,000 men: they were employed 
at this time in building a citadel of five baf- 
tions to command both the town and harbour ; 
but as their principal engineer, captain Sager, 
had, after a fevere fit of ficknefs, loft the 
fight of both his eyes, and they were in want 
of one to fupply his place, the general defired 
I would leave lieutenant Hartman, one of 
my afliftants, to be engineer, which I agreed 
to at the lieutenant’s own requeft, as I had 
now notfo much occafion for him as formerly. 
They had loft a confiderable number of their 
men by ficknefs, very common in hot cli¬ 
mates. Provifions were both fcarce and dear 
here at prefent, as the rebels had plundered 
and laid wafte the whole country as far as 
Baku, and what they had, both for the inha¬ 
bitants and garrifon, they were fupplied with 

from 
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from Affrachan. The raw filk, of which the 
inhabitants had great quantities on their hands, 17^. 
for want of fale during the troubles, they 
fent to Aflrachan in the tranfports which had 
brought the troops to Refht, and they had 
provifions in returrt for their filk. 

Several werfts above the city there is a road D, ® c “k 
hewn through high mountains into Perfia, [he Pyie». 
called Pyles, in which only one fingle camel, 
or horfe, can go at a time, following each 
other. This road is made in ffeps cut all the 
way for the beafls to travel in ; every man 
leads his own horfe, holding the reins loofe 
in his hand for fear he fhould make a falfe 


Rep, by which it would fall down a high 
precipice into the river Kifilofein, which runs 
at the bottom with a rumbling noife; the 
other fide of the road is over-hung with 
dreadful rocks, which appear as if they would 
tumble down upon the traveller, which ren¬ 
ders it a very difmal paffage. If it fhould 
happen by accident, that travellers fhould 
meet, it is impoffible for either to make way, 
for which reaion there is always one fent be¬ 
fore to prevent its happening. 

Having flopped two weeks at Refht, we fet The n'- 
out again on our way northward, coafting a 
cletfti deep fhore, and puffing by the river and u n - 
Ardefchin, we arrived at the river Linkeran, keran,a» 
on the 4th of Auguft. Not far from this 
river Hands the famous mountain Barmach, raphtha 
remarkable for the oil, called naphtha, which cll 'P ;ts - 
ifTues from it in thirty different pits, all within 

the 
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book ix. the compafs of a mufket-fhot of each other : 
the pits are fome two, fome three fathom deep, 
into which the people defcend by fteps j the 
oil is of two kinds, brown and white : the 
brown is of a ftrong difagrceable fmell, and 
much the moft plentiful, as it is found in 
'twenty-feven of the pits; it is ufed for burn¬ 
ing lamps, in dreffing of leather, and for fe- 
veral other purpofes ; the white which is only 
found in three of the pits, has a pleafant 
fmell, is the moft valuable, and is ufed as an 
infallible remedy in ftrains and bruifes ; as 
the oil rifes from the mountain in the pits, it 
is heard as the bubbling of a boiling pot: it is 
carried from hence to a great diftance. I 
bought feveral jars of each kind, and carried 
with me to Aftrachan, where it proved a very 
defirable commodity. At this place we had 
another violent ftorm of wind, but taking 
fhelter in the river, we lay very fafe : we 
thought ourfelves very fortunate in being at 
the mouth of a river in both ftorms, as they 
are not eafily weathered in this fea, where the 
fhort waves breaking in fuch quick fucceflion 
upon the veflel, require a ftrong fhip to 
withftand them. 

The river On the 18th, we arrived at the river Cyrus, 
Cyrus, or or |^ ur ^ w hich is joined by the river Araxis, 
and is the moft confiderable river on the weft- 
ern coaft of the Cafpian, into which it falls 
through five different channels. We proceed-• 
oVb^" y i° r the city of Baku, where we arrived the 

next day, juft after general Matulkin had got 

under 
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under way on his return to Aftrachan. Baku book ix. 
had furrendered after a fhort bombardment, I?ZJ> 
and brigadier Knez Baratinlki was left go¬ 
vernor of the city, with a garrifon of four 
thoufand men. Baku lies from Refht two 
hundred and fifty-five werfts ; it is very 
ftrongly fortified with three walls within each 
other, each with towers, and which form three 
diftind divifions of the city ; the innermoft 
Handing on the higheft ground, by way of a 
citadel, commands the reft: it is mounted 
with a number of brafs cannon. The go¬ 
vernor with his garrifon, took pofleflion of 
this part; the outer wall is well fupplied with 
iron cannon, the gates were ftrongly guarded 
by detachments from the citadel. At fmal! 
diftances from the city, ftand three high watch 
towers, built on eminences, from which they 
can difcover the approach of any enemy, by 
fea or land at a great diftance. At the fouth 
end of the city, there is a large bay formed 
by a peninfula, which ftretches fifteen werfts 
to the fouthward, and forms a very fpacious 
commodious harbour, where thips can load 
and unload clofe to the gates of the city, in 
four and a half fathom water, fafe from all 
winds except the fouth, and from that too 
they are fecured by fome fmall iflands, upon 
which they feed fheep and goats ; by which 
means this harbour is, without difpute, one 
of the moft commodious for trade in all the 
Cafpian ; efpecially with Shamachie, which is cit 
reputed to be the largeft and moft populous Shama- 

city cI,ie - 



MEMOIRS OF 


382 


book ix. city in thofe parts, and is only three day? 
journey from hence. At Shamachie there are 
fa&ories from all the eaflern nations, which 


City of 
Derbent. 


occafions that city to be much reforted to 
from all parts. 

We flayed only three days at Baku, and 
proceeding along the coaftin deep water, paffed 
by feveral iflands and rivers, and came to an 
anchor before Derbent on the 26th at night; 
but as it blew a frefh gale at eafl, and there is 
no fafe landing-place near this town, I could 
not go afhore. From Baku to Derbent is 
ninety Englifh miles by land. We proceeded 
next morning along the coafl, and arrived on 
the 2d of September, in the river Sulack; 
and I went the fame evening, in the twelve- 
oared boat, 'fifteen werfls up the river, to the 
fortrefs of Swetago Krefl, or Holy Crofs, 
where I found the fortifications furprifmgly 
advanced, and wooden houfes built on both 


fides of the fiver in regular flreets, agreeable 
to the plan, and fo numerous that the whole 
army were now lodged in them. The wooden 
bridge over the river. was alfo finifhed, with 
two draw bridges, one at each end, fo that an 
eafy communication was opened between the 
two fides of the river. troops here were in 

good health and high fpirits, and kept up a 
weekly correfpondenc^ with the garrifons of 
Derbent and Terki in Circafiia; neither of 


which had been molefled by the Dageftan Tar¬ 
tars fince we left them. A number of hands 


were now- employed here in making bricks to 

face 
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face the works, and for building houfes. This book ix. 
fort promifes fair to be an effe&ual check upon ' 
the irruptions of the Dageftans into the Ruffian 
territories, in which they ufed to do much mif- 
chief, and carry off great numbers of the in¬ 
habitants into flavery. The multiplicity of the 
works going forward at this time, requiring a- 
nother engineer, I left my other affiftant, lieu¬ 
tenant Brackley, here; and having given fome 
farther directions about the plan of the place to 
lieutenant colonel Brunie, who was chief 
engineer, I laid in plenty of provifions in the 
galley, which was brought up to the town, to 
ferve us on our way to Aftrachan. I waited on 
general Waterang to receive his commands, and 
take my leave of him, and having likewife 
done fo of all the reft of my acquaintances, we 
dropped down the river Sulack to the fea. 

On the 16th, we coafted along ffiore, in fine ^ u r I g C ° ) [. 
deep water, and reached, on the 17th, the ex- an, ifland 
tremity of the peninfula, which forms the of T ren ‘ d 
gulf of Agrechan, and came to an anchor in city of" 
the evening, between this point of high land Terki. 
and the ifland of Trenzeni, oppofite to the 
city of Terki in Circaffia, in fix fathom wa¬ 
ter. This gulf is forty-five Englifh miles from 
north to fonth, and twenty from eaft to weft. 

The ifland of Trenzeni is the largeft in the 
Cafpian fen, but notwithftanding its fine har¬ 
bour, there are no inhabitants upon it; nor 
indeed are any of the other iflands inhabited, 
excepting that there are a few fifhermen’s huts 
to be feen on fome cf them on the we ft coaft, 

but 
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book ix. but none on the eaft; they are in general flock- 
ed with cattle, fheep, and goats. And now as 
all the coaft from hence to Aflrachan had been 
founded on our former expedition, I judged it 
needlefs to coaft it again, fo that we took our 
departure from Trenzeni on the 18th, and 
fleering our courfe north for Aflrachan, we 
arrived at the mouth of the river Wolga on 
the 24th of September, having been gone five 
months and fix days on the fervice. The dif- 
tance from Trenzeni to this place is one hun¬ 
dred and ninety Englifh miles. 

General The Cafpian fea, in its utmoft length from 

onof the Jaick, which is its northern extremity, and lies 

Cafpian in 46 deg. 15 min. north latitude, to Aftrabat, 
which is its fouthern extremity, and lies in 36 
deg. 50 min. is 9 deg. 25 min. which makes fix 
hundred and forty-fix Englifh miles, or fixty- 
nine miles to a degree. The breadth of the 
Cafpian is various •> its greateft breadth to the 
northward from eaft to weft, is between the 
gulf of Yembo and the mouth of the river 
Wolga, and is two hundred and fixtv-five En¬ 
glifh miles; the broadeft part to the fouthward 
is from the river Orxantes, on the eaft fide, to 
the river Linkeran on the weft, and is two 
hundred and thirty-five Englifh miles. Its 
whole circumference, including gulfs and bays, 
is three thou fa nd five hundred and twenty- 
five werfts. The coaft of the Cafpian, from 
the point of land forming one fide of the gulf 
of Agrechan, on the weft, to the river Kulala 
in Turkumania, oppofite to it on the eaft, all 
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round by the north, is low, flat, and marftiy, book ix. 
overgrown with reed, and the water fhallow; '— 
the dired diftance, from that gulf to Kulala, 1723 
is one hundred and feventy Englifh miles; on 
all the reft of the coaft from Kulala, by the 
fouth, and back to the gulf of Agrechan, the 
country is mountainous, with a bold fhore and 
deep water, as has generally been taken no¬ 
tice of in the courfe of the furvey. 

Near the mouth of the Wolga, on the ifle Watch 
of Ivan, (or John’s ifland,) ftands a tower, j°^, r s 0 1 n f 
where a guard is conftantly kept, who muft i an d. S 
obferve every day whether any increafe or de- 
creafe happens in the waters of the fea, but 
they have not yet been able to difcover the 
fmalleft difference; from which circumftance 
it is certain that there is neither flux or reflux 
in the Cafpian ; and what makes it the more 
furprifmg, is that in the fpring, when all the 
ice and fnow melts, and pours down from the 
mountains, and all the large rivers and innu¬ 
merable lefler ones are fwelled to fuch a degree 
that they overflow all their banks, and which 
all fall into this fea like a deluge, yet never- 
thelefs it even at thofe times is not in the leaft 
raifed by it, fo that it remains a great myftery 
what becomes of all the water that perpetually 
falls into it from the clouds and rivers. The 
water is as fait as that of the ocean, except 
near the mouths of the rivers, where it is 
brackifli by the mixture of fo much freffi wa¬ 
ter from them. 

C c 


I muft 
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book ix. I rauft acknowledge this was the moft plea- 
&nt jaunt I ever had in my whole life : we 
had always plenty of provifions on board, be- 
fides taking and killing fuch abundance of fifh 
and wild fowl of various kinds, that we could 
icarce make ufe of them all; and during the 
whole voyage, notwithftanding the violent 
heat, we had only feven men fick. I fhould 
have found it ftill more agreeable could we 
have converfed with the Turkumanian and 
Ufbeck Tartars, which would have enabled 
me to give fome account of them ; but the 
Tartars in general, although they have no fixed 
habitations, are very jealous of admitting any 
Grangers into their country. 

On the 25 th of September, we got up to 
Aftrachan, where I waited on General Matuf- 
kin with a report of my proceeding, and pre- 
fented him with a draught of the Cafpian fea, 
and gave another to governor Wolinfki, who 
had formerly been ambaflador to China, and 
who was afterwards fent ambaflador to Perfia ; 
on both which occafions he defired I might 
be permitted to go with him, but it was refuf- 
ed, although I earneftly petitioned for leave. 
On his return from his laft embafly, he was 
married to the princefs Narelkin, the empe¬ 
ror’s firft coufin, being the daughter of his 
mother’s brother, and was at the fame time 
made governor-general over the kingdom of 
Aftrachan. 

General General Matulkin, after the taking of Baku, 

Star- was P romoted to the rank of lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral, 
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ral, and was at the fame time major of the book ix. 
firft regiment of guards, and in great efteem 
with his majefty. He was an old bachelor riage to 
when lie married a beautiful buxom young 
widow, whofc firft hufband, major general tears. 
Glebof of the dragoons, had been concerned 
in the late troubles with the czarowitz, for 
which he was condemned, but died in prifon, 
and his eftate. being confifcated, the widow 
was reduced to very low circumftances. Ge¬ 
neral Matufkin, who was appointed judge on 
that trial, was folicited by the mournful wi¬ 
dow, who implored him on her knees, bathed 
in tears, to commiferate her unmerited fuffer- 
ings, being now reduced to the utmoft.fhifery 
and want. In this fupplicating pofture, fhe 
fo captivated the old batchelor, that he dired- 
ly made her an offer of himfelf, and all he had 
for her relief, which the widow joyfully ac¬ 
cepted, on which the general applied to the 
emprefs to procure his majefty’s confent. 

When the affair was mentioned to the empe¬ 
ror, he was much difpleafed at the general’s 
feeking to match himfelf with the widow of a 
rebel, offering him at the fame time any other 
lady he fhould pitch upon ; but the general 
told him that it was impoffible for him to love 
any Other woman, and humbly befeeched his 
majefty to grant his requeft, otherwife he 
would lofe one of his moft faithful fervants ; 
being feconded by the emprefs in his applica¬ 
tion, his majefty became at laft curious to fee 
this widow, who had made fuch an impreffion 
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book ix. on the heart of the old fpark •, and when fhe 
was introduced to the emperor, he declared he 
was not at all furprifed at the conqueft fhe 
had made, and not only gave his content, but 
honoured their marriage with his prefence, at¬ 
tended by the whole court. The lady ever af¬ 
terwards went by the name of the Widow i-n 
Tears. 

Conteft a- There happened at this time, a great confu¬ 
te lion among the Kalmuck Tartars, occafioned 
and expe- S by the death of the cham’s eldeft fon, who left 
dition a- five fons; the eldeft of whom, with two 
fhen!! others, were born of a concubine, and the 
two youngeft of the belt beloved wife : the 
eldeft, whpfe name was Dafan, claimed the 
right of fncceflion, in confequence of his fe- 
niority, which was a good title, notwithftand- 
ing his mother was a concubine ; the two 
youngeft, born of the wife, and whofe names 
were Dunciuambu and Batu, claimed in right 
of the marriage, and were favoured by the old 
cham, their grandfather, and by his fecond 
fon, Shurundunduck, their uncle, who threat¬ 
ened prince Dafan with deftruftion to himfelf 
and his horde, or clan, which confifted of feven 
thoufand men, if he offered to difpute the 
fucceflion with prince Dunduambu. They 
were at that time prevented by the old cham, 
but he dying, prince Shurundunduck told his 
nephew, Dafan, that he was determined Dun¬ 
duambu ihould fucceed his grandfather in the 
fovereigntv, and if. he would not fubmit 
peaceably, he Ihould be compelled to do it. 

But 
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But findingtheir threats had no efFed upon hook ix. 
the prince, they began to afFemble an army ' 
of twenty thoufand men, which obliged prince, 

Dafan, with his two brothers, and his whole 
horde, to retire near to Afhachan, and he with 
his brothers came into the city, begging to be 
protected againll the ufurpation of his youn¬ 
ger brother, offering at the fame time to fubmit 
his claim to the decifion of his imperial majefty. 

Upon this the general and governor held a 
council, with the principal officers of both 
the army and garrifon, in which it was refolved 
to fend fome troops for their protedion ; the 
governor intending to go himfelf to reconcile 
the contending parties, if poffible. 

This being the refolution of the council, 
governor Wolinfki defired me to go with him 
on this expedition, to which I anfwered that 
it was not my turn, but if he would procure 
an order from the general for my going, I 
would certainly go with great chearfulnefs; 
and accordingly, on the 20th of Odober, I 
received an order to embark with four hun¬ 
dred men of our two battalions, dne hundred 
dragoons, and four field-pieces, to proceed up 
the river to the place appointed for the rendez¬ 
vous by prince Dafan; the governor propofing 
to follow immediately with fome more troops, 
fent me before to fatisfy the impatience of the 
prince. 

On the 2 2d, we arrived at the defert of 
Beriket, fixty werfts above Aftrachan, where 
we pitched our tents, but it being intenfely 

cold, 
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book ix. cold, Dafan provided us with fixty kibbets, 
^7^ which is the name of their tents, which are 
both warm and large, having a fire in the mid- 

onoftheir die, an d a h°l e at t ^ le to P to ^ et out the 
kibbets. fmoke j they are twenty-four feet diameter, 
and capable of being enlarged or contraded at 
pleafure ; they are all round, the tides being 
made of a kind of checkered wicker-work, 
and the crofs flicks neatly jointed for folding 
together or extending : when they ered a kib- 
bet, they join as many of them together as 
will make a circle, of the dimenfion they 
choofe, and having fixed the outfide, which is 
fix feet high, they raife w T ith their lances a 
round board, three feet diameter, with a hole 
in the middle of it, and fmall holes all round 
the edge ; the large hole ferves for their chim¬ 
ney, the fmall holes receive the ends of fo ma¬ 
ny ftrait rafters, and the other ends being fixed 
to the tides, the roof is formed, which is both 
ingenious and pretty ; having thus ereded the 
frame of the kibbet, they cover it over with 
thick felt, more or lefs according as the feafon 
is cold or warm, beginning at the bottom and 
proceeding to the top, where they place a 
krine, which they can turn at pleafure againft 
the wind, to prevent fmoke. The kibbet is 
furprifingly warm, and withftands wind and 
rain better than a houfe, and they are ereded 
with greater eafe and in lefs. time than we 
could fet up an officer’s tent. Prince Dafan, 
with his horde, was encamped at two werfts 
fliftance from us, and fent us feverai cattle 

and 
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and ffieep for provifions to our party : he fent book rx. 
alfo a jar of fpirits diftilled from mares milk, ' v 1 
for the officers, which was as clear as water but I7 * 3 ' 
ftrong, and of an agreeable flavour. 

On the 23d, we were reinforced by a de¬ 
tachment of two hundred men from our bat¬ 
talions, and 350 Coflacks, which made us 
now a body of one thoufand and fifty ftrong. 

By this opportunity I received a letter from the 
governor, telljng me that he would join us 
himfelf in two or three days, but not a word of 
orders how we were to ad, in cafe any exi¬ 
gence ffiould require it; being the fenior offi¬ 
cer I took the command of the whole till the 
governor ffiould arrive. On the arrival of this 
reinforcement, prince Dafan fent more cattle 
for their provifion, and a fufficient number of 
kibbets for their accommodation. This even¬ 
ing we received intelligence that Shurundun- 
duck, and his nephew, Dunduambu, were en¬ 
camped with an army of twenty thoufand 
ftrong, oppofite to Zornayar, which being up¬ 
wards of one hundred and fifty werfts from us, 
made us conje&ure it would be fome time be- A batt , e 
fore they could come up with us } but we foon with the 
found our miftake, for we were alarmed very Kalmucks 
early in the morning of the 24th by the break¬ 
ing up of prince Dafan’s camp, and feeing his 
people coming towards us in the utmoft confu- 
flon. On this I drew up my men in all hafte, 
and ordered the dragoons and Coflacks to 
mount and goto prince Dafan’s affiftance: we 
foon faw Shurundunduck’s army advancing, 

which 
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bookjx. which obliged Dafan and his people to take 
refuge in our rear, whom I perfuaded to dis¬ 
mount fuch of his horfemen as had fire-arms, 
and to bring as many of his men as had bows 
and arrows, to fight on foot as we did, and I 
fent fome officers and ferjeants to draw them 
up in order : with thefe we formed a fquare 
towards the river, and fecured their cattle and 
baggage in our rear. The enemy being advan¬ 
ced in the form of a crefcent, and within gun- 
fhot of us, made a halt to confult the mode of 
their attack. Dafan was in the utmoft per¬ 
plexity, and begged me to keep them at a dif- 
tance with our great guns and fire-arms, af- 
furing me if we did not, they would rufh in 
upon us with a very fudden and furious at¬ 
tack, and throw us all into confufion. 

On this emergency, I was very much at a lofs 
how to ad, having no orders, and advifed with 
the reft of the officers, when it was agreed to 
fend an interpreter with a drum, to inform 
them of his majefty’s troops being there for the 
protedion of prince Dafan, who had entirely 
Submitted.the decifion of his claim to his im¬ 
perial majefty, and that it was expeded they 
would do the fame, being equally fubjed to 
the emperor ; and as the governor of Aftra- 
chan was hourly expeded, who might fall up¬ 
on ways and means to reconcile their differen¬ 
ces, they ought to wait his arrival. The mef- 
fenger was fent, and brought back an anfwer: 
—That they knew very well Dafan had pro¬ 
cured Ruffian troops to prated him from 

their 
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their juft refentment; but as they were a free book ix. 
nation, they wouid do themlelves juftice, 
without fubmitting to' the arbitration of any 
perfon whatever, and that they were determin¬ 
ed to attack their brethren at all hazards, not¬ 
withstanding our troops, and if we interpofed 
in their behalf, and fhould meet with any dif- 
after, the blame would lie at our own doors. 

Having returned this anfwer they began to 
advance in a femicircle, intending to furround 
us, on which I ordered the field-pieces to be 
fired among them, and then loaded with grape- 
fliot : all this time they avoided coming near 
our troops, but bent their v/hole force againft 
their own countrymen, which obliged me to 
form a front againft them, both to the right 
and left, and then began to play on them 
with grape ftiot and fmall-arms, which made 
great havock amongft them, and their horfes 
not being ufed to the thundering noife of fire¬ 
arms, became unmanageable, and threw their 
whole body into the utmoft confufion; on 
which our dragoons and Coflacks, feconded 
by prince Dafan’s men, attacked them with 
luch vigour, that they foon gave way on all 
tides and fled, while we plied them with the 
field-pieces as long as they were within reach. 

We had two dragoons killed in this adion, 
and feven wounded ; five of our foldiers were 
wounded with barbed arrows • but of DafanN 
men, there were three hundred and feventy- 
four killed, and upwards of five hundred 
wounded. Our Dragoons and Coflacks re¬ 
turned 
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book ix. turned from the purfuit with fixty-three pri- 
foners, and Dafan’s men took fome hundreds ; 
we could not afcertain the lofs of the enemy 
in this fhort adion, but it muft have been very 
confiderable. In the evening, when all was 
over, governor Wolinfki arrived, and I ac¬ 
quainted them of the tranfadions of the day: 
he was much pleafed with the meftage that 
had been fent to Dunduambu and Shurundun- 
duck, and efpecially that we were not the ag- 
greffors in the adion, nor had fired upon them 
till we were adually attacked. He faid he 
would have fcome up fooner, but he did not 
imagine they would have made an attempt in 
defiance of our troops, but fince they had 
done fo, he would now confider them as rebels, 
and make an example of them as fuch. He 
then gave orders to hang al). the prifoners, (who 
amounted to fome hundreds), and Dafan’s 
men executed the orders with great fatisfadion. 
Among the prifoners was Dunduambu’s great- 
eft favourite and principal counfellor, whom 
Dafan put to the moft cruel torture imagina¬ 
ble, and he had no fooner expired under the 
torment, than they divided his body in four, 
and ftuck up the body on fo many pofts, and 
his head on another. 

The governor, judging from what had hap¬ 
pened, that a reconciliation would now be im- 
pradicablc, advifed prince Dafan, wdth his 
two brothers, to retire with their people un¬ 
der the cannon of Krafnayar, where they 
would be fafe from any attempt of their ene¬ 
mies, 
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mies, as it was impoffible that our troops could book. ix. 
remain any longer in the field in that advan- 
ced feafon, there being at this time a great fall 
of fnow ■, which they immediately agreed to. 

We broke up our camp on the 25th, but we 
had fcarce marched five werfts, when the ene¬ 
my made their appearance in the fame man¬ 
ner they had done the day before, and lent a 
meflenger to the governor, to let him know 
they were fenfible he intended to carry their 
enemy out of their reach, which, they were re- 
folved to prevent, let the confequence be what 
it would ; neverthelefs, if the governor could 
prevail on Dafan to agree to a partition of the 
fovereignty with Dunduambu, on reafonable 
terms, they were willing to hold a conference 
with him on that head. It was diredtly 
agreed that five chief men from each party 
Ihould meet in the middle fpace between the 
two armies, where they conferred together a- 
bove three hours, without being able to come 
to an agreement, and then they returned each 
to their own party. The enemy having ob- 
ferved that Dafan’s party, during the confer¬ 
ence, were tranfporting their wives, children, 
and cattle over a branch of the Wolga, now 
fi t upon Dafan’s men with a moft furious at¬ 
tack, and numbers were flain on both fides be¬ 
fore we could come up to prevent it, as the 
enemy Hill avoided coming near as much as 
poflible ; but upon our horfe engaging them, 
and our firing with our cannon and fmall arms 
brifldy upon them, they retired quite out of 

fight. 



396 MEMOIRS OF 

book ix. fight. Our dragoons returning from the pur- 
' fuit, brought back twenty-five prifoners, who 
aflured us, that, Shurundunduck was retired 
towards Zornayar ; on which the governor fet 
out for Aftrachan, leaving orders with me to 
fee prince Dafan, and his Kalmucks, all over 
the river, and fafe under the cannon of Kraf- 
nayar, where I arrived the 30th : but the 
prince finding his cattle could not fubfift in fo 
narrow a diftridt, divided the horde, and dis¬ 
tributed them among the numerous iflands 
formed by the feveral branches of the Wolga, 
where they were to remain in full Security till 
his majefty’s pleafure was known. I fet out on 
the 3d of November, having prince Dafan, 
and his two brothers, under my convoy, and 
arrived at Aftrachan that evening, where we 
found every necefifary accommodation provided 
for their reception. 

Some odd On this expedition I obferved fome peculiar 
curtoms cu ft oms among the Kalmucks, which 1 cannot 
them. omit mentioning. As I attended the governor 
into Dafan’s tent, we found the prince and his 
two brothers, with their principal men, Seated 
in a circle round the fire, having a large iron 
pipe, filled with tobacco, which they handed 
about from one to another, each taking one 
pull, filled his mouth as full of fmoke as it 
would hold, and keeping the fmoke a confide- 
rable time in their mouths, they at length blew' 
it out at their noftrils; immediately after this 
they all parted without faying a word ; this 
we underftood to be the conclufion of a con¬ 
sultation 
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fultation among them. As they are great lo- book ix. 
vers of horfe-ftefh, which they prefer to every 
other kind, and obferving we were no admir¬ 
ers of it, prince Dafan entertained us with 
the flelh of a fucking-foal, both roafted and 
boiled, and I muft confefs I never eat any 
thing more delicious. In mentioning this Tar¬ 
tar nation before, I faid they palled the winter 
in the defert of Aftrachan ; but I was now in¬ 
formed the greateft part of them live in the 
defert of Beriket, towards the rivers Jaik and 
Yembo, bordering on the Turkumanians. 

The fmall-pox is as much dreaded among 
the Kalmucks as the peftilence is amongft us : 
when any of them are feized with it, they im¬ 
mediately break up their camp and fly, leav¬ 
ing the Tick perfon in one of their worft kib- 
bets, with a killed fheep, part of which is 
roafted and part raw, and a jar of water and 
fome wood for fire; if they recover they fol¬ 
low the horde, which feldom happens, for they 
almoft all die for want of attendance. 

They live but four months at moft in the 
deferts, and they inhabit a moft plentiful coun¬ 
try all the reft of the year ; their way of life 
exa&ly refembles that of the old patriarchs, 
their whole occupation confifting in the care of 
their flocks and herds, fiftiing and hunting. 

When they go upon an expedition, every one 
takes a Iheep with him for his provifion, and 
three horfes which he rides alternately ; and 
when any of them fail, they kill it and divide 
the flefti, putting pieces of it under their fad- 

dles, 
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book ix. dies, and after riding fome time upon it, they 
eat it without any farther preparation; this, in 
their eftimation, is the beft way of dreffing it: 
they generally return from their excursions 
with only one horfe, having eat all the reft. 
Baranetz I had both heard and read of an herb that 
^ r . ! n amb grew about Aftrachan, called baranetz, or 
Iamb-Skin, which was alledged to grow upon a 
Single Stalk in the Shape of a lamb, and which 
when ripe was covered over with hair, or wool, 
and that it confuffied all the grafs that grew 
fiear it, and that when taken off, it ferved for 
fine fur for caps, or lining cloaths ; but as there 
is no fuch herb, I was at a lofs to conceive 
how fuch a miftake could arife: however, on 
enquiry, I was informed, that the baranetzs, 
or lambs, are cut out of the Sheep's bellies, a 
little before their lambing-time, their Skins be¬ 
ing then in their greateft beauty, with the hair 
lying in Short, Smooth, pretty curls, and of 
different colours, as dark and light greys, 
black and white ; the dark grey are the molt 
valuable, and are fold as high as ten Shillings 
fterling a piece, and the black at five ; the 
light grey and white at half a crown. This 
branch of trade is very profitable to the Na- 
gayan Tartars, as the Indians, Perfians, and 
Ruffians, buy all they can produce. I'bought 
by commiffion for count Bruce and general 
Le Fort, of the beft kind, to the value of 


Returns tw0 hundred rubles. 

for Mof- I had orders from general MatuSkin to go as 
the v\ol- ^°° n as P 0 ^ 1 ^ t0 Mofcow, to deliver my re- 
ga. port 
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port of the Cafpian fea to the emperor; but book ix. 
as there is no poflibility of travelling by land 
to Saratof, I was obliged to wait till the river 
Wolga was frozen. On the 8th of January, 

I fet out for Aftrachan in fledges on the ice, in 
company with feveral others, for Mofcow, 
making in the whole a party of twenty men, 
all well provided with arms; but as it rained 
very hard, we went but ten werfts to Saliterd- 
wor. The rain continuing the two following 
days, the ice became fo weak, that fome of 
the horfes fell in feveral times, and it was 
with much difficulty we faved them from be¬ 
ing drowned; fo that we could only travel 
eighty werfts in the two days, and were oblig¬ 
ed to lodge both nights on the ice, in the mid¬ 
dle of the river, as there was no poflibility of 
geting afhore for the water. 

On the irth, it being froft, we went fifty 
werfts, but one of our horfes dropt through 
and was drowned : this night, however, we 
refted in fafetyon fhore. The next day prov¬ 
ed rainy, and we could only go forty werfts, 
but palled this night alfo on fliore. On the 
13th, although it tvas froft, the ice was fo 
much rent in feveral places, that it was with 
much difficulty we could get the horfes over 
the openings; one of them broke his leg, 
which obliged us to fhoot him ; and after tra¬ 
velling forty werfts, we were forced to ftay all 
night on the ice. The next day it rained, and 
the ice became fo full of rents, that we were 
pften put to hard fhifts to extricate ourielves: 

two 
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kook. ix. two of our fledges and horfes fell in, which 

'—7 ^—' we faved with great difficulty. At noon we 
went on fhore to refrefh the horfes, and went 
to a fifher’s hut at a fmall diftance to get fome 
fifh : in this interval a party of fifty Kalmuck 
Tartars, all in armour, furrounded our fledg¬ 
es, where we had left all our fire-arms except¬ 
ing three; with thofe we had, cocked in our 
hands, we ran in hafte to the fledges, and fe- 
cured the reft of our arms, the Tartars look¬ 
ing at us with furprize. Their myrza, or 
commander, came up to me and offered me 
his hand, faying, in broken Ruffian, that he 
knew me fince the adion with Shurundun- 
duck : we gave him a dram, and he went a- 
way with his party. They are not to be truft- 
ed, for the Tartars will rob where thev can 
do it with fafety ; this accident determined us 
to be no more without our arms on our jour¬ 
ney. We travelled this day forty werfts, but 
would not venture on fhore all night for fear 
of the Kalmucks, who were encamped there¬ 
abouts. On the 15th, we reached Zornayar, 
forty werfts, where we refted on the 16th; 
and as our horfes had now brought us three 
hundred werfts, without relief, no other hor¬ 
fes being to be had all the way, the men tak¬ 
ing provifions and forage with them to ferve 
them on the road, the hay being all twifted for 
the eafier conveyance, we returned them for 
Aftrachan, with a. certificate to the governor, 
at the defire of our conductors, of the Iofs of 

two 
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two of the horfes, as they belonged to go- book ik. 
vernment. I?14 . 1 

On the 17th, being provided with frefh 
horfes, and having procured ropes to pull out 
the horfes and fledges in cafe they fliotdd break 
through the ice again ; the day proving rainy, 
feveral of our horfes fell in, but Were faved. 


having a rope fattened td each of them ; and 
at night we reached Stupingar, flxty werfls, 
and the next day, notwithftanding it was hard 
froft, feveral of our horfes fell in: we travelled 
feventy werfts, and retted the night on fhore. 

On the 19th, we went feventy werfts, and at 
night reached Czaritza, where our two batta¬ 
lions wintered laft year. Here we got frefh 
horfes, and next day got to Dubofka, flxty 
werfts, in rainy weather ; here we were again 
fupplied with frefh horfes, and reached Belek- 
li, feventy werfts. On the 21ft, we found 
the ice fo much weakened by the rainy wea¬ 
ther, that we were in continual danger. We 
got to Kamufinka, feventy werfts, on the 
2 2d ; and here getting frefh horfes, we could 
only travel eighty Werfts the two following 
days under fuch conftarit rain, that the water 
was now a foot deep over the ice, fo that we 
paft the dangerous rents with the uttnoft diffi¬ 
culty, and for the night of the 24th, we took 
up our quarters on a woody iflartd, making a 
large fire to dry ourfelves. 

On the 2Cth in the morning, We had got . 
but a fhort way from the aland, berOre e fcape 
We found the ice fo full of large rents, that itf ro '" tl >« 
Dd ‘ was lce ' 
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book ix. was impoffible for us to proceed farther upon 
an< ^ * n endeavouring to make the fhore, 
feven of our fledges fell in through the ice, 
and five of our horfes were drowned : 
the reft We faved with extreme danger to our- 
felves, as the ice was continually yielding and 
breaking under us, till at laft, after every effort 
with poles and ropes, we got all fafe to the 
land; but our fledges and baggage lay fix hours 
in the water, and muft have been loft but for 
the lucky afliftance of a party of men who 
were pafling this way, by whofe help we got 
them pulled out, and in about half an hour 
afterwards, the river broke up with a thunder¬ 
ing noife, and nothing but water was to be 
f?en ; fb that we had a very narrow and mira¬ 
culous efcape. We fortunately were near a 
wood, where we made large fires to warm and 
dry ourfelves, being near perifhed with wet 
and cold 5 and what augmented our mifery 
was the perpetual rains pouring day and night 
down upon us. Such a rainy feafon in the 
time of winter, and the breaking up of the 
Wolga, had not been known in the memory 
of man. By the overturning of my fledge, I 
loft a whole fuit of Tartarian armour, a blun- 
derbufs, a pair of brafs barrelled piftols, a fil- 
Ver-hilted fword, a little trunk in which was 
my pafs, and an order to fupply us with horfe 3 
on our way, and fome money for my travel¬ 
ling charges. 

The three following days, we dragged our 
fledges with much toil over thefands, and hav¬ 
ing 
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ing travelled two hundred and twenty werfts-, 
we reached Saratof on the evening of the 
28th: this place is one thoufand werfts up the 
Wolga, from Aftrachan. We ftaid here four 
days to dry our baggage, which hud all been 
moft thoroughly wet* I got my baranetz, or 
lambfkins, fo carefully dried and drefled, that 
they looked as well as ever. The governor 
gave me another pafs, and an order for horfes, 
in place of that I had loft j and as this is the 
firft place from which we could travel by land, 
we left the river Wolga, and proceeded acrofs 
the country on a hard beaten road of fnow, 
being now quite in another climate, where 
winter appeared in its full rigour. The go¬ 
vernor informed us that the roads were pefter- 
ed with robbers, on account of the very bad 
crops laft fummer, and advifed us to be on our 
guard. 

We left Saratof on the 2d of February, and 
travelling fixty werfts, arrived in the evening 
at a Angle houfe in a wood ; and next day, 
after a journey of fixty-three werfts, through 
one continued wood, we came again to a Tin¬ 
gle houfe, but when we were within three 
werfts of it, we faw feveral fledges before us 
attacked by robbers, and carried off; we made 
all the hafte we could to go to their afliftance, 
but before we got up, the robbers had made 
off into the wood,, with the horfes and fledges 
loaded with merchandize : we found nine 
men ftripped naked, and three foldiers who 
had been their efcort, killed befide them. We 
H d 2 took 


403 

BOOK IX. 
1714* 


A cruel 

robbery in 

the woods 



4CH memoirs of* 

eook ix. took both the living and the dead with us td 

^7^ this houfe, where we found only a boy, and 
enquiring of him for the people of the houfe, 
he faid they were gohe to a fair fixty werfts 
off, arid were not to come home that night. 
As We conceived ourfelves to be in a very dan¬ 
gerous place, we barricaded the court-yard be¬ 
longing to the houfe, and kept a very ftri£t 
watch, placing a centry at every corner ; hav¬ 
ing our fire-arms in readinefs, we kept our¬ 
felves very quiet. One of our company, 
whofe appointment it was to watch the mo¬ 
tions of the boy, obferved him at three 
o’clock in the morning, go to the back door 
and open it, but being clofe behind him, found 
the boy talking to a man without, in a Very 
low voice; two others of our company getting 
behind him, pulled the fellow into the houfe, 
and fattened the door; the ttripped travellers 
no foondr faw him, than they Unariimoufly 
agreed that this fellow Was one of the gang 
who had robbed them ; upon this we tied 
him neck and heels, arid upon our looking 
out at the back door. We difeovered a number 
of men at a fmall diftarice, Upon the fnow. 
Waiting as we imagined, for intelligence, but 
on our firing a few fhot among them, they re¬ 
tired into the wood. We then proceeded to 
examine the fellow we had taken, who faid he 
was the landlord of the houfe, arid was well 
known to be an honeft man, and had no con¬ 
nection with thieves or robbers, and threaten¬ 
ed he would make us repent the .injury we had 

done 
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done him in his own houfe ; but as all thofe book i*. 
who had been robbed averred that he was the 
chief of the gang, and had himfelf killed one 
of the foldiers, we determined to carry him 
and all that were in the houfe, with us; and 
accordingly fet out. 

On the 4 th, travelling fixty-four werfts, we 
came to Penfe, a fortified town, with a ftrong 
garrifon, where we delivered up our prifoner 
to the governor, and the plundered merchants, 
on their examination, declared that he was 
adually the ringleader of the gang; upon 
which the governor ordered him to be put to 
the torture, to make him confefs where the 
reft of his companions were to be found; but 
he was fo obftinate, that he would not an- 
fwer any of the queftions that were put to him. 

On which two of the robbed merchants propof- 
cd to go in fearch of them, if the governor 
would fend a fufficicnt force to take them, if 
found, alledging they might be eafily traced 
by the track they had made through the fnow, 
in going into the wood : the governor readily 
confented, and ordered fifty dragoons, and as 
many Coftacks to mount and attend them. 

The next day in the evening, they returned 
with twenty-three robbers, and the fledges and 
horfcs belonging to the merchants ; they were 
found in hutts in a thicket of the wood, not 
above three miles from the above mentioned 
houfe. This wood runs eaft and weft feveru! 
hundred werfts in length, and its narroweft 

breadth 
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book ix. breadth, where we crofted, is one hundred and 
fixty werfts, without any inhabitants, 

A remark- I was here informed by the governor, that 
covery of a ^ out fix months ago, a large village or town, 
a town, had been difcovered by its own inhabitants, 
account w ^° a deputation to the emperor for that 
of it. purpofe. This town lies two hundred miles 
weft from Penfe, and at the fame diftance 
from any other inhabited place; it is fituated 
on the fide of a lake in the middle of this 
great wood, and coniifts of above two thou- 
land families; they gave the following account 
of themfelves.—In the very troublefome times, 
after the death of czar Iwan Wafilewitz, the 
tyrant, to the reign of czar Michael Feodore- 
witz, (his prefent majefty’s grandfather), a 
great number of robbers had anociated them¬ 
felves, and committed great ravages over all the 
country ; their leader, or commander in chief, 
was a degraded colonel, and an experienced 
officer ; their depredations were fo audacious, 
that czar Michael Feodorewitz found it necef- 
fary to fend‘large detachments of the military 
againft them, but the robbers commonly ■ at¬ 
tacked thefe parties by furprize and defeated 
them. The czar on this offered a very high 
reward for the heads of thofe leaders, and a 
free pardon to all the reft. The chiefs being 
apprehenfive that they fhould one day or other 
be betrayed by their followers, came to a reso¬ 
lution to make a general plunder once for all ; 
which they did, and carried off large quanti¬ 
ties of corn, horfes, cattle, all forts of labour¬ 
ing 
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mg utenfils, and all the women they could 
meet with, and retired into thofe inaccelLble 
woods, where they fettled, cleared, and ma¬ 
nured the ground, and lived ever fince, go- 
verned by their own laws, without ever after 
molefting, or having the fmalleft intercourfe 
with any of their remote neighbours. 

I was alfo informed, that a wild girl, about 
eighteen years of age, had been lately taken 
in the neighbourhood of this town. A wo¬ 
man who lived here, alledged, the was her 
child, faying, that about eighteen years ago 
fhe was going through the wood to fee a fick 
fifter of her’s : being then big with child the 
was feized with her labour-pains, and was de¬ 
livered ; and as the was then in extreme agony, 
Ihe did not perceive by what means her child 
was conveyed irom her; but hearing the com¬ 
mon report that a wild girl was frequently 
feen in the wood, fhe always faid it could be 
no other than the child Ihe had loft. 

Many attempts had been made to catch 
her, but to no purpofe, fhe being fo nimble¬ 
footed that none could overtake her. When 
the emperor heard of it, he fent orders to the 
governor to raife the people of the country, 
and furround that part of the wood where fhe 
had been obferved to frequent, and fet up 
their nets with which they ufed to catch the 
deer, and in this manner fhe was taken with¬ 
out receiving any hurt; the girl was imme¬ 
diately fent to Mofcow, under the care of 
her fuppofed mother, where I afterwards 

faw 
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book ix. faw her. She was of a fwarthy complexion, 
and I was told fhe was much overgrown with 
hair; fhe was very fhy of being feen, and a1- 
ways fitting in a dark corner, trembling with 
fear when any body approached her. It was 
generally fuppofed fhe had been fuckled by a 
bear, but hpw fhe fubfifted all the time after¬ 
wards muft remain a fecret till fhe learns to 
fpeak and gives an account of herfelf. 

On the 7th of February, having obtained 
an efcort of twenty Coffacks to conduct me to 
Saranfki, ninety werfts, and my travelling 
companions intending to continue here fome 
time, I left Penfe, travelling all the way 
through one continued wood, which made it 
very dangerous on account of the many rob¬ 
beries and murders committed on the road, 
and arrived at Sarinfki on the evening of the 
8th, without any moleftation. 

All the way, however, we went, we met 
many real obje&s of compaffion, wearing 
vifible marks of hunger and famine in their 
countenances, occafioned by the failure of 
laid year’s crop, \yhich drove many to feek re¬ 
lief by plunder. After this I travelled through 
a well inhabited country, without the leaf: 
danger, and came to Arfama, one hundred and 
twenty werfts ; from thence to Murvin, one 
hundred and twenty ; and from thence to Wo- 
lodimer, one hundred and twenty more ; and 
from Wolodimer, one hundred and eighty 
Arrival at werfts, to thecity of Mofcow, where I arrived 
Mc.'pow, QQ 2 2d of February. ‘ From Saratof to 

Mofcovy 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 409 

Mofcovv it is eight hundred and fifty-fix werfts bookuc. 
by land ; but following the courfe of the ri- 4Jl4 , 
ver, it is one thoufand feven" hundred and 
eighty. 

At this time great preparations were mak¬ 
ing for the emprefs’s coronation, at which 
ceremony all the great men and grandees of 
the empire had been fummoned to appear. 

General Matufkin and governor Wolinflci, 
with the two battalions of guards I left at 
Aftrachan, were ordered to repair to Mofcow 
with the utmoft expedition, and arrived five 
weeks after me ; which, if I had known, 
would have faved me a very troublefome jour¬ 
ney befides a great expence. 

The day after my arrival in Mofcow, I 
waited on prince Menzikof, who ordered me 
to attend him to his majefty, and after waiting 
a quarter of an hour in the antichamber I 
was called in, and found there, his majefty, 
attended by the duke of Holftein, admiral 
Apraxin, chancellor Golofkin, and the princes 
Galitzin, Dolgoruki and Romadonoffki. The 
emperor examined the chart of the Cafpian 
fea, with its gulfs, bays, and foundings, very 
narrowly ; aiking me a great many queftions, 
especially concerning the river Daria, of which 
I prefented him a draft at large, with w r hich he 
feemed very much pleafed, as the drawing ex¬ 
hibited the fituation of that river, which ap¬ 
peared to be well calculated for a fort and fafe 
Jrarbour, fecurc from any attempts that could 
be made by the Ulbcck Tartars. His majefty 

then 
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*ook ix. then gave the duke of Holftein a fhort account 

V ~ 7 ^T J P rince Bekewitz’s unfortunate expedition 
to that place ; adding, that if he had had pa¬ 
tience till he had been well fortified and fet¬ 
tled, and notfuffered himfelf to be over-reach¬ 
ed by the treacherous infinuations of the Tar¬ 
tars, by this time he might have been fully 
matter of that valuable river, with all the gold 
mines ■, but as he was now in full pofleffion 
of the provinces on the oppofite fide of the 
Gafpian fea, he ftill intended to fettle a colony 
at that place, and to ered forts along the banks 
of that river, toward the mines, for their 
protedion ; and the forts could be eafily fup- 
plied with provifions from the neighbouring 
provinces, without having any dependence on 
the. Ufbeck Tartars for them. From all this 
difcourfe, I apprehended I fhould be again fent 
to thofe parts very much againft my inclina¬ 
tion. After I had given an account in what 
forwardnefs the fortifications of Swetego-Kreft, 
on the river Sulack were, and of our expedi¬ 
tion againft the Kalmuck Tartars, I was dif- 
mifled, being ordered by prince Menzikof to 
attend the duke of Holftein’s levee while he 
remained in Mofcow. 


BOOK 
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BOOK X. 


The duke of Holjlein.—'The fall of baron Shafirof.—The 
captain endeavours to get his difchaige.—A dignified 
troop of chevaliers —A defcription of the cathedral — 
Procejfion to the coronation of the emprefs.—Coronation 
ceremony.—Procejfion to the church of St. Michael .— 
Procejfion to the church of the RefurreElion.—Dinner in 
the hall of folemnities.—New mode of promotion.—The 
captain obtains his furlough.—The captain leaves Mof- 
co-w.—A Swedijh colonel at Riga fiufpeBed of having 
Jhot Charles the Xllth of Sweden.—-The captain embarks 
for Scotland.—Puts into Erdhilm , a Danijh harbour 
and fort.-—Defcription of the harbour.—Departs for 
Elfingohr.—Driven into Marfirand dtfmafied.—Quarrel 
between Carnegie and his mate.—He arrives in 
Scotland. 

H IS royal highnefs Charles duke of Hoi- 

ftein, was the only fon of the eldeft After .7*4. 
of Charles the Xllth, king of Sweden, whom 
that monarch intended for his fuccelfor ; he Lin.°" 
was now betrothed to the princefs Anne, the 
emperor’s eldeft daughter; his highnefs was in 
the 25th year of his age, of the middling fize, 
well proportioned ; his lips were thick, and his 
tongue large, which occafioned a defedt in his 
fpeech ; in attending, when very young, his 
uncle, the king of Sweden, a winter’s cam¬ 
paign in Poland, where the cold was very in- 
tenfe, and feeing the king endure it with fo 

much 
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poor x. much indifference, the prince was afhamed to 
complain, till at laft his toes were fo feverely 
frofl-bitten, that they, began to mortify, and 
he was obliged to have fome of them cut off; 
the prince was very affable, and of a chearful 
difpofition, fond of all kinds of diverfions. 
He was now lodged in the Inoifemfka Slaboda, 
(or quarter of foreigners): all manner of di¬ 
verfions were here pra&ifed for his amufement; 
he was much pleafed with the Englifh coun¬ 
try dances, and as I was pretty well acquaint¬ 
ed with therp, I was always next to his high- 
jiefs at thofe entertainments. 

I had the good fortune to be fo much in his 
favour, that he afked if I wifhed to enter into 
his fervice. I replied that I would accept the 
honour with great pleafure if I could obtain 
my difcharge from the emperor’s : his highnefs 
faid he would fpeak to prince Menzikof about 
it, which he did next day, and the prince told 
him that his majefly would grant it at his de¬ 
fire, notwithftanding his intention to fend me 
on an expedition over the Cafpian fea, to for¬ 
tify and fecure the harbour at the mouth of 
the river Daria; which information put a flop 
to all my hopes. This difappointment made 
me refolve to get out of this flate of flavery at 
any rate, from which it was impoffible for any 
one that was ferviceable to extricate himfelf 
with honour. 

The&Hof On my return to Mofcow, I had themortifi- 
cation to hear the difagreeable account of the 
fall and difgrace of my former benefadtor, 

baron 
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baron Shafirof, the vice-chancellor, in whole book x, 
fuite I was a year at Conftantinople, where he 
Was an hoftage, and afterwards ambaffador; 
he was without difpute one of the ableft mi- 
nifters in the whole empire, very high in the 
efteem of the emperor, who always employed 
him in negotiations of the greatelt importance* 

The baron’s misfortune was occafioned by his 
endeavouring the ruin of prince Menzikof, 
which at laft ended in his own. When his 


majefty fet out on his expedition to Perfia, he 
appointed prince Menzikof regent of the em¬ 
pire in his abfence : by the afliftance of baron 
Ofterman, the prince difcovered that the vice- 
chancellor had embezzled large fums out of 
the public revenue, and that he had concealed 
two hundred thoufand ducats in fpecie, be- 
lidesjewels to the value of feventy thoufand 
ducats, the property of the late Knez Gagarin, 
whofe daughter was married to baron Shafirof’s 
fon. When prince Gagarin was executed, it 
was made death to any perfon who Ihould 
conceal his effeds, and the baron himfelf 
publilhed the decree ; the baron alfo flood 
charged with feveral other crimes, for all 
which he was condemned to be beheaded, and 
was fo near fuffering the fentence, that 
his neck was on the block, when the fen- 


tence was mitigated to perpetual banifh- 
ment into Siberia, Ofterman fucceeded the 


baron in the office of vice-chancellor; baron 
Shafirof had raifed him from a low degree, 
and Was afterwards rewarded with ingrati¬ 
tude } he was by birth a German, from a 

fmall 
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^ 222 -^ 2 . fmall town belonging to the duke of Meck- 
1714. lenburgh, of mean parents, and the baron 
palfing through that country, engaged him as 
a fervant; in this fervice he fo ingratiated 
himfelf with his mailer, that , he raifed him 
by degrees to the office of fecretary in chan¬ 
cery, and as fuch he was fent as fecretary to 
count Bruce to the congrefs at Aland ; where 
he conducted himfelf with fuch addrefs, that 
he was appointed the count’s colleague, in 
which lituation he behaved with much haugh- 
tinefs : yet after betraying his mailer and be¬ 
nefactor, he fucceeded him as vice-chancellor, 
and after the death of count Golofkin, he was 
promoted to the office of high-chancellor : 
but when the emprefs Elizabeth afcended the 
tftrone of Ruffia, Ollerman was banilhed to 
Siberia, there to bewail his former ingrati¬ 
tude, meeting with the reward due to all un¬ 
grateful perfons. 

T^cap- In the beginning of March, I prefented a 

deavoufi P et ^ on to college of war, in which I re- 
t£> get his prefented my fervices for thirteen years in their 
difeharge, army ; that the lituation of my own private 
affairs in Scotland, where I had not been for 
twenty years, now required my perfonal pre¬ 
fence to regulate them ; and required my 
difeharge from this fervice for that purpofe. 
Prince Menzikof and the other generals feemed 
furprized at my requefl, telling me that his 
majelly had fignified his pleafure to give me 
one of the regiments that were then under 
the command of general V/aterang, at Swete- 

go-Kreft 
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go-Kreft on the river Sulack ; from this I faw book*. 
plainly that it was determined to fend me — • / ~T* 
once more over the Cafpian to the river Daria, ' 714r 
to lead a fad life among the Ufbeck Tartars; 

I told them it was impoffible for me then to 
accept the honour his majefty meant to beftow 
on me, as the fituation of my affairs would 
not fuffer me to remain longer in their fer- 
vice ; and the board then abfolutely refufed to 
grant my difcharge. I now urged to them 
the privilege promifed by his majefty to all 
foreigners, that they were not to be detained in 
the fervice againft their own inclination; to 
this they replied, that they did not look on 
me as a foreigner, but as one of themfelves; 
to this compliment I only anfwered by a low 
bow, and retired. 

As I had received a promife from his ma- 
jefty before we fet out on the expedition into 
Perfia, that upon our return he would give me 
leave to go and fee my friends, I now laid my 
cafe before the duke of Holftein, who advifed 
me to prefent a memorial to the emperor the 
next day, at eleven o’clock, when he would 
be with him 5 w'hich I accordingly did, and 
had for anfwer, that my difcharge could not 
be granted, but that I fhould get a furlough for 
one year to go and fee my friends, and fettle 
my affairs; at the expiration of .which it was 
expe&ed I fhould return. Upon my accepting 
thefe conditions, I received his majefty’s order 
to prince Menzikof, to grant me a furlough: 
upon my producing the order to the war office, 

they 
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book x. they demanded that count Bruce and genera! 
Le Fort lhould become fureties for my return, 
which I refufed, telling them that the furlough 
his majefty had granted me was fufficient, 
which I infilled upon; on this the office forced 
me to give an obligation under my hand, to 
return at the end of the year, which they 
conceived in the ftrongeft terms they coulcl 
exprefs, and gave me the alternative, to lign 
it, or remain where I was : the matter being 
fo far fettled, they told me that as foon as the 
emprefs’s coronation was over I ffiould receive 
my difpatches. 

The city of Mofcow was now vaftly crowds 
ed with foreigners as well as natives, where 
all people of rank, belonging to this great 
empire, were obliged to attend, every one 
endeavouring to out-do another in grand 
equipages, fo that nothing now was minded 
but alfemblies, balls, mafquerades, and grand 
entertainments, fuch as had never before been 
known in this part of the world. Yet every 
body was much furprifed that neither the 
grand duke, nor his lifter the grand-duchefs, 
the children of the late czarowitz, were to be 
prefent at this folemnity, but were left unno¬ 
ticed at Peterlburgh. 

AJg.6- To aggrandize the coronation, a troop of 
of cheva- chevaliers, or horfe-guards, were raifed. 
Hers. mounted on fine horfes ; lieutenant general 
Iagufinlki commanded them as captain; major 
general Mamonof, as lieutenant ; brigadier 
general Lewentof, was cornet * the quarter- 

mafters 
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m afters were Colonels, the corporals lieutenant- book x. 
colonels, and the fixty troopers were all cap- 
tains. Their coats were green cloth, the 
waiftcoats fcarlet richly laced with gold; on 
their breafts and backs the emperor’s arms in 
embroidery ; their cartouch cafes were of crim- 
fon velvet, with cyphers embroidered in gold; 
their granade pouches and belts of crimfon vel¬ 
vet and gold ; their fword hilts gilt, and white 
cockades in their hats; their holfters and 
piftol-cafes ornamented with cyphers in gold, 
laced and fringed with the fame ; the bitts of 
the bridles, breaft and crupper-leathers, were 
covered with maflive gold, and their kettle¬ 
drums and trumpets were filver, with the em¬ 
peror’s arms in embofled work of gold and 
filver. 

The cathedral in which the ceremony of co- Defcnpti- 
ronation was to be performed, was richly a- on of the 
domed and illuminated with a number 0 f cathedral * 
branches in form of crowns, and a very large 
one in the middle of fine filver of exquifite 
workmanfttip ; they were all full of wax can¬ 
dles gilt. The fteps to the altar, and the 
pavement of the church to the throne, were 
covered with rich tapeftry wrought with gold; 
in the middle of the church was a canopy of 
crimfon velvet, adorned with the arms of 
Ruflia, viz. an eagle, fable, with an efcutch- 
eon on its breaft, of St. George killing the 
dragon, and all round it was the ribbon of 
the order of St. Andrew, and on the two (idea 
were the arms of the kingdoms of Cafan, 

E e Aftrachan, 
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book: x. Aftrachan, Siberia, &c. the canopy was em~ 
broidered with gold raifed-work, with rich 
fringes, ribbons, tufts, gold lace, &c. it was 
fupported at the four corners with pillars co¬ 
vered with red and goid filk. Under this cano¬ 
py was the throne ; the fteps and pavement of 
which were covered with crimfon velvet, on 
which were placed two elbow chairs for their im¬ 
perial majefties, which glittered with precious 
ilones, and a long table covered with cloth of 
gold, and the bottom was covered with red vel¬ 
vet trimmed with gold; a place was made near 
the throne, for the royal princelfes, adorned 
with tapeftry and cloth of gold, with an eagle 
of gold embroidery fparkling with jewels. 

Her imperial majefty prepared herfelf for 
her coronation by three days falling and 
prayer, and the people had three days notice 
given them by the fecretary of the chancery, 
preceded by an officer, with kettle-drums and 
trumpets. 

Procefilon The yth of May, the day appointed for the 
ronat!on°" g ran( l coronation, eight battalions and four 
oftheem- companies of grenadiers of the guards were, 
P re ^- early in the morning, drawn up in the kreme- 
lin, or fort of the palace ; our grenadiers lined 
the road from the palace to the cathedral, op- 
pofitc to which was St. Michael’s church, .the 
burying place of his majdly’s ancelldrs ; the 
road between them was lined by tw r o batta¬ 
lions, and the road from the cathedral to the 
gate'of the kremelin was. lined by the other 
(ir:; battailous j and from the gate to the mo- 

naflery 
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n aft cry of the Refurre&ion, the burying place book x. 
of the princefles of the czarian family, was 
lined by the regiments of Le Fort and Buterflri, 
who fupplied the place of four battalions of 
our divifion then at Peterfburgh 

At nine o’clock in the morning, the clergy 
met in the church, and read prayers for the 
profperity of their imperial majefties, and then 
went in their pontificals, and joined the pro- 
ceffion, which began at ten in the following 
order: 

1. One half of the horfe-guards. 

2 . The emprefs’s pages, and their governor. 

3. The deputy-mafter of the ceremonies, 
Williaminof, with his mace. 

4. The deputies of the provinces. 

c. The brigadier-generals, 1 . , - 

6. The major-generals, f m P a, . r t s ^ fe ‘ 

7. The lieutenant generals,' nion y* 

8. The two great heralds at arms of the em¬ 
pire, Plefhof and count Souffe, both in habits 
of crimfon, and gold embroidery, with the 
imperial eagle wrought upon them, with their 
ftaves in their hands. 

9. The grand-mafter of the ceremonies, 
Shubarof, with his mace. 

10. Knez Demetri Galitzin and baron 
Ofterman, privy counfellors, carrying on two 
cufhions, the imperial mantle, which was of 
cloth of gold lined with ermine,; the clafps 
were fet with many large brilliants ; and on 
the mantle was embroidered, in relievo, the 
imperial eagle. 

E e 2 n. Knez 
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book x. rr. Knez Dolgoruki, a privy-counfellor, 

L carrying on a cufhion the globe, which was of 

fine gold, with a crofs on the top of it fet 
with diamonds, rubies, faphires, and emeralds: 
this globe was much admired, as being the 
workmanfhip of ancient Rome. 

12. Count Pufhkin, a privy-counfellor, car¬ 
rying On a cufhion, the fceptre, enamelled 
and adorned with diamonds and rubies, with 
the imperial eagle at. the top ; the fame that 
was ufed at the coronation of the ancient 
emperors of Ruffia. 

13. Count Bruce, a privy-counfellor and 
matter of the ordnance, carrying the crowm, 
which was immenfely rich with brilliants, fe- 
veral of which were very large, befides fine 
oriental pearls of an extraordinary fize and 
an even water -, among the other precious 
ttones of various colours, in this crown, there 
was a true oriental ruby of uncommon luftre 
as large as a pigeon’s egg, and fuppofed to be 
the richeft that has yet been known ; this Rip- 
plied the place of a globe on the top of the 
•crown, and the crofs was all covered over 

with brilliants. 

14. Count Tolftoi, grand-marfhal, with 
his ftaff in his hand, on the top of which 
was an imperial eagle of maflive gold, and an 
emerald as big as a hen’s egg. 

15. His imperial majefty, Peter the Great, 
fupported by prince Menzikof and knez 
Rcpnin. 


16. Her 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 421 

16. Her imperial majefty, Catherine, led bookx. 
by his royal highnefs the duke of Holftein, 

and attended by the high admiral count 
Apraxin, and the high chancellor count Golof- 
kin ; her train was borne by the princefs of 
Menzikof, the duchefs of Trubetzkoi, the 
countefs of Golofkin, the countefs of Bruce, 
and general Butterlin’s lady; they were fol¬ 
lowed by twelve married, and twelve unmar¬ 
ried ladies, clad in robes, and walking in pairs. 

17. The married ladies were, four lieute^ 
nant-generals ladies, viz. Jaguzinfki, Matuf- 
kin, Dolgoruki, and Kurakin; eight major- 
generals ladies, viz. Gunther, Zernifhof, Balk, 
Le-Fort, Trubetzkoy, Uffiakoff, Romanzof, 
and Cirkafki ; thefe were followed by twelve 
young ladies of the firft quality, in pairs. 

18. The colonels, and other military offi¬ 
cers, and thofe of the national nobility fum- 
moned to attend, all walking in pairs. 

19. The other half of the horfe-guards 
clofed the proceffion ; during which all the 
bells in Mofcow rang, which was accompanied 
with the mulic of the drums and trumpets. 

The proceffion having entered the cathedral, Coronati- 
the regalia were placed on a long table fet there on cere - 
for that purpofe ; and the duke of Holftein n * ony ' 
having led the emprefs to the throne, took his 
place, and the emperor led her to her feat, at¬ 
tended by prince MenzikofF and knez Repnin, 
and the counts Apraxin and Golofkin, and 
the ladies who l ore the train ; their majefties 

being 
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book x. being feated, the archbifhops and other pre- 
lates alfo fat down, but the gentlemen and la¬ 
dies flood during the whole courfe of the ce¬ 
remony : when the anthem was fung, the 
emperor flood up, and taking the fcepter from 
the table, ordered the great-marfhal to call the 
archbifhops and prelates, enjoining them to 
proceed to coronation. The archbifhop of 
Novogorod then addrefled the emprefs thus : 
“ Orthodox and great emprefs, moft gracious 
“ lady, may it pleafe your majefty to repeat 
“ the creed Athanafian of orthodox faith, in 
“ the prefehce of your loyal fubjeCts.”—The 
emprefs having repeated this creed, kneeled 
down on a cufhion, and received the archbi- 
fhop’s benediction, and after prayers were 
faid, her majefly flood up, and two archbifhops 
took the coronation mantle, and prefented it 
to the emperor, who put it on the emprefs, 
without laying the fceptre out of his hand ; 
their majefties then kneeling down, the arch¬ 
bifliop faid prayers, at the conclufion of which, 
their majefties rofe up, and the emperor, tak¬ 
ing the crown, placed it upon her head, but 
ftill held the fcepter himfelf; the archbifhops 
then pronounced their benediction in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and put 
the imperial globe into her majefty’s hand. 
This being done, their majefties took their 
feats and received the compliments both of the 
clergy and laity, while the choir fung their 
ufual anthem for their profperous reign ; at the 

conclufion 
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conclufioa of which there was a general falvo boojcx. 
from all the artillery, and the bells of the 
whole city were rung. 

This done, their majefties being conducted 
from the throne, with the fame ceremqnies 
with which they afcended, they proceeded to 
the foot of the altar, and from thence to their 
ufual feats ; and during the liturgy her majefty 
took off her crown, which was committed to 
the charge of the fecretary of the cabinet; and 
after the prayers for the communion fervice 
were fung, the emperor led her majefty, who 
was drefled in th$ crown and imperial mantle, 
along a walk of fcarlet velvet, doubled, and 
tapeftry wrought with gold, to the fanduary, 
where the kneeled on a culhion embroidered 
with gold, where two bidrops attended with 
the holy oil in feparate vefiels, and an arcfr- 
biftiop anointed her on the forehead, breaft, 
and hands, in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft ; other archbifhops wiped off 
the oil with cotton, and the archdeacon at¬ 
tending with the holy facrament, faid aloud, 

“ Approach with piety and faith..”-—Upon 
which the received the eonfecrated bread from 
the archbilhop, with a little warm wine ; two 
arch-priefts of the cathedral carried a gold ba- 
fon, and an abbot held a gold ewer full of 
water to wafb, and two other abbots held the 
napkin for her majefty to -wipe her hands. 

This done, their majefties retired to their feats, 
and there was a fecond falvo from the guns, 
and ringing of the hells in the cite. At the 

elofe 
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book x. clofe of the fervice, the arehbifhop of Plefkow 
made an harangue, in which he mentioned 
the rare virtues of the emprefs, and lhewed 
how well the deferved that crown which file 
had now received from God and her hufband; 
and concluded with a congratulation of their 
majefties in the name of the ftates of the em¬ 
pire. 

Proeeflion When this office was over, the duke of 
church of Holftein went to attend the emprefs to the 
St. Mi- church of St. Michael, to which fhe walked 
chael. nauch in the fame order as fhe came from the 
palace, but with her crown and mantle on, 
and under a rich canopy, fppported by fix 
major-generals on poles of maffive filver, on 
each of which were eight eagles of filver gilt, 
with crowns, &c. and tufts of folid gold, hung 
to gold twift; the fcepter and globe were car¬ 
ried before her, and her train borne up as be¬ 
fore ; prince Menzikof walked behind the em¬ 
prefs, fupported by Printzenftein, chancellor 
of the exchequer, and Plefkof, prefident of 
the chamber of finances, each carrying a purfe 
of fcarlet velvet embroidered with gold, in 
which were medals of gold and filver, which 
the prince threw away among the populace in 
the way to church ; when her majefty arrived 
at the door, an arehbifhop met and walked 
before her with a crucifix ; while the litanies 
were finging, the emprefs went.and paid her 
devotions at the tombs of the emperor’s glo¬ 
rious anceftors ; at her leaving this church, 
there was a third falvo of the guns and bells, 

with 
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with kettle-drums and trumpets ; and the book.*. 
joyful (houts of the people rent the Ikies. 

From hence her majefty went in a coach Procdfion 
drawn by eight horfes to the monaftery of of 
Wofnelinki, or the RefurreCtion, the place of theRefiw- 
interment for the ladies of the imperial blood: reftl0n * 
(he was attended 

1. By one half of the horfe-guards, and 
their officers. 

2. Twenty-four valets on foot, marching 
four a-breaft ; their coats were green, faced 
with fcarlet ; their waiftcoats fcarlet, fpread 
over with gold and filver lace; their hats laced 
with gold, and the hilts of their fwords gilt. 

3. Twelve pages in green liveries, the fac¬ 
ing, and veft of cloth of gold, fcarlet filk 
(lockings with gold clocks, and their fword- 
hilts lilver gilt. 

4. The emprefs in a raoft magnificent coach, 
drawn by eight horfes, with four running foot¬ 
men before, richly dreffed, and twelve cham-» 
berlains and other officers of the court magni¬ 
ficently dreffed, marching on both fides of the 
coach. 


5. Twelve heydukes alfo on both fides of 
the coach, at a proper diftance from the cham¬ 
berlains, clad in green coats and fcarlet waift¬ 
coats richly embroidered with gold, with the 
emperor’s arms and cyphers, the (leevcs fring¬ 
ed with gold, and turned up with fcarlet vel¬ 
vet ; their fcarlet velvet caps were edged with 
green velvet and gold twift, with a ftar of 
gold embroidery, with the tuft of an apple of 

lilver ; 
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book x. filver j on. the fides were two filver eagles, 
and two herons of filver, with a plume of 
red and white feathers behind; inftead of a 
belt, they wore two filver chains, fattened to 
a ftripe of fcarlet velvet with gold twift; the 
hilts of their fabres were large and gilt; their 
boots, which were of Morocco leather, were 
adorned with buttons, and other ornaments, 
the work of the goldfmith. 

6. Lieutenant-general Lacey rode behind 
the coach, with two heralds at arms, and 
threw gold and filver medals among the popu¬ 
lace, which were carried for that purpofe in 
purfes by the proper officers. 

7. Six negroes drefled in black velvet edged 
with gold ; inftead of fcarves and bracelets, 
they had ornaments of red and white feathers, 
and they Had* plumes of the fame in their 
turbans, which were faced with muflin ; their 
collars were of filver, marked with their ma- 
jefties cypher. 

8. His royal highnefs the duke of Holftein 
in a coach and fix, with rich blue liveries. 

9. The counts Apraxin and Golofkin in 
one coach and fix, with their fervants in rich 
liveries. 

10. Two coaches and fix, with the ladies 
of the firft rank. 

1 r. The other half of the horfe-guards 
clofed the proceflion, and in their patting by 
•were fa luted with the points of our fpon- 
toons, and colours pointed to the ground, the 

mufic 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Es$. 


427 


1724. 


mufic playing and drums beating till they were book x. 
pafled. 

At the monaftery, the emprefs was handed 
out of the coach by the duke of Holftein ; her 
train was borne as before; and haying per¬ 
formed her devotion at the tombs of the la¬ 
dies of the imperial family, in that monaftery; 

{he returned to the palace, and was handed 
by the duke of Holftein to her apartments 
where the emperor expected her, and where 
they pafted fome time while the fervice was 
getting ready in the hall of folemnities. 

This hall, for its largenefs and ornaments, Dinner in 
is one of the fineft in Europe, and the win- the f h ] ^ 
dows being proportionably large makes it very ° it 
light; the roof refts on one Angle pillar in the 
middle, the cornices and pedeftals are of fine 
work in plaifter of Paris; all the wainfcotting 
is of curious workmanlhip, and three feet in 
height; all round was hung with Crimfon vel¬ 
vet and rich cloth of gold; the floor was co¬ 
vered with Perfian carpets of extraordinary 
fize and beauty. Round the pillars a table 
was fet, with veftels of gold and filver, adorn¬ 
ed with precious ftones and pearls; the table 
where their majefties were to eat was fet upon 
a raifed floor, covered with fcarlet velvet, lac¬ 
ed with gold, under a canopy of the fame, 
bordered round with deep gold fringe ; the ta¬ 
ble where the duke of Holftein was to eat 
alone, was at a little diftance from the other 
in the middle of the hall; and at fome little 
dillanec below that vas a table for the ladies, 

alfo 
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book x. alfo in the middle of the hall ; and on each 
fide were long tables, one for perions of the 
firft quality, particularly thofe who had affift- 
ed at the coronation ; another for the prelates 
and principal clergy who had officiated on the 
fame occafion; at the lower end of the hall 
was a theatre for the mufic. Their majefties 
and the duke of Holftein, were ferved in gold 
plate, the other three tables in filver. 

When every thing w ? as ready, the company 
moved for the hall, and entered in the follow¬ 


ing order: 

i. The mafter of the ceremonies. 


2. The two cup-bearers, and count Apraxin, 
who officiated as carver during the feaft. 

3. The great fleward, followed by the grand 
marfhal. 


4. The emperor, and his two fupporters. 

5. The emprefs, led by the duke of Hol¬ 
ftein, and fupported as in the former procef- 
fion; the train of the imperial mantle being 
borne by the five ladies beforementioned. 

6. The principal ladies of quality, both of 
the court and empire, with her majefty’s maids 
of honour. 


7. The other perfons of diftin<ftion both, 
fexes, clergy and laity. 

When their majefties were under the cano¬ 
py, an archbifhop faid grace, and then the 
whole company placed themfelves according to 
their rank. At every courfe the grand mar- 
fhal gave orders to the mafter of ceremonies 
to go with the officers and order it: all the of¬ 
ficers 
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ficers in waiting flood at the hall door, from the 
firft to the lafl, to receive the dithes, which 
they carried up to the table in the following 
order: 

1. The grand marfhal. 

2. The great fteward. 

3. The chief carver. 

4. The officers who carried the fervices, 
who were all colonels; each diffi was guarded 
by two gentlemen of the horfe-guards, with 
their carbines. , 

5. The matter of the ceremonies. 

The great fteward ranged the ditties, and 
took them off, every time bending the knee, 
and all the others who waited on their majes¬ 
ties with plates or glaffes, Served them on the 
knee : they eat and drank out of gold, and 
the pyramids of Sweetmeats were ferved up 
to the royal tables in gold plate ; the duke of 
Holftein was alfo ferved in gold, by officers of 
the firft rank. 

There were at the fame time before the hall, 
oxen and all manner of fowls roafted for the 
populace, and on a ftage ere&ed there, were 
fountains of red and white wines running for 
them to drink. 

Before the court rofe from table, prince 
Menzikof diftributed to every perfon of rank 
and diftimftion, who had affifted at the cere¬ 
mony, a large medal of gold reprefenting it; 
and then their majefties returned to their 
apartments in the fame order they had enter¬ 
ed, and the officers in waiting, with thofe of 

the 
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book x. the horfe and foot guards, filled the tables, 
17 J 4 '_ , and when the repaft was over, we returned to 
our refpedtive quarters.' The whole night 
was fpent in great rejoicings, by fire-works, 
illuminations, bonfires, drums, mulic, and 
ringing of bells ; the ftreets fwarmed all night 
long with crowds of people. The three fol¬ 
lowing days, the emprefs received the congra¬ 
tulations of all the foreign minifters, and the 
deputies of the provinces. 

On the fourth day, her majefty gave a very 
grand entertainment, and in the evening was 
exhibited a magnificent fire-work, reprefenting 
the emperor placing the crown on her head, 
with this motto, “ From God and the Em¬ 
peror the city was again completely illumi¬ 
nated, and univerfal joy difplayed itfelf in 
every form. 

A new The whole concluded by a general promo- 
mode of t j on a £ CO urt, and in the army and navy, in 
promon y enet j an m anner, by balloting, and this 
was the mode; a white iron box was made 
with three apertures, and a round opening be¬ 
fore to admit a man’s hand ; the three aper¬ 
tures were painted white, red, and black ; the 
white for advancement, the red was again!! it, 
and the black denoted incapacity. The box 
was covered with fcarlet cloth, and every per- 
fon qualified to ballot, had a little ball of white 
leather given him, which he could put into 
either of the apertures without its being ob- 
ferved. Brigadier Knez Ufupof, a major in 
the guards, was to ftand the ballot for a major- 

general, 
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general, and all the officers of the guards, be- book x. 
ing eighty-four in number, were fummoned * 

to give their fuffrages-, but when the boxes 
were examined, there were found thirty-two 
to twenty-three againft him, and twenty-nine 
declared him incapable. His majefty was very 
much furprifed at this, as knez Ufopof was 
well known to be a very brave officer, and 
one who had always obferved ftridt difcipline, 
which was thought the real caufe of his hav¬ 
ing fo many enemies j on this the ballotting 
was entirely laid afide, and promotions went 
on according to the ufual form. 

I had now once more an offer of prefer- Th e cap- 
ment made me, but as I conceived it intended ' a ! n °*T 
to detain me in the fervice, I begged to be ex- furlough, 
cufed accepting any till after my return from 
Britain ; but finding prince Menzikof, at the 
inftigation of count Bruce, very much bent 
for my flaying, I laid my cafe in fuch ftrong 
terms before the count, that he at laft con- 
fented, and fpoke of it to the prince, who at 
length granted my much wiffied furlough on 
the 27th of May. I received the pay and fo¬ 
rage money due to me from the regiment, but 
could not get the pay due to me as engineer, 
and which amounted to twelve hundred rubles, 
but was told that the money appropriated for 
the payment of that fervice was at Peterf- 
burgh, and I muft go there to receive it ; 
which if I had done, would have effectually 
put a flop to my journey. I empowered major- 
general Le Fort to receive my pay, and fell my 

houfe 
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book x houfe and furniture in Peterfburgh, and to 
remit me the money to Scotland ; but a flop 
was put to it till my return, and at the expira¬ 
tion of my furlough, every thing I had there 
was feized, fo that I had no reafon to boaft of 
any advantage I reaped in Ruffia, after thireen 
years fervice. 

The cap- Their majefties left Mofcow on the 27th of 
leave May, on their journey to Peterfburgh, and I 
Mofcow. *" et out on 2 8th. I arrived at Novogorod, 
the 7th of June, from thence croffing the lake 
Ilmen, fifty miles to the river Solon, and twen¬ 
ty miles up that river to Sultza by land, from 
thence by Plefkow and Petzora, two ftrong 
fortified towns, I got to Wenden in Livonia, 
on the 15th. This place had formerly been a 
place of ftrength, but its fortifications now lay 
in ruins ; and on the 17th, I arrived at Riga, 
which is one thoufand thirty-fix werfts from 
Mofcow. Field marfhal Knez Repnin, go¬ 
vernor of this city, arrived two days after me. 

I immediately waited on the governor,, and 
fhewed him my pafs, and notwithftanding our 
former difference, on my having refufed the 
offer he made me of being his aid-de-camp, he 
behaved very civilly to me, and offered me his 
table while I flaid in that city. I lodged with 
colonel Berens of the artillery, who married a 
niece of the countefs of Bruce. 

The colonel took me to the cathedral, and 
pointing to a mark on the wall, four feet and 
a half from the ground, told me that the wa¬ 
ters of the Du ina, at the breaking up of the 

ice 
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ice laft year, had rifen to that mark, and over- book*. 
flowed the whole city ; and that there happen- ' * 

ed to be a wedding celebrating in a wooden 
houfe without the town* near the river, which 
was quite full of people, arid by the fudderi 
rifing of the water, the houfe was overturned 
in the height of theit merriment, arid every 
perfon drowned. 

As I was dinirig at an ordinary One day, A Swe- 
with feveral of my acquaintances, there Hap- 
pened to be at the table a Swedifh colonel arid ga f u f- 
a lieutenant-colonel; W T ho was born dumb, P eft , ed ot 
and had been a great favourite with the late ^'char- 
king of Sweden. While we were at dinner, Jes the 
the goverrior’s aid-de-camp came iri, and ad- 
drefling himfelf to the Swedifh colonel, order¬ 
ed him in the emperor’s name to leave Riga' 
immediately, otherwife he wotild be proceeded 
igainft as a traitor. The Swede immediately 
getting up from the table, quitted the room* 
pale and trembling. On our enquiring into 
the reafon of this fudden order to the colonel,, 
yve were informed that he Was fufpe&ed of 
having fhot the latfe king of Sweden, in the 
trenchfes before Frederickfhal. It feems that 
iome of the company had by figns, made the 
dumb lieutenant-colonel uriderftartd the'affair, 
on which he rail after him with his fword 
drawn, and, but for the interpofitiori of the aid- 
de-camp and forrie Others with him, he would 
certainly have killed the colonel, who was fafe- 
ly conducted over the river Dwina, which di¬ 
vides Livonia from Courland, and was fol- 

F f lowed 
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book x. lowed by his (e. yants and baggage., It was 6 b- 
ferved that while he refided in Riga, large re¬ 
mittances had come to him from Stockholm, 
yvhich made it generally, fufpected that he had 
been highly bribed to commit the regicide. 
The colonel made halte to get into Poland, in¬ 
tending to pafs through that kingdom into 
Turkey, where he was well acquainted, hav¬ 
ing attended the king of Sweden all the time 
that prince refided in Bender; but as he was 
no more heard of, it was generally thought he 
had been murdered in Poland. 

The cap- j had propofed travelling by the way of Ber-. 
forScot- lin, but now finding the Hi ip Ifabella, bound 
land. for Montrofe, John Carnegie, mailer, I took 
tny palfage with him, who undertook to lay in 
a Hock of frefii provifions. The Ihip went 
down the river the 28th of June, and I fol¬ 
lowed the next day,* attended by many of my. 
acquaintances to fort Dunamand, where I went 
on board, and that evening we dropt down to 
the nwuthof the river. We failed on the 30th 
of June, with a fair wind, and palled the 
illands of Runen and Oefel, but the wind turn¬ 
ing gain!! us toward night, I began to enquire 
into the Hate of our provifions, which confilfed 
of fait beef, peas, barley, bifeuit, and bad beer. 
Tlie mailer pretended that in the hurry he had 
forgot to lav in frelh meat, which was a great 
cnaopointinent td me, as I never could eat fait 
meat, but for the kind concern of colonel Be¬ 
ds’s lady, who, without my knowledge, had 
A.nt plenty of all kinds of provifions on board, 

which 
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•which fufficiently made up the matter's defici- book x. 
ency. The wind continuing foul, we bore away 
for the ifle of Gothland, ancbon the 2d of July, 
we patted the town of Wifby : in patting along 
the coaft of this ifland, I obferved a number of 
churches with fteeples, not above a milediftant 
from each other. We endeavoured to make the 
ifle of Oeland, but could not fetch it, and after 
beating three days to little purpofe, I perfuaded 
the matter to come to aft anchor at the Iftnfer 
Sheren, near the coaft of Sweden, where I went 
alhore with four men in the boat, at fomefifh- 
ing huts, but finding nobody in them, and paf- 
fing a little way into a wood, we came to a 
number of people of both fexes, burning lime- 
ttone, and an old man the wed us the way through 
part of the Wood, to a village, where I bought 
two fheep, feme fowls, eggs and butter, and re¬ 
turning to the vettel, We got under way again; 
butthe wind continuing unfavourable, we made 
little prog refs.'. On the 8 th, after a hard gale of 
wind, with the fea breaking over us all day 
long, and meeting a Dutchman, who had loft 
his main-matt in a gale, We got fight of Oeland. 

On the 9th, the wind turned in our favour, 
which lafted till ten next morning, being theft 
hear the ifland of Bornholm ; but the wind fiid- Puts into 
denly changing, we were forced back, again, ® 
which obliged us to run' into, the harbour of harbour 
Erdholm. On a figndl,- a pilot came on board, and fort - 
who more through defign .than ignorance, rain 
the vettel on a rock at the entrance of the har¬ 
bour, fo clofe to the fhore, that the military Who 
P f 2 flood 
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Booi^x. flood there, few diftindtly all our motion? on 
deck; and although they knew our diftrefs, and 
boats were in plenty by them on the fhore, not 
one of them offered to advance one ftep to our 
affiftance, When our warp anchor was putting 
out, the governor obferving that I was better at 
directing than working, concluded from thence 
that I was a pafTenger, although I was clad in 
Teaman’s cloaths, fent his adjutant off in a boat, 
offering to bring me on fhOre with my effects, 
which I readily accepted, and coming up to the 
governor, we knew each cither, being formerly 
acquainted both in Flanders, and at Copenha¬ 
gen when the Ruffian army was there; but be¬ 
fore. I would enter into any eonverfetion,- I 
pleaded fo effectually with him for affiftance to 
get. the veffel off the rock, that he fent boats 
fuffieient to take in as much of her cargo as 
lightened her enough to get off, fo that fhe did 
not fuftain the leaft damage: fhe had fcarce 
got into the.harbour, before fuch a heavy gale 
Came ou, as would have beat her to pieces had 
fhe. remained a quarter of an hour longer on 
the rock ; fo that my faving this fhip and 
cargo was entirely owing to my acquaintance 
With the governor. 

Uo^ofthe ^fkis harbour belongs to Denmark, and is 

harbour. oiie of the beft in Europe ; it has an-'entrance 
from the fouth, and one from the north, both 
commanded by forts ; they are juft broad 
enaugh to let ohe fhip at a time pafs with cafe. 
It is of a round form, and large enough to 
contain two. hundred fail of fhips-, and fo deep 

that 
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that they can lie clofe to the fhore. It is of book x. 
great convenience to the king of Denmark for 
his ffiips in war time, as they can enter in at 
one fide and go out at the other. The ifland 
itfelf is an entire rock, without either earth or 
land; yet the governor and officers in garrifon, 
have tranfported earth enough from the ifland 
of Bornholm, four German leagues, to mike 
gardens for themfelvesn 

Colonel Hirffinach was the ^refent gover¬ 
nor, and had his own regiment in garrifon 
here : {hey are in a manner fecluded from the 
world, as no ffiips ever come in here, but 
through ftrefs of weather or foul winds. 

There were at this time in the harbour, thir¬ 
teen ffiips, Dutch and Engliffi, but they are 
fometimes a year or two, without foeing a ffiip; 
in. fummer they frequently vifit, and are vifit- 
ed by their neighbours in Bornholm, feveral 
of whom were now here; and dancing and 
card-playing, the only diverfions the place af¬ 
forded, went forward : fometimes in a fine 
day they went in boats to the rocks, (which 
are in great numbers about the ifland), to ga¬ 
ther feathers or down from the nefts of the 
wild ducks, of which the governor makes about 
four hundred dollars a year. 

As the Danes at this time were apprehenfive 
the Ruffians intended an attempt on Holftein, 
in favour of its duke, the governor would not 
fuffer me to go near either of the forts, feeing 
from my pafs that I was only on furlough; but 
when I had fatisfied him that I did not intend 

to 
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Hook x. to return to the Ruffian fervice, he condu&ed 

. 1?l4 . me to both himfelf, when I readily admitted 
an apology for his prudence from the defence- 
iefs Rate in which I found' them ; he told me 
he had often, in vain, folicited for an engi¬ 
neer to put them in a refpedtable condition, 
Und now afked my opinion on what was ne- 
iceffary to be done for their better defence, and 
faid he had often folieited for an engineer to 
be fent from Copenhagen, in vain: As they 
were much out of repair, I told him it would 
require the attendance of an engineer for fome 
time, to put them in a Rate of defence. The 
governor then propbfed my entering into the 
Daniih fervice, a fluting me I would be very 
acceptable as an engineer, as they were fo ill 
provided, and affured me that he could eafily 
procure me' a company in his own regiment, 
with a pretty girl into the bargain. This I 
found afterwards to have been concerted with 
captain Fifher, a fuperannuated gentleman of 
the regiment, and his fpoufe, who was to re- 
fign his company in my favour if I married his 
daughter, a genteel pretty girl at the age of 
eighteen: as they .knew the fhip was to fail 
with the firft fair wind, they propofed my fuf- 
feting the veffel to depart without me, with aif- 
furancethat I could not be long without ano¬ 
ther opportunity, if their propofal did not 
meet my approbation; but as I did not incline 
to be buried alive in fuch an out-of-the-way 
place, I excufed myfelf in the beft manner I 
could. 

t.. 
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The 21ft of July in the afternoon, all the bookx. 
wind-bound fhips failed out of the harbour 
with a fair wind : our boat being left to carry Depart 
me on board * the governor and the reft of his f° r goh ^ 
company conveyed me to the fort, where tak¬ 
ing leave of them, I went on board, where I 
found good ftore of frelh provifions laid in by 
the governor and Mrs. Either. Having no guns 
op board, I faluted them with fe?ven mufkets., 
which was returned by five guns from the fort. 

In paffing Bornholm, a Danifh. man of war 
fpoke to us, and enquired if we knew or had 
heard of a Ruffian fleet at fea ; from repeated 
enquiries of this kind, it was evident they ex¬ 
pected an invafion of Holftein, as the empe¬ 
ror had demanded the reftitution of that duke¬ 
dom, in very ftrong terms, for its lawful prince. 
'Palling the ifland of Muin the 22d, and an¬ 
choring next day before Copenhagen, we arri¬ 
ved on the 24th, at Elfingohr. Here the maf- 
ter went afhore to clear out at the cuftom-houfe, 
where I accompanied him, and was brought 
before the governor to fhew my pafs, to whom 
I delivered a letter from governor Hirfhnach $ 
the governor detained me to fupper, when he 
afked me a multitude of queftions relating to 
Ruffia : and underftanding by the letter I 
brought him, that I was not to return again 
to that fervice, he urged me much to follow 
that gentleman’s advice, and engage myfelf in 
the king of Denmark’s, which he obferved 
would be eafler obtained, as I had then feveral 
relations of rank in that fervice: to which I 

anfwered, 
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book x. anfwered, that he might fee from my pafs that 
I was not difengaged from the Ruffian fervice ■, 

, and as there was an appearance of a rupture 
between the two nations, fuch a ftep might 
prove of the moft dangerous consequence to. 
me, which he could not refufe to admit, if 
the rupture fhould take place. It is to be ob¬ 
served that the Danifh army is chiefly compofed 
of foreigners, and the Danes and Norwegians, 
are employed in their navy. Here I mpt with 
Mr. Pritzbaur, a captain of harfe, -with whom 
3 had been intimately acquainted in Mecklen- 
burgh ; he informed me two of my relations 
Were then at Copenhagen, viz- general Dewflz 
and colonel Arenfdorf, a flrfl coufin of my 
father’s, and endeavoured much to perfuade 
me to go with him to fee them, as I could daily 
get an opportunity of another veflel: but as 1 
very much longed to fee my friends in Scot¬ 
land, I would not confent. However, Mr. Pritz¬ 
baur infilled on my making his houfe my 
home, the four days I flayed at Elfingohr. 

Driven in- We departed from hence on the 28th, and 
itrand dif. P n t ^ ie 3 ot h were overtaken by a violentflorm, 
wafted. which carried away our main-maft, with fails, 
and rigging, and in this cjiflrefs, with much 
difficulty, we reached Marftrand, a town and 
fort in Sweden ; here again I met feveral ac¬ 
quaintances, officers who had been prifoners 
at Mofcow, who now treated me with much 
civility; feveral Ruffian foldiers, who had 
been made prifoners by the Swedes, and after¬ 
guards entered into their fervice, now earnefl- 
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}y folicited me to intercede with the govapi^r, softs; x. 
to let them return tq their native country; hut 
he faid it was not in his jiower to d.ifchargp 
them, as they had voluntarily enlifted. |t 
was eight days before we were in a condition to 
put to fea again, and we departed on the 7th 
of Auguft ; in two days after we were forced 
by a contrary wind t0 run i nto Hamer found, 
a place pleafantly fituated near a large wood; 
the days we were detained here, we pa (Ted in 
fowling or gathering nuts. Here the matter A quarrel 
and his mate quarrelled, and went each with between 
a broad fword into the wood to fight. A lad a a ™j*® lc 
Called Carnegie, the maker’s nephew, ac- mate, 
quainted me with their defigrj. J followed 
them with my fowling piece, the youth di¬ 
recting me the way they had gone; we came 
up with them when they were going to begin 
the combat, to which I put a flop by pre¬ 
ferring my piece at them* threatening to fire on 
the firft aggreflor ; and coming clofe to them, 

I reafoned them out of their folly, and return¬ 
ed with them on board, to fight it out over a 
bowl of punch, by which means they were 
fully reconciled again. 

On the 1 4th, we weighed with a fair wind The cajv- 
at eaft, and patted by Chriftianfand, and the f ? ln a . r ‘ 
Neus or Naze, and before night had loft fight Scotknd. 
of Norway, and the 17th came in fight of 
land, which the captain took to be at the en¬ 
trance of the Firth of Forth, and ftretching 
to the northward, intending to fetch Montrofe, 
he patted it in very foggy weather, and falling 

in 
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book x. in with a fithing boat, we were informed we 
* 17*4.^ were opposite Aberdeen. Here I left the Ifa- 
bella, and arrived at Aberdeen in the fifhing- 
boat, after a tedious voyage of fifty days. I 
fet out next morning for Fife j and had the 
pleafure to find my mother, brother, and fitter, 
well at Coupar on the 20th, after an abfence 
of twenty years. 

I got poffeflion of a fmall eftate left me by 
a grand uncle, upon which I fettled, and af¬ 
ter marrying I turned farmer, in which occu¬ 
pation I remained fixteen years, till the war 
was proclaimed with Spain, when the govern¬ 
ment wanted engineers. I was on this recom¬ 
mended by his grace the duke of Argyle, to 
his grace the duke of Montagu, matter gene¬ 
ral of the ordnance, who employed me as 
chief engineer, at twenty Shillings per day ; 
fo that I once more launchd out into a new 
world for the fake of my family, which were 
by this time become pretty numerous. 


POOK 
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BOOK XL 


The captain fent engineer to fortify Providence , and goes 
out in the Rofe man of war.—Arrives at the ljland of 
Madeira.—JVaits on the Portugueje governor.-De- 
feription of the ijland.—A hard pfffage to Carolina.— 

Mtffes a fine prize.—A violent form.—The fortifica¬ 
tions at Charleflown.—/frnve at ' Providence.—The 
ruinous condition of fort Najfau —Short hiftoryof the 
Bahama ifiands.—The oppiejjive pratlices of governor 
Fitzwilliam.—Governor Tinker fucceeds him.—Short 
account of that gentleman.—The captain prevails on the 
inhabitants to carry materials for building fort Monta¬ 
gue.—Nature of the fione—and maftich wood. — De¬ 
fer ipnon of fort Montague.—The governor’s letter 
about it.—A quarrel with lieutenant Stewart,—The 
captain confined,—and Jet at liberty. 

T HE firft of July, 1740, I was appointed book xt 
chief engineer to fortify the Bahama 
Hlands, at twenty fhillings per day. I fet out The cap- 
from Scotland the 8th of Auguft, and arrived Engineer 
in London on the 16th; and having received 10 fortify 
nw inftru&ions from the board, I was ordered j r0V1 ' * 
to go out with John Tinker, Efq; who was ap- and goes 
pointed governor of the Bahama iflands, and out in lhe 
the Rofe man of war, commanded by Tho- of war?" 
mas Frankland, efq; was appointed to carry 
us there, We embarked the 6th of Novem¬ 
ber, and failed the next day from Spithead, 
where we lay at anchor till the 9th, and then 

endeavoured 
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book xi. endeavoured to fail through the Needles, but 
' were obliged, by a contrary wind, to return 
again to Cowes, where we lay till the 12th ; 
when we failed through the Needles, having 
feven velfels under our convoy, one of which 
carried ftores and recruits for the Bahama 
iflands; but the wind proving contrary, we 
were forced on the 15th to go into Torbay, 
and as we were going in we obferved a Spanifh 
privateer boarding a merchant-man ; we im¬ 
mediately put aboyt, chafed, and came up 
with her at 3 p. m. having fired five chace-guns 
at her, when Ihe ftruck ; as we were then un-. 
der all our fails, with a brilk gale, they let us 
pafs by them without attempting to come on 
board, and getting under our Hern, they en¬ 
deavoured to get away again; on this the cap- 
, tain ordered tp fire with (mail-arms at her, 
and the fellow that was hoifting the fails be¬ 
ing (hot, they put out their boat and came on 
board. She had only a captain and twenty 
men on board, and two Englilh mailers of 
veffejs, whom they had taken the day before*; 
having fent her lieutenant and twelve of her 
hands, with her prizes for Spain. They feemed 
to have been ill provided with cloaths when 
they fet out, for we faw none they had but 
what they had plundered from the Englilh ; 
they had fixty-four pounds in money, were 
well-armed, with plenty of ammunition and 
provifions; the Englilh mailers told us lhe 
was a prime failer, had fixteen oars, and only 
for the cowardly fpirit of the crew* it would 

not 
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not have been in, our power to come up with book xi. 
her ; for they were fo intimidated, that at eve- 
ry gun we fired, they ftopt their oars to fay 
their Ave Maria. Governor Tinker had a 
narrow efcape here, for one of his piftois go¬ 
ing off by accident, the ball went through his 
cloaths. 

We got into Torbay the next day, where 
we found the Argyle, of fifty guns, captain 
Lingen, bound for Ireland, and the Portma- 
hon, of twenty guns, captain Paulet, for Gib¬ 
raltar 5 the next day we burnt our prize, and 
fent the captain on. board the Argyle; he was 
a Genoefe by birth, had formerly been in our 
Eaft India Company’s fervice, and as he was 
well acquainted with our coafts, we thought 
it. belt to fend him to Ireland; at firft he pre¬ 
tended not to underftand Englifh, but as he 
happened to be known to the matter of the 
Rofe; who had failed with him to India, he 
could no longer pretend ignorance of the lan¬ 
guage; On board the Argyle he endeavour¬ 
ed to bribe the guard to let him efcape, which 
\Vas no fooner difeovered than he was clapped 
in irons ; the reft of the prifoners were fent on 
fhore. 

We left Torbay the :23d of November, and 
next day had a gale of wind and a heavy fea, 
which broke over the fhip, and occafioned a 
great rolling : I had then the lieutenant’s cab- 
bin, where the fkuttlc was forced in, and the 
water came in and wetted all my cloaths and 
bedding, which obliged me to fit up all night: 

next 
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book xr. next day we had a violent ftorm, which made 
us take m our fails, lower our top-mafts, and 
drive before the wind. On the 26th, we en¬ 
tered the bay of Bifcay, and were toffed about 
by foul winds in that heavy fea for feveral 
days, and loft fight of all our convoy ; at the 
fame time a moft violent epidemic diftemper 
raged in our fhip, by which we loft a number 
of the men, fo that at laft we were forced to 
bear away for England again, and arrived at 
Falmouth the 5 th of December . • - 

Here we found the Argyle and Port-Mahon 
windbound, but none of thb fhips that had 
been under our convoy wer6 heard of. Dur¬ 
ing our flay here, we fent our furgeon and le- 
veral of the people afhore fick, and got ano¬ 
ther furgeon and nine fearhen out of a mer¬ 
chant-man ; and our yawl, in going afhore 
for water, was ftaved to pieces, and one of the 
failors dangeroufly hurt, and four of our peo¬ 
ple defeated : we paffed our time agreeably 
enough on fhore at this place, having frequent 
balls and afTemblies till the 17th, that we put 
out to fea again, and had very boifterous’wea¬ 
ther for nineteen days fucceffively, which in- 
creafed the diftemper among the people. 

1741- On the 5th of January we made the ifland 
Arrives at of Madeira ; but as nobody on board had 
of Made! ever been there, except the mafter, he infilled 
ra. it was the ifland of Porto San&o, which lies 
fifty-one eaft from Madeira; and depending on 
his judgment, we flood away to the weftward, 
and failed two days without difcovering land, 

but 
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bat finding our miftake, were t obliged to re- book xi. 
turn, and arrived at Madeira on the 9th, to-, 
wards night. The next day we were carried 
afhore by the Portuguefe in their boats, none 
of our own people durft venture on the great 
furf, which is almoft continually on the ; land¬ 
ing-place here even in calm weather. This 
is a confiderable advantage to the Portuguefe, 
who carry every thing on board and afhore at 
Madeira. The method they take in landing 
is this, they keep themfelves very dexteroufiy 
with their oars on the top of a high, wave, 
which carries them a great way on fhore, where 
a number of men Hand ready to pull the boat 
out of the reach of any fucceeding wave. In 
going on board they put the paffengers and 
goods into the boat on dry land, and the boat¬ 
men feat themfelves, ready with their oars in 
their hands, and A fufiicient number of men 
run with the boat and pufh her upon the top 
qf a wave, and fo go off without the leaf! 
difficulty. I could not but be furprifed to 
fee with how much dexterity this was per¬ 
formed *. 

When we came afhore, I accompanied go- Wait on 
vcrnor Tinker to wait on the governor of the the £ orm ' 
place ; who was faluted by a numerous guard, vcrnor. 50 * 
and afterwards conduded by two gentlemen 
towards the Portuguefe governor, who receiv¬ 
ed us on the top of a high outer flair, and 

. * The fame method is pra£tilcd at Deal, in Kent, when 
rhe furf is heavv on the beach, which often happens. 

carried 
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book xr. carried us into a largfe hall; Mr. Tinker, with 
'“777° his retinue, being feated on one fide of the 
room, and the PortugUefe gentlemen on the 
oppofite, the Madeira governor took his feat 
diredly fating Mr. Tinker, and after exchang¬ 
ing a feW Words in a very ceremonious man¬ 
ner, We Went away, efcorted with the fame 
formalities as we had at entering. We dined 
with Mf. Baker, the Britifh coriful, where the 
Portugueffe governor canie after dinner to re¬ 
turn governor Tinker’s vifit,- which was as 
fhort and as ceremonious as the former ; and 
here ended all the intercoufe between the two 
governors. We went next to fee their church¬ 
es and mOnafteries, conducted by an Irith 
prieft; next day, we dined with Meflieurs Scott, 
merchants, and afterward Walked Up the fouth- 
fide of the hill, Where we faw a number of 
pleafure-houfes, but particularly that belong¬ 
ing to the providore, Where there Were three 
artificial flats below each other in front, with 
Water-works and flower-pots, prettily laid out, 
although fmalt. All the fouth-fide of this 
ifland is an entire mountain, covered with vines* 
Defmpti- intetfperfed with houfes, and orange, lemon, 
on of the and other kind of fruit-trees ; the north-fide 
aianti. tiiC; mountain is not inhabited, but referv- 
ed for pafturage for their Cattle; the inhabi¬ 
tants dwell all along the foufh-fhore, and the 
bay is commanded by two forts, well fupphefl 
With cannon. The laft day of our flop here, 
we dined With Mr. Chambers, and fpent the 
evening with Mr. Gordon, both merchants ; 

from 
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from the latter I bought feveral pipes of wine, book xr. 
at eleven pounds five Ihillings the pipe, which 
I fent in a fnow to South Carolina; they put 
an anker of brandy in every pipe that goes 
abroad, both to ftrengthen and preferve it. 

On the 1 3th of January we went on board, A fttrd 
and failed in the night, when the captain’s 
French cook jumped over board and fwatn on 
fhore; we had now loft nineteen men in all 
lince we left Spithead; the next day we had a 
violent ftorm, and fuch a heavy fea, that the 
Waves broke over the quarter-deck in fuch a 
manner, that the people could not ftand to their 
duty, and every bed and hammock in the Ihip 
were loaked with water, The diftemper bet 
gan to rage more and more among us } the go¬ 
vernor, captain, and moft of the officers were, 
fick in bed. AH this occafioned a lownefs or 
fpirits over the Ihip; the ftorm continued all 
the 15 th, during which we were in a moft 
difagreeable fituation in our wet cloaths. On 
the 16th, the ftorm abated, but the ficknefe 
increafed, very few who were feized efcaping 
with life, fo that the cOrpfe of fome one or 
other was every day committed to the deep. 

The 17th, we palled near Teneriffe, and the 
illand of Palma; and the 18th, we got into 
the trade-wind, when we fteered due weft; 
as by this means the fhip’s crew were relieved 
from their toilfome labour : the fick were all 
brought upon de<ik, the Ihip was thoroughly 
cleanied, by which the ficknels very much 
abated, and the men were encouraged in all 

Gg lbrt* 
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book xi. forts of diverfions, thereby to keep them hi 
perpetual motion. We chafed feveral fail, but 
when we got up with them they proved to be 
either Englifh or Dutch. On the 31ft, we 
were becalmed in lat. 24. 51. north, and faw 
a great number of tropic birds; and this day 
five more of our people, arid a negroe belong¬ 
ing to the captain, died. 

fine" S riz* February the 3d, wehadaftrong gale, with 
nepriz- a t^jQ^ling fea as made the fhip roll away 

her fore-top and top-gallant mails, which 
came down upon deck with all her furniture ; 
after this we had tolerably good weather. On 
the 16th, in the morning, in lat. 30. 46. we 
chafed a fhip arid got up with her at ten 
o’clock ; fhe hoifted Dutch colours and ftruck 
oil our firing; ort coming clofe up to her, the 
captairi Ordered the mafter of her to come on 
board, but they pretended' not to underftand 
him; Our lieutenant, with twelve men in the 
fhaloup, were fent on board to examine her 
papers, who reported, that fhe was a Dutch 
lhip from Curacoa for Amfletdam; loaded 
with dollars and tobacdo, ahd had four French 
gentlemen paffengers : we were unanimoufly, 
how r ever, (except governor Tinker) of opini¬ 
on, that if fhe Were ftti&ly examined fhe 
would prove a lawful pri^e, and the captain 
feemed determined to fedure her *, Mr. Tinker 
endeavoured to diffuade him, by infinuating 
the trouble and expence feveral captains had 
brought themfelves into By carrying Dutch 
ihijbs out of their courfe; captain Frankland 

afked 
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hiked my opinion : 1 told him, that if it was book: xr: 
my cafe, I would not carry, her out of her 
courfe, But would go along with her till I had 
narrowly examined her : and aS I underftood 
both the French and Dutch languages, I offered 
my alfiftance; but the governor fo intimidated 
the captain, who was but young, and this his 
firlt voyage as a commanding officer, that he 
let her pafs without farther enquiry, to the dif- 
fatisfa&ion of the whole Ihip’S company, as we 
had afterwards certain information of her fafe 
arrival at Cadiz, with one hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds flerling on board. 

On the 18th, at fix in'the morning, in lati-£ potent 
tude 31 deg. 13 min. we met with a terrible torm ' 
hurricane, attended with heavy rain, thunder, 
and lightning; it carried away our fore-m ft 
fails and all over board, after that our main¬ 
top-mall, and at eight o’clock our mizen-maft; 
and as the mails had got.Under the fhip, they 
were fattened to her Bottorh by the wet. fails, 
being thereby in great danger of foundering ; 
at the return of every heavy fea the ends of 
our broken malls and yards ftruck her bottom 
with fuch violence, that it was a miracle they 
did not make their way through. All hands 
were fet to work to elear away the rigging, 
which, When performed, a high wave at laft 
feleivedus from that incumbrance; and in this 
pitiful fituation we were toffed up and down 
the remainder of the day, and all the follow¬ 
ing night. The next day the weather being a 
little fettled, we hoitted our main-fail and fet 

G g 2 nji 
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book xi. up jury-mafts; we went under thefe till th 
26th, when we faw a ftiip not far from us, 
ftranded ona fand-bank, and a fmall fchooner 
failing along the coaft \ on our firing a gun to 
bring the fchooner to, the mafler came on 
board, and informed us we were at Cape Ro¬ 
man, to the northward of Charleftown, Ca¬ 
rolina ; he piloted us to Charleftown bar, where 
a pilot from the town came on board. I went 
in the fchooner to Charleftown, where I found 
this city in a deplorable fituation, the one half 
of which had been laid in allies by a dreadful 
fire, and the ruins were ftill fmoaking: a vaft 
quantity of merchandize, to a very confidera- 
ble amount, was quite confumed. Our Ihip 
lying without an opportunity to get over the 
bar, was driven out to fea by a land-breeze, 
which carried away her jury-maft •, two vef- 
fels were fent out to her afljftance, but it was 
the 2d of March before Ihe got over the bar: 
in the time they were driven out to fea, both 
the matter and gunner died. We found here 
the Phoenix, captain Fanfhaw, and the Tar¬ 
tar, the honourable captain George Town- 
fend, both twenty-gun fliips, ftationed at this 
place, and our ftore-fhip, who had puttied 
through the bay of Bifcay, made a good voy¬ 
age to Providence, where flie landed her re¬ 
cruits and ftores, was returned here. The 
fnow alfo arriving from Madeira with our 
wine, I fold the half of mine, by which I had 
the other half free. 


The 
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The gentlemen of the council and affembly, book xr. 
and others of Charleftown, fhewed us a great 
deal of civility during our ftay here, with daily 
entertainments and balls. The 23d we faw 
their militia reviewed, which confifted of fix 
companies of one hundred men each ; the 
officers appeared all in uniforms, and the men 
performed their exercife furprifingly well; the 
review concluded with an elegant entertain¬ 
ment and a ball at night. The next day I 
went with governor Tinker, and the captains 
Townfend and Frankland, by invitation, to 
colonel Vander Duflen’s plantation, where we 
fpent fome days very agreeably ; after our re* 
turn to town, we went to view Johnfon’s fort, f° 0 r ^ s 
which ftarids two miles from the town, and at Char- 
commands the paffage into the harbour. At ,eftown ’ 
our arrival the governor was faluted with ele¬ 
ven eighteen-pounders. This fort is a trian¬ 
gle, badly executed, mounted with twelve fix- 
pounders ; 'below it is the fea battery mounted 
with thirty guns, nine, twelve, and eighteen- 
pounders : on our departure we were faluted 
with eleven nine-pounders. Upon a point of 
land at the fouth end of the town, Rands 
Broughton’s battery, which commands both 
Cooper and Affiley rivers, and is mounted 
with forty-five guns, nine twelve, and eigh¬ 
teen-pounders; and betwixt Grenville and 
Craven baftions, upon the curtain along the 
bay fronting Cooper river, there are one hun¬ 
dred and thirty guns of different fizes, the car¬ 
riages of feveral of which were burnt in the 
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bo 'K xi. late fire. There was but one brafs mortar of 
e even inches, and eight cohorns, all the reft 
having been fent to general Oglethorpe, on 
his expedition againft St. Auguftine. 

governor Tinker finding it would be yet a 
ponfiderable time before the Rofe man of war 
could be fit to go to fea, defired Commodore 
Fanfhaw to fend the Tartar to carry us to 
Providence; which he complied with, and we 
went on board on the ioth of April. We 
ftruck'federal times going over the bar, but 
received no injury from it; we had a pleafant 
paftage till the 19 th, in the evening, when 
fitting after fupper, and ajl very chearful, we 
were alarmed by the call of breakers, by one 
of the people; captain Townfend immediately 
ran up. on deck, and ordered the helm a lee, 
winch was inftantly done; and the fails were 
fh’fted with great regularity and expedition, 
not a voice was heard but the captain’s; and 
when the fhip was about, one might eafily 
have thrown a ftone from the ftern upon the 
rocks of Abbaco : it happened very luckily to 
be fine moon light. Mr. Buckle, the lieute¬ 
nant, who was then in bed preparing himfelf. 
for the night watch, upon comparing his reck¬ 
oning with the pilot’s, apprehended we were 
twenty leagues to the weftward of the ifland 
of Abbaco; but the ftrong currents that run 
here occafioned the miftake. Next day cap- 
tairi Townfend loft a very fine black boy, who 
coming up with a kettle of boiling water, fell 
With it, and fcal'ded ,himfelf in fuch a man¬ 
ner, 
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ner, that he died foon after, to the great re- book xt. 
gret of his matter. 

On the 2 ift of April, juft as we had got Arrive at 
over the bar at Providence, a fudden ftorm of 
loud thunder and lightning, with a prodigious 
heavy rain, burft upon us, with fuch a terri¬ 
ble noife, that we could not hear the falute of 


the cannon of the fort, although we were op- 
pofite to it, which fome people eonfidered as 
very ominous. On our landing we were met 
on the ffiore by great numbers of the inhabi¬ 
tants, convened to pongratulate their new go¬ 
vernor on his fafe arrival on the iftapd, ex¬ 
pediting, as they exprefled themfelves, tp live 
under a milder government than they had ex¬ 
perienced under the arbitrary power qf their 
late governor. 

Captain Laws, who commanded a {loop qf 
war, ftat.ioned at this place, and who had loft 
his rank by accepting the command of the 
{loop, expediting our arrival, and to ffiun his 
being under the coipmand of a junior officer, 
went a few days before our arrival to Jamaica, 
and left his ready-furnifhed. houfe (one of the 
beft in the town) for my ufe, having paid his 
year’s rent (at twenty pounds fterling per an¬ 
num), of which there was nine months to 
come, for which I was certainly much obliged- 
to him ; it had alfo a garden with a large grove 
of orange trees. 

There was an independent company at this 
place, confifting of one hundred and fifty men, 
of which the governor is captaiq j, with three 

lieutenants, 
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foox xi. lieutenants, the bldeft of whom was John 
v ' Howel. Mr. Howel was now prefident of 
the Bahama iflands ; he had formerly been a 
furgeon to the pirates, and upon an ad of 
grace, he purchafed the lieutenancy, and was 
alfo furgeon'to the company, and colonel of 
the militia for the fake of the title. The fe- 
cond lieutenant was William Stuart, who was 
major of the militia; this gentleman aded in- 
a double capacity, having purchafed the fur- 
geoncy from the former; but the governor made 
him part with the furgeoncy to James Irving, 
who came with us from Charleftown. The 
third was William Moone, who came from 
London in the ftorefhip with the recruits ; Mr. 
Moone had no commiffion, but aded under 
the governor’s warrant a confiderable time, in 
expedation of one ; of which he was at laft 
disappointed by the arrival of Patrick Drom- 
gole, a nephew of the former governor’s, with 
a commiffion for third lieutenant, which was 
a very great hardship to Mr. Moone. The 
only people of note here, were chief juftice 
Rowland, James Scott, fecretary and clerk of 
the admiralty ; John Keowin, provoft mar- 
fhal ; Chaloner Jackfon, colledor; and Mr. 
Smith, the parfon, 

Th« rwV Upon viewing fort NafTau, I found it in a 
ZtT very ruinous condition : the barracks, which 
For? Naf- were built of wood, were ready to tumble 
down, and there was no other building within 
the fort; the powder magazine was a houfe 
■which flood at fome distance from it, expofed 
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in fuch a manner that any body might fet fire book xr. 
to it. I fotind no more than fixteen guns, 
mounted on very bad carriages; the reft were 
all fcattered up and down, and fome buried 
within high water mark in the fand, fome of 
which were fpiked up, others rammed full of 
ftones and fand; the carriages trucks and foot 
were difperfed, fo that with much difficulty 
I collected them together: the inhabitants had 
made ufe of great part of thein for ballaft in 
their veftels. Having got them -all colle&ed • 
in one place, I drilled thofe that had been 
nailed up, cleaned the whole from ruft, and 
proved' them by firing. I had now fixty-four 
guns of fix, nine, twelve, and eighteen pound¬ 
ers, fit for fervice, and mounted them on the 
new carriages which came out of the ftore- 
ftnp from England. My greateft difficulty was 
the want of tnafons, of whom there was not 
one in the place, which obliged me to commif- 
fion fome from the northern colonies; but all I 
could get were two bricklayers from Philadel- 

f hia, who knew nothing of mafonry. So that 
had the trouble of teaching them and fome 
of the foldiers, to form, cut, and lay ftones ; 
and as no labourers were to be got without 
finding them in provifions, which were not to 
be procured here, as the inhabitants themfelves 
lived principally on tortoile and fifli, (any kind 
of fleffi meat being a great rarity,) I was obli¬ 
ged to fend to New York for provifions. The 
former governor, as well as the prefent, had 
provided a quantity of lime; fo that my next 

concern 
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kook xt. concern was to provide ftone for a new fort, 
^ 7 ^"* The harbour is formed by Hog ifland, which 
is three miles in length ; and, as the. enemy in 
attempting to deftroy this fettlement, had com¬ 
monly landed at the eaft end of the harbour, 
within three miles of Naflau, I refolved to 
build my new fort at this place, as the moft efr 
fential to prevent fuchinfults in future, where, 
as the entrance is not a gun-fhot broad, the 
harbour would bp fufficiently fecurecL The 
ifland of Providence is twenty-feven miles long, 
and eleven broad, and is fo entirely furrounded 
by innumerable funken rocks, that it is im- 
poffible for any fliips to land, except in the 
harbour ; and if an enemy were to land in 
boats, it would; be impoflible for them to get- 
through the ujidprwoods, without cutting a road 
through them. There are no inhabitants on 
any of the ether iflands, excepting Eluthera 
and Harbour iflands. 

The departure qf the honourable captain 
George Townfend, on his return to Carolina, 
on the 16th of May, left this place very lone¬ 
ly i the ofHcers and feamen being commonly on 
fhore, had greatly enlivened it while they re¬ 
mained.' In the mean time, that I was pror 
viding materials for building the fort, I made 
it my buflnefs to enquire into the firfl fettie- 
ment, and the nature of thofe iflands - y and 
the following particulars are what I collected. 


Short V- The Bahama iflands are fome hundreds in 
tbe kaL- Humber, but the far greateft part are very in- 
mai- confiderab’c ; they arc fituated between the 
fimJs. ‘ ' aad 
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2 2d and 23d deg. north lat. They were origi- book xr. 
nally difcovered by the Spaniards, and St. Sal- 
vadore, now called Cat-ifland, was the firfl: Ian$ 


Columbus fet his foot on in this new world, 


which was in the year 1493, and where are 
ftill to be feen the ruins and foundations of 


their chapels and other buildings; for their 
firfl: fettlements were here, till the natives who 


wore plates pf gold upon their lips, being a Ik¬ 
ed by figns whence it came, pointed towards 
the fouth-weft ; and thefe iflands came to be 
deferted for the mines of Mexico and Peru. 


The cruelty exercifed by the Spaniards over 
thefe poor people, both during their flay a- 
mongft then}, and afterwards from Cuba, ex¬ 
ceeds all imagination, they having trained up 
dogs to hunt thefe unhappy people as their 
proper game ; and this cruel fport they follow¬ 
ed till they had entirely deftroyed all the in¬ 
habitants. 


About the year 1607, thefe iflands were a T 
gain difcovered by captain William Sayle (af¬ 
terwards governor of Carolina), and granted by 
Icing Charles II. to fix pf the proprietors of 
Carolina, viz. the duke of Albemarle, lord 
Craven, fir John Carteret, lord Berkeley, lord 
Afhley, and fir Peter Coleton ; but as people 
are more defirous to obtain grants of land than 
careful to improve them, they have been very 
much negleded ever fince. Several lawlefs 
people at that time had taken pofleflion of Pro¬ 
vidence, which lies in 25 deg. north latitude, 
|q which they were encouraged by its very 

commodious 
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fcooK xicommodious harbour; and being joined by fe- 
veral pirates, they fubfifted by their depreda¬ 
tions on the coafts of Cuba, which they called 
buccaneering ■ befides this they enriched them- 
felves by the frequent wrecks happening up¬ 
on the Bahama banks. Thefe practices natu¬ 
rally exafperated the Spaniards to the resolu¬ 
tion of deftroying thofe' buccaneers, and the 
proprietors in all that time took no notiee of 
their ifiands, but let them live as they pleated, 
till the year 1670, that they appointed Mr. 
ColUngworth to be governor; but after his ar¬ 
rival, in endeavouring to reform them, they 
feiaed and fhipped him off for Jamaica, not 
Being witling to fubjed themfelves to any go¬ 
vernment. 

In 1677, the proprietors appointed Mr. 
Clarke to be their governor, but he fared infi¬ 
nitely worfe than his predeceffor; for the Spa¬ 
niards, jealous of every Englifh colony, landed 
in Providence, where they feized the governor, 
burnt all the houfes, deftroyed the ftock, and 
took all the inhabitants they could catch, the 
reft hiding themfelves in the woods; they car¬ 
ried off Mr, Clarke in chains, and afterwards 
tortured him to death, and then roafted him. 

When Mr. Lilbufn was governor, in 
the year 168.4, the Spaniards again fur- 
prifed the place, deftroyed all their improve¬ 
ments, carried away a number of the inhabi¬ 
tants with the fame barbarity as before, and left 
thofe that cfcaped in a miferable condition, dif- 
perfed in holes and in the woods, without any 
manner of government till 1687. They re- 

affembled 
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affembled and renewed their fettlements, and book xi. 
chofe Mr. Bridges, a prefbyterian minifter, for 
their governor, under whom they lived three 
years. The lords proprietors fent outMr. Jones 
to be their governor in 1690, who opprefled 
and tytannifed over the inhabitants with a ve¬ 
ry high hand, in which he reckoned himfelf 
perfectly fecure by the afliftance of Avery the 
pirate, who commanded a thip of forty-11* 
guns, and one hundred and twenty ftout Tea¬ 
men , jbut in his abfence, the inhabitants put 
the governor in prifon, and chofe Mr. Afhley 
for their prefident, till Mr; Jones could be 
brought to his trial: but upon the return of 
t^e pirates from a cruize he was by them fet 
again at liberty: after which he behaved much 
worfe than before, and imprifoned all thofe he 
fufpe&ed; defiring the pirates to carry them 
off the ifland and make away with them. 

Thefe proceedings coming to the ears of the 
proprietors, they fent Mr. Trot as their gover¬ 
nor to fuperfede Jones, in 1694, who immedi¬ 
ately releafed the imprifoned inhabitants-, he 
alfo allowed Jones to go off the ifland without 
a legal trial, to the no fmall grief and vexati¬ 
on of the inhabitants : he likewife fuffered 
Avery the pirate, who changed his name to 
Bridgeman, to fhelter himfelf and his crew at 
Providence, their fhip, called the Fancy, was 
voluntarily loft, and the effe&s which they had 
pirated from the great mogul, were landed and 
lharcd, with which they fettled upon the ifland, 
till a proclamation againft pirates obliged the‘ 

governor 
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book xi. governor to fummon them before fuch a court 
of juftice as he had in Providence : but, for 
want of power, and the pirates being now 
joined with the inhabitants, he durft not try 
them, for fear of being himfelf murdered, for 
he had often mutinies during his govern¬ 
ment. The inhabitants, after this joined, and 
built a fmall fort, and planted it with twenty- 
two cannon, to protect themfelves againft the 
frequent invafions of the Spaniards, and alfo 
built a town of one hundred and fixty houfes, 
which they called NafTau. 

In 1697, Mr. Jones was Succeeded by Mr. 
Webb, as governor, who continued in it two’ 
years, and in that fhort time found means to’ 
render himfelf fo obnoxious to the people, that 
he found himfelf obliged to fhip off his effe&S 
aiid go to Penfylvania; from whence, without 
the knowledge of the proprietors, he deputed 
one Elding, a mulatto, to fucceed him, in 1699; 
by virtue of which deputation, he had the af- 
furance toadfas governor, notwithftanding he 
was a perfori of a moft infamous character: 
but by keeping up a cOrrefpondence with a new 
fet of pirates, who frequented the Bahamas, 
he, by their afliftance, maintained himfelf ini 
this government two years, till 

1701, the lords proprietors appointed Mr. 
Hafket, governor; who, on his arrival, profe- 
cuted and confined Elding, with feveral others 1 , 
under pretence of enforcing the laws againft 
pirates and their abettors. In this the inhabi¬ 
tants thought Mr. Halket a died with too great 

feverity, 
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ieverity, and too much regard to his own in- sook xl 
tereft, and not having ftrength to fupport his 
authority, they, in open rebellion^ in about 
five weeks after his arrival on the Ifland, feiz- 
cd and confined him in irons a clofe prifoner 
fix weeks ; but being prevailed upon to fpare 
his 1 life, they put him on board a ketch in the 
harbour, with drift orders to the commander 
to cdr'ry Mr. Halket to England, from whence 
he came ; and chofe one Lichtwood, who was 
one of their accomplices, for their prefident 
and deputy-governor in his room. Lichtwood 
continued in his Office about two years, till the 
French and Spaniards, in 1703, when they 
were at open war with England, furprifed the 
ifland fo completely, that they found the inha¬ 
bitants feafting with their prefident, and their 
neglefted fort without any garrifon. The ene¬ 
my deftroyed the fort, fpiked the guns, burnt 
the town and church, plundered the inhabi¬ 
tants, fome of whom, and fome negroes, hid 
themfelves in the woods, and carried their de¬ 
puty-governor, with many others, pfifoners 
to the Havannah'. Shortly after this, thofe 
fornlidable enemies feturned again, and car¬ 
ried away all the inhabitants and negroes they 
could find, the few who efcaped fled to Caro¬ 
lina and Virginia, leaving the ifland ehtirely 
defolate. 

It was afterwards for fome years the refort 
of pirates only, who made it their general 
rendezvous: they dug holes in the ground in 
(the woods, and hid their ill-gotten treafures 
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book xt. there, wh^re they remained, as many of them 
were killed or died at fea} and fome part of 
their depofits are now and then occasionally 
difcovered to this day. 

Soon after this defolation, the proprietors 
appointed Mr. Birch to fucceed Mr. Hafket, 
as governor; but on Mr. Birch’s arrival at 
Providence, and finding the ifiand quite de¬ 
serted of inhabitants he'returned. From this 
time the lords proprietors have not concerned 
themfelves in thofe iflands, but gave up their 
right in them to the crown, having met with 
nothing but expence and trouble while under 
their direction. 

The king was folicited by the merchants of 
London and Briftol to fortify thofe iflands, as 
a fecurity to their trade; and, in compliance 
with their requeft, his majefty (George I.) ap¬ 
pointed Mi 1 . Wood Rogers, their governor, and 
fent him out with an independent company of 
one hundred men, with a large quantity of all 
kind of ftores to fortify the place. On Mr. 
Rogers’s arrival, in 1717, the pirates volun¬ 
tarily furrendered themfelves to him, and ac¬ 
cepted the benefit of an ad of indemnity 
which had been patted, and have ever fince been 
the principal inhabitants of the ifland. Un¬ 
der the moderate governments of Mr. Rogers, 
and his fucceffor, Mr. Finney, the people 
found themfelves happy, and many families 
came and fettled here, befides many Palatines, 
who, by their induftry and improvements up¬ 
on 
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Upon their plantations, furnifhed the markets book xt. 
with all forts of provifions. ' 7^7* 

, After Mr. Finney’s death; Richard Fitz 
William, efq. was appointed governor, in 
I733, who brought an addition of fifty men paftices 
to the independent company, with a large of s°. v t ® r " 
quantity of all forts of ftores, and an engineer William. 
(Mr. Thomas More), to fortify the place ; but 
his fudden death prevented him from making 
any great progrefs in the work. The governor 
exerted fo arbitrary and tyrannical a power, 
that the beft of the inhabitants, and all the 
Palatines, withdrew from the ifland, forfaking 
their fine improvements, td fhelter themfelves 
in other parts, where they were fure to meet 
with better ufage. The governor’s agents for 
putting thofe oppfeflive fchemes in execution 
were, lieutendnt Stuart, one of the council; 

James Scott, judge of the admiralty ; arid orie 
Archibald, his fervant, who ufed to knock 
down any one who dared to refufe to enter in¬ 
to the governor’s meafures: on which three of 
the moft confiderable inhabitants found means 
to get to London, where they entered a com¬ 
plaint againft the governor before the king 
and council. They were Mr. Colburgh, col¬ 
lector Jackfon, and Mr. White ; their petiti¬ 
on, too long to be here inierted, contained 
many charges of a very extraordinary nature 
againft the governor. 

In confequence of which, Mr. Fjtz Willi- Governor 
am was fome time after ordered to returri, to Tinker 
make his defence; and, after a tedious arid hi^ eeds 
H h expenfivo 



4<*6 MEMO! R S O F 

toot xi. expenfive trial, he loft his government, and 
was fucceeded by John Tinker, efq. who, up¬ 
on his fetting Out, was determined to majte 
the people eafy and happy under his govern¬ 
ment; and to turn out ail Mr. Fitz William’s 
favourites, efpedally thofe who had advifed 
and affjfted him in his oppreffions; of which 
he made a beginning at Charleftown with his 
fecond lieutenant, William Stuart, who was 
there at our arrival, whom he obliged to dif- 
pofe of his furgeoncy to James Irving, lately 
arrived from Guinea in a fhip with ftaves; and 
when Mr. Tinker arrived at Providence, he 
turned out the two lieutenants, Howel and 
Stuart, the one from being lieutenant-colonel, 
the other major, in the militia, and appointed 
two of the chief inhabitants in their room. 
James Scott was difplaced from being chief 
judge, and Mr. Rowland was re-inftated; 
with many other changes, to the great joy and 
fatisfadtion of all the inhabitants, who now 
expected to enjoy their own in fafety. 

John Tinker, efq. had formerly been factor 
to the South-Sea-Company at Panama, and 
afterwards appointed, by the African Compa¬ 
ny, governor of Cape Coaft, in Guinea. 

The Council at Providence, at this time, 
conflfted only of thtee; the lieutenants Howel 
and Stuart, and John Snow, the governor’s 
fecretary : the ufual number is fix. To fup- 
ply this deficiency, the governor propofed to 
- captain Frankland and me to be of his council, 
which we both declined $ but we both accept¬ 
ed 
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ed to be chofen members of the affembly, book xr. 
which confided of twenty in number, and of 
which James Scott was the fpeaker; fo that 
collc&or Boothby, and Mr. Thomfon, one of 
the inhabitants, were appointed to be of the 
council. 

In the mean time I was employing myfelf Thecap- 
in providing materials for ereding fort Mon- P re * 
tague, on the eaft point of the harbour, three t Te inha- 
miles from NafTau. As the lime which the Grants to 
two governors had provided was at tod great 
a diitance, I made lime upon the fpot. .1 tor buiid- 
found great inconvenience in providing done, 
which was to be carried from the woods on the gue" 
heads of the negroes; and as they could not 
Carry a done of any fize, it would have prov¬ 
ed an endlefs work, there being no fuch thing 
as a wheel carriage in the idand. Mr. BuU 
lock, one of the inhabitants, arrived here oil 
the 8th of June, from the Havannah, where 
he had been feme time a prifoner, who affur- 
ed us that the Spaniards were fitting out two 
men of war, of 80 gtms each, and three large 
gallies, full of men, to make a defeenton Pro¬ 
vidence. Upon this I took the opportunity to 
lay the defencelefs date of the idand before 
the affembly; affuring them, that if they 
Would ftipply me with materials, I would, in 
a fhort time, put the ead fide of the harbour 
in a podure of defence, as that was the place 
where we had the mod to feat; having always 
been the enemy’s landing place : to this requed 
they unaaimoudy agreed, .and ordered all their 
H h 2 veffels 
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BooKxi.veffels and boats to bring me a fufficient quan- 
'tity of ftones of proper fizes for erecting the 
fort, and alfo a number of maftich trees, for 
pallifades. This very foon enabled me to em¬ 
ploy all my own hands upon the building, 
which I carried on with the utmoft difpatch 
and diligence. 

Upon the ioth of June the governor laid 
the foundation ftone, in the pretence of the 
principal inhabitants, and named the fort 
Montague, and the fea battery Bladen’s Batte- 
Nature of ry. All the {tone on this and the adjacent 
the ftone. jfl an( j 3 j s 0 f f 0 foft a nature, when raifed from 
the quarries, that we could cut and fhape them 
into any form with very little labour; and af¬ 
ter they have been fome time expofed in the 
open air, they turn hard as flint, with this 
excellent property, that in firing into the 
walls, the ball lodges as in a mud wall, with¬ 
out making the leaft breach ; this I proved by 
feveral fhot from an eighteen-pou nder j I 
found no fmall difficulty in getting frefh wa¬ 
ter for the mortar; I was at firfl fupplied by 
a fmall pool of rain water, but when that was 
dried up, I had reeourfe to digging a well 
through this foft rock; and getting as low as 
the level of the fea, we found water very frefli, 
by the fea water having filtered through the 
ftone, arid left its faline particles behind. We 
found afterwards that the farther we dug from 
the fea, the water proved to be fo much the 
freffier. The matters of veffels provided them- 
felves with filtering ftones, which contained 

feveral 
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Several gallons, to re&ify their Ipoiled water book xi. 
on board. The maftich wood, which the in- ' X * 
habitants delivered for palifades, was as hard 
and heavy as iron; I was obliged to form ^ maf ' 
them while the wood was green, for when wood, 
they are fully dry, there is no poffibility of 
working them. The inhabitants affirmed to 
me that they would laft above a century : 
they are fo hard that a mulket-ball makes no 
impreffion on them; they allured me they 
were proof againft fwivel Ihot, but this I did 
not think proper to try. 

Fort Montague and Bladen’s Battery were , , r . 
Jiniihed the latter end of July, 1742, andtionof 
mounted eight 18, three 9, and fix 6 pounders. 

Within the fort, is a terraffed ciftern, con- gue " ^ 
taining thirty tons of rain water, and fo con¬ 
trived as to receive all that falls within the 
fort, with a drain to carry off the fuper- 
fluous water; there are qarracks for offi¬ 
cers and fcldiers, a guard room, and a 
powder magazine, bomb proof, to contain 
ninety-five barrels of powder; tw r o of its 
fides are clofe upon the fea, and the two land 
fides are well fecured by maftich pallifades. 

When the fort was finiflied, I invited the 
governor and principal inhabitants to it, and 
then delivered his excellency the keys there¬ 
of, under a difeharge of all the cannon. 

The governor and the inhabitants were now 
extremely well pleafed to confider themfelves 
in a condition to repel the invafion of an e- 
nemy, as the back door through which the 
place had often been furprifed, was now Ihut 

upj 
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book xi. up ; and in this good humour the governor 
wrote the following letter to the duke of 
Montague. 


Npw Providence, Aug. 28, 1742. 
« My Lord, 


The go¬ 
vernor’s 
]etter su¬ 
bmit it. 


“ I fhould have prefented my duty to your 
“ grace much fooner, but waited till captain 
“ Bruce had finilhed the fort, which I have 
“ taken the liberty of calling by your grace’s 
“ illuftrious name, as a mark of refped and 
u veneration due to your grace’s perfon and 
% merit. It is fituated fo as to guard the 
“ eaftern part of this illand very fecureiy, and 
tl is as ftrong as any thing of its iize can be : 
“ and I mutt do the gentleman who has the 
“ diredion of thofe works, the juftice to 
“ fay, I believe the public money was never 
more frugally or more juftly adminiftered 5 
“ u^hich is a proof of your grace’s excellent 
“ judgment in the choice of men. He is 
u now engaged about the other works, at 
4i fort Naffau ; and as he propofes to lav be- 
fore your grace, and the board of ordnance, 
“ the abfolute neceflity there will be of ered- 
“ ing a ftrong redoubt, in order to complete 
“ the ■ well fortifying of this illand, a farther 
“ fum of money will be wanting than the 
“ fixteen hundred pounds already allowed; 
M which wii! be foon laid out in railing the 
old fort from the ruinous condition it lies 
‘r in now. J think, by the iieareft eftimate 

“ we 
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“ we can make, there Will be ftill wanting book xt. 
two thoufand five hundred pounds*, which, 
when your grace is pleafed to compare with 
the mighty fum that Mr. Moore’s plan 
“ would have taken to put in execution, I 
“ hope this will be thought a trifle; efpecially 
‘ c when the ill cohfequence of -fuch a place 
“ falling into an enemy’s hands, is taken in- 
“ to confideration. We may fet them at defi- 
“ ance if thefe works are all completed in the 
“ manner propofed 5 becaufe I am perfuaded 
this will then be the ftrongeft pOfleffion in 
“ Britith America : always fuppofing a proper 
garrifon will be eftablilhed, which cannot 
“ be lefs than three hundred men. Fort Mon- 
« tague requires an officer and fifty men for 
“ its ordinary guard ; your grace will fee the 
« impoffibility of doing the common duty 
“ with only one independent company, our 
“ whole force at prefent. 

“ I have prefentcd a memorial to the board, 

“ praying for a fupply of powder and fmall 
“ arms, which, I hope, will not be thought 
“ unreafonable, when it (hall appear fifty 
« barrels were fent to general Oglethorpe be- 
“ fore he went to St. Auguftine, and two mor- 
“ tars, which have never been returned, and 
“ now I believe he has ufe enough for them. 

** I have alfo intelligence, that if the Spa-. 

“ niards fucceed at Georgia, they will fall up- 
on us next. I humbly aik pardon for this 
“ freedom, and only beg your grace will be 

“ pleafed 
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pleafed to take the Bahama Iflands and thei* 

“ governor under your protection. 

“ (Signed) JOHN TINKER. 

At the delivery of the before mentioned 
materials by the inhabitants, it was hinted to 
me, by way of friendly advice, to Rate the 
fame to the governor’s account, as that could 
not be looked QU as a breach of trull; but as 
| was determined not to enter into any un¬ 
lawful fchemes, I rejected the propofal. A 
club had been inllituted to meet pnce a week 
at a tavern, and at our third meeting, which 
happened foon after this friendly propofal, a 
difpute arofe between me and lieutenant 
Stuart; and when his excellency faw the dif¬ 
pute beginning to grow warm, he abfented 
himfelf; on which, averfe to any farther al¬ 
tercation, I went home. Next morning, at 
day break, looking out at my window, I faw 
Stewart riding pall, armed with fword and 
pillols ; I alked him where he had been fo 
early in the morning, accoutred in that man¬ 
ner ; he replied I had certainly forgot that I 
had given him a challenge thp night before ; I 
told him I could remember no fuch' thing; but 
lince that was the cafe, as he faid, I would 
immediately put on my cloaths, and attend 
him wherever he pleafed; obferving to him my 
furprife how he came to pafs andrepafs under 
my windows, knowing I was afleep in bed, 
yrithout either calling or feuding to acquaint 

m 
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me with his defign : lie then replied, fince I book xi, 
did not remember my giving the challenge, he 
had nothing to fay, as he did not intend to 
have any quarrel with me; that it was great 
folly for people to involve themfelves in need- 
lefs dangers ; and wilhing me a good morning, 
he went home. 

About three hours after, as I was walking Thecap- 
along the bay, in my morning drefs, with j. a! ^ con * 
half of a ftick in my hand, fplit down the ne ' 
middle, and had got oppofite the governors 
windows, Stuart came up with me, and knock¬ 
ed me down j upon recovering myfelf, I hit 
him with the edge of my half ftick fuch a 
blow, that it laid his cheek open from his ear 
£o his mouth on which judge Rowland, and 
feveral of the inhabitants, who had been wit- 
nefles to Stewart’s treacherous infult, came 
and parted us ; and, upon my fervant’s bring¬ 
ing me my fword and piftols, we were both 
fecured by the guard, and had fentries placed 
at our doors : there I lemained a prifoner for 
a fortnight, without the governor’s enquiring 
into the merits of the cafe, or offering to give 
me the leaft fatisfadion for the infult I had 
met with in his view ; but he was every day 
with Stuart, who feemed to me to be only de¬ 
tained a prifoner by way of a blind. 

As the workmen could do nothing without And fet at 
I fhewed them daily how to proceed, it in ] i berl y- 
epurfe put a ftop to the works, which occafion- 
ed a very kmd clamour among the inhabitants, 

who 
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book xt. who had contributed fb much towards getting 
"7^ thefe works expeditioufly carried on; on which 
the governor font for me, and propofed an ac¬ 
commodation between Stuart and me; who, 
he faid, had offered to acknowledge his fauit, 
and afk my pardon in public, and in as ample 
a manner as I fhould think fit: but I told the 
governor, that as £ had been in a manner af- 
iafiinated in his own fight, I could not but 
have expedbed to have been redrefled by him; 
inftead of which I had been punifhed by two 
weeks confinement ■, and as I was fatisfied there 
was no fafety for my perfon, I fhould be oblig¬ 
ed either to leave the ifland, or put a flop to 
the works till farther orders from England. 
Upon this the governor propofed, that fince 
he had certain intelligence of the determina¬ 
tion of the Spaniards to invade this ifland, I 
fhould proceed to put the place in a pollute 
of defence; and he Would engage his word 
and honour, finoe nothing elfe would fatisfy 
me, that as foon as fort Nafiau was finifhed, 
he would order Stuart to any place, out of the 
ifland, I pleafedfor my fatisfadtion, upon con¬ 
dition I fhould make no attempt againfl him 
till then •, to which conditions I agreed, and 
proceeded with the works again with the ut« 
moft diligence ; but never without my fword 
and piltols, thereby to prevent my being at¬ 
tacked again in fuch a villainous manner. 


BOOK 
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P O O K XII. 


The treatment of two privateers and their owners.— 

Letter from lieutenant Moone. —Letter from a friend. 

—Letter from lieutenant Dromgole.-—Divifon of the 
quick fiver.- -The captain applies again to the affem- 
bly to bring the materials.--The affemlly withdraw 
the governor's fqlqry.---Letter from lieutenant Moone. 

- -Another from Charleflown.—Letter from governor 
Glen.—Produce of the Bahama ifunds, and the adja¬ 
cent fea.—Obfer vat tons on St. Salvador and the Bi¬ 
mini tfunds.—The inhabitants of Providence.- -De¬ 
fer ipt ton of Fort Nnfau.-— Cofl of both forts.-—The 
captain leaves providence.—Arrives at Charlefiown. 

—His report of the ftrength of Charleflown.—A vifit 
from a Cherokee king.—Captain Prankland '. rich 
prize .— A fort defer iption of Carolina.—The captain 
fails for England.—Arrives at London. 

I N the month of September a rich Spanifh reoKm 
regifter lhip and fettee were brought in by 
John Sibbald, of the George fehooner, and 
William Dowall, of the Jofeph and Mary ^en'Tof 
Hoop, both privateers from Phiadelphia; the two pri-j 
captains of the privateers were recommended ™^ s eir 
to Mr. Tinker’s protection by governor Tho- owners, 
mas, of Philadelphia, and feveral confiderable 
merchants of that place, their owners. A few 
days after the prizes were brought in, a flag 
tof truce arrived from the Havannah, fent by 
tjie go\ernor and royal company there, to re¬ 
deem 
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book. x!i. deem the regifter fhip, whofe cargo amounted 
tc > one hundred and fifty thoufand pieces of 
eight, prime coft at Cadiz, befides fome valur 
able private trade, not belonging to the royal 
company, computed at thirty thoufand pieces 
of eight ; the fettee was loaded with quick- 
filver, wine, and other goods. As governor 
Tinker was empowered by the owners to bar¬ 
gain for the prizes for their account, he agreed 
with don Pedro de Leftrado, who came from’ 
the Havannah for that purpofo, to deliver him 
the regifter fhip $nd her cargo for ninety thau- 
fand pieces of eight; and the private trade and 
the fettee were referved for the owners of the 
privateers, don Pedro having only orders to re¬ 
deem the royal company’s effects. So the 
Spaniards gained fixty thoufand pieces of eight 
by the pargo, befides the value of the ffiip, 
which was a fine new one, built in the river 
Thames, and taken by the Spaniards in her 
firft voyage. As the money for the purchafe 
was to be procured at the Havannah, don 
jPedro returned in the flag of truce for that 
purpofe, accompanied by John Snow, the 
governor’s fecretary, and feveral Spanifh pri¬ 
soners, captured by captain Frankland. 

In the mean time, the privateers men were 
encouraged on fhore with rioting and drink¬ 
ing, thereby to run them in debt; and as 
none of them would go on board to do the 
work, the captains and officers of the priva¬ 
teers were obliged to do all the neceflary duty 
on board the veffels, themfelves. The cap¬ 
tains 
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tains applied to the governor to order the book xif. 
people on board to their duty, but all in vain L 
inftcad of that, they were encouraged to in¬ 
tuit and affront them on all occafions. At 
length don Pedro Feron arrived from the Ha-> 
vannah, with thirty chefts of pieces of eight, 
each cheft coritaining three thoufand; which 
he delivered in full payment for the ihip and 
cargo, and got poffeffion of her, after all the 
private trade was taken out. With don Pe- 
ron came another don, with plenty of money, 
to purchafe the private trade, and the priva¬ 
teers were to efeort the regifter lhip to the 
Havannah ; but the captains could perfuado 
very few of the men to go on board, which 
obliged them to hire feamen at very extrava¬ 
gant wages, their people on thore being en¬ 
couraged to fpend liberally, that they might 
take none of their prize money away with 
them, and they departed for the Havannah on 
the 8th of February, 1743. 

On the return of the privateers, the cap¬ 
tains were determined not to enter this har¬ 
bour again, and came to an anchor at a place 
called Salt Keys ; they camfe both ort fhore td 
demand their money, which was in the gover¬ 
nor’s cuftody, and likewife the fettee, and 
private trade ; but his excellency told them 
he would oblige them to thare here, as 'their 
people owed cordiderable fums to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Providence; which debts the captains 
offered to pay, and faid when that ihould be 
done, they hoped to have liberty to depart for 

their 
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rooK xtr. their proper port. Byt a, party of drunfcert 
fellows, iriftigated- by fome interefted perfonsi 
took a pilot and his boat, and went on board 
the two veffels,. and brought them into the 
harbour, upon a pretence that the captains 
had a defign to deprive them of their prize 
money, which they ought now to prevent, af- 
Turing them, at the fame time, they would 
come to no harm thereby, as they were to be 
fupported by the leading men of the ifland. 
Qn this they w r ent on board, confined their 
officers, brought in the veffels, and threaten¬ 
ed to cut the officers in pieces if they did not 
fhare the prizes immediately. 

On this the captains went to the governor* 
knd reprefented their cafe to him, and begged 
his protection againft fueh a dangerous muti¬ 
ny of the people; and that he would order 
them on board to their duty, not doubting but 
ds, foon as they got fober, they would behave 
as they ought. The governo'c then told them 
he had been petitioned by Mr. Ellis, to whom 
they were in debt, and the whole body of the 
inhabitants, to have every thing fhared here, 
which, in juftice to them, he could not re¬ 
fute. Upon this the captains (hewed the ar¬ 
ticles figned by all the men, of both veffels, 
obliging themfelves to fhare no where but at 
Philadelphia; and affined him that moft of 
them had families there, who v had been fup- 
plied by the owners upon the faith of thefe 
prizes ; and that many of them were inden¬ 
tured fervants, whofe half fliares belonged to 

their 
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their mailers, fo that it was impoffible for book. 
them to confent to their diftribution here, , 
not knowing what debts they owed at home; 
but they were willing and ready to pay what 
debts the people owed in this place, although 
they underilood they were very confiderable. 

- The governor told them, fince they would 
not give their confent to the iharing, he would 
order it to be dope; on this the people were 
advifed to eonilitute James Irving their agent, 
with an allowance of 5 per eent. and, when 
that was fettled, his excellency fent twenty 
eheils of dollars, being iixty thoufand pieces 
of eight, to Mr. Irving’s houfe, to be divided 
amongft the people ; which the agent did in 
fuch an arbitrary manner, that the officers, if 
they offered to make the leaf! remonflrance, 
were treated with the utmoft indignity; of 
which they frequently complained to the gover¬ 
nor, who as* often replied, “ that he would 
not concern himfelf with their private Quar¬ 
rels his ufual reply to all complaints on fi~ 
ffiilar occafions. 

Mi’. John Snow, the fecretary, now return- 
fed from the Havannah with feveral Engliffi 
prifoners in exchange for the Spaniards he car¬ 
ried there, and twelve more, Whofe difehargd 
don PcdrO Feroil complimented me with, iri 
return for fome little civilities I fhewed him 
while he refided here; of the twelve, ten 
were mailers of fhips, and one a furgeon. 

Mr. Snow brought with him four chells of 
dollars (or twelve thoufand pieces of eighth 
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■rook xit. as it was reported, for the governor, arid 3 
purfe with one thoufand quadruple piftoles, a 
gold-hilted fword, a gold-headed cane, gold 
buckles arid buttons, befides many other va¬ 
luable prefeftts; and as the chefts with the 
money could not be brought privately on 
fhore, it was given out that the governor had 
fent rials in exchange for the dollars; but 
every body faw through this thin pretext, for 
it was very well known there were not fo ma¬ 
ny rials on the whole ifland; befides, there 
was at this time above one hundred thoufand 
dollars in the place, as the Spaniards had 
brought plenty with them to purchafe the pri¬ 
vate trade and naval ftores. 

When the officers df the privateers, whn 
had ventured their lives for this prize, found 
they could obtain no juft ice, they petitioned 
his excellency, that now, fince the money 
was (hared, he Would be pleafed to let them 
depart with the fettee and her cargd, with the 
private trade, which he prortiifed to’ do upon 
his word and honour; but they were detained 
from time to time, under Various pretences, 
till the people had fpent all their (hares, which 
were four hundred and fifty dollars a man; 
and which they did in a very (hort time, by 
gaming and throwing it away as faft as they 
got it. They w T ere again encouraged by their 
agents to petition the governor, that the quicks 
filver, and other goods on board the fettee, 
and the private trade, might be (hared alfo; 
which was accordingly ordered to be done. A 
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The captains finding there was no end ofBoonxii. 
thefe fingular proceedings, got the ten chefts 
of money referved for the owners, as their 
one third {hare of what was divided before, 
hired the Englifh failors, which came from 
the Havannah, to man their veflels, and 
failed from hence, leaving all the reft of the 
property behind. Captain Dowall fpringing 
his mainrmaft, was obliged to return here to 
get it repaired, and thought it prudent to 
take whatever fhare they pleafed to give him, 
rather than run the rifque of lofing all. The 
poor failors, when their money was all gone, 
curfed and damned this government; but 
they foon found to their coft, now all their 
money was fpent, that inftead of being court¬ 
ed as formerly, they were thrown into jail, 
and very exorbitant fees exacted from them. 

Some were relieved by the humanity of their 
fhipmates, who had a little money left; and 
two of them, who were bricklayers, I re¬ 
deemed, by paying their debts, and employed 
them on the works, where they continued 
till they were finifhed. Some of the foldiers 
having got money on this occafion, it was 
hinted to them, that whoever could pay one 
hundred dollars, might have his difcharge ; on 
which feveral purchafed it at that price. 

Dr. Irving now began to build a fine new 
houfe, and, thinking every thing he did was 
lawful, went to the fort, and ordered feveral of 
the labourers to go to his.houfe to dig a cellar. 

The overfeer would not allow any of the peo- 
I i pie 



482 MEMOIRS OF 

isooKxii. pie to leave the works, without an order from 
the engineer; Irving took the tools out of the 
men’s hands, and ordered them to be carried 
to his houfe. The overfeer, in endeavouring 
to prevent it, was miferably beaten, and had 
his head cut in feveral places • he came to me 
all covered over with blood, to complain of 
the hard ufage he had met with ; I fent him, 
in that pickle, to judge Rowland, to enter his 
complaint againft the aggreffor; but he was 
no fooner before the judge, than Irving follow¬ 
ed, who beat the overfeer again, before the 
judge’s face. As foon as I heard how the poor 
man had been abufed, in a place where he 
ought to have found protection and relief, I 
went direCtly to the governor to feek redrefs, 
but was anfwered with his ufual cant,“ that 
“ he would not concern himfelf with private 
“ quarrelshowever he fent for Irving, who 
was no fooner in his prefence than he threat¬ 
ened death and deftruCtion to any one that 
durft prefume to enter a complaint againft him; 
which fo nettled the governor, that he fent 
him prifoner to the fort; telling him, at the 
fame time, that it was not for the complaint 
laid againft him, but for the want of that ref- 
peCt due to his perfon ; upon which explanati¬ 
on I left him; but, upon an application from 
Scott and Stuart* Irving was fet at liberty. 

In the evening, as I was fitting in company 
with the parfon, the collector, lieutenant 
Dromgole, and feveral others, my fervant 
came and told me, before the company, that 

Dr. 
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Dr. Irving, and one Cuthbert, were fwearing book xir. 
death and revenge againft me and my overfeer; ^ 
and that they were waiting for me with loaded 
piftols before their door, which was next to 
mine, and by which I muft neceffarily pafs in 
my way home. This alarmed the company t 
fome advifed me to fend for the guard * others, 
that I fhould flay where I Was all night: but, 
finding me determined to go home, they offer¬ 
ed to efcort me, for which I thanked them 
kindly, and told them, that as I well knew 
all bullies to be cowards, I would make my 
way, attended by my overfeer alone * but, as 
it was clear moon light, and they could fee as 
far as I went, they might ftand at the door till 
I palTed thofe bravos, that they might bear 
Witnefs of what might happen. We proceed¬ 
ed with cocked piftols in our hands, and com¬ 
ing to Irving’s door, he thought proper to fculk 
behind it; I flood fome time there, and find¬ 
ing all quiet, I went very peaceably home to 
bed. This being told the next day, with all 
jts circumftances, to the governor, he only re¬ 
plied in his ufual ftyle, that “ he had nothing 
“ to do with private quarrels for if one was 
killed, he would hang the other. 

About this time, a feene of confufion and 
diffenfion began to take place in the ifland * 
and the fudden death of Mr. Hodges, the 
‘chaplain of the garrifon, gave rife to a varie¬ 
ty of fpeculations. 

I i 2 Two 
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book xn. Two days after which, I received a letter 
'“' 7 ^'“' from lieutenant Moone, of which the follow¬ 
ing is an extract. 

** Fort Montague, July 7, 1743. 

“ Sir, 

“ In a conference I had with governor 
“ Tinker, the 3d inftant, wherein part of 
“ the difcourfe rolled upon fome quarrels and 
“ divifions which happened lately amongft 
“ fome gentlemen in Naftau, the governor 
“ intimated, that they were to be thrown in- 
“ to the public fcale, as if he was to be an- 
“ fwerable for them ; which he feemed much 
“ exafperated at, and occafioned the follow- 
“ ing declaration: that he would not, for the 
“ future, interpofe in any of their quarrels, 
“ for if one was killed, the other fhould be 
“ hanged; and then he would be quit of two 
“ troublefome perfons. I give you this hint 
“ by way of caution, which feems to be le- 
“ veiled at one of us. The fudden and un- 
“ expeded death of our minifter, Mr. Hod- 
“ ges, on the 5th inftant, though his cafe was 
“ not dangerous, is matter of great fpeculati- 
“ on amongft the inhabitants of this ifland. 
“ That the great God may blefs, proted, and 
“ keep all honeft men out of the hands of 
“ their enemies, is the fincere with of 

(Signed) W. MOONE.” 

The 
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The little cordiality that had for fome time bookxii. 
fubfifted between the governor and me, and the 
ticklifh fituation in which I found myfelf, be- 743 
gan to make me entertain very ferious thoughts 
of quitting the ifland; and the invitations 
which I had repeatedly received from feveral 
of the colonies on the continent, made it ne-r 
ceffary for me to give aii intimation of my de- 
fign to his excellency; at the fame time taking 
occafion to acquaint him, that I was far from 
confidering myfelf in a ftate of abfolute fafe- 
ty, and that if any accident happened to me, 

I had the greateft reafon to believe that a very 
ftrid enquiry would be made into the authors 
of it. That there was fome foundation for 
this apprehenfion, will appear from the fol¬ 
lowing letter, which was fent to me by a very 
particular friend, 

“ FortNaffau, Auguft 10, 1743. 

“ Laft week I had fome difeourfe with go- T 

o Letter 

“ vernor Tinker concerning your intention to f r0 m % 

“ leave this government, as foon as the money triend - 
“ allowed by his majefty for fortifications; 

“ fhould be expended; upon which the gover- 
“ nor replied, that the engineer, nor nobody 
“ elfe, Ihould leave this illand without leave; 

“ and that he would order his officers to flop 
“ you, if you attempted it. However I told 
“ the governor I did not apprehend how that 
“ could be put in execution, confidering that 
lt you were independent of this government, 

“ and 
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“ and anfwerable to the board of ordnance 
u only. The governor then replied with 
“ great warmth and earneftnefs, that he was 
“ king in this government; and if he gave or- 
“ ders to kill any man whatfoever, his officers 
“ were to obey him, without enquiring into 
“ the caufe thereof. This I hint to you by 
“ way of precaution, that you may be upon 
“ your guard; I have likewife acquainted 
“ Mr. Moone with the purport of the letter, 
fince I find he intends to leave this govern- 
“ ment by the fame opportunity.” 

One of the complaints againft the late go¬ 
vernor, was his forcing the inhabitants, by 
way of punifhment, to make three lime kilns; 
Mr. Scott, his agent, now wanted me to buy 
this lime of him at a very exorbitant price ; I 
told him I was willing to take it by meafure, 
but not otherwife, and that I would pay him 
the price I gave governor Tinker for his, 
which was fix pence per bufhel, which he 
could not refufe; but being nettled becaufe I 
would not give him the fum he demanded 
for the whole, without meafure, he acquaint¬ 
ed Mr. Fits William thereof; Mr. Fitz Wil¬ 
liam wrote to Mr. Tinker about it, w T ho fhew- 
ed me the letter, in which he threatened and 
abufed me in a very injurious manner, for 
not giving the price he demanded. Upon my 
declaring I would refent it, his nephew, lieu¬ 
tenant Dromgole, begged me not to write, as 
he was certain the matter had been wrong 
reprefented by Scott, and that he would write 

4 ad 
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and explain the matter to his uncle ; of which book xil 
letter the following is a copy. 

“ Providence, Dec. 11. 

“ The 9th inftant captain Bruce, our engi- Letter 
“ neer, paid Mr. Scott for your lime, at fix | ieu " 
“ pence per buftiel, according to Scott’s agree- Dromgole 
“ ment w r ith him, which is the fame price 
“ was allowed to governor Tinker for his ; 

“ you have both been greatly impofed upon in 
“ the making of it, becaufe the engineer made 
“ all the lime for building fort Montague at 
lefs than half a rial per bu£hel, and charged 
“ the government no more. Mr. Scott, upon 
“ receiving your letter, and feeing what you 
“ had wrote to the governor on that head, re- 
“ fufed, for fome time, to take the money 
from the engineer ; but as I wrote you be- 
“ fore in a former letter, that by the carelefs- 
“ nefs of your good attorney, the half of 
“ your lime was ftolen and wafhcd away by 
“ the great rains, which I heard governor 
“ Tinker and Mr. Scott fay from their own 
“ mouths, before ever the engineer touched 
“ it, otherwife it would have turned out very 
“ much to your advantage ; and I beg leave 
“ to tell you that I am extremely forry that 
“ governor Tinker thewed him your letter, 

“ becaufe you have threatened to make cap- 
“ tain Bruce fmart if he did not comply with 
“ your demands ; befides, you have treated 
“ him with fo much indignity and contempt, 

“ that 
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that he has conceived a juft refentment a- 
gainft you for it, which makes me dread 
the confequence. Perhaps you may ima¬ 
gine he was fome little theorift, fent out 
by the board of ordnance; if fo, you are 
greatly miftaken, for he is one of the beft 
engineers in his majefty’s fervice, and a 
gentleman of long experience in the army ; 
has weathered eighteen campaigns, and, I 
believe, has built more forts than all the reft 
of the engineers on the Britifh eftablifhr 
ment, and is a man of the ftri&eft honour 
and integrity ; and will not pocket an af¬ 
front of any man, by what name or title 
foever dignified or diftinguifhed. Captain 
Bruce has been one of the beft friends I 
met with fince my arrival in Providence; 
therefore a difference of this fort muft give 
me no fmall concern, and hope you will 
write to captain Bruce to apologize for it.”- 

PAT. DROMGOLE.” 


Division As the quick-filver was to be divided among 
quick^fil- the people in fhares, I had bought twenty- 
ver. eight fhares from the officers and fome few of 
the men, who went home in the privateers, 
who left me a power to receive them from 
Mr. Irving, their agent; each fhare was a cag 
and a half, and each cag weighed one hundred 
weight; fo that I had forty-two cags to re¬ 
ceive. When the time for the divifion came 
jqund, I applied for thefe fhares, but could 

only 



PETER HENRY BRUCE, Esq. 489 

only get eight cags out of the forty-two I had 
a right to receive; and the agent fent me 1743. 
word that the reft had run out in the cellar 
by the burfting of the bags in the cags ; but 
if I would fend empty bottles to put it in, he 
would weigh up as much as amounted to my 
fhare ; when the bottles were fent, he told 
my fervant to come for it the next day. Mr. 
Keowin, the provoft marfhal, then attended, 
at my defire, to receive it, and was told by 
Mr. Irving that as he had not received it by 
weight, he would not deliver it on thofe terms, 
and fince it had made its way into the cellar, 
he might go and gather it up himfelf. Upon 
Mr. Keowin’s going into the cellar to look for 
it there was none to be found. Mr. Irving 
had previoufly taken care to gather it up in 
jars, and convey it by negroes to his own 
houfe in the night time, which all the people 
in the neighbourhood offered to prove. When 
a complaint was made to the governor, he faid 
that as the quick-filver had burft the bags, and 
was run into the cellar, he could not in juf- 
tice defire Mr. Irving to deliver it, as it might' 
have made its way to the Antipodes for aught 
he knew. At the fame time, I had feveral 
cags run out into my own cellar, taken up 
without lofing an ounce. This abfurd and 
barefaced injuftice in the governor, was a mat¬ 
ter of great furprize to all the inhabitants. 

The money allowed by government for for- Th« 
tifying this place being all expended, I inti- 
mated it to the governor, and told him I in- 

tended ri » is - 
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®wk.xie. tended to go to Charleftown till a frefh fupply 
of money could be obtained from England, 
to finifli what was begun; but he replied,, 
that as a war had been declared againd France, 
I could not leave the ifland till fort Naflau 
was finifhed; for which he would advance his 
own money, and be anfwerable for fo doing to 
the board of ordnance. I told him I would 
not accept his money, without an order from 
England; but if he would take upon him to 
pay the tradefmen and labourers himfelf, I 
would direct the work till it was completed. 
This he agreed to, and I forwarded the works 
with the utmoft diligence. As the afiembly 
was fitting at this time, I had recourfe to them 
again for their affiftance, thereby to put it the 
fooner put of the enemy’s power to annoy 
them; to which the afiembly unanimoufly 
confented, and afleffed every taxable in the 
ifiand to furnifh his quota of the neceflary 
Rone and timber for finifhing the work ; yet 
notwithftanding this went much againft the 
grain with the triumvirate, they could not 
well, in the prefent fituation of affairs, re- 
fufe their afient, fo that it was confirmed by 
the council. 


nf- 

ft-v.blV 


The agreeable profped the inhabitants had 
formed to themfelvcs of living happily under 


t istz.-.ve,- Mr. Tinker’s government, and which they had 
r-1. fata- bv.dt upon the fair beginning he made, in 
turning out his predeceffor’s evil counfellors. 


by whom they had been fo grievoufly oppreff- 
ed, induced the afiembly, on the governor’s 


arrival. 
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arrival, to appoint him a yearly falary of two book xir. 
hundred pounds fterling; but now, finding 
their expe&ations fo effe&ually difappointed, 
the aflembly declared that they were unable 
to continue the governor’s falary any longer ; 
and finding themfelves oppofed in this affair 
by Mr. Scott, their fpeaker, they voted him 
out of the chair, and chofe Mr. Florentine 
Cox in his place; on which the governor dif- 
folved the Houfe of Aflembly ; and that ne 
might mortify them more effedually, he ap¬ 
pointed James Scott one of his council, and 
made him chief-jufl>e, o afurer, naval offi¬ 
cer, ftore-keeper, &c. thereby to enable him 
to revenge himfelf upon the inhabitants. 

The three domineering gentlemen now 
joined, and for their own account built a new 
floop, and had the vanity to call her after 
their own ufual diftinguifhing title, the Tri¬ 
umvirate. 

The bad ufage I had hitherto met with, 
mad- the governor fufped me of being inftru- 
mental in his lofing his falary, as alfo that I 
fent complaints againft him to England; but I 
declared I neither did the one nor the other ; 
at firft indeed I did my beft to perfuade the 
aflembly to fettle that falary upon him, but 
a^ foon' as I learned they were determined to 
witil-hold his falary, I withdrew myfelf from 
the affembly, and went no more near them ; 
fo that I added neither pro nor con in that af¬ 
fair. Upon this Mr. Moone wrote me the 

following 
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book xi!. following letter, dated Fort Montague, De- 
V- P' J cember 30. 

Letter* “ The 27th inftant I waited on governor 
from lieu « Tinker, to know his commands. As foon 
Moone. “ as I was feated he told me he was furprifed 
“ that I did not dine oftner at his houfe, and 
“ that I kept company with perfons difaf- 
“ fedted to his government; which could be 
“ pointed at none but you, Mr. Cox, and 
“ captain Petty, becaufe of our being fre- 
“ quently in company when I go to town. 
“ I told his excellency I did not know what 
“ he meant by difaffeded perfons, unlefs he 
“ would include every body who fhewed a 
“ juft refentment for injuries received from 
their neighbours, in defiring a redrefs of 
“ grievances. All the anfwer the governor 
“ made me was that he hoped it would be in 
“ his power to hang up two or three of them 
“ very foon.—As a farther confirmation of 
“ the truth of this aftertion, Mr. John Thomp- 
“ fon, one of the council for thefe iflands, a {- 
“ fured me, before his brother Richard Thomp- 
“ fon, and feveral of the inhabitants, that 
“ governor Tinker had exprefled himfelf late- 
“ ly in the fame manner, in council, in threat- 
“ ening that he would hang up fbme of the in- 
“ habitants ; and confirmed the fame with an 
“ oath. It is therefore incumbent upon us 
“ to be on our guard, left we Ihould be among 
“ the number of the profcribech His dif- 
“ folving the houfe of aflembly at this time, 
“ becaufe they would not continue his falary. 
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“ is a fignal inftance that he prefers his own book xii. 
“ private intereft to the public good. ’ 

(Signed) 

W. MO ONE” 

An opportunity fbon after offered itfelf for 
his excellency’s gratification in hanging people : 
a foldier was condemned and executed for 
flabbing his ferjeant; and two negroes be¬ 
longing to captain Laws, of the navy, formerly 
ftationed here, who were at work for their 
matter in the Woods, cutting brazilletta, and 
being ill ufed by an overfeer appointed by Mr. 

Scott, one of them fired a fowling-piece at 
the overfeer* and lodged fome fhot in his 
fhoulder 5 for which he was hanged, and his 
innocent companion was alfo hanged, to bear 
him company. 

At the time of thefe tranfadions I received 
the following letter from lieutenant-governor 
Bull, of South Carolina, dated Charleftown, 

June 22. 

“ As it has been determined by the go- 
“ vernment here, that a new magazine, capa- 
“ ble of holding 500 barrels of powder, fhould 
“ be built in Charleftown ; and as his majefty 
“ has no engineer in this province, upon the 
“ Britifheftablifhment, consequently none with 
“ whom I can advife, or who can be aflift- 
“ ant to me in the eroding fuch a work ; I, 

“ by the affemblv of the province, am defired 

“ to 
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book xii. “ to apply to you for a plan thereof, in brick 
“ building, and which I requeft you will fa- 
“ vour me with, together with fuch other 
“ directions as you fhall judge proper. I doubt 
“ not hut this favour will be gratefully ac- 
“ knowledged by the government here. 

(Signed) 


W. BULL” 

In compliance with this requeft I fent a 
plan and profile, and fuch directions as I 
thought neceflary, in two weeks after the 
receipt of that letter, by a floop that failed from 
hence for Charleftown ; but not hearing of its 
being delivered, I defired lieutenant Moone, 
who left this the beginning of September for 
Carolina, in his way to London, to enquire 
if the plan had been delivered, who wrote me 
the following letter: 

u Charleftown, September 14, 1744. 

Another “ Thanks to the Supreme Being, I am now 
Charlef ** OUt P ower of the governor of Pro¬ 

town. “ vidence, and his triumvirate. I have en- 
“ quired about the plan of the powder ma- 
“ gazine, which was received and laid before 
“ the council ; the reafon why the receipt 
“ was not acknowledged, I find to be oc- 
“ cafioned by the governor’s arrival, and the 
“ lieutenant-governor’s retiring into the coun.- 
try about the time it was fent. They all wifh 

“ -for 
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“ for you on account of their fortifications, book xn. 
“ .and have wrote to you fome time paft on 
“ that head, which, I prcfume, you have re- 
'• ceived advice of. 

“ I prefume the triumvirate go on as ufual, 

“ Jehu like. ! 

(Signed) 

W. MOON E.” 

I never received the letter Mr. Moone 
alludes to, nor two others written by the new 
governor, which Mr. Tinker took care I Ihould 
not ; but I received his third letter as fol¬ 
lows : 

“ Charleftown, O&ober 9. 

“ As there are fome works to be carried ^ 
“ on for the better fortifying of Charleflown, vcwJ^ 
“ at the expence of this province, and as'GJen- 
“ there is, at prefent, no perfon here that is 
“ thought properly qualified for giving ad- 
“ vice and dire&ion in that matter, the aflem- 
“ bly did recommend it to me to write to you, 

“ to defire the favour of your alhilance : -I 
“ have already written twice upon the fub- 
“ jecl, and hope by this time you are embark- 
“ ed for this province, where I fix'd endca- 
,c vour that you fhall meet with a kind re- 
“ ception. The aflembly have agreed to give 
“ you three hundred pounds, money of this 
“ country, as the expence of your paffage, and 
“ have likewife come to a refolution to make 
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book xh. “ you a handfome prefent for your trouble* 
“ provided you arrive here within a month 
“ after the date of this letter. 

Signed 

JAMES GLEN." 

It is worthy of obfervation, that Mr. Tin¬ 
ker, at his firft arrival in Providence, behaved 
fo fmoothly and civilly to all ftrangers, that 
it was foon fpread over all America how hap¬ 
py the people now lived under his mild go¬ 
vernment ; which report enticed feveral peo¬ 
ple of fubftance to come, at different times, 
from the Continent, Bermudas, and the Lee¬ 
ward Iflands, with an intention of fettling 
here, being drawn hither by its fertility and 
wholefome air ; but upon finding how the in¬ 
habitants were oppreffed, they returned from 
whence they .came, and fpreading the report 
wherever they went, deterred others from com¬ 
ing to this place ; befides, all our privateers 
intended to have made this place their gene¬ 
ral rendezvous ; but the treatment the Sibbald 
and Do wall met with, prevented any from 
coming near us. And even captain Frankland, 
who was ftationed here, would not venture 
to bring his prizes into this harbour, but fent 
them to Charleftown, to be condemned and 
difpofed of; which very much mortified our 
governor, who now found by his endeavours 
to grafp all, he loft all. It is very much to 
be' lamented that thofe fertile and valuable 

iflands 
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iflands thould lie uncultivated for want of'Booicxn. 
people, which are capable of maintaining 
many thoufand families with eafe; but it will 
ever be the cafe, while the governors are fuffer- 
ed to tyrannize over the inhabitants, as no¬ 
body that can do better, will ever come to fet¬ 
tle here, and, of confequence, they muft re¬ 
main uninhabited. 

To convey fome idea of the value of thofe 
iflands, I lhall endeavour to give the follow¬ 
ing account of them from my certain know- 
lege. 

The Bahama iflands enjoy the moll ferene Produce 
and the moll temperate air in all America, the 
heat of the fun being greatly allayed by re- ja^Xand 
frelhing breezes from the call; and the earth adjacent 
and air are cooled by conllantdews which fall fea ‘ 
in the night, and by gentle Ihowers which fall 
in their proper feafons; fo that as they are 
free from the fultry heats of our other fettle- 
ments ; they are as little affedted with froft, 
fnow, hail, or the north-weft winds, which 
prove fo fatal both to men and plants in our 
other colonies; it is therefore no wonder the 
lick and afflicted inhabitants of thofe climates 
fly hither for relief, being fure to find a cure 
here. The fame caufes which conduce fo 
much to the health of man, contribute greatly 
to the quick growth of plants and vegetables; 
which here is furprifing, for the feeds of limes 
flung carelefsiy into the ground without any 
culture, become, in two or three years, fhrubs 
or little trees in full bearing. 

K k 
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All the illands vary jn their extent; while 
fome exceed a hundred miles in length, others 
are very inconfiderable; the principal are the 
Bahamas, LucayOs (or Abaco), Harbour-I- 
iland, Eluthera, St. Salvador (or Cat-Ifland), 
Exnma, Yumeta (or Long-Ifland), Andros, 
the Bimines, and Providence, which lies near 
the center of the whole, in lat. 25 degrees 
north, with a fine harbour, which has fifteen 
feet on its bar at low water, and is formed by 
Hog-Ifland, which is. three miles long, and 
now fort Naffau commands the weft entrance, 
and Montague the eaft. 

All thefe illands are covered over with wood, 
as indeed is all America, but with this effen- 
tial difference, that here the trees themfelves 
fufficiently pay the labour of cutting them 
down, exclufive of the benefit which refults 
from clearing a fertile foil; for not to mention 
the maftich tr£e and other timber fo ufeful in 
building houfes, mills, &c. here are Madeira, 
mahogany, and cedar, all ufed in fhip build¬ 
ing ; befides vaft quantities of curious woods, 
as prince-wood, yellow-wood, box, naked- 
wood (moft beautifully veined and and mar¬ 
bled), lignum vitoe, black and red iron-wood, 
ebony, roanchinelle, black feney, dog-w r ood, 
pines, palmettos; and many dyeing woods, as 
log-wood, brazilietta, green and yellow fu- 
ftick; they have likewife trees of valuable 
bark, which are no where elfe in fuch quanti¬ 
ty and perfedion ; among which are the cor¬ 
tex eluthera, or wild cinnamon, growdng in 

fuch 
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fuch abundance that they exported annually book xu. 
between fixty and feventy tons to Curafoe, 
and the other Dutch fettlements, where it is 
made ufe of in diftilling cinnamon waters; 
the cortex Winterania, a fweet-fcented bark, 
which is alfo carried to the Dutch, and by 
them tranfported to the Levant, where the 
Turks burn it for perfume and incenfe. The 
wild vines are in great plenty in the woods, 
and when cultivated, are as good as any I ever 
faw ; here is alfo the myrtle, from which the 
green wax candles are made. 

They have tamarinds equal to any in the 
world; the Lucca olive, as well as the wild 
kind; oranges (fweet, four, and bitter), le¬ 
mons, limes, citrons, pomegranates, plums, 
fugar apples, pine apples, figs, papues, fapo- 
dylles, bananas, fowerfops, water and muflt 
melons, yams, potatoes, gourds, cucumbers, 
cod and bird pepper, guavas, cafava, plan¬ 
tains, prickly pears, oil of caftor, fugar, gin¬ 
ger, coffee, indigo, cotton preferable to that 
in the Levant, and tobacco; Indian wheat. 
Guinea-corn, and peas: befides thefe all the 
roots of Europe grow wonderfully quick, and 
to a furprifing fize. The flowering fhrubs 
and other plants are fo aromatic, that they 
perfume the air to a great diftance. 

Their wild fowl and bir%s are, the flamin¬ 
go, fometimes to be met with in flocks of two 
or three hundred ; it is a tall bird, fix feet 
high, of a mod beautiful plumage, being red 
all over the body, with black wings; they are 
K k 2 excellent 
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book. xn. excellent eating; wild geefe, ducks, pigeons, 
and green parrots in great plenty; befides 
whiffling ducks, Mufketo hawks, tobacco doves, 
Crab-catchers, galdings, droffels, mocking 
birds, and humming birds. 

The fea hereabouts abounds with fifh un¬ 
known to us in Europe; thofe of prey are 
crocodiles, alligators, fharks, dolphins, fword 
fifh, fea-devils, fpermaceti-whales, grampu- 
fes, porpoifes, feals, nurfes, and fnappers ; 
thofe for food are, the king-fifh, jew-fifh, hog- 
fifh, pork-nib, mutton-fifh, rock-fifh, Mar- 
garet-fifh, cuckold-fith, coney-fifh, angle-fifh, 
bill-fifh, hound-fifh, gar-fifh, parrot-fifh, 
blue-fifh, fucking-fifh, tang-fifh, trumpet-fifh, 
porjes, grupers, jacks, hynes, old wives, 
grunts, Ikate, fchoolmafter, breams, ten-poun¬ 
ders, Ringers, ryfpree, mullets, fenets, bara- 
cuda, {hip-jacks, albecores, rainbow, thre- 
fhers, mackre), hedge-hogs, pilots, fhads, pil¬ 
chards, faiiors choice, fquirrels, and cavaly ; 
many of thefe are excellent eating, but fuch 
as feed on the copperas banks are poifonous, 
affeding the joints of thofe who eat them 
with itching pains, and the diforder goes off 
by rubbing the parts; the method ufed to di- 
fflnguifh the filh is by putting a fpoon, or 
piece of filver; into the water in which it is 
boiled, which turifc black if the fifh is poifo¬ 
nous. They make plenty of oil from the 
nurfes, feals, &c. and a beneficial whale fithe- 
ry might be eftablifned here, as that fifh 
ctomes in great numbers to wean their young 

among 
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among the iflands, and feveral have been book xti. 
thrown afhore, full of the fpermaceti; there is 
likewife found - in the fhore much ambergrife. 

Their {hell-fifli are conques, perriwinkles, co¬ 
neys, fogers, wilkes, cuckolds, craw-fifh, lob- 
fters, crabs ; they have alfo the land-crab, and 
many forts of tortoifes, of which the hawk-bill 
is the moft valuable for its fine {hell, and the 
green kind for eating; the greateft number of 
which are taken at the Bimini iflands. There 
is alfo ambergrife found in confiderable quan¬ 
tities on thefe Ihores. 

There are no animals which can be faid to 
be peculiar to thofe iflands, excepting the 
guana, which is found in great numbers on 
Andros, which lies five leagues fouth-weft from 
Providence ; it is a fmall creature, with Ihorf 
legs, and a fhort tapering tail, fomewhat refem- 
bling the lizard or alligator, and is about two 
feet in length; it is efteemed delicious eating, 
and is taken in great plenty by the people of 
Providence. On fome of the other iflands 
are numbers of wild hogs, fheep and goats, 
which are produced from a breed left there by 
the inhabitants; and from which they are now 
fupplied with frelh meat when they go to cut 
dye woods, or rake fait at Exuma, of which 
they export yearly many {hip loads to our nor¬ 
thern colonies on the continent. 

In fhort, it is their own fault if the inhabi¬ 
tants want any of the neceffaries of life : they 
have horfes, cows, fheep, goats, hogs, and 
all forts of poultry, and have grafsall the year 
round ; but they neither few nor plant more 

than 
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b )okxh. than is neceflary for maintaining their own 
families; whereby one of the moft fertile parts 
of our Weft Indies is negle&ed for want of 
cultivation. They depend on their cargoes of 
fait, mahogany plank, dying wood, tortoifes, 
fruit, &c. which they fell to great advantage j 
and likewife upon the lhipwrecks, which hap¬ 
pen frequently upon thofe extenfive banks; all 
which make them carelefs in improving the 
natural produce of that fertile country which, 
were it once well peopled, would foon be in 
a flourifhing fituation. 

Infe&s. The greateft inconvenience they have here 
is from the plague of numerous vermin, or 
infers, which torment them both night and 
day ; as bugs, cock-roches, mufquetos, flies, 
fand-flies, ants, and trigers; the iaft kind are 
no larger than a mite, and are very trouble- 
fome to ftrangers; they get through the foies 
of people’s feet, and lodge between the (kin 
and the flefh, where they lay their eggs and 
breed, if not timely prevented, which is done 
by picking them out with the point of a nee¬ 
dle, at which the negroes are very dexterous ; 
and care muft be taken to get out the bag (as 
they call it) with the eggs, and then they fill 
the wound with tobacco or fnuff; but if they 
are fuffered to remain, they caufe moft into¬ 
lerable itching pains, and great fwelling in the 
legs, which are often attended with danger to 
the life. The ants are alfo very troublefome, 
by creeping into the houfes and beds, and re¬ 
quire care and attention to keep them from 
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the victuals, efpecially fugar, cf which they bookxii. 
will carry off a great quantity in a night’s 
time. The mufquetos and fand-flies come in 
great fwarms in the evening from the woods, 
and people are obliged to drive them off with 
frnoke round their houfes all night long: 
this inconvenience is chiefly occafioned by 
their not clearing' the ground from thofe thick¬ 
ets of underwood ; an inftance of which we 
experienced at fort Montague, where I cleared 
away all the wood within cannon fhot, and 
by that means, we were happily delivered 
from the infedfs both by day and night. The 
governor took the example, and cleared to a 
confiderable diftance from his own houfe, and 
feveral of the inhabitants were beginning to 
do the fame. 

The Bahama iflands, in general, are more Obfcrva- 
conveniently fituated for annoying the Spa- 
niards in time of war than any of all our other dor and 
fettlements, efpecially two of them. The . r !? eBim,ni 
firft is Salvador, (or’Cat-Ifland) the caftermoft 
of the whole ; it lies clear of the bank, and 
furrounded by the odean is moft convenient¬ 
ly fituated for intercepting the outward-bound 
trade of Old Spain; lies between the 24th and 
25th degrees of north latitude ; is 45 miles 
long, by 7 broad, 28 miles from Eluthera, 
and 90 from Providence. 

The next is the Biminis, 105 miles weft 
from Providence, 120 north from the Havan- 
nah, and only 60 from the continent of Flo¬ 
rida ; bv which it has the full command of 
7 the 
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eookxii. the gulph, through which all the homeward- 
bound trade of the Spanifh Weft Indies muft 
pafs : in wartime this would be the moil ad¬ 
vantageous ftation in all Britifh America. 
The harbour is formed by two ifiands ; the 
weft, and principal entry is from the gulph, 
and only a quarter of a mile broad, where, 
and all within, it has only ten feet at low 
water, and eighteen at high water; it is fecu- 
red by rocks on tne north, but firft-rate (hips 
can ride clofe to the weftern fhore, free from 
all winds ; the eaft entry is only for boats, 
and is dry at low water ; thefe entries are on¬ 
ly two miles diftant from each other, but the 
harbour is fix miles in length from north to 
fouth, and could contain all the privateers of 
America. The Spanifh homeward-bound fhips 
generally take in their wood and water here; 
and here the-people of Providence catch moft 
of their tortoife, and are frequently taken, 
and carried prifoners to the Havannah. The 
ifland is twelve miles long and two broad. It 
was the general opinion if two or three floops 
of war had been ftationed at this place when 
general Oglethorpe befieged St. Auguftine, 
they would effectually have prevented the 
Spaniards from fending their gallies from the 
Havannah, with men and ammunition to 
their relief, and the place muft have fallen in¬ 
to that general’s hands, as the Spaniards were 
in great want of both at that time, and muft 
have furrendered. This harbour might be 
cafily fecured by a fmall fort with a fea bat¬ 
tery, 
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tcry, as the entrance is fo narrow : it' lies in book r.i. 
25 degrees north latitude. The Bahama ‘“’TT' 
iliand lies 48 miles north, and Andros 60 loath, 
from this ; but none of all thefe valuable 
illands are inhabited, excepting Providence, 
Harbour ifland, and Eluthera. 

The inhabitants of Providence, Harbour The inha- 
Ifland, and Eluthera, confifted at this time bitants of 
of Englilh, Scotch, Irifh, Bermudians, mu- fenced 
lattos, free negroes, and flaves ; their whole 
number were 

Heads of families, - - - 310 

Women and children, - - - 689 

Negro, male flaves, - - - - 426 

Black women and children, - - - 538 

The independent company, officers in¬ 
cluded, - - - - - xoo 

Harbour Ifland and Eluthera in all, - 240 


Total inhabitants of the Bahamas, - 2303 

white and black men, women, and children; 
which might maintain more thoufands, than 
they have hundreds. 

Fort Naflau and Sea Battery were finilhed Defcnpti- 
the latter end of December, which I rebuilt ^" a ^ ort 
almoft from tfie foundation, as I found them 
in a very fluttered ruinous condition : I found 
it neceflary to add a new baftion in place of 
an old fquare tower, and built in it the pow¬ 
der magazine and gunner’s flore, each of 

them 
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book xu. them to contain 300 barrels of powder ; and 
*744?^ ua< ^ er the eaft curtain three large ftores or cafe- 
mates, and a gate, all bomb-proof; above the 
gate an arched apartment for the governor, 
with a view of the whole town and harbour 
upon each point' of the baftions are fentry 
boxes of ftone; through the weft curtain is a 
fally port and cafemates, alfo bomb-proof, be¬ 
fore which is the fea battery ; and the whole 
is furrounded with pallifades of maftich-wood, 
eight inches fquare, and three inches diftant 
from each other, eight feet above ground, and 
two feet funk in the rock, well fecured above 
and below with rails and braces. As there 
were formerly no buildings within the fort, 
except barracks of wood, entirely decayed, I 
built new barracks of ftone to contain fix 
hundred men, and a fui table fet of apart¬ 
ments for officers ; likewife a kitchen and 
bake-houfe, with two ovens, above which are 
apartments for the chaplain, furgeon, gunner, 
and armourer ; within the fort is a well with 
frefh water, and one before each gate within 
the pallifades. The whole is mounted with 
fifty-four pieces of cannon, 6, 9, 12, and 18 
pounders, all on new carriages, befides twen¬ 
ty-fix brafs mortars, two of which are of 7 
inches, 12 of 55- and 12 of finches, mount¬ 
ed on new beds. 

Coft of The finithing of both thofe forts coft go¬ 
to tlitorts. vernment no more than four thoufand pounds, 
whereas a former eftimate, for the fame thing, 

came 
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Came to twelve thoufand, two hundred fifty- bogkxh. 
four pounds nine (hillings and ten pence three ^ 
farthings; but as I happened to come here 
at a time when war was declared, and we 
were threatened with an invafion, and being 
then expofed to the infults of an enemy, the 
inhabitants very frankly provided materials 
for their own fecurity, which, with the other 
frugal methods I took, faved the government 
feveral thoufand pounds; but I was ill re¬ 
warded for this my faithful and dangerous 
fervice. 

When all was finilhed, the governor and I 
attefted each other’s accounts, and I gave him 
a bill on the board of ordnance for two thou¬ 
fand and four hundred pounds he had laid out 
toward finifhing thofe works, and he gave 
me, at the fame time, a certificate of my 
having performed and finifhed all the works 
neceflary to be done in the ifland of Provi¬ 
dence, which I gave in to the board of ord¬ 
nance on my arrival in London. 

As Mr. Tinker was confcious how far he 
deferved complaints to be entered againft 
him, he fent his fecretary, John Snow, bv 
the way of Jamaica to London, to foreftall 
any complaints that might be entered there 
againft him; but he might have faved himfelf 
both the trouble and expence, for I neither 
mentioned, nor intended to mention, his 
name in London, knowing that a redrefs of 
grievances is not eafily obtained. 


While 
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book xu. While I was preparing for my departure 
for Carolina, captain Jelf, of the Swallow 
Hoop of war, with his officers, arrived here 
in a boat; he had been fent from Charleftown 
with two brafs mortars, and a quantity of 
bomb fhells, that had been lent to general 
Oglethorpe in his expedition to St. Auguffine, 
and his fhip was caft away on the rocks of 
Abaco : what furprized me was, his having 
the fame pilot on board that came with us in 
the Tartar man of war, under whofe con- 
dud we very narrowly efcaped being wreck¬ 
ed upon the very fame rocks. Captain Jelf 
had intended to carry me with him to Caro¬ 
lina, but was now very glad to take his paf- 
fage with me in a floop I had hired. 

When, every thing was ready for our depar¬ 
ture, and as I was informed that Stuart’s floop 
was to go to Abaco to bring what could be 
faved from the wreck of the Swallow, I fent 
my overfeer with an open letter to him, de¬ 
manding his attendance at Abaco, to give 
me fatisfadion for the treacherous infult I 
had received from him : he fent me word 
that he would go to the governor and afk his 
leave j and foon again returned me for an- 
fwer that he could not obtain it5 upon which 
I wrote to the governor, and reminded his 
excellency of the infult I had received from 
Stuart, and the promife he gave me, upon 
his word of honour, to order him, as foon 
as the works were finifhed, to attend me; 

and 
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and as his Hoop was going to the wreck, I bookxji. 
hoped he would perform his engagement, 
as this gave us a proper opportunity to decide 
this affair ; but Mr. Tinker gave me an abfo- 
Jute refufal, w T ell knowing himfelf as much 
in fault as the other: on this, I wrote again 
to Stewart, telling him that I knew he had 
a law-fuit depending at Charleflown, which 
would foon require his prefence there, and 
that I would wait five or fix months for him; 
to which he replied, he would attend me 
there. Thefe requifitions I had determined 
to make in as public a manner as I could, 

. and tranfaded them before captain Jelf, and 
his officers, colledor Boothby, and captain 
Cox, that he might not have an opportunity 
to deny fads; yet, notwithftanding Stuart’s 
friends arid attornies at Charleflown repre- 
fented the necelfity of his perfonal appearance 
there, as the whole fucccfs of his law-fuit 
depended on it, and his own repeated aftcr- 
tions that he was juft coming over, he never 
made his appearance all the five months I 
flayed there, and thereby loft his caufe, which 
was matter of diversion at Charleflown, 
where captain Jelf and his officers had made 
the reafon of his not appearing as well known 
as it was at Providence, and was afterwards 
revived by Boothby and Cox. 

On the 5 th of January I went on board 1745. 
the Pelham floop, a new veflel built of ma- ™ n e cap * 
hoganv, by Florentine Cox, who alfo com- leaves 

5 ' manded ; rovi - 



5 IX> MEMOIRS OF 

BooKxir. manded her, and we failed the fame day, 
with captain Jelf and his officers, and arrived 
next day at Abaco, where the wreck lay. 
We were detained feveral days in colle&ing 
the crew of the Swallow, who were difperfed 
over the ifland ; and with the addition of 
their number (i^o) we were Efficiently 
crowded in the Pelham. Stuart’s (loop re-* 
covered the mortars and fhells, and the guns, 
anchors, fails and rigging belonging to the 
Swallow, which Were all fold at Providence j 
and, as I was credibly informed by letter, 
were afterwards fold to the Spaniards. We 
had fine weather and a pleafant paffage in the 
Pelham, attended daily by a number of 
ffiarks. Captain Cox, a native of Bermudas, 
who are efteemed the moft dexterous fiffiers 
in the world, caught upwards of a fcore of 
them in a day : his method was by hanging 
out a rope, with a noofe at the end of it, 
through which he hung a piece of beef; 
when the ffiark approached the beef, it was 
pulled forward through the noofe, fo that 
the ffiark in purfuit of it was flung by the 
tail, which is large and broad, and in that 
manner was pulled on board. Some of the 
ffiarks were fo large, that when their tail was 
even with the gunnel, the half of their bo¬ 
dies were under water ; we cut thefe over¬ 
grown ones through the middle, and let them 
drop into the water again, where they were 
foon torn to pieces by their voracious compa¬ 
nions, 
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nions, which afforded us diverting amufe- book. xjI. 
ment ; but as the young are good eating, we 
brought them on deck, and cut them up for 
the people, who were thereby plentifully 
fupplied with frefh provifions, which was a 
fortunate circumftance, as we had not provi¬ 
fions for fuch a number; Hit it Is a common 
faying, that a Bermudian will never die for 
want at fea, if he is provided with fifhing 
tackle. 

In the evening of the 21ft of January we Arr T ve1l 
arrived before Charleftown bar, and as it was charief- 
then growing dark, low water, and blowing towo - 
hard, we did not think it prudent to venture 
over the bar; but two of the Englifh teamen 
belonging to the Swallow informing captain 
Jelf, that the Irifh failors on board, who 
were the greater number, had entered into a 
combination to fecure us, and carry the veffel 
to Auguftine, made us attempt to get over the 
bar. We were no fooner on the bar than 
file ftruck, and thumped eighteen times with 
fuch violence that every fhock lifted us from 
our feet; but as the tide was then beginning 
to flow, it was with no fmall difficulty we 
got her about again, and put out to fca, but 
fo leaky that it required our utmoft efforts 
to keep the veffel from going down. We 
fired fevcral guns'of diftrels, which prevented 
the mutineers from attempting at that time to 
enter upon the execution of their project. 
Captain Jelf, in thy midft of our confuflon, 

and 
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bookxii. and under favour of the darknefs, had fent 
off his officers in the boat to the commodore 
to inform him of our danger; and by day¬ 
break next morning two long boats were dis¬ 
patched full of men, well armed, to our af- 
fiftance; and a twenty gun fhip was fent 
down to the bar to be ready to follow us in 
cafe of need. This armament quite con¬ 
founded the mutineers, and we were no foon- 
er within the bar, than they were all fecured 
in irons on board the man of war, and we 
got at laft fafe to Charleftown on the 2 2d, 
chiefly owing to the flrength of our veflel, 
otherwife we muft have peri filed; but fhe 
was very much fhattered by the many fhocks 
Ihe got on the bar. The diftance from Pro¬ 
vidence to this place is 7 degrees, or 420 geo¬ 
graphical miles. 

Here I met a kind reception from the go¬ 
vernor, council, and aflembly, who defired 
that I would, without lofs of time, proceed 
to furvey the place, and give my opinion 
touching what was farther neceflary to be 
done for their greater fecurity and defence. 
After I had taken a full furvey of the place, 
and had examined the nature of the morafs that 
lies before the town, and founded Hog Ifland 
Creek, I gave in the following report: 

Report of “ As this town is built on' a point of land, 
ftrength “ and furrOunded on the eaft, fouth, and 
of Char- “ weft fides by Cooper and Afhley, two large 
Mown. ct nav jg a bie rivers, which render thofe three 

“ fides 
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“ Tides ftrong by nature, yet I obferve that book xn 
u all that has hitherto been done toward for- 7*7^7*^ 
“ tifying this place is all toward thofe rivers; 

“ whereas the north fide of. the town, toward 
“ the rnain land, is negledled and left open, 

“ expofed to the infults of an enemy, who, 

“ by the nearnefs of the woods, might at any 
“ time furprize the town. This place is fub- 
“ je£t to the fame danger by fea ; for al- 
“ though the bar is a great fecurity, and fort 
“ Johnfon commands the ufual paffage to the 
“ town, yet as there is another paffage at 
“ Hog Ifland Creek, of greater depth of wa- 
“ ter than is upon the bar itfelf, and an ene^ 

“ my may pafs that way without being 6x- 
“ pofed to the guns of fort johnfon, or to 
“ thofe upon the curtain-line next the river^ 

“ they may by that means get behind the 
“ town, where it is alfo defencelefs, and make 
“ themfelves matters of it. 

“ I am therefore of opinion that a canal 
“ ought to be cut at the free-fehool, fix or 
“ eight fathom wide, and eight or ten feet 
“ deep, from the one marth to the other, it 
“ being only 120 fathoms in length; this would 
“ prevent a furprize by land. In the next 
“ place, to prevent a furprize by fea, a fafeine 
“ battery ought to be erected at Rahte’s point, 

“ being the only proper landing place, and 
“ another battery at Anfon’s houfe, each of 
“ fix or eight guns of the largeft fize, to com- 
« mand the paffage through Hog Ifland Creek,- 

L 1 tc ffiould 
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book xii. “ fhouid an enemy attempt to pafs it; be* 
“ fides, Rahte’s point might be flanked by 
“ the guns of Craven’s balfion, as well as by 
“ thofe at Anfon’s houfe ; and after that paf- 
“ fage is thus fecured, it would be neceffary 
“ to ered a large battery upon the marfh op- 
“ pofite to the town, part of which is folid 
“ and firm, and what is not may be made fo 
“ by driving piles; this battery fhouid be in 
“ form of a horfe-lhoe, mounted with thirty 
“ pieces of cannon of the largeft fize, which 
u would not only command Rebellion 
w road, but alfo both channels (that of John- 
“ fon’s Fort and Hog Ifland) by which the 
“ keeping up of Johnfon’s Fort will become 
“ needlefs, more efpecially if the battery be<- 
“ gun at the point near Granvill’s baftion was 
“ finifhed, and that will alfo render Brough- 
“ tern’s battery needlefs. 

“ In the next place I am of opinion that it 
* “ would be very neceffary to ered a regular 
“ fort, with four baftions, upon the neck of 
<e land between the workhoufe and free- 
“ fchool, which would not only cover the 
“ town, but command both rivers; and it 
“ would be a confiderable addition to the 
“ ftrength of fuch fort if it' were furrotinded 
“ with pallifades, which, in cafe of an at- 
u tack, might be lined with negroes either 
“ from the town or country: no danger could 
“ arife to the inhabitants from their being en- 
“ trailed with fire arms, fince they would be 
' “ immediately 
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t ‘ immediately under the eye of their matters, bookxii. 
“ and they would have no accefs to the fort, 

“ or any communication with the works, but 
“ within the pallifades alone, where they 
would prove a great annoyance to an 
w enemy. 

“ The more I confider the fituation and 
“ circumftances of the place, the more I am 
confirmed in opinion of the utility and ne- 
“ ceffity of a fort or citadel, as the town is 
“ quite open on that fide to the incurfions of 
“ the Indians; two hundred of whom, by 
“ approaching in fmall parties through the 
“ woods, might do great mifchief in one 
“ night. Your country negroes are quiet at 
“ prefent, but they have not always been fo; 

“ and their late attempts at Antigua, New 
“ York, and Jamaica, may be fufficient warn- 
“ ing to any country, where they are fo nu- 
“ merous, to provide againft accidents, and 
“ confider of a force that may be turned a- 
“ gairifl: them; the town negroes alfo will be 
“ more faithful when they know it is impofli- 
“ ble for them to efcape if they fhould mifbe- 
“ have. I could mention many more advan- 
“ tages that would arife from fortifying this 
“ important pafs, for there is no doubt but 
“ there are people in all towns, who, on the 
“ approach of an enemy, would with to be as 
“ far removed from the danger as poffible, 

“ wbo, knowing there is no escaping, will do 
“ their duty; befides, it will greatly encou- 
L1 2 “ raec 
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bookxii. “ rage every man to exert himfelf when hi£ 
“ wife, children, and moft valuable effeds 
“ are in a place of fecurity. I might likewife 
“ take notice that within this fort there might 
“ be houfes for the governor, the'council, and 
“ affembly; and barracks for officers and fol- 
“ diers, befides work-houfes, prifons, maga- 
“ zines, arfenals, ftore-houfes, &c. It i§ 
“ therefore my opinion, that no enemy w6 
“ may exped in this part of the world would 
“ venture to attempt this town, knowing of 
“ fuch a ftrength, till they had made them- 
“ felves mailers of this fort; and as that 
“ could not be attacked but on the land fide, 
“ two or three hundred men would defend it, 
“ unlefs in the event of a general affault. 

“ I Have prepared two plans of a fort, 
“ which I herewith lay before you ; the one 
“ of four regular baftions, the other of two 
“ baftions, with a raveline before the curtain; 
“ towards the Continent, and two demi-ba- 
“ ftions next the town. .My not laying before 
“ you an eftimate of the charges of fuch 
“ works, is owing, to my being an entire 
“ ftranger to the prices of materials and la- 
“ bour; but it may be eaftly computed by 
“ gentlemen converfant in building, as I have 
“ annexed both the quantity and quality of 
“ the feveral works that are neceffary to be 
“ done. But in cafe this government ffiould 
“ find the expence of ereding fuch a fort to 
“ exceed their expedation, and be thereby 
. * “ deterred 
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deterred from putting it in execution; then book xtr. 

my next propofol is to cut a moat, or ditch, , 745 . 

“ with a curtain line from Craven’s Baftion to 
“ the work-houfe, {Lengthened in the mid- 
“ die by a baftion, and a demi-baftion next 
“ to Afhley River, by which means the town 
“ will be inclofed on the land fide from one 
“ river to the other, and this may be done 
“ with fods.” 

A committee of fome of the members of 
the council and afiembly were appointed to 
make an eftimatc of thofe works: and as an 
entire want of ftone in this country obliges 
them to build their works of ftrength with 
brick, and they have no lime but what they 
make of oyfter and other fea {hells, together 
with the very high price of labour, they found 
the execution of thofe plans would amount to 
a confiderable firm ; and as their treafury, 
at this time, was not in a condition to fupport 
the charge, they were of opinion that they 
thou Id endeavour to negotiate a loan from 
England at three per cent, or obtain an ad of 
parliament to enable them to raife one hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds of their own currency, 
by ifluing paper notes, and to petition that an 
able engineer might be fent from London to 
execute thofe plans, as they did not choofe to 
truft the ■execution of them to colonel Bade, 
their prefept engineer, alledging that he 
had already run them into great expence in 
ereding works that werer of no fignification. 

Thev 

j 
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book xii. They prefied me very earneftly toftay with 
them, by offering to double my pay, and to 
lhew me other favours. I obferved if they 
had applied to me when I firftcame to Provi¬ 
dence, I could have carried on their works at 
the fame time ; but as that opportunity was 
now paft, it was at prefent out of my power 
to comply with their requeft, without an 
order from the board of ordnance. Betides, 
as thofe gentlemen were very dilatory in their 
determinations, and in a bad undemanding 
with their governor, I fhould have met with 
great difficulty to pleafe both parties. How¬ 
ever, as they feemed moft pleafed with my 
laft plan, as the eafieft and cheapeft, at the 
' defire of governor Glen, I gave full inftruc- 
tions to colonel Baile how it was to be per¬ 
formed, and recommended him to the com¬ 
mittee for the execution of it, with affiurances 
that they might fafely truft him. The two 
batteries at Rahte’s Point, and Anfon’s Houfe, 
for the fecurity of the paffage through Hog 
Ifland Creek, were begun. The gentlemen 
of Charleftown made me a prefent of fifty 
guineas, alledging that as I was only on my 
way to England, and not come there with 
any intention to ftay and ferve them, they 
could not make me the return they intended 
to have done, if I had come with a defign of 
being ferviceable to them in putting my plans 
in execution. 

We 
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We had a vifitat this time from a war cap- book xu. 
tain, or Indian king as they called him, with — 
about one hundred Cherokee Indians in his Vifit from 
retinue, under pretence of renewing his alii- ^ ^ r n °J 
ance with king George; but the real obje<ft, •' 
I believe, was to receive the cuftomary pre- 
fents. They come all naked on thofe occa- 
fipns, and return well clad ; they are well 
fhaped, generally of an olive colour, with 
their faces painted in many different ways, 
according to their different ideas of convey¬ 
ing terror to their enemies. Some have one 
fide black, and the other red ; others with 
four different colours; their heads were adorn¬ 
ed with all forts of feathers, intermixed with 
down, by way of powder; they cover their 
nakednefs with a fmall piece of fkin, or lea¬ 
ther ; they are exceffively fond of fpirits, 
which they will drink till they are quite' 
drunk. Their camp was a mile from the 
town, to which they returned every night, 
and after a week’s flay, being all new clad, 
and receiving the cuftomary prefents, they de¬ 
camped, and returned home. I omitted to 
mention that their king, or chief, with two 
of his principal officers and three women, 
were new clothed before they made their 
public entry into the town ; then the chief 
with his two nobles were brought in ftate in 
a coach drawn by fix horfes, td the council- 
chamber, yvhere they made their fpeech, which 
eonfifted in a very ’few words, affuring us of 

their 
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book xh. theirfteady attachment to the crown of Bri- 
' tain ; after the ceremonial part of their vifit 

was ended, they fhook'hands with every one 
in the room, took their leave, and were Con¬ 
ducted back to their camp, in the coach that 
brought them ; they were neither painted nor 
adorned with feathers, as the reft, but were 
decently clad in blue cloth, and each a gold 
laced hat, with which they feemed very well 
pleafed. 

Frank'” Captain Thomas Frankland' brought in 
land’s rich here a very rich French prize, whofe princi¬ 
ple- pal loading confifted in piftoles, a few chefts 
of dollars, and a great deal of wrought gold 
and filver j the quantity was fo great, that 
the ihares were delivered by weight to fave 
the trouble of counting it; fo that piftoles 
were now feen in Charleftown in greater plen¬ 
ty than the dollars had been in Providence, 
which could not but be very mortifying to 
governor Tinker, who was thereby deprived 
of the profits accruing from her condemna¬ 
tion, confidering captain Frankland was fta- 
tioned there; but he met with this mortifi¬ 
cation in general, as no privateer would ever 
enter with their prizes into the harbour of 
providence after the treatment that Sibbald 
and Dowal had met with. After all the car¬ 
go w r as taken out of this prize, and the vefiel 
w r as to be put up to fale, the French captain 
told captain Frankland that if he would en¬ 
gage 
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gage to reward him handfornely, he would ; 
difcover a hidden treafure to him, which no 
one knew of but himfelf. Captain Frank- 
land engaged to rew r ard him very generoufly, 
and he difcovered thirty thoufand piftoles in 
a place, where no one could have thought of 
finding any thing. The French captain af¬ 
terwards told governor Glen, that captain 
Frankland’s generofity confifled only in one 
thoufand ''piftoles; a poor reward, he faid, 
for fo great a difcovery. Captain Frankland 
made another very accidental difcovery : he 
had taken into his own fervice a brifk little 
French boy, who had belonged to the French 
.captain, who, having a walking ftick of no 
value, one of the failors had taken it from 
him: the boy lamented his lofs fo much, that 
captain Frankland ordered fearch to be made 
for it, to return it to the boy: the ftick was 
brought to the captain, who feeing it of rto 
value, afked the boy how he could make fo 
much ado about fuch a trifle. The boy re¬ 
plied brifkly, he could not walk like a gen¬ 
tleman, and fhew his airs without a flick in 
his hand ; upon the captain’s going to return 
him the ftick, he gave him a tap on the 
fhouldcr with it, and finding fomething rattle 
in the infide of it, withdrew to a room by 
himfelf, and taking off the head of it, he 
found jewels (according to the French cap¬ 
tain’s report) worth twenty thoufand piftoles; 

who 
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book xn. who had given the flick to the boy when he 
—’ furrendered, in hopes of faving it, as npbody 
would take notice of fuch a trifle m a boy’s 
hand. Upon the whole, fhe was a confidera- 
ble prize to captain Frankland. 

About the fame time, captain Jofeph 
Hamer, of the Flamborough man of war, 
brought in here a Spanifh prize, with fuch a 
quantity of dollars on board, that he fhared 
twelve thoufand for himfelf. 

A ftwrt Carolina is now fo well known, that I need 
on f of P Ca- not §* ve a defcription of it; yet 1 cannot omit 
rolki.a. mentioning that it is, in general, very low 
and flat, the foil being, for the moft part, 
fand interfperfed with fwamps and marfhes, 
which yield great plenty of rice, with which 
they have carried on a confiderable trade; 
but as the demand for it was leffened by the 
war, the inhabitants turned their thoughts 
to the culture of indigo, and have brought 
that article to confiderable perfection. They 
have abundance and variety of fruits; but 
their oranges and vines are frequently blafted 
by the north winds; mulberry trees grow 
here in plenty to great perfection, fo that 
they might eafily breed a number of filk 
worms, which would add a very beneficial 
branch to their trade. The face of the coun¬ 
try is covered with wood; their live oak, 
w'hich is ever-green, is, in-my opinion, pre¬ 
ferable to Englifh oak for fhip-building; their 

' pines 
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pines grow to a prodigious fize, fit for any book m 
marts. Their woods abound with all kinds '——' 
of venifon and wild fowl, efpecially turkeys 1743 
and fummer ducks; the latter came from the 
interior parts of the country, fince the plant¬ 
ing of rice; they are extremely beautiful, and 
are kept about gentlemen’s houfes as a rarity. 
Whilftling birds are, here in great variety, of 
which the mocking bird is the moft entertain¬ 
ing ; they come in numbers out of the woods, 
and are fo very tame and familiar, that they 
perch on the houfe tops, and on the trees be¬ 
fore the windows, efpecially when they either 
hear mufic or finging, to which they lirten 
with great attention, and afterwards repeat 
the notes. I took feveral of them and the 
fummer ducks to bring with me to Britain, 
but in fpite of all my care they died at fea. 

The Rofe and Flamborough men of war The cap- 
having got their orders in the latter end of V^ n E f ^ ls 
May to fail for England, and take fuch mer- gknd. 
chant men as were ready to fail under their 
convoy, I took my paflage with captain 
Hamer in the Flamborough. I put a quan¬ 
tity of quick-filver, mahogany plank, dyeing- 
wood, and cotton, on board two of the mer¬ 
chant fhips for London, in equal proportion, 
not being able to get thofe goods infured here. 

The one was afterwards taken in the En- 
glifti Channel, and carried into St. Malos-, 
the other arrived fafe at Cowes in the ifle of 
Wight. We failed from Charlertcwn on the 

irt 
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book xh. i ft of June, with five merchant men under 
our convoy; and after two days fail in fine 
weather, with a fair wind, wc left the five 
lhips under our convoy in the night, and 
made the belt of our way homewards, with 
very pleafant weather. We palled to the 
northward of the Azores, or Weftern Iflands, 
and one day we difcovered three fail to wind¬ 
ward bearing down upon us. In the morn¬ 
ing one of them, which was a prime failer, 
having left the others at a very confiderable 
diftance, came pretty near up with us, and 
perceiving her to be a fhip of war, captain 
Frankland made the fignal to put about and 
meet her ; which the perceiving, immediately 
made back to her conforts, and we proceeded 
on our courfe again, and faw no more of 
them ; nor did we fee any more ftiips till we 
got into the Channel, where we met a large 
man of war and a frigate, under Dutch co¬ 
lours. On hailing them, they told us they 
were from Helvoetfluys, bound for'the Medi¬ 
terranean, to cruize againft the Algerines, 
and at parting they faluted us with nine guns, 
w r hich we returned by the fame number. In 
the evening we got into Plymouth harbour, 
followed by two merchantmen, a Dane and a 
Dutchman, who both informed us that the 
lhips wc had hailed were French ; that the man 
of war was the Elizabeth, who had a little 
before had an engagement with the Lion, 
and that the frigate, ip company had the Pre¬ 
tender’s 
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tender’s eldeft Ton on board, which our cap-^5-w 
tains would not believe, but regarded it as a 1745. 
mere fable ; but the event afterwards evinced 
the truth of it. After one day’s ftay in the 
Sound we failed for the Downs, and arrived 
off Dover the 25 th of July, when, according, 
to our fhip’s reckoning from Carolina, we 
failed five thoufand two hundred miles. I 
went afhore at Dover, and got to London on 
the 27th. 

On my arrival I found every body in the Ar »ival a: 
utmoft confternation upon the news of the Lon<lon ' 
Pretender’s fon being landed in the north of 
Scotland, at a time when both the king and 
army were abroad, which afterwards brought 
the nation to no fmall trouble and expence. 

After I had delivered my accounts to the 
board of ordnance, and fettled my own af¬ 
fairs, I was ordered to repair to Hull, where 
the inhabitants had petitioned the board to 
fend them an engineer to dired them how to 
carry on their fortifications, which they were 
at this time repairing at their own charge. 

I arrived at Hull on the 8th of Odober, 
where I found people of all ranks induftrioufly 
employed in deepening and clearing out their 
moats, and forming their parapets; next day 
I attended lieutenant-general Jones, deputy 
governor, the mayor and aldermen, round the 
ramparts; I was furprifed to fee the great 
progrefs they had made in fo fhort a time, 
and to as good purpofe as if they had, been 

di reded 


•in 
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rooKxii. directed by an able engineer. At their defire 
I left them further directions how to pro¬ 
ceed for the better defence of the place ; and 
having received a great many civilities from 
them, I proceeded, in obedience to my or¬ 
ders, to join the army under marfhal Wade. 

On the 15th I arrived at Doncafter, where 
the troops had joined us; on the 18th the 
marfhal reviewed the army, and broke up the 
camp on the 21 ft to proceed northward ; the 
Dutch behaved on the march as if they had 
been in an enemy’s country, robbing, plun¬ 
dering, and abufing the country people; the 
particulars of their behaviour are too fhock- 
ing to relate. On the gift we arrived at 
Newcaftle, where we encamped in very cold 
bad weather ; and here receiving intelligence 
that the rebels had befieged Carlifle, we broke 
lap td march to its relief, leaving near one- 
fourth of our army lick in the hofpital. 

On the 18 th of November we got to Hex¬ 
ham in Northumberland, in extreme cold 
weather, which march, with the fudden tran- 
. fition from a warm to a cold climate, entirely 
ruined my health, being feized with a rup¬ 
ture and an afthma, which difabled me from 
ftanding the hard fatigues of a winter cam¬ 
paign. We were informed here that Carlifle 
had furrendered to the rebels, on which we 
marched back to Newcaftle, where we arrived 
the cad. The weather was now become fo 
intenfely cold, that the army could not pitch 

their 
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their tents, fo they were quartered in the book xn. 
town and adjacent villages. In this fituation 
we received intelligence that the rebels had 
marched for Wales, which made us leave our 
warm quarters, and march fouthward. On 
the 6th of December we reached Ferrybridge, 
from whence we fent our lick to Doncafter, 
and our horfe and dragoons to join his royal 
highnefs the duke of Cumberland, and we 
arrived at Leeds on the I ith, where we were 
informed the rebels had returned back for the 
North, on which our army marched back 
ajgain. 


FINIS. 
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